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Pesticide Safety 

~o~ud9n~vnoonucl~d~~~ 

111 	 Pesticides help 
control pests, 
but they can 
also hurt-even 
kill-people. 
Pesticides control pests 
such as insects and 
weeds. Pesticides can 
also hurt--<!ven kill­
people. The law helps 
protect you from 
pesticide poisoning. 
You can also help 
protect yourself. 
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Pesticide safety1 	 ·-- .fl~"111tl9mron~oiivtMd'1111X~~ 

1111 	 Learn how to 
protect yourself. 
If you don't 
understand, ask 
for help. I 
· ~ pes: icicles are used 
where you work. your 
boss must make sure 
you are trained in 
pesticide safety. 

This book has facts 
,1bout pesticide safety. If 
\'OU do not understand 
this book u y J c safety 
tra1ning. ask for help. 
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11 Wear clothes 

that cover 

your skin. 

You should wear clean 
work clothes each day 
that will cover your 
skin; 

• 	 Long pants. 

• 	 A long-sleeved 

shjrt. 


• 	 Shoes and socks. 

······································ 
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2 How can you protect yourself from pesticides? 
G.(' ""'-..tJIII' e
CUI~C'1818'!'ll1lii'W"Cltht:pl11M~"'1SC9 :)-,'1'1d"ttt-ut~ 

1111 	 At work, look for 
soap and water. 
At work, you must be 
provided with soap, 
water, and towels if the 
areas where you work 
have had pesticides 
applied in at least the 
last 30 days. Pesticides 
dry on crops as a 
powder-this powder is 
the residue. A residue 
can remain on a crop 
many days after 
spraying. 
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How can you protect yourself from pesticides? 2• 	 I .. I . • 

O:tnlffl'l"llJ.s"'ll*'(')t.Jejiunom"llJC:9:J"'"'l d'ltl-u:~ 

11 	Wash your 
hands and face 
before you eat, 
drink, smoke, or 
chew gum or 
tobacco. 
Your hands and face 
may get pesticides on 
them. 

&JI;.t ca .., 
0 ttr!;,'!!)u:tQ::tvmu"'~::J 

t I t Q • t 

m~g~m~u.nu,~ 
Q • ~ ... & 

!'.JS , Olmtf.l'lt:!:l111l~"::J, IllQ 

'tad'l~t:J. 
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_How can you protect yourself from pesticides?

2 	 "'. .. . .
c:tntmll"'lllll"lll"lC'ltJID:P\lJ~OIII"111C9~"1"ff d'lt.f"'UX~ l 

1111 	 Wash your 
hands before 
using the toilet 
at work. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ; .. . . . . .' ... . . . . . . . . ... 
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2 How can you protect yourself from pestk:kles?.' .. ' .. 
~'1nem"'1J II 'll.l";('l t.Je~unom"'1Je9:J"''I'ld"ttt-u:ll:Jm? 

1 Stay out of 
areas where 
pesticides are 
being applied. If 
pesticides drift 
to where you are 
working, get 
out! 
[t is against the law for 
anyone to apply 
pesticides in an area 
where you are working, 
or to let ·pesticides drift 
onto you. 

·.~ / 
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IIIII 	 If you see this 
sign, or ones 
like it, keep out! 
This sign means that 
pesticides are in the 
area. You must have 
special training and 
protection to go into the 
area. 

~ I U • 
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tt a.'"' - Q Q_. .. . 
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~·v.'w 

I 

8 



2 How can you protect yourself from pesticides? ... " ' 	 .
0~ • v~ 	 ,M~-

•· . C!JI\.Clmlft"'l' II'W"tl Ve~llr!Oill"'llC:9 :J-,"111 d'ltl-ut....;-• • 

111 	 Stay out of 
areas your boss 
tells you not to 
enter... 
Even if no sign is posted. 

... Q ld • d 
0 tl!J Ql1 C Oll"'"'lltl9llm1! 'W 

I I f 

~::JIII"111tl9ntn"'1!o"l .. "' 
tn"'UC i!'l •• , 

• ' .,Q... 6 0 

~~::JQ:1lllt;JW"\e!Ct1911M 
1:! ' '·: . 

~tl9llll111le\W.. 
. ' 
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111 	 Never take 

pesticides or 

pesticide 

.::ontainers 

home from 

work. 
They are not safe for use 
around the home. 

······································· .. 
olll"~:nc9...~-,rJ~~~ ... 
mafmt'l'ta!d"'d'ltl«~ 
• a.c- .. f;jt c 
a1(lcf<!"lll 'le"W'!J"'l"'!IT 

!l'I~"W. 

ii.!!~d9a&i~a1"Sit~t~ 

~"W. 
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1111 Keep children 
away from areas 
where 

.pesticides might 
be. 
At home, keep 
P'~sticides away from 
children. 

11 
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11 	 After work each 
day, wash your 
whole body, 
including your 
hair. 
Use plenty of soap and 
water. Then put on 
clean clothes. 

• 
:::.J mQ5~rani("':')"lllCCC'1Qt

f;l .. ... . 

~· 'tU19"1tJ11~Q!l:l~o,........ 
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0111'1n~ llf'W*IOVe :J1111MQI:n411C9:)"''ll d"'t.J"'VVt~ 

o a 

11 	 Keep dirty work 
clothes away 
from non-work 
clothes and 
from the family 
laundry. 
Pesticides rna y get on 
your clothes at work. 
Wash your work clothes, 
including your cotton 
gloves before using 
them again . 

. . . . . . . . . .~· ...... ' ...... ' .......... . 
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I 
.....,.. 

Where Are Pes~ci_~~1.,,,,.,, ... 

&l"'ti*ltJCI:~~IJ? _i-i!} : 

a Pesticides are 
applied in 
different ways: 

• Liquids or sprays. 

• Powders or granules. 

eGases. 

Pesticides may be in 

many places. Pesticides 

may be on plants and on 

the soil. Often you can't 

tell pesticid~ are there. 
 /

\ 

. ­
· oca ..___t' e. '!t..&t.. .. : 


o ~11lCtllJlr"lll!li3CtJl.l~m:~V .: 

- ... Q 

• ~~tl'1tla:lf.)&mt:l"mU 

YnQ."'W31:J •. ~qtJ~: ·,..• 
e o c.. IC a 

a:u~~'flttcltJi'\~mf5(CI 
a:;,::~YJU~ll. a!Oll : 

• & . 

!JUJ'miii"""~::Val"t~':lfl : 
IU 9 Q . I • 

~.,~tl~~~~~ : 
!Jilltl. . 
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Where are pesticides?. 3' 
~~~ttl 


II Pesticides may 
be in irrigation 
water and on 
irrigation 
equipment. 

15 



3 
Where are pesticides? 

... 	 . 
~JJ:Jmit~ 

1111 	 Pesticides may 
be in st9rage . 
areas and in 
places where 
pesticides are 
mixed and 
loaded. 

. . .. . . .. . . . . . . . .. " ............. ' ..... . 


I 
I 

' 

I 
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,_., 11:"'11!1~"-1• .,.,.. ... , -~>'"OIIllt~· ,.....""'i...!!l$11!111.""'•"""·,~~3~~ ~·[: · " ~are pesticides? 

• 

. ' __cMtJ"1m~OOy1;1f? ' ,., 

. I 
.I \.vII II 

11 	Sometimes 
pesticides drift 
from where they 
are being 
applied. 

Move Away! 
Q 

!71llggnf 
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. How Can Pesticides HwUou?..:~ . . 
d'1U"W.Uli~CHI'1ll'\Cim~"lf!C~~~~~~C1'? . ·:;. 

. ­

11111 Pesticides can 
hurt you if: 
• They get on your skin .. 

• They get in your eyes. 

• You breathe them. 

• ·r·ou swallow them. 

Workers are hurt most 
often by getting 
pesticides on their skin. 

iJ d"1tl'wi~&icu.!'1lJflCl 
. ... t ,.., 

!!l~u1ne:1u'[t•t. 'llJ'Q"l 

In '11'1 0" : 

( .. 
/ -·/'··
/~ . ~.. 
' 

·r.·. 

18 




- • ::_ nQW Cllfl pe:IU<.;""""' IIlii\ you ( ~";. 	 4..._, .., 
.~V"tl~~t$"lll'\Om"v"'l''c~'tlli1JI'111n~;.a.y_C'I'? ---­

11 	Pesticides may 
hurt you right 
away. 
If pesticides get on or in 

you, they may make 
you sick right away, or 
hours later. 

19 



4 I 
111 Pesticides may 

cause skin 
rashes or hurt 
your nose, 
throat, or eyes. 

······································· 

._j 

.::., 
~ 
' 

._j 

2\ 
' 
\ 
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4 How can pesticides hurt you? 
j' 

rnt.J"Ut~~"lMC'IGl~~c~~'111~06~"1o? ~· J~~-

11111sweaty/u~C:eoo~oen •. Pesticides can 
make you feel 

Throwing up/s'll'loon sick in different 
_ways. 

Muscle 
pains and 
cramps/ 

Headache/ dooVio 	 vncm~ 1 

Jin~ 
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How can pesticides hurt you?4 	 . r ­ .... 	 ' .., 0 

j ,Y,ti"'VCt~~'lll'1ClUI'-.tJ'laC~'tl!u!I"111C'I~:l81~C'l'? I 
1111 	 Other signs of 

pesticide 
poisoning are: 

• 	 Drooling. 

" 	Trouble breathing. 

eVery small pupils of 
your eyes. 

"' .
9 '1.1'1 t(;)tkWI!l9l"l'll"111 

u-m • 
.. 	rll'ltt'tlllf!'lll •.

• ,' 	 Q 

e 	 9"UXl~!!i'lll'li~Ji: 

~g~n'1ug~. 
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I 
·. . 

4. How can pestlciOOs hurt you? 

II Pesticides may 
harm some 
people more 
than others . 

•0 tl"'t!'lt!ttlJ:JWClQ'){'l .. ' .. 
g 11"::t::"'tlt'ltf'l.!)~ll 


---··~ 
lliQ"ltll"lO"'Qllg~. 

I 
t 
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1111 	 Getting 
pesticides on or 
in you may have 
effects after 
months or years 
have passed. 
Delayed effects may be 
cancer, or harm to your 
kidneys, liver, or 1992­

nervous system. 1993­

199~-
Another delayed effect 

may be birth defects, if 

pregnant "0' \en are 

exposed to pesticides. 


. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 
.• • • I< 

': V'ltf:"U!:~OO'Cp-l!IIQC~., 
ft ,. Q Q 

t~a~~~m~gqacnon.. ... .. . 
MU~~m~~~~OIQ'l~ 

cogU~~mQ'le~'IUtv. 
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· What If You Get Sick at Work? 
-i··--.,~ 

~\Jl t.l f I ff
.· •;'.( .., oo • Q

1 ~~cs~o~to~~~m~ufie~u~~~ 

4" NEAREST EMERGENCY MEDICAL fi>CILITY 
(\ • • ... Q 
1~V,..u tn 'f.:u! n, ~..> .f>>1t1!YJ..J

• 

1111 Medical help is 
listed on or near 
a pesticide· 
safety poster at 
your work. 
Make sure you know 
where this and the 
nearest phone are. 

25 



5 
What If you get sick at work? 

11 	 If you or 
someone else 
gets sick while 
wurking, tell 
your boss right 
away. 
Your boss must make 
sure you get to medical 
help if you think you've 
been poisoned at work 
by pesticides. 

. ' .. _...., . 
•·· &:J r~~-mrn"'l.M~fU'too. :. · 

.m.,vtuc;JQ"t11'-~~. 
.... - . 

lll"!)"l~~, 't~97)1J"'O 
' .-: .., Q... 

29:l'!!!'U,Ifl!11111. 

JJ "'V29::Jll1"11l"'::ao::1.... 
'Cl~lft."tlJ'tt1!l't"'£1~"il! ... 
~::l0CUIQ9i!9,1l"'vct~ 

t 	 0 t ' .., 

111"11t~"'l.l&lri3"1m':'IU'tn• .• a: 
lp'1 U'\V"'tla:lj:)&lnCU9 

~t.l~'tJ"U:~~~~~":l"121. 
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~ \'' .. \. 

1111 Your boss will 
provide 
information 
about the 
pesticide. 
Your boss must give you 
or your doctor the name 
and other information 
about the pesticide that 
might have made you 
sick. 

•
0 n~~gg~~~~~~~ 

. u 

tJ9ll~~~tS~tJth:l"'tJCt1J::J 
<il tl 

l:tll::JOOmJ. 

.. . 
!!!'11lG"'ItJ. 
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1111 	 If a pesticide 
gets on you, get 
it off right away! 

1. 	 Take off clothing 
that has pesticide 
on it. 

2. 	 Rinse .skin right 
away with water. 

3. 	 Wash with soap and 
water as soon as 

possible. 

l.#t,tJ !\( •. 

". tm~m ~"'c*~m~fl., • 
Q 	 Q .. 

tf'lw:t~oomw 

QQJl. 

...... ... 

" I/ 

~\! 
' 

I Fill~~~~.,.=1!4. 
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6 What if pe~tl~i~e_s get on or in you?_ _. _________________ 

.., oa. • • • s. ... 

t 


. < <11::CSCl::l611.C'IIII"Vl tMtl"t!tt ll!]OOC'lMIO Cl2"1'bJMQ9~lJ'? 

111 	 If you begin to 
feel sick or your 
eyes, skin, or 
throat hurt, go 
to a doctor right 
away. 
Your boss must make 
sure you are taken to a 
clinic or doctor. 

.. .. 
lJ'1!:lgg:JtJI~~:::C19:)tCl. 	' 
~3m~u\Um~ts~ru!:l'1V'1U 

·&·>.. ; 

!J'I;JlffleJO:OO. 
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II If you or 
someone else 
swallows a 
pesticide, get 
medical help 
right away! 
1. 	 Call a poison control 

center or doctor, or 
go to the doctor if 
it's faster. Give the 
name of the 
pesticide and the 
first aid 'irections 
from the label. 

2. 	 If you can't call for 
help, or while you 
wait for help, 
follow the first aid 
steps on the label. 

3. 	 Get to a doctor as 
soon as possible! 
Have the name of 
the pesticide with 
you. 

30 
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11111 Leave closed 
areas right away 
if you start to 
feel sick or 
dizzy. 
If you are working in an 
enclosed area, like a 
greenhouse, get to fresh 
air right away if you 
begin to feel dizzy or 
have trouble breathing . 

• • 
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6 ....~... l'":;uctoes ge t on or 10
. you.? 

1111 	 If someone gets 
sick from 
breathing a 
pesticide... 
1. 	 Get them to fresh air 

right away. 

2. 	 Loosen their 

clothing. 


3. 	 If not breathing. gi\'e 
mouth-to-mouth 
(CPR) . 

......~ ... ---···~····················· 
~ ' - a:.r ­

0 'l!l'!mtQ't.tJ"l@lCl~"'lJ•·. ..,. . 
111 oo1~il'tt:~tl"ttl'lt:f 
(tn:J

(I> 

wo. 
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6 I 	 ·----~!! pestl~~-s-~~t__on.o~ In you1. :c . 

.I 
' 	 ~:!cSO~C'IIft'm&!~~~~Qc:.,tuntJQg,;.,il? --··-~~-

1111 	 If someone 
passes out in an 
enclosed area, 
get help-don't 
go in! 
Never try to rescue 
someone who has 
passed out in a 
greenhouse or other 
enclosed area unless you 
have special training 
and breathing 
equipment. Find 
someOile A. ,o can help . 

................................. 
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11 	 Eye damage can 
happen fast! 
Rinse your eyes 
for 15 minutes. 

If a pesticide gets in 
your eyes, hold them 
open and rinse them 
with a gentle stream of 
cool water. Rinse for 15 
minutes if possible. 
Then go to a doctor. 

' '"' ..0 n"lUG~l!a&!licmn"\at'lli"'ICI 
a&tu LriiP 

Gno~~\n\cr tm~~Q~ 
.. Q. 

C1 '1011• "rt liJ "WW. 
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1111 	 Get medical 
help! 
In all cases of pesticide 
poisoning, get medical 
help as soon as possible. 

~ t · ­:] 	tmh)!l':'fll~~ovcm~• 
ttm~'.w;,em1 

CLINIC 
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The Law Helps Protect You! 


PE.STK:JDE APPUCATJON I 
4"1051) fi>% tfollhUfr~U>~ 

WHERE. (!fA. u- ~<--(,..-H.·~ c,....­

IM-\AT ~~ t.. ~.uc?«­

111 	 Your boss must 
tell you about 
pesticide use at 
work. 
Your boss must: Wam you 
about areas where 
pesticides are to be applied 
ar;d areas you may not enter. 
Your boss must post: The 
name of the pesticide, 
exactly where it was appHed, 
when it was applied. the 
restricted entry interval, and 
when the workers may 
return to .the work area. 
This information has to be 
written and posted in a 
central location that is easily 
accessible to all workers. 
before the pesticides are 

applied . 

. . ... •. , ttl" •••••••••• ·.t· .... .,. ......•.• 

U~V20~~~UPe~UQDM~oonud~
' ..'i " . -<··· • ..., a., 1 ., ao. . t. 

~~ctll!)lil('lll't ~~Q U&lUtMlll'l~:llll'I"I:,<:UJ. 
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The law helps protect youI. 	.. ... 	 .. 
~U"l~~O~Va~~~~ 

1111 	 Your boss must 
not let you work 
in some areas. 
Y1 'ttr b<)~, mu~t not lt't 

\ ~1u work in Jn areJ 

where: 

• f\..•:Hicidt.>~ .arc bt•ing 

arplil•J. 

• Or pesticides may 
drift onto you. 

Aiter a pesticide is used, 
y<1u may not enter a field 
during the Restricted Entry 
lnte" al (REil. 

The laws set different 
~dft•ty pt>ri0ds or REfs for 

different pesti~ides. 

···-·· ··;··· ~-···· ·--~-

::J 	1l"lel29 :;J!/I"ltltJIIOll'tlJI 
f . ' ' •u . 

m"'UGSO~~OQt~~"l~· 
!;{ 	 Q 

r.Jllm. 



· The law helps protect you! 7.. ' .. .. ' 
~~~~~O~Va~~~~ 


·­

111 	 You must have 
special training 
and protection 
for some jobs. 
Without extra training 

and protection, your 

boss must not let you: 


• Mix, load, apply, or 

handle pesticides. 


• Work as a flagger. 

• Work in an area 

where entry is 

restricted. 


' 	 ... 

0 fll"l1JC'19'lm 'WG'b ~C!I!Jtr:Q~. 	... . 
Gil - 0 ,_~

G~~VaqnlJMCa!CllihwtJ ' . 

3~AU"l::Jel~. 

11en"'"'nn"llJ~1\1911a:~' 	 ... 

C:~!ltfg~~C8SC'I, lJ"la 
"1 ' 'ILf ' 

~::)ln')lltJ&'I3:U'tmtn')lJ: 
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The law helps protect you!
' 	 .. ' 

j Me~li~Olit.la~tm~ I7 	 1
:.,..__ ... 

11 	Your boss must 
not punish you 
for trying to 
follow these 
rules . 

.......................... 


' ,.. 
:J 	1J"ltle9"'!1'1'lll"l~C'l9::1·'i • .., 

'il::~'tmm"lttc:~lll"'ll 
o..· 

W"li!J'lOOtCWC'I(.'I"lD 
.. .: H 
'ftMlJ"'ttte61$1"1U.; 
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Help protect yourself! . 	"' .. . 
~ 

ftOOOO:J1l~C10!ft"l1JC9~! 


111 	 Know how to 
protect yourself! 

Your boss must protect 
you from pesticides, but 
your safety is your 
responsibility, too . 

. . . . . ............. ' ... . '~-

~. 	 ... .... 

U"l~e~~~n8~clG~ .. 
n1181~<lt"'l''d"ld...11:;t 

"' ·' oo-, .a:m~t)~o&W' ,... ' 
~!}lll'lllttWm-mr::g~ 
~ ..."" o· .., 

CUllfJstl&lf?9t.JC'lO,S. 
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Help protect yourself!8 	 . "' . 

111 Remember: 
• Wear clothes that 


cover your skin. 


• Stay out of areas as 

instructed by your 

boss. 


• Move away if 

pesticides drift into 

the area where you are 

working. 


• Wash with soap and . 

water after work and 

before eating, 

drinking, smoking, or 

using the toilet. 


Your boss must: 


"Give vou information 

about pesticides 


' applied in or· near 
areas where you work. 

• 	Be sure you are 

trained in 

pesticide safety. 


• Provide you with 
soap, water~ and 
towels. 

• Make sure you get to 

medical help if you 

think you've been 

poisoned at work 

by pesticides. 


• Provide you with 

extra training if 

you work in areas 

where entry is 

restricted, work 

as a flagger, 

mix, load, apply, 

or handle pesticides. 


~06vo,nuE~m~co~r 


/· i 
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