UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

The Honorable Joseph Biden
President of the Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Mr. President:
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is submitting this Report to Congress on behalf of the
Department of Agriculture, the Department of Commerce, and the Department of the Interior. This
report is intended to provide Congress with a description of the approaches and actions taken to: 1)
implement the recommendations of National Academy of Sciences' National Research Council report,
entitled, "Assessing Risks to Endangered and Threatened Species from Pesticides" (NRC report); 2)
ensure public participation and transparency during implementation of the recommendations from the
NRC report; and 3) minimize delays in integrating applicable pesticide registration and registration
review requirements with species and habitat protections. This Report to Congress is intended to satisfy
the requirement for an interim report under section 100 13(a) of the Agriculture Act of 2014 (P.L. 11379).
The NRC report was released on April 30, 2013. It contained recommendations on scientific and
technical issues related to pesticide consultations under the Endangered Species Act and the Federal
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act. Since then, the EPA, the National Marine Fisheries Service
and the Fish and Wildlife Service (collectively, the Services) have worked to implement the
recommendations.
Joint efforts to date include: collaborative relationship building between the EPA, the Services, and the
USDA; clarified roles and responsibilities for the EPA, the Services, and the USDA; designed agency
processes to improve stakeholder engagement and transparency during review and consultation
processes; held two joint agency workshops resulting in interim approaches to assessing risks to listed
species from pesticides; developed a plan and schedule for applying the interim approaches to a set of
pesticide compounds; and conducted multiple workshops and meetings with stakeholders. As a result of
the ongoing collaborative efforts, the EPA, the Services, and the USDA are moving forward with
developing and applying their interim approach to pesticide consultations, have completed some
consultations affording species protections, and developed work products that describe changes to
processes intended to streamline consultations and provide ample opportunity for stakeholder
engagement as early as possible.
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Should you need additional information or have any questions, please contact me or your staff may
contact Sven-Erik Kaiser in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at
kaiser.sven-erik(epa.gov or (202) 566-2753.

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

THE ADMINISTRATOR

The Honorable John Boelmer
Speaker of the House of
Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
Dear Mr. Speaker:
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is submitting this Report to Congress on behalf of the
Department of Agriculture, the Department of Commerce, and the Department of the Interior. This
report is intended to provide Congress with a description of the approaches and actions taken to: 1)
implement the recommendations of National Academy of Sciences' National Research Council report,
entitled, "Assessing Risks to Endangered and Threatened Species from Pesticides" (NRC report); 2)
ensure public participation and transparency during implementation of the recommendations from the
NRC report; and 3) minimize delays in integrating applicable pesticide registration and registration
review requirements with species and habitat protections. This Report to Congress is intended to satisfy
the requirement for an interim report under section 100 13(a) of the Agriculture Act of 2014 (P.L. 11379).
The NRC report was released on April 30, 2013. It contained recommendations on scientific and
technical issues related to pesticide consultations under the Endangered Species Act and the Federal
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act. Since then, the EPA, the National Marine Fisheries Service
and the Fish and Wildlife Service (collectively, the Services) have worked to implement the
recommendations.
Joint efforts to date include: collaborative relationship building between the EPA, the Services, and the
USDA; clarified roles and responsibilities for the EPA, the Services, and the USDA; designed agency
processes to improve stakeholder engagement and transparency during review and consultation
processes; held two joint agency workshops resulting in interim approaches to assessing risks to listed
species from pesticides; developed a plan and schedule for applying the interim approaches to a set of
pesticide compounds; and conducted multiple workshops and meetings with stakeholders. As a result of
the ongoing collaborative efforts, the EPA, the Services, and the USDA are moving forward with
developing and applying their interim approach to pesticide consultations, have completed some
consultations affording species protections, and developed work products that describe changes to
processes intended to streamline consultations and provide ample opportunity for stakeholder
engagement as early as possible.
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Should you need additional information or have any questions, please contact me or your staff may
contact Sven-Erik Kaiser in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at
kaiser.sven-erikepa.gov or (202) 566-2753.

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

THE ADMINISTRATOR

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow
Chairwoman
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Madam Chairwoman:
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is submitting this Report to Congress on behalf of the
Department of Agriculture, the Department of Commerce, and the Department of the Interior. This
report is intended to provide Congress with a description of the approaches and actions taken to: 1)
implement the recommendations of National Academy of Sciences' National Research Council report,
entitled, "Assessing Risks to Endangered and Threatened Species from Pesticides" (NRC report); 2)
ensure public participation and transparency during implementation of the recommendations from the
NRC report; and 3) minimize delays in integrating applicable pesticide registration and registration
review requirements with species and habitat protections. This Report to Congress is intended to satisfy
the requirement for an interim report under section 10013(a) of the Agriculture Act of 2014 (P.L. 11379).
The NRC report was released on April 30, 2013. It contained recommendations on scientific and
technical issues related to pesticide consultations under the Endangered Species Act and the Federal
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act. Since then, the EPA, the National Marine Fisheries Service
and the Fish and Wildlife Service (collectively, the Services) have worked to implement the
recommendations.
Joint efforts to date include: collaborative relationship building between the EPA, the Services, and the
USDA; clarified roles and responsibilities for the EPA, the Services, and the USDA; designed agency
processes to improve stakeholder engagement and transparency during review and consultation
processes; held two joint agency workshops resulting in interim approaches to assessing risks to listed
species from pesticides; developed a plan and schedule for applying the interim approaches to a set of
pesticide compounds; and conducted multiple workshops and meetings with stakeholders. As a result of
the ongoing collaborative efforts, the EPA, the Services, and the USDA are moving forward with
developing and applying their interim approach to pesticide consultations, have completed some
consultations affording species protections, and developed work products that describe changes to
processes intended to streamline consultations and provide ample opportunity for stakeholder
engagement as early as possible.
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Should you need additional information or have any questions, please contact me or your staff may
contact Sven-Erik Kaiser in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at
kaiser.sven-erik(epa.gov or (202) 566-2753.
Sincerely,

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

THE ADMINISTRATOR

The Honorable Thad Cochran
Ranking Member
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Senator Cochran:
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is submitting this Report to Congress on behalf of the
Department of Agriculture, the Department of Commerce, and the Department of the Interior. This
report is intended to provide Congress with a description of the approaches and actions taken to: 1)
implement the recommendations of National Academy of Sciences' National Research Council report,
entitled, "Assessing Risks to Endangered and Threatened Species from Pesticides" (NRC report); 2)
ensure public participation and transparency during implementation of the recommendations from the
NRC report; and 3) minimize delays in integrating applicable pesticide registration and registration
review requirements with species and habitat protections. This Report to Congress is intended to satisfy
the requirement for an interim report under section 10013(a) of the Agriculture Act of 2014 (P.L. 11379).
The NRC report was released on April 30, 2013. It contained recommendations on scientific and
technical issues related to pesticide consultations under the Endangered Species Act and the Federal
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act. Since then, the EPA, the National Marine Fisheries Service
and the Fish and Wildlife Service (collectively, the Services) have worked to implement the
recommendations.
Joint efforts to date include: collaborative relationship building between the EPA, the Services, and the
USDA; clarified roles and responsibilities for the EPA, the Services, and the USDA; designed agency
processes to improve stakeholder engagement and transparency during review and consultation
processes; held two joint agency workshops resulting in interim approaches to assessing risks to listed
species from pesticides; developed a plan and schedule for applying the interim approaches to a set of
pesticide compounds; and conducted multiple workshops and meetings with stakeholders. As a result of
the ongoing collaborative efforts, the EPA, the Services, and the USDA are moving forward with
developing and applying their interim approach to pesticide consultations, have completed some
consultations affording species protections, and developed work products that describe changes to
processes intended to streamline consultations and provide ample opportunity for stakeholder
engagement as early as possible.
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Should you need additional information or have any questions, please contact me or your staff may
contact Sven-Erik Kaiser in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at
kaiser.sven-erik(epa.gov or (202) 566-2753.

Sincerely,

MccaPh'
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THE ADMINISTRATOR

The Honorable Frank D. Lucas
Chairman
Committee on Agriculture
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Mr. Chairman:
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is submitting this Report to Congress on behalf of the
Department of Agriculture, the Department of Commerce, and the Department of the Interior. This
report is intended to provide Congress with a description of the approaches and actions taken to: 1)
implement the recommendations of National Academy of Sciences' National Research Council report,
entitled, "Assessing Risks to Endangered and Threatened Species from Pesticides" (NRC report); 2)
ensure public participation and transparency during implementation of the recommendations from the
NRC report; and 3) minimize delays in integrating applicable pesticide registration and registration
review requirements with species and habitat protections. This Report to Congress is intended to satisfy
the requirement for an interim report under section 10013(a) of the Agriculture Act of 2014 (P.L. 113-

79).

The NRC report was released on April 30, 2013. It contained recommendations on scientific and
technical issues related to pesticide consultations under the Endangered Species Act and the Federal
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act. Since then, the EPA, the National Marine Fisheries Service
and the Fish and Wildlife Service (collectively, the Services) have worked to implement the
recommendations.
Joint efforts to date include: collaborative relationship building between the EPA, the Services, and the
USDA; clarified roles and responsibilities for the EPA, the Services, and the USDA; designed agency
processes to improve stakeholder engagement and transparency during review and consultation
processes; held two joint agency workshops resulting in interim approaches to assessing risks to listed
species from pesticides; developed a plan and schedule for applying the interim approaches to a set of
pesticide compounds; and conducted multiple workshops and meetings with stakeholders. As a result of
the ongoing collaborative efforts, the EPA, the Services, and the USDA are moving forward with
developing and applying their interim approach to pesticide consultations, have completed some
consultations affording species protections, and developed work products that describe changes to
processes intended to streamline consultations and provide ample opportunity for stakeholder
engagement as early as possible.
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Should you need additional information or have any questions, please contact me or your staff may
contact Sven-Erik Kaiser in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at
kaiser.sven-erik@epa. gov or (202) 566-2753.
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

THE ADMINISTRATOR

The Honorable Collin C. Peterson
Ranking Member
Committee on Agriculture
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Congressman Peterson:
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is submitting this Report to Congress on behalf of the
Department of Agriculture, the Department of Commerce, and the Department of the Interior. This
report is intended to provide Congress with a description of the approaches and actions taken to: 1)
implement the recommendations of National Academy of Sciences' National Research Council report,
entitled, "Assessing Risks to Endangered and Threatened Species from Pesticides" (NRC report); 2)
ensure public participation and transparency during implementation of the recommendations from the
NRC report; and 3) minimize delays in integrating applicable pesticide registration and registration
review requirements with species and habitat protections. This Report to Congress is intended to satisfy
the requirement for an interim report under section 10013(a) of the Agriculture Act of 2014 (P.L. 11379).
The NRC report was released on April 30, 2013. It contained recommendations on scientific and
technical issues related to pesticide consultations under the Endangered Species Act and the Federal
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act. Since then, the EPA, the National Marine Fisheries Service
and the Fish and Wildlife Service (collectively, the Services) have worked to implement the
recommendations.
Joint efforts to date include: collaborative relationship building between the EPA, the Services, and the
USDA; clarified roles and responsibilities for the EPA, the Services, and the USDA; designed agency
processes to improve stakeholder engagement and transparency during review and consultation
processes; held two joint agency workshops resulting in interim approaches to assessing risks to listed
species from pesticides; developed a plan and schedule for applying the interim approaches to a set of
pesticide compounds; and conducted multiple workshops and meetings with stakeholders. As a result of
the ongoing collaborative efforts, the EPA, the Services, and the USDA are moving forward with
developing and applying their interim approach to pesticide consultations, have completed some
consultations affording species protections, and developed work products that describe changes to
processes intended to streamline consultations and provide ample opportunity for stakeholder
engagement as early as possible.
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Should you need additional information or have any questions, please contact me or your staff may
contact Sven-Erik Kaiser in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at
kaiser.sven-erik(epa.gov or (202) 566-2753.

Sincerely,

Gina McCarthy

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

THE ADMINISTRATOR

The Honorable Barbara Boxer
Chairman
Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Chairman Boxer:
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is submitting this Report to Congress on behalf of the
Department of Agriculture, the Department of Commerce, and the Department of the Interior. This
report is intended to provide Congress with a description of the approaches and actions taken to: 1)
implement the recommendations of National Academy of Sciences' National Research Council report,
entitled, "Assessing Risks to Endangered and Threatened Species from Pesticides" (NRC report); 2)
ensure public participation and transparency during implementation of the recommendations from the
NRC report; and 3) minimize delays in integrating applicable pesticide registration and registration
review requirements with species and habitat protections. This Report to Congress is intended to satisfy
the requirement for an interim report under section 10013(a) of the Agriculture Act of 2014 (P.L. 11379).
The NRC report was released on April 30, 2013. It contained recommendations on scientific and
technical issues related to pesticide consultations under the Endangered Species Act and the Federal
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act. Since then, the EPA, the National Marine Fisheries Service
and the Fish and Wildlife Service (collectively, the Services) have worked to implement the
recommendations.
Joint efforts to date include: collaborative relationship building between the EPA, the Services, and the
USDA; clarified roles and responsibilities for the EPA, the Services, and the USDA; designed agency
processes to improve stakeholder engagement and transparency during review and consultation
processes; held two joint agency workshops resulting in interim approaches to assessing risks to listed
species from pesticides; developed a plan and schedule for applying the interim approaches to a set of
pesticide compounds; and conducted multiple workshops and meetings with stakeholders. As a result of
the ongoing collaborative efforts, the EPA, the Services, and the USDA are moving forward with
developing and applying their interim approach to pesticide consultations, have completed some
consultations affording species protections, and developed work products that describe changes to
processes intended to streamline consultations and provide ample opportunity for stakeholder
engagement as early as possible.
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Should you need additional information or have any questions, please contact me or your staff may
contact Sven-Erik Kaiser in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at
kaiser.sven-erik(epa.gov or (202) 566-2753.

Sincerely,
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

THE ADMINISTRATOR

The Honorable David Vitter
Ranking Member
Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Senator Vitter:
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is submitting this Report to Congress on behalf of the
Department of Agriculture, the Department of Commerce, and the Department of the Interior. This
report is intended to provide Congress with a description of the approaches and actions taken to: 1)
implement the recommendations of National Academy of Sciences' National Research Council report,
entitled, "Assessing Risks to Endangered and Threatened Species from Pesticides" (NRC report); 2)
ensure public participation and transparency during implementation of the recommendations from the
NRC report; and 3) minimize delays in integrating applicable pesticide registration and registration
review requirements with species and habitat protections. This Report to Congress is intended to satisfy
the requirement for an interim report under section 100 13(a) of the Agriculture Act of 2014 (P.L. 11379).
The NRC report was released on April 30, 2013. It contained recommendations on scientific and
technical issues related to pesticide consultations under the Endangered Species Act and the Federal
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act. Since then, the EPA, the National Marine Fisheries Service
and the Fish and Wildlife Service (collectively, the Services) have worked to implement the
recommendations.
Joint efforts to date include: collaborative relationship building between the EPA, the Services, and the
USDA; clarified roles and responsibilities for the EPA, the Services, and the USDA; designed agency
processes to improve stakeholder engagement and transparency during review and consultation
processes; held two joint agency workshops resulting in interim approaches to assessing risks to listed
species from pesticides; developed a plan and schedule for applying the interim approaches to a set of
pesticide compounds; and conducted multiple workshops and meetings with stakeholders. As a result of
the ongoing collaborative efforts, the EPA, the Services, and the USDA are moving forward with
developing and applying their interim approach to pesticide consultations, have completed some
consultations affording species protections, and developed work products that describe changes to
processes intended to streamline consultations and provide ample opportunity for stakeholder
engagement as early as possible.
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Should you need additional information or have any questions, please contact me or your staff may
contact Sven-Erik Kaiser in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at
kaiser.sven-erik(epa.gov or (202) 566-2753.
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, DC. 20460
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THE ADMINISTRATOR

The Honorable Doc Hastings
Chairman
Committee on Natural Resources
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Mr. Chairman:
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is submitting this Report to Congress on behalf of the
Department of Agriculture, the Department of Commerce, and the Department of the Interior. This
report is intended to provide Congress with a description of the approaches and actions taken to: 1)
implement the recommendations of National Academy of Sciences' National Research Council report,
entitled, "Assessing Risks to Endangered and Threatened Species from Pesticides" (NRC report); 2)
ensure public participation and transparency during implementation of the recommendations from the
NRC report; and 3) minimize delays in integrating applicable pesticide registration and registration
review requirements with species and habitat protections. This Report to Congress is intended to satisfy
the requirement for an interim report under section 100 13(a) of the Agriculture Act of 2014 (P.L. 113-

79).

The NRC report was released on April 30, 2013. It contained recommendations on scientific and
technical issues related to pesticide consultations under the Endangered Species Act and the Federal
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act. Since then, the EPA, the National Marine Fisheries Service
and the Fish and Wildlife Service (collectively, the Services) have worked to implement the
recommendations.
Joint efforts to date include: collaborative relationship building between the EPA, the Services, and the
USDA; clarified roles and responsibilities for the EPA, the Services, and the USDA; designed agency
processes to improve stakeholder engagement and transparency during review and consultation
processes; held two joint agency workshops resulting in interim approaches to assessing risks to listed
species from pesticides; developed a plan and schedule for applying the interim approaches to a set of
pesticide compounds; and conducted multiple workshops and meetings with stakeholders. As a result of
the ongoing collaborative efforts, the EPA, the Services, and the USDA are moving forward with
developing and applying their interim approach to pesticide consultations, have completed some
consultations affording species protections, and developed work products that describe changes to
processes intended to streamline consultations and provide ample opportunity for stakeholder
engagement as early as possible.
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Should you need additional information or have any questions, please contact me or your staff may
contact Sven-Erik Kaiser in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at
kaiser.sven-erikepa.gov or (202) 566-2753.
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THE ADMINISTRATOR

The Honorable Peter DeFazio
Ranking Member
Committee on Natural Resources
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Congressman DeFazio:
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is submitting this Report to Congress on behalf of the
Department of Agriculture, the Department of Commerce, and the Department of the Interior. This
report is intended to provide Congress with a description of the approaches and actions taken to: 1)
implement the recommendations of National Academy of Sciences' National Research Council report,
entitled, "Assessing Risks to Endangered and Threatened Species from Pesticides" (NRC report); 2)
ensure public participation and transparency during implementation of the recommendations from the
NRC report; and 3) minimize delays in integrating applicable pesticide registration and registration
review requirements with species and habitat protections. This Report to Congress is intended to satisfy
the requirement for an interim report under section 100 13(a) of the Agriculture Act of 2014 (P.L. 11379).
The NRC report was released on April 30, 2013. It contained recommendations on scientific and
technical issues related to pesticide consultations under the Endangered Species Act and the Federal
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act. Since then, the EPA, the National Marine Fisheries Service
and the Fish and Wildlife Service (collectively, the Services) have worked to implement the
recommendations.
Joint efforts to date include: collaborative relationship building between the EPA, the Services, and the
USDA; clarified roles and responsibilities for the EPA, the Services, and the USDA; designed agency
processes to improve stakeholder engagement and transparency during review and consultation
processes; held two joint agency workshops resulting in interim approaches to assessing risks to listed
species from pesticides; developed a plan and schedule for applying the interim approaches to a set of
pesticide compounds; and conducted multiple workshops and meetings with stakeholders. As a result of
the ongoing collaborative efforts, the EPA, the Services, and the USDA are moving forward with
developing and applying their interim approach to pesticide consultations, have completed some
consultations affording species protections, and developed work products that describe changes to
processes intended to streamline consultations and provide ample opportunity for stakeholder
engagement as early as possible.
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Should you need additional information or have any questions, please contact me or your staff may
contact Sven-Erik Kaiser in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at
kaiser.sven-erikepa.gov or (202) 566-2753.

Sincerely,

ccah

