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it's important to stay on top of them.



Goals for This Presentation

A Discuss why this training IS hecessary.
A Define Ethics, Data Integrity and Fraud.
A Discuss Improper Laboratory Practices

A Provide examples and answer questions.
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A EPA'S mission |is 10 protect human heaith
and to safeguard the natural environment
o air, water, andland o . upon which life

depends.

A P.S. We take our mission VERY seriously!



Why We are Having this Chat

A The EPA Office of the Inspector General
(OIG) has shown increased interest In
the investigation of field and laboratory
misconduct.

A The number of fraud cases investigated
by OIG has increased each year.






Ethics:

AWebsterods onli ne dictil ol
as:

A the discipline dealing with what is good and bad
and with moral duty and obligation
A a set of moral principles
A a theory or system of moral values

A the principles of conduct governing an individual or a
group

A a guiding philosophy

A a consciousness of moral importance

A a set of moral issues or aspects (as rightness)



Examples of Good Ethics

AnHel piingo Someone WwWhc
procedure correctly.

A Documenting mistakes.

AFod lvowect he nMOM r ul e c
approve of your action(s)?



Why Act Ethically?

A Your personal reputation and the
reputation of your organization or
pbusiness depends upon it.

A Acting ethically can enrich your work life
as well as your home life.

A The penalties for misconduct for you and
your organization can be substantial.






What Is Data Integrity?

A Data of known and documented quality
A Representative, Comparable and Complete

A Detensible and Usable for I1ts intended
purpose, the first time.
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A The Intentional misrepresentation of lab data to
hide known or potential problems.

A The Intentional recording or reporting of
Incorrect information

A An Intentional gross deviation from methoad
specified analytical practices, combined with the
Intent to conceal the deviation.




Why Should | Care?
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Be the Solution, NOT the Problem

A Fraudulent data puts public health at risk
(including you and your family).

A Others watch your fraudulent procedures
and will imitate your techniques.

A Regulatory agencies ALSO watch your
fraudulent procedures will be happy to
give you free room and board for about 5
years.



Changing the Subject with an
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EPA Competency Policy

A Required for any Grants or Awards to
Programs in excess of $ 200,000.

A Requires all data generated to be from

COMPE
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SOUICES.

A Laboratories must have certifications or
proof of:employee competency.



EPA Competency Policy
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Competency Continued

A Not much of an Issue for State Labs In
Drinking Water. \Wastewater more
problematic.

A [For more information go to:
A dttpH Www2.epa.gov/sites/production/filess20

15-03/documents/competency-policy-aaia-
new.paf



http://www2.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-03/documents/competency-policy-aaia-new.pdf

Back on Track!
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Improper Practices In the
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Types of Improper Laboratory
Practices

A Unintentional, through ignorance or: lack
of communication.

Al Intentional, but with minor: Impact on
public health or environment

A Intentional, which jeopardizes public
health.
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Lab Areas and their Problems

Overall Laboratory Appearance
Sampling and Sample Receiving
Sample Analysis-and Data Generation
Quality Control

Data Reporting



verall Laboratory Appearance
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A MMethyo Laboratory!



Cleanliness and Safety Broadcast
Pride 1 n a Lab

A Keep the Lab Area Clean!
A Organize All Reagents-and ‘Equipment!
A Use Proper Safety Equipment!

A Keep Adequate Documentation!



What We Have Seen

A Ether extractions and Metals digestions
without:a fume hood.

A Strong Aclds stored Iin overhead cabinets.
/ Solvents stored under ovens.

A Lead poisoning symptoms In
analysts/workers.



