
Middle Rio Grande Urban Waters 
Partnership



What is the Urban Waters 
Partnership? 



Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge
Albuquerque, New Mexico

• First Urban Refuge in the Southwest Region

• 570-acre Valley Gold Farm (Price’s Dairy)

• Purchase price - $18.5 M 

• Seven miles south of downtown Albuquerque 

• 45-70% of NM population lives within 30-90 minutes



Valle de Oro National Wildlife 
Refuge Partnerships

• Formation of the Friends of Valle de Oro NWR

• Establishment of Urban Refuge Partnership Site

• Pilot site for National Phenology Network’s
Nature’s Notebook program

• Albuquerque Climate Change Scenario
Planning Project

• Urban Migratory Bird Treaty Designation for
Albuquerque





Refuge Planning



Environmental Justice Strategic Plan 
and Community Engagement

Environmental justice is the fair treatment and 
meaningful involvement of all people regardless of 
race, color, national origin, or income with respect to 
the development, implementation, and enforcement 
ofenvironmental laws, regulations, and policies.



2nd street Planning/FLAP Project

Mountain View 2nd street Video-
YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=49EITWFp8l4




Middle Rio Grande Urban 
Conservation Corps





South Valley Health Commons
A Wellness Ecosystem



South Valley Health Commons 
Partnerships

• National Park Service RTCA funding for 
Wellness Trails

• $1 million EDA grant for infrastructure to 
construct workforce training facilities

• FWS Youth Conservation crews worked to 
clear the site, create pollinator gardens

• Forest Service providing technical assistance 
to develop the orchard plans



Bridge Boulevard Redevelopment Plan

• Original historic river crossing
• Currently carries 30,000 cars daily
• Home to historic properties
• Treasured agricultural history
• Lacks safety and accessibility for 

multi-modal transportation

• Needed to address public health
issues, asthma, diabetes

• High poverty, low economic growth,
• low educational attainment
• Desire is to restore a sense of place



Bridge Boulevard Partnerships

• HUD and FHWA funded the planning process

• Bernalillo County received a Main Street 
designation in 2014

• SBA is providing assistance to small business 
owners

• FWS partnered with the County on a “pop-up” 
Visitors Center and art projects

• Future plans including new affordable housing
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