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Tornadoes

Why this extreme weather event topic 
is important to GSA in Oklahoma and 
other states where tornadoes are 
common (tornado alley).

They have a significant impact on 
people and property, taking lives 
and costing billions in damage.



Are You 

Prepared?

ÁBe weather aware

ÁHave a weather radio

ÁHave a plan in place 

of where to shelter





When a tornado threatens, 
remember these basic guidelines:



Below Ground Storm Shelter



In Ground 



Above Ground ñSafe Roomò



May 3, 1999 Tornado 
Moore, Oklahoma 





May 20, 2013 Tornado 
Moore, Oklahoma



Before

After

Plaza Towers Elementary School



May 2010 Tornado 
Choctaw, Oklahoma
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May 2013 Tornado
El Reno, Oklahoma

Widest Tornado Ever Recorded
2.6 Miles Wide



Produced the second highest wind speed ever 
recorded (290 mph)



Tornado was on the ground for 40 minutes



ÁTraveled 16.2 miles
Á8 fatalities (including 4 storm chasers) 
ÁFirst tornado in U.S. to claim lives of 
professional storm chasers 
ÁMost fatalities on or close to Interstate 40



After

Before



El Reno, Oklahoma 
8,873 Sq. Ft Lease

Å All Space unusable/untenable
Å 90% of furniture, computers, copiers,  and 

electronics was damaged and disposed
Å Occupants:
ü Bureau of Indian Affairs Law Enforcement
ü Office of Special Trustees for American 

Indians



The Process Begins

ÁAssess the damage
ÁStructural Engineer Evaluates
ÁFOH investigates and determines if tenant  

space is tenable/habitable  
ÁDo we stay or do we go?



ÁGSA determines if premises are completely destroyed (lease 
will terminate immediately) or partially destroyed (GSA  
Leasing Division determines if reduction in 
rent applies)
ÁIn this case the tenant space was not tenable/habitable ï

the Lease was terminated



ÁGSA Contracting gets involved
ÁGSA Property disposal gets involved
ÁAgency develops SF81 and space requirements and delineated 

area for the new lease
ÁAgency coordinates data/electrical/phone in temp space 
ÁAgency sends Reimbursable Work Authorization (RWA)


