
DEPARTMENT OF FIRE AND 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 
Station 1 Tekken Drive 

Civic Center Susupe 

Ralph DLG Torres Victor B. Hocog 
Governor Lt. Governor 

January 24, 2018 

Jeff Scott 
Director, Land Division 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

RE: Application for renewal of Remedial Action Plan permit to treat remediation waste 
munitions 

Dear Mr. Scott, 

The Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands has been utilizing the Remedial Action Plan 
(RAP) for the treatment of munitions that are found within Saipan. Munitions that require 
remedial treatment at the detonation site are still encountered on a routine basis as construction 
occurs on the island. This application serves as a request to renew the RAP for another term. We 
are requesting to continue the conditions in the current RAP, attached to this letter as reference. 

There have been the following updates in the operating conditions that should be updated in the 
new RAP: 

1) The new operator is: CNMI Department of Fire and Emergency Medical Services 

Claudio K. Norita 
Station 1 Tekken Drive 
P.O. Box 7068 SVRB 
Saipan MP. 96950 
Tel: (670) 664-9003/04 (24 Hours) 

The detonation site and storage cave are operated and maintained in a manner that is protective 
of human health and the environment. They meet the environmental performance standards 
found in 40 CFR § 264.601 in the following ways: 

1) The volume and physical and chemical characteristics of the treated waste, including its 
potential for migration through the soil; 
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Topographic: The site is located on a limestone platform about 220 feet in elevation 
which slopes gently to the coast in the north an east directions. The coast is mostly 
cliff line about 40 feet above sea level. To the west of the site at about the same 
elevation is the municipal landfill. To the south the site abuts a 100 foot tall limestone 
cliff. This cliff isolates the site from activities to the south. The watershed where the 
site is located (the Banaderu Watershed) has insufficient precipitation, topographical 
or geological features to support stream systems. Precipitation flows by subterranean 
trnnsport from land to sea ( Arriola, et al., 2016). 

3) The existing quality of the air, including other sources of contamination and their 
cumulative impact on the air; 

There are no known concerns of air quality in the area from this source or othero
sources.o

4) The potential for health risks caused by human exposure to waste constituents; 

The potential for health risks caused by human exposure to waste constituents iso
minimized because the site is remote, difficult to get to, secured and only accessibleo
to authorized and trained personnel. When the site is actually used for demolition ofo
UXO, access to the entire north end of the island is restricted by law enforcemento
personnel until the demolition activity is complete and the area is deemed safe. Theo
actual detonation site is located within 50 feet of the base of the cliff. The cliff actingo
as a wall minimizes the sea breeze at the site reducing the risk of contaminationo
spreading in the air during detonation.o
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