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Important acronyms
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SSTS – Subsurface sewage treatment system, or septic 
system

LGU – local governmental unit, such as county, city, 
township, or other permitting authority



Minnesota septic system regulations
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To access septic regulations in Minnesota, go to the MN Revisor of Statutes 
website at https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/ and search chapters 7080, 
7081, 7082, and/or 7083. 

For convenience, applicable chapters provided below:

7080 - INDIVIDUAL SUBSURFACE SEWAGE TREATMENT SYSTEMS
7081 - MIDSIZED SUBSURFACE SEWAGE TREATMENT SYSTEMS
7082 - LOCAL ISTS PROGRAMS
7083 - SSTS CREDENTIALING AND PRODUCT REGISTRATION

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/?id=7080
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/?id=7081
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/?id=7082
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/?id=7083
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State SSTS program structure
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State (MPCA)
Minimum standards and criteria:
• Technical standards for 

systems up to 10,000gpd 
(7080 & 7081)

• Administrative standards for 
local programs (7082)

• Credentialing and product 
registration (7083)

County
• Adopt and implement 

ordinances in compliance with 
Minnesota Rules (required)

• Can be more restrictive, but not 
less than state standards

• Ordinances apply to all land 
area within the county except 
cities and townships with SSTS 
programs

City/Township/Other
• Adopt and implement ordinance 

in compliance with Minnesota 
Rules (optional)

• Can be more restrictive, but not 
less than county standards

• Ordinances apply to all land area 
with the city/township/other as 
agreed upon by the county



Local governmental units (LGUs)
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Total respondents in 2017 (218)

County (86)
City (85)

Township (43)
Other (4)  



Reporting responsibilities
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Subp. 5. Reporting requirements for all local programs. Local 
units of government that administer SSTS programs must provide 
an annual report to the commissioner. The report must be 
submitted to the commissioner no later than February 1 for the 
previous calendar year. The report must include:

Minn. R. 7082.0040 Subp. 5



Annual report questions
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General program information – Yes or No answer 
• Alternative Local Standards (ALS) for existing systems? 
• ALS new or replacement SSTS using a minimum of two foot of separation in 

allowable areas of the LGU? 
• ALS new or replacement SSTS using 2006 Rules? 
• Do you track SSTS maintenance/pumping? 
• Do you have jurisdiction-wide compliance inspections for property transfer? 
• Do you approve SSTS design before issuing permit? 
• When in your permitting process do you verify soils? 



Annual report questions
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Residential and other establishment (commercial) SSTS by system type
• # permits issued for Type I/Rock Trenches 
• # permits issued for Type I/EZ flow 
• # permits issued for Type I/Chamber Trenches 
• # permits issued for Type I/Seepage or Pressure Beds 
• # permits issued for Type I/Mounds 
• # permits issued for Type I/At-Grades 
• # permits issued for Type II/Privies, Holding Tanks, and Floodplain Areas 

• # Holding tank operating permits issued 
• # permits issued for Type III 
• # permits issued for Type IV/Registered Product Systems 

• # Type IV Operating Permits issued 
• # permits issued for Type V 

• # Type V Operating Permits issued 



Annual report questions
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Residential and other establishment SSTS by flow volume 

• New systems 1-2499 gpd
• New systems 2500-4999 gpd
• New systems 5000-10000 gpd
• Replacement systems 1-2499 gpd
• Replacement systems 2500-4999 gpd
• Replacement systems 5000-10000 gpd



Annual report questions
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Permits issued for SSTS repairs
• # Residential SSTS repairs 
• # Other establishment SSTS repairs 

Jurisdiction-wide SSTS questions
• # Fulltime dwellings with SSTS 
• # Seasonal dwellings with SSTS 
• # Cluster SSTS 
• # Dwellings served by Cluster SSTS 
• # other establishments with SSTS 



Annual report questions
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SSTS compliance 
• Estimated percentage of failing systems within jurisdiction 
• Estimated percentage of imminent systems within jurisdiction 
• Estimated percentage of compliant SSTS within jurisdiction 

The number of compliance inspections of existing SSTSs conducted in their jurisdiction 

The number of noncompliant properties connected to centralized sewer 

The number of noncompliant properties mitigated by abandonment or removal of a dwelling 

The number of noncompliant properties mitigated through government buyout 

For counties only, a listing of cities/townships/others operating an SSTS program within the county boundaries



Tank Installation Report 
• a. Installer name 
• b. Installer license number 
• c. Number of septic tanks installed 
• d. Number of Performance/Type V systems installed 

Annual report questions
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Inspector information 
• Name of department head 
• Name of Trained Administrator 
• Name and email address of SSTS contact 
• Inspector(s) name(s) and; 

• License numbers if inspections are contracted out to a licensed SSTS inspection business 
• Certification numbers if inspections are done in-house by LGU staff certified as SSTS 

inspectors 
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Old method
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• Individual Excel 
spreadsheets for each 
respondent

• Sent and received via 
email with instructions

• Consolidate into one 
spreadsheet for data 
storage and analysis



Old method
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Old method
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Old method
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Old method
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Old method
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Old method
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Old method
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Old method
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Old method
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Old method
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New method
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• Data accuracy and validation

• More representative data

• Increased process efficiency



New method
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• Instructions provided 
on every page

• Definitions

• Data seeding



New method
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New method
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New method
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New method
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New method
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New method
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New method
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New method
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New method
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New method
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New method
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New method
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Process management
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Email invites



Process management
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Process management
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Automated reminders



Data organization

45

Seeded data



Data organization
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Data export



Data organization
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Consolidated by county



Data organization
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Contact Info
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Communicating data

502017 SSTS Annual Report

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/wq-wwists1-58.pdf


Communicating data
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Communicating data
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Use GIS data platforms to create 
descriptive maps and illustrate 
numbers per County
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Communicating data
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Communicating data
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Data and planning
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• No annual report submitted

• Not verifying soils or issuing 
permits without conducting 
review

• Can prioritize based on 
program size



Data and planning
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Trend analysis



Questions?
Cody Robinson

cody.robinson@state.mn.us
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