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Webinar Logistics
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If you experience technical difficulties, please contact 
Olivia Newport at: Olivia.Newport@erg.com

Type in your questions here
Hit “send” to submit 
your questions

Audio is available via your 
computer's microphone and 
speakers (VoIP) or telephone:
Dial: +1 (213) 929-4212
Access Code : 570-172-592

Open and close your control panel



Speakers and Agenda

• Speakers
• Chris Kent, U.S. EPA
• Mandy La Brier, Director of Energy Management, City of Chicago 
• Ned Noel, Associate Planner, City of Eau Claire 
• Scott Tess, Environmental Sustainability Manager, City of Urbana 

• Agenda
• Solar Site Assessment Overview

• Assessing Potential Solar Project Sites
• Pre-Screening Potential Sites
• Conducting In-Depth Site Evaluation of Key Locations

• Case Studies
• City of Chicago, IL
• City of Eau Claire, WI
• City of Urbana, IL
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Quick Attendee Poll
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Poll Question

Have you or your local government engaged in assessing your solar 
project site opportunities?

[Select One]

a) No and no immediate plans to be doing so

b) No but we will be soon

c) Yes, we are currently investigating site opportunities

d) Yes, we have in the past
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Solar Project Portal Background

• EPA is collaborating with DOE and NREL to advance 
solar utilization among local governments

• Objective: To support municipalities in meeting their 
environmental, energy and economic goals through 
solar project development that serve municipal 
operations

• Timing: Over the next 2 years, EPA is engaging with 
local governments across the country that are 
considering developing solar projects

• Value: Recognition for developing solar projects, 
access to valuable tools and resources, peer exchange 
opportunities, webinars on key solar development 
issues and access to regional/state workshops

6https://www.epa.gov/repowertoolbox/local-government-solar-project-portal

Check out EPA’s video introduction to the Portal



Steps for Solar Site Assessments

• Step 1 - Create an initial list of possible project locations

• Step 2 - Pre-screen your list of sites 

• Step 3 - Perform an in-depth site evaluation
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Step 1 - Create an Initial List of 
Possible Project Locations
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Step 1 - Create a List of Possible Project Locations

• Brainstorm locations where a solar project could go: 
• on a building with a large, flat roof; 

• on an expanse of available land near a building; or

• over a parking lot
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Electrical Infrastructure
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Southern Exposure and Minimal Shading
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Physical Access
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Site Uses



Step 2 - Pre-screen Your List of Sites
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Step 2 - Pre-screen Your List of Sites

• Briefly pre-screen each site on your list to estimate:
• How much space the site has for solar equipment 

• The site’s annual energy production

• Your municipality’s building manager can help you find information 
on a site’s square footage.
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16https://pvwatts.nrel.gov/
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Step 3 - Perform an In-Depth Site 
Evaluation
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19https://pvwatts.nrel.gov/

Step 3: Perform an In-Depth Site Evaluation

Policies & Permitting 
Requirements

Economic Analysis Technical Feasibility



Site Evaluation: Identify Policy & Permitting

20http://www.dsireusa.org/



Site Evaluation: Perform an Economic Analysis

21https://reopt.nrel.gov/tool



22https://reopt.nrel.gov/tool



Site Evaluation: Assess Site’s Technical Feasibility

• Finally, your site evaluation should assess technical feasibility of the 
site, including physical and electrical infrastructure. 
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Rooftop Projects: Roof Age & Condition
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Ground-Mounted Projects: Flat & Clear Land



26https://www.epa.gov/repowertoolbox/local-government-solar-project-portal

Look for EPA’s new 
video on site 
assessments coming 
soon!



27https://www.epa.gov/repowertoolbox/solar-project-development-pathway-resources



Q&A Session

Questions?

• Chris Kent, U.S. EPA

• Mandy La Brier, Director of Energy Management, City of Chicago 
• Ned Noel, Associate Planner, City of Eau Claire 

• Scott Tess, Environmental Sustainability Manager, City of Urbana 

Portal: https://www.epa.gov/repowertoolbox/local-government-solar-project-portal

Submit your municipal goal to get listed: EPASolarPortal@erg.com
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https://www.epa.gov/repowertoolbox/local-government-solar-project-portal
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