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Detroit Lake supplies Salem’s drinking water. The latest test results for toxins in the water are expected Thursday.
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Drinking water fouled

Children younger than 6
shouldn’t drink from tap
in Salem, other cities

Zach Urness, Natalie Pate
and Bill Poehler

Salem Statesman Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK

Low levels of toxins caused by algae
blooms in Detroit Lake have been dis-
covered in Salem’s drinking water,
prompting officials to wamn parents
not to give tap water to children under
6 years old.

People with compromised health
and immune systems also are being
told not to drink tap water.

Other affected cities include Turner
and Stayton.

Bottled water should be used for
drinking, making infant formula, mak-
ing ice and preparing food and bever-
ages for the affected groups, officials
said.

“Children under the age of six, peo-
ple with compromised immune sys-
tems, people receiving dialysis treat-
ment, people with pre-existing liver
conditions, pets, pregnant women or
nursing mothers, or other sensitive
populations should follow this adviso-
ry,” a news release states.

Salem-Keizer Public Schools will of-
fer bottled water for students who are

pre-K through first grade, district offi-

Water from Detroit Lake, where the
algae was first detected last week,
flows down the North Santiam River

and becomes Salem’s drinking water.
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Affected
communities
Detroit
Gates Mill City
Jefferson Salem
Lyons Stayton

Mehama Turner

11 questions answered on
Salem’s water warning

Jonathan Bach and Bill Poehler
Salem Statesman Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK

Salem city officials issued a de-not-
drink advisory Tuesday following the de-
tection of low levels of toxins in city
drinking water pulled from the North
Santiam River.

The advisory affects children under 6
years old and vulnerable populations,
such as nursing mothers and dialysis pa-
tients. Officials are urging them to drink
bottled water.

Is there something that can be
done to treat the water so it is safe
to drink?

David Fairer, a public health toxicol-
ogist with the Oregon Health Authority,
said there really isn't anything to bedone
to treat the water.

Boiling the water doesn’t work; camp-
ing filters don't work; nor do the filters
that attach to faucets. Farrer said it’s best
for children and others in wvulnerable
populations to not drink the water until
the advisory is lifted.

What are cyanotoxins?

A common bacteria called cyanobac-



Salem’s Drinking Water Source and System

2,919 Active Commercial and Industrial Service Connections
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Overview of Microcystin Dato
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Figure 2.2  Microcystin Concentrations at the GIWTF Intake and Aldersgate (POE)




Overview of Cylindrospermopsin Data
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Hope seen
for limited
effect of
algal toxins

AR APV L JOR VLA YA A R T

- Statesman Journal

rnal

Statesman Jou

WEDNESDAY, MAY 30, 2018 § STATESMANJOURNAL.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Statesman Journal

- ot 0 e s ronar e

Stayton

SALEM WATER CRISIS

What city officials knew,

Timeline began with Tuesday nnding

T

e e kMg 52 e e
o 24

Salem ends alert Statesman Journal

THURSCIR, MAY 31, 2018 1 STATESMAN IOUSHAL 0O

Statesman Journal

and Whe“ﬂ water systems are at nsk

Jealth Authenty

. OYE0R I
" Sl nchadi schaols,
.

PART OF 111 UL TO0AT N THOR.

on drmkmg water
e

Why wasn’t alert sent earller"

Officials won't say why it took 4 d.ao's to notify about water

hit with 3rd
for
e s e e R O fav & T et 1 o i
toxic algae but arentt ofen this big
Wher s k- Toxin levels down;

tests to continue
oy

[P Tr P
s i

in

Statesman ournal

TR AR 4 B § EATERMA S0 o 018 4 10000 T

| Water advisory lifted i

Ofcialls s fests shave cyanotins sre below £ S—
e bevels; queatlons remain o akoe B oyt confima-
e et et that our

Happy Father's Day

5“"“ﬁ]0urnal

Statesm

tate studies toxic algae-bloom response

Lateet tout rosuits show yanoioxing are back abave
EPA avisory bevebs for vulieeable popntaticas

Water sh;ﬁage brings
out Salem’s best worst

i pare
wnuiwv:hpmln ST g

Tpecple with compomised health

e far the affectes! groups, o

Lake Tha latest tast

Drinking water fouled =

- Children younger than 6
shouldn't drink from tap

Salem, other cities

ek sty
Santiam

‘The advisory affect:
such as nursing mothe:

ventor

Thursday.

11 questions answered on
Salem’s water warning
Janathan Bach and Bill Pashler

Salem ity officials Issued a do-nat
lwing the do-

cction of low levels of toxing in ity
rinking woer e from the. North

years old and vlnerable: populations,
s and dialysis pa-
tents, Officials are urging them fo drink

Isthere something tha can be

m-sdm the North Santiam River
Salem's drinking water.
MOLLY 1 SMITH/STATESMAN JORRNAL ILE

to drink?

“Children undr the age of s, poo- 101reat the water.

- Statesman]ournal

Bavid Farrer, & public health toxicol
ogist with the Oregon Health

i i i aming o Water stations up in Salem, Tumer

Authority,

Bailing the- t work: cam
i il ot work o o e i ﬁhﬁmﬁvﬂ:ﬂcw rllinkinsmnm

raes Lo st P
o

St o e s e
v e

e i i

L e
g

o
e et st S et

i by iy Tozmbay Toey 1 et
e I iy ., e
e et o ettt ™ e 0 b et o i

s manage Loy ey it
e L ot

Statesman Journal

- ﬁl)rl;l:mg water tests
expanded statewide

(rregon Health Authority: Public water
sy sterms must monitor for cyanotoins

--v Sea CHILDREN, Pago 5A

lifts its
water
advisory

Few fes aleng:
Santiam har by algae

Water is still unsafe
for Kkids, some adults

helsh w
stays in effect for Salens,
Ingest weses

LS e et s oo s
Pyt i Bt e ety
T T e o ey o s Lt e
e
L

Statesman Journal
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Numerous health advisories have been issued in past decade
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Bottled Water Home Delivery

» Vulnerable populations
- » Cdlled hotline
“ Need evaluated

> Initially distributed at sites
» Dumping water

» Went to gallon jugs e
er was also available at
on/Polk County Food Share

> Finally stopped




BYO@

» Bring your own container.
» Bags were too smalll.
» Worked well — excepf!




Dispensing water
» County Health concerns
» Modified dispensing systems

> Staff fill containers



Questions?e
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