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For this community and partners session I will share some information on the multi-faceted approach to diesel emission mitigation work and related impact we focus on at SDEV.
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SW Detroit includes Detroit’s oldest neighborhood (Corktown, was once an area  predominantly made up of Irish immigrants and first generation citizens.The area is rife with any historic landmarks. SW Detroit includes Detroit’s largest population of youth, Detroit’s highest population of immigrants from Spanish speaking countries, and is immediately adjacent to an are predominantely populated by immigrants from Arab nations or first generation from Arab immigrant families - a truly vibrant community.  



Highways Coal Fired  Top 10 Busiest Int’l Border         
Steel Mills Power Plants                  in North America
Chemical Plants  

• Automobile Plant
• Waste Water Treatment Plant
• Intermodal Freight Terminal
• Oil Refinery
• Port of Detroit
• I-94; I-75; I-96
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SW Detroit also is home to the most dense industrial activity in the City and a higher concentration of mobile source pollution that anywhere else in Detroit. �How can these realities exist together? What does this mean for public health...environmental health? 



• Mission to improve the environment and strengthen the economy of 
Southwest Detroit

• Work in collaboration with residents, community organizations, 
government agencies, schools, businesses, and industry

• Focus on environmental issues including:
o Improving indoor and outdoor air quality
o Remediating blight (illegal dumping and graffiti*)
o Compatible neighborhood land use
o Green stormwater infrastructure 
o Community sustainability projects
o Community and youth engagement
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Here you can see the mission and approach to the issues that SDEV targets in our work. As you review this list and presentation overall, think about how your work, expertise, and experiences might be impacted by these issues. Our meeting is focused on diesel emissions, but consider your own home/community life, too. 



ECO – D CORE VALUES
We are all committed to:

• Prioritizing positive outcomes in equity, 
resilience, and climate protection

• Transgenerational community involvement 
and development of bi - directional 
leadership and professional skills

• Building vibrant, thriving places where we 
all want to live, work, and play

• Inclusive efforts of eco-friendly and 
sustainable developments to better the 
lives of Detroiters

• Making Southwest Detroit the Greenest 
Community in Detroit (replicable!)
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SDEV with other area collaborators is working to organize our collaboration in a framework of an eco-district. The Eco District pillars are equity, environment, and climate resilience



WATER
Increase green stormwater infrastructure in neighborhoods

LAND 
Create more compatible neighborhood land uses and remediate blight

AIR
Improve indoor and outdoor air quality

COMMUNITY 
Build more sustainable, connected communities  and increase youth and community 

engagement

ECO – D PRIORITIES 
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The SW Detroit Eco-District collaborative has organized its work in these buckets, which mirror SDEV’s programs/approach. SDEV began and a visioning project and has continued to be driven by public input and the needs of the community. Support and partnership from/with Local, State, and Federal agencies and the private section (including foundations) makes this work possible and supports a beneficial collaboration among entities interested in shared goals of improving environmental health and environmental impact on public health. We all really can’t do our work without one another.



Healthy Air Program

● Direct  pollution reduction

○ DERA grant projects and 
other diesel vehicle and 
equipment projects

○ Healthy Homes visits, 
training, resources (now 
includes Healthy Babies, 
Bright Futures)

○ Tree planting and land 
based projects

● Indirect pollution reduction

○ Community based 
participatory research

○ Public  oureach/education 
(O&E)

○ Business and entity  O&E

○ Policy-maker O&E

○ Collaboration w/ other 
NGOs
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Listed above are the various ways we take on air pollution, (some of which cross over into our land/water program). I’ll talk about these in more detail. Behavior change effortsAnti IdlingWork to get an anti idling ordinance instituted (2010)Work to get ordinance enforced (2010 - present day)Work to get ordinance amended (in process, likely this year or next year)Work to engage with fleet stakeholders to encourage anti idling policies and practices (ongoing)Each of these includes public engagement componentsPolicy change effortsAnti idling ordinanceTruck routes/commercial routes (long-standing issue; 2019 has brought new possibilities for positive change)City has contracted with a planning firm to study SW Detroit as a pilot to offer recommendations, then roll out the process city-widePublic information and decision-maker level ed/outCAPHE PHAP & ImplementationHealthy Business, Healthy Learning (Erb funded project)Major projects engagementWindsor Detroit Bridge Authority Advocate for ways to mitigate pollution from traffic and overall projectDuring constructionadvocating for tier 3 and 4 equipment (electric if possible…?)Install renewable energy (vertical wind; solar)Install EVSEs if/where logicalCommunity benefits agreement offers opportunity to mitigate through IAQ activitiesOther projects where CBAs are triggered (and/or all City projects and/or all projects that receive tax benefits) ought to be required to use tier 3, 4 or other low-emission equipment in the construction�Related work:Heatwaves, Housing, and HealthHealthy HomesHealthy Babies, Bright FuturesGarden work, creates additional healthy food access to help build respiratory healthWSU CURES partners - D-REACT project (Detroit Health Dept., W-CHAP)



Contact: 
in fo @sd e vw e b .o rg
313-8 4 2-1961

Ma g g ie  St riz Ca ln in
Ma g g ie @sd e vw e b .o rg
313-24 1-6211
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If there are ideas or opportunities that come to your mind based on this multi-faceted approach that you can bring to us, please do. If you have questions or want more information, get in touch, too. 
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