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Question 1. If previous characterization of PCBs (i.e. before 
June 29, 1998) was performed using Immunoassay test kits (USEPA 
Method 4020) with laboratory confirmation of greater than 10 
percent of the results, is it necessary to collect additional 
characterization samples prior to initiating a self-implementing 
cleanup? 

Answer 1: When submitting the notification required in 
§761.6l(a) (3), you may submit sampling data collected at a time 
period more than thirty days prior to the intended date site 
cleanup is scheduled to begin. However, during the 30 day review 
period provided by §761.6l(a) (3), the EPA Regional Administrator 
(EPA RA) will on a case-by-case, site-by-site basis determine the 
applicability of all site characterization data submitted in the 
notification to the condition of the site at the time site 
cleanup is scheduled to occur. At the conclusion of the review, 
the EPA RA may require additional sampling and analysis using 
another analytical method or require confirmation of your method 
in accordance with subpart Q. 

Question 2. Is it acceptable to use the immunoassay test kits 
for verification sampling with confirmation samples analyzed 
using USEPA Method 8082? 

Answer 2. For §761.6l(a), if you choose to use another chemical 
analysis method other than that provided in subpart O, you must 
validate the method(s) in accordance with subpart Q and submit 
the method(s) in the §761. 61 (a) (3) notification . 

Question 3. Subpart O uses a two dimensional sampling grid. Do 
the sidewalls of the excavation require sampling. 

Answer 3. Subpart O requires a core sample for non-liquids. 
This core provides the third dimension. Cleanup verification 
only apples to the areas cleaned up and sampled. The walls of an 
excavation are not considered cleaned up unless they are sampled. 
Contamination from a spill to the surface may not be best 
evaluated in the same way in the floor of an excavation. EPA 
designed the confirmation sampling for excavation which occurs in 
layers roughly parallel to the surface of the ground. EPA 
assumed that each layer of an excavation would be extended 
outward as far as contamination is found. Any proposal to verify 
that walls are clean, must be submitted in the notification and 
approved by the EPA RA prior to cleanup and verification. 

Question 4. When sampling gravel, what analytical method is 
used? Is the gravel crushed? 

For confirmation sampling, gravel is analyzed in the same manner 
as soil. It is not necessary to crush the gravel, so long as the 
analytical equipment as required in subpart O (or alternative 
method validated in accordance with subpart Q) can accommodate 
the amount of gravel in a representative sample. The method in 
subpart O does not prevent the crushing of gravel in a 



representative sample, so long as the crushing does not generate 
sufficient heat and or pressure to change the PCB concentration 
in the gravel. 

Question 4: 

If adequate characterization, can fewer verification samples be 
collected? 

Answer 4: 

The Regional Administrator will determine the adequacy of 
characterization and verification sampling from the information 
submitted in the notification (see Answer 1). Usally additional 
pre-cleanup characterization sampling would not have any bearing 
on verification of cleanup. 

Question 5: Is a deed restriction required of cleanup less than 
25 ppm? 

Answer 5: 

Yes. The only cleanup which does not require a deed restriction 
is a cleanup to less than 1 ppm. All cleanups in low occupancy 
areas and any cleanup requiring a cap or fence require deed 
restrictions. 
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1. Ifprevious characterization of PCBs (i.e., before June 29, 1998) was perfoimed using Immunoassay test 
kits (USBPA Method 4020) with laboratocy confinnation of great& than IO percent of the results, ii it 
necessaI}! 10 collect additional characl1mzation samples prior to initiating a solf-implementing cleanup? ls 
it acceptable to use the immunoassay test kits for vorlficstion sampling with confirmation samples analyzed 
using USEPA Method 8082? 

2. Subpart O uses a two dim011Sional sampling grid. Do the sidewalls of the excavation require 
sampling? 

3. When sampling gravel, what analytical method is used? ls the gravel Cl1.lshod? 


