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In 2019, EPAõs Mid-Atlantic Region made significant strides in 

protecting public health and the environment, thanks to the 

dedication and talents of our employees and the strong                       

relationships we fostered with partners in our states and                         

communities.  

The achievements reflected in the pages ahead are highlights 

of the work we do every day to fulfill our most fundamental 

responsibility ð promoting cleaner air, land and water in our 

Region.  

We met the diverse environmental challenges of a Region      

with the nationõs largest estuary, rural expanses, and major   

cities and agricultural centers ð all while realigning our divisions 

and offices this year to increase our effectiveness.  

For example, our Air and Radiation Division finalized 39 state 

plans for reducing air pollution in areas not meeting national 

health -based ambient air quality standards.  The Office of 

Communities, Tribes, and Environmental Assessment                                    

successfully convened and led an Environmental Tribal Summit 

engaging six newly, federally -recognized tribes in the Region.  

The Land, Chemicals and Redevelopment Division helped EPA kick -off National Childrenõs Health Month on                 

October 1 with the Mid -Atlantic Lead Forum in Hunt Valley, Maryland.  The forum was a collaborative step in 

combined efforts to reduce childhood lead exposure, especially in communities with populations vulnerable                    

to lead exposure.   

The Water Division, Chesapeake Bay Program Office, and Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 

worked with state agencies and partners to improve water quality in the Mid -Atlantic Region.  The                               

Chesapeake Bay Program is observing the highest rate of attainment with water quality standards in more                      

than 30 years.  And EPAõs field scientists worked side-by -side with their state peers to survey Regional water                  

bodies as part of the National Rivers and Streams Assessment.     

We also launched  the first  Healthy Farms, Clean Water  Agricultural Exhibit  at Pennsylvaniaõs Ag  Progress 

Days event  near State College.  The exhibit  featured educational panels, videos and even a trivia wheel                         

that highlighted ways the Region works with farmers and local agricultural partners to fund conservation                     

practices that are good for the farm, drinking water, local streams and the Chesapeake Bay.    

I had the opportunity to join EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler in the small community of Minden, West                    

Virginia to announce that EPA was adding the Shaffer Equipment/Arbuckle Creek Area Site in Minden to                        

the National Priorities List (NPL).  The site is one of six sites in the nation added in May 2019 to the NPL.  Adding           

sites to the NPL provides EPA access to additional funds needed to commence remedial investigative work       

leading to Superfund cleanup.    
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Our Superfund and Emergency Management Division (SEMD) served as the agencyõs lead Region for                                

Superfund and Homeland Security.  In this role, SEMD was instrumental in guiding the agency in developing                    

recommendations on how better to support underserved populations for Superfund cleanups in their                            

communities.  

Our newly -established Enforcement and Compliance Division completed more than 1,600 compliance                           

evaluations, settled 112 administrative enforcement actions, and negotiated more than 12 judicial                            

settlements.  Collectively, more than $36 million of actions were completed to ensure facilities were back                   

into compliance.     

As we celebrate the 50th Anniversary of our Agency in 2020, we commit to building on these examples of                      

success and continuing the work with our partners to ensure protections our residents need and deserve.  

 

 

Cosmo Servidio,                                                                                                                                                                                          

Regional Administrator,                                                                                                                                                                             

Region 3  
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Top: EPA Administrator Wheeler on a tour of the  Shaffer Equipment/Arbuckle Creek Area Site before       

announcing the Site as one of six sites in the nation added in May 2019 to the National Priorities List.                     

Bottom: òBrownfields Checkó ð City of Philadelphia Brownfield Opportunity Zone event.  
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West Virginia Site 1 of 6 Nationwide 

Added to Superfund Cleanup List  

The Shaffer Equipment/Arbuckle 

Creek Area Site in Minden, West 

Virginia, was one of six sites in the 

nation added in May 2019 to the 

National Priorities List (NPL).  Adding 

sites to the NPL provides EPA                    

access to additional funds needed 

to commence remedial                                

investigative work leading to                        

Superfund cleanup.  EPA                               

Administrator Andrew Wheeler, 

EPA Regional Administrator Cosmo 

Servidio, U.S. Senator Shelley Moore 

Capito and West Virginia Governor  

Jim Justice were at the site for the 

May 15 national announcement of 

new additions to the NPL.  Since 

the site was added to the NPL, 

EPAõs Mid-Atlantic Region has      

conducted several public                      

availability sessions, prepared and 

distributed community update 

fact sheets, has initiated a                         

Removal Action to remediate an 

area of contaminated soil,                 

completed repairs to a previously 

constructed remedy, and                   

commenced Remedial                            

Investigation fieldwork.   EPA                   

continues to work with the West 

Virginia Department of                                   

Environmental Protection, the 

Agency for Toxic Substances and 

Disease Registry (ATSDR), and                   

environmental engineering                   

contractor, Tetra Tech to                    

complete the site Remedial                         

Investigation.   

Opportunity Knocks                                       

In 2019, EPAõs Mid-Atlantic Region  

employed its Resource                              

Conservation and Recovery Act 

(RCRA) 7003 authority in a unique 

and innovative approach to                                 

expedite redevelopment of a 

property in a designated                          

Opportunity Zone in Philadelphia. 

Opportunity Zones are census 

tracts of low -income and                           

distressed communities designated 

by state governors and certified by 

the Department of Treasury.  These 

are areas where new investors             

under certain conditions, may be 

eligible to defer or eliminate                      

federal taxes on capital gains as 

well as receive preference points 

when applying for grants to be 

used on projects in Opportunity 

Zones. The Plymouth Group                     

approached the Region in                        

September, and in October                  

entered into four Administrative 

Orders on Consent to perform a 

cleanup of the òBudd Site,ó                 

located in the  Nicetown  section of 

Philadelphia on a tract of 

land  identified  as an Opportunity 

Zone.  Under the EPAõs oversight 

the Plymouth Group will conduct  

a phased approach to clean up 

and redevelop this 35 -acre site for 

mixed use, including entertainment 

venues and eventually housing   

developments.  The Plymouth 

Group has already selected its 

cleanup contractors and                         

tentatively plans to break ground 

Spring 2020.   
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Advancing Redevelopment  

EPAõs Mid-Atlantic Region                         

continues to advance the             

redevelopment of formerly                      

contaminated properties.   In 2019, 

communities reported Brownfields 

redevelopment on sites that                 

created more than 300 jobs and 

leveraged more than $124 million 

in private investment.  For                             

example, the Business                                    

Development Corporation of the 

Northern Panhandle - Pietro        

Fiorentini opened the Three Springs 

Business Park in Weirton, West                  

Virginia.  The business park has                    

leveraged $4.4 million in other              

public investments, $21 million in 

private investments for                           

manufacturing, and $10 million in 

commercial and hospitality.  The 

Business Park has created 195 jobs 

and preserved 141 jobs, while 651 

new jobs are projected.  

To maintain the momentum of 

Brownfields redevelopment, the 

Regionõs Land, Chemicals and   

Redevelopment Division ramped 

up training and outreach, which 

significantly increased the number 

of fundable projects submitted 

and awarded for EPA Brownfields 

funding in 2019.  Likewise, the      

Region continues to see gains in 

the redevelopment of  RCRA                 

Corrective Action facilities.                    

Notable examples include: the 

construction of a rail yard at the 

former General Chemical Plant in                 

Claymont, Delaware; a fitness     

center at the former PEMCO                  

facility in Baltimore, Maryland; a 

baseball stadium in Huntington, 

West Virginia; and a residential  

 

 

After  Before  

After  Before  

the EPA-USDA goal of reducing 

food waste by 50 percent by the 

year 2030.  The Region has a total 

of 58 new and active participants 

in the SMM Challenges,                               

representing a 3.8 percent                         

increase from 2018.   This additional 

SMM commitment to reducing  

Top Left and Right:  These before and after images showcase 

the restoration of the 1920 Roxian Theatre in McKees Rocks, 

PA.  The North Side Industrial Development Co. received an 

$11,000 EPA Brownfields Assessment Grant for Phase I                           

environmental assessment and asbestos inspection.  Bottom 

Left and Right: These before and after images show the ISG 

Tecumseh Redevelopment Site, formerly Bethlehem Steel. This 

RCRA Corrective Action Site is located in Bethlehem, PA.                   

Redevelopment continues at the former Bethlehem Steel site.  

community development at 

Ametek facility in Sellersville,                                    

Pennsylvania.      

Reducing  Food Waste  

EPAõs Mid-Atlantic Region is a 

leader in Sustainable Materials 

Management (SMM) to achieve  
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  food waste may result in the               

diversion of more than 146,000 tons 

of food waste from landfills and 

over 100,000 tons of food waste 

recycled.  This is equivalent to                    

removing annual carbon dioxide 

emissions from over 13,775               

passenger vehicles  and the                    

donation of more than 46,000 tons 

of food resulting in over 77 million 

meals served to those in need.  

Cleanup Completed at PA Landfill  

The Strasburg Landfill in Newlin 

Township, Pennsylvania, was        

deleted from the Superfund NPL ð a 

milestone  indicating  to the                    

community that cleanup is                     

complete, and the site is                         

protective of human health and 

the environment.   In addition, the                 

Novak Sanitary Landfill in South 

Whitehall Township, Pennsylvania, 

was partially deleted from the NPL.   

 

Below: Images of the Strasburg 

Landfill Site.  

 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

¶ The Office 

of  Communities, Tribes 

and Environmental                      

Assessment (OCTEA) in 

EPAõs Mid-Atlantic Region 

is actively promoting                              

redevelopment 

in designated                   

Opportunity Zones,     

preparing fact sheets, 

maps, public health da-

ta, an internal                     

information                  

sharing process, and a list 

of federal grants                        

available for opportunity 

zone projects.   In 2019, 

OCTEA participated in 

nearly two dozen                     

meetings and events to 

help attract entities                       

interested in                           

Opportunity Zone                                 

development projects.                

Opportunity Zones are                  

census tracts of                         

low -income and                        

distressed communities 

designated by state                               

governors and certified 

by the Department of 

Treasury.  These are areas 

where new investors                

under certain                  

conditions, may be                     

eligible to defer or                          

eliminate federal taxes 

on capital gains as well 

as receive preference 

points when applying  

for grants to be used on 

projects in Opportunity 

Zones. 

¶ EPA's Mid-Atlantic Region 

assumed the role of Lead 

Region for the Office of 

Chemical Safety and   

Pollution Prevention in 

early August  2019 for the                            

implementation of the 

Federal Insecticide,                   

Fungicide, and                             

Rodenticide Act, Toxic 

Substances Control Act, 

and Pollution  Prevention, 

which allows the Region 

to be  at  the forefront of   

national policy and 

emerging issues  in these 

areas.    

¶ Employing EPAõs Lean 

Management System, 

the Regionõs Land, 

Chemicals, and            

Redevelopment Division 

(LCRD) and the Office of                        

Regional Counsel                          

reduced to six 

months  (from more than 

two years)  the time it 

takes to process 

òEnvironmental                            

Covenantsó under the 

Resource Conservation 

and Recovery Actõs    

Corrective Action                       

Program ð exceeding its          

annual goal for  Sites  
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS Continued  

Ready for Anticipated 

Use by 45 percent.     

¶ EPAõs Mid-Atlantic Region 

successfully implement-

ed  Renovation, Repair 

and Painting (RRP) 

Rule pilot outreach                   

projects in Lancaster and 

Philadelphia,                                 

Pennsylvania.   The effort 

served  as a model for 

outreach and                          

compliance assistance 

for the RRP Rule, resulting 

in a 9 percent increase in 

certified firms and 33   

percent increase in                      

certified renovators.   

¶ The Brownfields                       

Geographic Information 

System project team in 

the Regionõs Land, 

Chemicals, and                             

Redevelopment Division 

conducted analysis of 

Brownfields data against 

Leaking Underground 

Storage Tank and RCRA 

Corrective Action sites, 

Opportunity Zones and 

other data indicators to 

inform strategic planning 

on program expansion 

and process                                      

improvements, gaining 

insight on the 

744 Opportunity  Zones in 

the Region.  

¶ The Region  led a national 

Information Collection 

Request (ICR) on               

Anaerobic Digestion                

facilities that process 

food waste in the 

U.S., publishing the                     

second in a series of 

three reports in                              

September 2019,                         

Anaerobic Digestion                         

Facilities Processing Food 

Waste in the United 

States in 2016, and               

building upon a                     

much -needed                                   

infrastructure for food 

waste diversion from 

landfills.  

¶ EPAõs Mid-Atlantic Region 

served as the  Agencyõs 

lead region for Superfund 

and Homeland                               

Security.   In this role, the 

Region worked with EPA 

Headquarters on                          

important Homeland         

Security and Superfund 

issues, including                   

participation in                               

Superfund Task Force 

recommendations and 

implementation.   

 
 
Top: This photo is from a 

Healthy Homes Fair held with 

our federal partners from 

ATSDR. The event took place in 

Philadelphia.  Middle:                     

Image of the FY19 R3                            

Brownfields Results Infographic.                               

Bottom: This is an image of the 

Regionõs Second Annual                   

Anaerobic Digestion Report.  
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consists of the governors of the 

six watershed states, the mayor 

of the District of Columbia, the 

chair of the Chesapeake Bay 

Commission and the  

administrator of the EPA.  The                     

Executive Council establishes the 

policy direction for the restoration 

and protection of the                           

Chesapeake Bay.  

 
 The above photos are from the Sept. 5 Chesapeake Bay                     

Executive Council Meeting.  In attendance were EPA                                   

Administrator Andrew Wheeler, Regional Administrator Cosmo 

Servidio, and our Bay partners.  

EPA Administrator Wheeler                               

Participates in the Annual                          

Chesapeake Bay Executive                

Council Meeting  

òWe have made significant           

progress, but there is still much 

more to realize the full potential of 

our Chesapeake Bay watershed.  

EPA will continue to provide                     

support to each of the jurisdictions 

to help them achieve their goals.  

Along with our federal partners, we 

are providing financial and                        

technical assistance for a host of 

restoration activities, from                           

upgrading wastewater treatment 

plants to stormwater management 

to conservation practices on our 

farms.  

In February, EPA awarded the                    

City of Baltimore a $200 million        

Water Infrastructure Finance                       

Innovation Act (WIFIA) loan.  I was 

there in person to make the                        

announcement.  This loan will help 

the city modernize its wastewater                           

infrastructure and prevent sewage 

and polluted runoff from entering 

the Bay.  

We are also working closely with 

farmers to achieve clean water 

and a thriving agriculture                          

economy.  

Our partnership is strong and our 

efforts are paying off.  We have 

more education to do, more                    

practices to put in place, and 

more stakeholders to engage in 

these efforts.ó 

EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler 

speaking at the Chesapeake Bay 

Executive Council meeting Sept. 5, 

2019 at Oxon Hill Manor, Oxon Hill, 

Maryland.  The Executive Council  
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Helping to Ensure Safe Drinking 

Water  

Drinking water samples are tested 

by state, local, or private              

laboratories to ensure that the    

water meets applicable federal 

and state requirements and is safe 

for the public to drink.   EPA ensures 

that the labs are properly certified 

to do the work.   

The Safe Drinking Water Act 

(SDWA) Laboratory Certification 

Program requires laboratories that 

conduct drinking water testing to 

be assessed once every three 

years to verify that they have the 

necessary capabilities and          

capacity to adequately meet the 

SDWAõs requirements.  The EPA Mid

-Atlantic Regionõs laboratory               

manages the SDWA certification 

program in the  Region and has           

developed a training program for 

EPA staff that conduct the                               

laboratory assessments to                         

 

determine if a particular lab can 

be certified under the SDWA.  

The training includes hands -on   

laboratory experience,                 

compilation of methods and      

laboratory requirements, checklists 

and resource tools,  and hands -on 

experience in auditing. 

The training program has been 

used for the past two years and 

each analyst who has attended 

the training has successfully 

passed the mandatory                     

performance test on the first try. 

The program has  been shared 

with  state  laboratory managers for 

implementation in their labs.    

A River Runs Through ité 

Scientists in the  Regionõs Field      

Services Branch (FSB) can  often  be 

found up to their hips in streams 

somewhere in the Mid -Atlantic  - 

not  fly-fishing, but rather                          

evaluating the health of aquatic 

resources.   This past year, FSB       

scientists led federal, state and 

local stakeholders on the                   

completion of a two -year                      

collaborative survey of regional 

water bodies as part of the                     

National Rivers and Streams                      

Assessment (NRSA).  

The goals of the NRSA are to       

determine the degree to which 

rivers and streams support healthy 

biological ecosystems and the   

extent of major stressors that      

affect them. The survey supports a       

longer -term goal: to determine 

whether our rivers and streams are 

getting cleaner and how we 

might best invest in protecting 

and restoring them.  

The EPA Mid-Atlantic teamõs     

contributions include refinement 

and development of methods, 

national instruction in train -the -

trainer events, regional training of 

state biologists, quality assurance 

through Site Assistance Visits to  

Left: This image shows drinking water being tested in a laboratory.  Right: EPA assessing the health of our 

rivers and streams.  



  

   
each team, and reference site 

sampling throughout the Mid -

Atlantic.   Our scientists work side -by

-side in the field with peers from 

each of the Regionõs states and 

river basin commissions.     

Farmers and Environment Benefit 

from EPA Funding  

EPA funding for farm improvement 

projects in two Pennsylvania     

counties  is contributing to healthy 

farms and clean water.   

EPA worked with the Pennsylvania 

Infrastructure Investment Authority  

(PENNVEST) to provide $11.2 million 

to improve farm operations and  

 

 

streambank fencing to keep his                    

cows out of the stream, a stream 

crossing for his cows, and          

barnyard roof runoff controls.  

The new storage structure            

collects  manure  from the 

cows,  wastewater  from the siteõs 

milk house and  runoff  from areas  

of heavy use on the farm.    

These practices are helping to                

improve the efficiency of his farm 

operations and protect local                 

waterways that eventually lead 

to the Chesapeake Bay.   òThe                   

cleanliness of my herd is                               

noticeably better,ó said Mr.                     

Kauffman.  

 

 
 

Left: Despite record rainfall, underwater grasses in the Chesapeake Bay and its tidal waters showed 

strong growth.  ( Photo: Chesapeake Bay Program).  Right: Chesapeake Bay Program Director Dana 

Aunkst and colleagues spoke to nearly 50 members of a continuing education group at the University 

of Maryland Extension, Howard County office about progress in cleaning up the Chesapeake Bay and 

local waters.  

local water quality throughout 

Chester and Lancaster counties.     

The funding was provided by EPAõs 

Clean Water State Revolving Fund 

though PENNVEST to the Chester 

County Conservation District and 

Team Ag, Inc., an agriculture     

consulting company.    

One of the beneficiaries  was    

Elmer Kauffman, an Amish dairy 

farmer with a herd of 100 cows in 

Honey Brook, Chester County.     

He received $363,000 in funds to   

make improvements on his          

operation, including a concrete  

manure storage structure,            
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