
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASH INGTON, O.C. 20460 

OFFICE OF CHEMICAL SAFETY 
AND POLLUTION PREVENTION DEC 2 0 2019 

r. Br tt Hartl 
vernment ffair Director 

enter for Bi logi I Di ersit 
P.O. B x 710 

ucson. Ariz na 85702 

Dear Mr. Hartl: 

This 1 tter i in re p nse t the R que t for orrection (RF ) received b the U .. 
~nvir nmental Prot ction (EP on ugu t 28 2018. hich was a igned RFC # 18002 
for tracking purpos . In the RF letter, the enter for Bi logica l Di ersity ( BD) tate that th 

eb pag · P en Y ar uest for Columbia Ra Data1·• doe not comp! with th 
Information Quality Act · "basic requirement that all fed ral ag ncie provide public 
information that i bjecti . of adequate qualit utili and high integrit . · 

ummary of the Rcque t 
BD cites two main issu with the w b pag 

1. PA !aim on thi webpage that it ha engaged in a qu t - d fined a 'an act or 
instance of eeking: pur uit arch hi alrous enterpris in medieval romance u ually 
invol ing an ad enturou journey of information - to obtain raw data regarding a tud 
comp! ted b Columbia ni rsity ·· ince 2010. ' 

2. PA has not provided an information to th public upporting this claim of a "que t' 
inc 20 l 0. but rather h post d just three I tter all en! in a o ar period of time 

wher EPA and ol umbia University have work don addressing valid, lega l cone ms 
regarding v hat infom1ati n can be re ie d b P and/or r 1 a ed to the public. 

EPA Respon e to CBD' Reque t for orrection 
P · w b page and regi tration revi w dock · t2 contains the history of EPA s effort to obtain 

raw daLa from Columbia Univer ity. PA and the ational Insti tute of En ironmental Health 
i n e jointl pr ided funding to th olumbia nt r for hildr n· En ironm ntal Health 

( C H) under the 1997 and 2003 Request for Applicati ns which pr vided funding for fi e 
ar each. hil publi hed reports ere a ailable ba ed n data collected during th funding 

eye l , PA s ught t obtain the original raw data used to support certain epidemiological 
nal si of in ulero xpo ure to chlorp rifo and sub equ nt ad rse n urode elopmentaJ health 
utcom in childr n gen rated by th CC H to support the human h alth ri k as essm nt of 

chlorpyrifo . 

- PA thought these data w uld be important t verify the r ult f the tud . C H 
r ear her did not greet pro ide th e data: how er the re earcher met with th EP m 

1 h11ps:llww 11·.1:pu.gov/ ingredien1s-11 ed-pesricide-productslc:hlorpyri o. -epas-seven-year-qucsl-columbius-ruw
daro. 
2 hup : ,,,.rn·. regularion ·.gov: see docker ID number: EPA-H -OPP--00 -0 50. 
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2013 and discussed the Agency' s questions about the data to help determine whether further 
review of the raw data might assist the EPA in resolving uncertainties. 

A summary of that 2013 meeting with researchers from Columbia University is contained in 
Appendix 6 (Columbia Center for Children's Environmental Health (CCCEH) Epidemiology 
Data Acquisition "Raw Data" Request) of EPA's December 2014 human health risk assessment 
for chlorpyrifos, which can be found in docket ID number: EPA-HQ-OPP-2008-0850-0195 at 
https:/lwww.regulations.gov.3 

In addition, the web page also contains links to electronic copies of the 2016 - 2018 
correspondence with Columbia University, that outlined EPA's continued interest in obtaining 
the raw data. Although the web page does not reflect the ent irety of the multi-year efforts to 
obtain the raw data. it contains a detailed history of EPA 's efforts to obtain the raw data. 

Conclusion 
The EPA, after careful review of the RFC submitted by CBD, has concluded that our efforts to 
obtain the raw data from Columbia University have been well-documented. However, the web 
page can be modified to increase clarity and transparency, and these edits have been made. 

Your Right to Appeal 
If you are dissatisfied with the response, you may submit a Request for Reconsideration (RFR) 
as described in EPA' s Information Quality Guidelines. The EPA requests that any such RFR be 
submitted within 90 days of the date of this PA response. If you choose to submit a RFR, please 
send a written request to the EPA Information Quality Guidelines Processing Staff via mail 
(Information Quality Guidelines Processing Staff, Mail Code 2821 T, USEP A, 1200 
_Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20460); or electronic mail (quality@epa.gov). If 
you submit a RFR, please reference the case number assigned to this original request (RFC 
# 18002). Additional information about how to submit an RFR is listed on the EPA Information 
Quality Guidelines website at http://epa.gov/qualityl informationguidelinesl index.html. 

Sincerely, 

J4u~ttP#-----_ 
Alexandra Dapolito Dunn Esq. 
Assistant Administrator 

cc: Vaughn oga, Deputy Assistant Administrator for Environmental Information and Chief 
Information Officer 

Vincia Holloman, Director Enterprise Quality Management Division, Office of Enterprise 
Information Programs, Office of Mission Support 

Richard Keigwin, Director, Office of Pesticide Programs 
Angela Hofmann, Director of Regulatory and Information Coordination, Office of 

Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention 

3 Direct url : h11ps:llwww.regulario11s.gov!docu111ent?D=EPA-HQ-OPP-2008-0850-0 I95. 
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