
An Example of How to Manage Polychlorinated Biphenyl (PCB)-Containing Materials in School Buildings

Was the 
building built 

and/or 
renovated 

between about
1950-1979?

Building 
may have 

PCB 
containing 

building 
materials

• Minimize potential PCB 
exposure by 
implementing BMPs2

• Recommend removing 
intact PCB FLBs3 and 
replacing with energy 
efficient units

• Leaking PCB FLBs and/or 
stained fixtures must be 
removed and properly 
disposed

• See Q&A #16, 17 & 18 for 
more detail1

• May test indoor air to 
determine if the PCB 
level is above the ELE4,

(School Admin. decision)
• Indoor air testing may 

also be part of an 
agreement between EPA 
and the school

• See Q&A #22, 24 & 27 for 
more detail 1

Is the indoor 
air PCB level 

above the 
ELE?

Building unlikely 
to have PCB 
containing 

building 
materials

• Reevaluate/ 
adjust the 
BMPs

• Ventilate/ 
filter indoor 
air

No further action as per 
EPA guidance.  May 

conduct periodic tests to 
ensure PCB level below 

ELE.  BMPs may be 
continued.

Is the indoor 
air PCBs 
level still 

above the 
ELE?

May test for 
other primary 

sources of PCBs 
such as caulk 

and paint

Are PCBs 
found ≥ 50 

ppm?

• Identified PCBs ≥ 50 ppm 
must be removed and 
properly disposed

• Adjacent substrates may 
require removal/disposal 
or decontamination.

• Approval may be 
required under 40 CFR 
part 761

• See Q&A #18 & 19 for 
more detail 1

• Removal of < 50 ppm material may 
not be required under 40 CFR Part 
761

• State regulations may apply

May retest 
indoor air

Is the 
indoor air 
PCB level 
above the 

ELE?

• Ventilate/filter indoor air
• Check for other primary 

& secondary sources of 
PCBs

• See Q&A #24 for more 
detail1

No further action as per EPA 
guidance.  May conduct 
periodic tests to ensure 

indoor air PCB level is below 
ELE.  BMPs may be 

continued
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1 Q&A – PCBs in Building Materials – Questions & Answers 
(7/28/15)
2 BMPs - Best Management Practices
3 FLBs - Fluorescent Light Ballasts
4 ELE- Exposure Levels for Evaluating PCBs in School Indoor 
Air

Yes

No
No

No No

No

Yes
Yes

Y Y

After implementing BMPs, schools should consult with their EPA Regional PCB 
Coordinator to assess if there still may be the potential for PCB releases and whether 
to consider testing indoor air for PCBs.
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