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Virtual Public Hearing

Via Conference Cal
Monday, July 13, 2020
About 1:05 p.m

MR OLECHIW For everyone on the call, we
were just pausing for a nonent to all ow everyone a
chance to get dialed in.

So | wiill start with some opening renmarks
here before the start.

So hello and wel cone. M name is M chae
A echiw, Director of the Light Duty Vehicle and Smal
Engine Center in EPA's Ofice of Transportation and Air
Quality in Ann Arbor, M chigan

This is the public hearing for EPA s proposed
rule, formally titled Vehicle Test Procedure
Adjustnents for Tier 3 Certification Test Fuel.

Because of current CDC recommendations, as
wel | as State and Local orders for social distancing to
limt the spread of COVID-19, we are holding this
hearing virtually.

For many of us, nyself included, this is a
first. | would like to thank everyone participating

today in advance for hel ping this new approach work for
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everyone. Please |et us know how we can inprove on how

to do this in the future.

Joining nme, again virtually, to hear your
coments are Tad Wsor, fromny group, and Seth
Buchsbaum fromour O fice of General Counsel in
Washi ngton, D.C.

We are recording this hearing, and a court
reporter will be transcribing your coments for the
of ficial record.

The proposed rule was published in the
Federal Register on May 13, 2020. By the way of
background, we anticipated this rule when we finalized
the Tier 3 Motor Vehicle Em ssions and Fuel Standards
Rule, Criteria Pollutants, in 2014.

That rul e, which began to phase in in 2017
requires manufacturers to use a new gasoline
certification test fuel in emssions testing for cars
and light trucks for conpliance. The new test fuel,
called E10 or Tier 3 fuel, has 10 percent ethanol
content. It was chosen because it is nore simlar to
gasoline currently available on the nmarket than the
test fuel used in previous em ssion testing.

However, prior to the Tier 3 rule in 2012,
EPA finalized the joint EPA and the DOT GHG em ssi ons
and corporate average fuel econony standards for cars

t
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and light trucks, which requires conpliance testing to

be perforned using the earlier test fuel that had been
used for many years. This earlier test fuel, called EO
or Tier 2 fuel, has zero ethanol content, and is
significantly different fromthe newer Tier 3 fuel in
ot her properties as well.

In order to denonstrate whether and how nuch
the transition to Tier 3 test fuel wll affect GHG
em ssi ons and CAFE fuel econony cal cul ati ons, EPA
conpleted in 2016 an em ssions testing programin our
Ann Arbor |ab that conpared the results of GHG
em ssions and fuel econony testing on the two different
fuels. W released the peer-reviewed report on that
study in 2017.

The next steps are what led to the proposed
rule we are considering today. W used the data from
the EPA test programto derive small but inportant
adj ustnent factors designed to correct GHG emn ssions,
CAFE fuel econony results fromtesting using Tier 3 E10
test fuel to align with results that woul d be expected
using Tier 2 EO test fuel. 1In so doing, we are
proposing to avoid the change in stringency of the
standards that would otherw se have resulted fromthe
change in the test fuel. Thus, the proposed adjustnent

factors are neant to ensure that the auto manufacturers
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face essentially the sane technical conpliance
chal l enges as they transition to the new test fuel.

The rul e al so responds to manufacturer
concerns about needing to test vehicles on both fuels
by transitioning to universal use of Tier 3 fuel.

The rul e al so proposes revisions to the
exi sting provisions for establishing values for fuel
economy w ndow stickers and del ayed transition before
manuf acturers are required to use the new fuel and
adj ustnent factors on their entire fleet.

Because the proposed rule is designed to
ensure no change in stringency of the GHG and CAFE
prograns, we do not expect any significant
envi ronnmental or economc inpacts to result from
implenmenting this rule and finalize as proposed.

Feedback provided during this hearing as well
as witten comments provided in response to the
proposal will informthe final rul emaking. Al
coments on the proposed rule, whether provided at
today's hearing or in witing, wll receive equa
consi derati on by EPA

The proposed rule, as published on May 13th
in the Federal Register, provides details of where to
submt witten comments. The comment period cl oses on
August 14t h, 2020.

t
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Now | et ne go over how we will conduct this

neeting. W are conducting this hearing in accordance
with Section 307(d)(5) of the Cean Air Act, which
requires EPA to provide interested persons an
opportunity for oral presentation in addition to
witten subm ssions.

The official record of this hearing will be
kept open through the end of the comrent period to
provi de for subm ssion of rebuttal or suppl enental
t esti nony.

| will be serving as the presiding officer of
today's hearing. | will be conducting the hearing
informally, and formal rules of evidence will not
apply.

| f appropriate, | may strike comments from
the record that are irrelevant or needl essly
repetitious. And | will apply reasonable limts on the
duration of the statenent of any w tness.

Each speaker will have up to five mnutes to
provide their verbal testinony. W wll be nonitoring
each speaker's tinme. And out of respect for subsequent
testifiers, we ask speakers to end pronptly at five
m nutes or before.

W will be calling witnesses one by one for
today's testinony. W e-nmailed the order of the

t
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speakers to those registered for the hearing, speakers

and non-speakers, this norning. W ask that you
monitor the |list of speakers and be prepared to present
your testinony when it is your turn to speak.

You will need to unnute yourself when we call
your nane, and you can proceed with your statenment. |If
you would like to testify but did not request to speak
in your registration, please send an e-mail to the sane
address used to register. W wll try to accommbdate
everyone who wants to testify.

W need witnesses to state their nane and
affiliation prior to nmaking a statenment. Wen each

wi tness has finished their presentation, the EPA staff

w Il have an opportunity to ask questions related to
the testinony. However, we wll not respond to
guesti ons.

Thank you.

And | will nowturn it over to Tad Wsor to

call on the first speaker.

TAD WSOR: Thank you, M ke.

Qur first speaker is Dan Bowerson fromthe
Al'liance for Autonotive |Innovation, if | have the new
name correct.

You can hit star six to unnmute yourself, and
you have five m nutes.

z
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DAN BOAERSON:  Very good on the new nane,
Tad. Can you hear nme okay?

TAD WSOR:  Yes.

DAN BONERSON: Great. Thank you.

DAN BOAERSON, ALLI ANCE FOR AUTOMOTI VE | NNOVATI ON:

DAN BOAERSON:  CGood afternoon. | am Dan
Bowerson. And on behalf of the Alliance for Autonotive
| nnovati on and our menbers, thank you for the
opportunity to testify today on EPA's NPRM on vehicle
test procedure adjustments for Tier 3 certification
test fuel.

The Alliance for Autonotive |nnovation, or
"Auto Innovators,” was formed in January and represents
t he manufacturers producing nearly 100 percent of cars
and light trucks sold in the US., along with
suppliers, technol ogy conpani es, and ot her
autonotive-rel ated val ue chain partners.

The auto industry is commtted to ongoing
progress for fuel econonmy and greenhouse gas em ssions,
and invests in inplenenting policies and programs that
can hel p support transportation electrification,
including battery electric, plug-in hybrid, and
hydrogen fuel cell technol ogies, all conplenenting
| ower carbon energy sources for transportation.

Manuf acturers offer nore electric nodels

t
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today than at any point in history. And nearly every
maj or aut omaker has announced plans to increase the
nunber of electrified platforns offered.

EPA's Tier 3 certification test fuel NPRM
proposes to change the test fuel currently used in
measuri ng NHTSA, CAFE, and EPA greenhouse gas em ssions
on Tier 3 notor vehicles, along w th making
correspondi ng test procedure adjustnents to be used
with the new test fuel

EPA seeks to change the cal cul ations used to
derive fuel econony fromvehicle em ssions in order to
preserve conparability to pass em ssions tests and
trends that is required by statute. In addition, EPA
proposes to change the neasure of vehicle em ssions
resulting in a shifting of greenhouse gas em ssions.
This is not required by statute.

Thi s approach wll work directly agai nst
fuel s-rel ated carbon reductions that are needed to
reduce the greenhouse gas em ssions on the car part,
which will remain dom nated by vehicles with interna
conbusti on engi nes for decades to cone.

We reconmend that EPA capitalize on this
significant opportunity while we all work to resolve
el ectrification work and chal |l enges.

W will be submitting detail ed coments next

t
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nmonth, but in the neantinme, we would |ike to provide a

previ ew of our comments.

First, regardless of the final adjustnent
that they've adopted, the proposed |ead tine and
phase-in schedul e nust be revised.

EPA' s proposal is outdated, as it was
devel oped several years ago when EPA was assum ng t hat
the final rule would be published before the end of
2019. W requested this delay in publication be
representative of updated timng. And as a result, we
request that EPA delay the mandatory phase-in of E10
test fuel requirenents by a mninumof two Mdel Years
to meet EPA's original lead tine intentions.

In addition to lead tine, we request the
ability to carry over EO data over the life of any
gi ven vehicle program This will prevent the need to
retest vehicles if there are no other changes that
woul d require retesting.

Wiile the E10 test fuel proposed rule was
bei ng devel oped, manufacturers have foll owed current
regul ati ons and conti nue perform ng greenhouse gas and
fuel econony testing required on EO test fuel.

Greenhouse gas and fuel econony testing is
under way or conpleted for Mdel Year 2021 on EO test
fuel. And carry over of this data should be all owed

t
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through the life of the prograns.

We have expressed concern all along about the
proposal to apply an adjustnent factor that could
result in reporting higher CO2 than what is neasured at
the tail pipe. Adding em ssions that are not emtted by
the vehicle, but rather to assess conpliance to
ot herwi se clean, efficient vehicles, is shortsighted
and counter to the goals of carbon reductions fromthe
transportation sector. This fictitious CO2 is not
emtted fromthe vehicle tail pipe and serves to
penal i ze the use of E10 gasoline in certification. As
our SAFE rule comments stated in 2018, if any change is
needed, it should be factored into the actual standards
and not applied to each test vehicle.

We al so have concerns about how EPA devel oped
this proposed R factor, and are working on sone
analysis to allow us to comment on EPA's approach nore
productively. W are review ng EPA's data, as well as
pairs of EO and E10 data, which have resulted fromthe
doubl e testing of em ssion conpliance vehicles with
criteria em ssions and CAFE greenhouse gas standards.
We are preparing our coments on that work.

Thank you again for the opportunity to
provide testinmony on this rul enmaki ng today. And we

| ook forward to providing detailed comments next nonth.
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Thank you.

TAD WSOR:  Thank you, Dan.

Qur next speaker is Chris Harto from Consuner
Reports. Please hit star six and proceed.

HARTO, CONSUMER REPCRTS:

CHRI S HARTO Hello, can you hear ne?

TAD WSOR:  Yes.

CHRI S HARTO This is Christopher Harto,
Senior Policy Analyst at Consumer Reports.

Consumer Reports is an independent,
non-profit nenber organization that works side by side
with consuners for truth, transparency, and fairness in
t he market pl ace.

Consuner Reports strongly supports EPA's
proposal to adjust the em ssions test procedures to
account for the use of regular gasoline.

Consumer Reports strongly objects to
aut omakers' request that EPA not adjust their formulas
to account for the change in fuel used in testing. Not
accounting for the fuel change will make tests
i naccurate. This hurts consunmers, because if
aut onakers get their way on this, they will not have to
make their vehicles as efficient, costing consuners at
t he gas punp.

Instead, this would essentially create a

t
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costly loophole in which cars, trucks, SUVs can pollute

nore, exposing us to nore harnful air and climte
pol | uti on.

If EPA allows this |oophole, it wil
effectively elimnate one year's worth of greenhouse
gas em ssions inprovenents required under the finalized
SAFE Rule. The SAFE rul e has already reduced the
stringency of greenhouse gas standards by 70 percent
relative to the previous standards, costing consuners
up to $300 billion on vehicles purchased over the next
15 years. Failing to account for the adjustnent in
fuel use in the em ssion standard would further weaken
al ready weak standards by up to another 20 percent.
This could cost consumers up to another $30 billion on
top of what they already stand to | ose fromthe SAFE
Rul e.

CR stands with consuners and requests that
EPA finalizes the proposed changes to test procedures
so that they are nore accurate in protecting consuners
and our environnent.

Thank you for your tinme. That concl udes ny
conment s.

TAD WSOR: Thank you, M. Harto.

Paul Billings, fromthe Anmerican Lung
Association is next. Please hit star six.

t
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PAUL BI LLI NGS, AMERI CAN HEART ASSOCI ATI ON:

PAUL BI LLINGS: Good afternoon. | am Paul
Billings, P-a-u-I B-i-l-l-i-n-g-s, National Senior Vice
President of Public Policy for the American Lung
Association. | appreciate the opportunity to speak to
you today.

The Anerican Lung Association is the ol dest
voluntary health organization in the United States.
Lung disease is the fourth | eading cause of death, and
| ung cancer is the |eading cancer killer anong wonen.
Nearly 25 mllion people, including 6 mllion children,
suffer fromasthma. W advocate on behal f of everyone
who br eat hes.

In April we released our 21st Annual State of
the Air Report. The report found that nearly five in
ten people, 150 mllion Americans, live in counties
wi th unheal thy ozone or particle pollution. That
represents an increase fromlast year's report that
showed 141 mllion people living in counties with
unheal thy air.

Cimate change is a big driver of these
i ncreases of exposure to unhealthy air fromparticul ate
matter fromw ldfires or ozone epi sodes caused by
excessive heat. Transportation is the single |argest
source of the pollution that is driving climate change.

t
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In 2013 the Anerican Lung Associ ation

supported the update of certification fuel to the end
use fuel. W reiterate our support today. The
overwhel m ng majority of gasoline sold today contains
up to 10 percent ethanol by volune, or E10. W believe
that testing and certification fuel should match the
fuel being sold in the market.

We support this proposed rule to ensure that
the transition to E10 as a test fuel has no inpact on
the stringency of light duty GHG em ssions and f uel
econony st andar ds.

The proposed transition to E10 as a test fuel
will allow manufacturers to performall their vehicle
testing on a single E10 fuel for conpliance wth both
Tier 3 and the GHG fuel econony standards. W support
this proposed change.

We understand that E10 will result in
slightly different CO2 em ssions neasurenents and fuel
econony results than does testing on the current fuel.
So we agree with EPA that this rulemaking action is
necessary to realign the test results fromthe GHG
CAFE fuel econony testing on the new Tier 3 test fue
so they are consistent wwth the results fromthe
testing on the original Tier 2 test fuel.

Ameri can Lung Associ ation opposes efforts by

t
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t he aut omakers to weaken the proposed testing

adj ust nent .

However, we are concerned about the tineline
for the inplenentation of this rulemaking. Tier 3
vehicl e and fuel standards were pronul gated in 2014.

Yet EPA is proposing to delay the requirenents to test
wth Tier 3 fuel for an additi onal Mdel Year, from
Model Year 2020 to Model Year 2021. EPA is proposing
optional certification on either fuel for Mdel Years
2021 and 2022. And then allow ng manufacturers that
previously tested for certification for conpliance with
the GHG standards, to carry over their existing data
and allow that carryover for Mdel Years 2023 and 2024,
but requiring certification for new nodels not eligible
for carryover data to be done on Tier 3 fuel.

Al told, testing for all vehicles on Tier 3
certification fuel would not be required until Mbdel
Year 2025. Renenber, the original rule was pronul gated
in 2014.

In contrast, the certification testing for
non- GHG pol lutants will continue to be done as required
by Tier 3. W appreciate and support EPA continuing to
test for criteria pollutants for Mdel Years 2020 for
LDVvs, LDTs, and MDPVs, and for heavy duty pickup trucks
and vans in Mdel Year 2022.
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So, therefore, we urge EPA to inplenent the

testing programw th the proposed adjustnments so their
results are consistent wth the results fromthe
testing on the original Tier 2 test fuel. And we urge
EPA to fully inplement the testing programin Mdel

Year 2021, and not delay the full inplenentation of the
Tier 3 fuel until 2025.

| thank you for the opportunity to provide
t hese comments. The Anerican Lung Association wll
file additional witten comments before the coment
deadl i ne.

TAD WSCOR:  Thank you, M. Billings. W |ook
forward to those comments.

Next is Terry Brownfield.

BROMFI ELD, PRI VATE Cl TI ZEN, COLORADO, USA:

TERRY BROMFI ELD: Hello. M nane is Terry
Brownfield, fromLarkspur, Colorado, near the Denver
Metro Area. | ama private citizen. Thank you for
taking ny coments. Can you hear nme clearly?

MR WYSOR: Very clearly.

TERRY BROMFI ELD: | am angered that
carnmakers are asking you, the EPA, to change the auto
em ssion test rules and create false | ower em ssion
cars, thereby duping consunmers and costing all of us in
the I ong run.

t
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The EPA nmade a positive change in updating

the fuel used to test vehicle em ssions. Tier 3 fuel
reflects the real word, what Anerican drivers purchase.
The EPA's preferred technical proposal to nake the
necessary adjustnents to testing to accurately refl ect
this fuel change is appropriate and desirable.

| am here today to ask you respectfully to
pl ease foll ow your plan, correct for, and then finalize
the switch to Tier 3 em ssion test standards for cars.

Your own technical docunents validate that
carnmakers have no rational reason to ask for a change.
Fuel efficiency standards were already rolled back this
year, which neans ny famly is already going to pay a
penal ty when we purchase our next vehicle. W wll pay
by having a |l ess efficient vehicle that is worthless.
W will be paying nore at the gas punp. And we will be
payi ng nore in long-termnegative health effects due to
hi gher vehicl e em ssions.

How do | explain to the students I work with
that in one decision, the EPA changed car em ssion
standards which wll threaten their health for a
lifetinme. There are already so many chil dren dealing
wi th asthma and ot her conprom sed | ung function issues.

In the 14 years | have worked with speci al

needs students at elenentary, m ddl e, and hi gh school
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| evel s, | have seen health issues firsthand. My |

speak for these children who don't have the ability to
speak for thenselves? Al children have young fragile
l ungs and need you to act for them Please protect

t hese students. Protect their future. And keep your
original correction to the vehicle global warm ng

em ssions test to account for the change to the fuel
consuners use.

In the 9th grade science class | worked in
this past school year, students |earned about climte
change. They di scovered how air pollution, especially,
and nost certainly, auto em ssions, exacerbate the
negative inpacts of clinmate change, inpacts that wll
negatively inpact their entire |ives.

My students need to hear that the EPA
followed their own technical analysis, which showed
that by 2030 Tier 3 fuel standards would prevent a
signi ficant nunber of premature deaths, reduce hospita
visits due to asthma-rel ated energenci es, reduce upper
and |l ower respiratory systens in these students'
friends, and contribute to a better future for them

| work hard to keep ny famly as healthy as
possi bl e, but we don't have a choice in our risk for
di sease and death due to air-pollution-rel ated causes.
W live in an urban freeway corridor. Poor air quality

t
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iIs a near daily occurrence due to em ssions from
vehi cl es.

According to the Anerican Lung Associ ati on,

I ncreasi ng carbon emssions wll accelerate climte
change, worsen al ready poor air quality, and increase
heal th ri sk.

| f you agai n weaken the eni ssion standards
for carnakers, you are penalizing every breath we take.
You woul d be burdening ny famly and every ot her
Anerican citizen with nedical issues we can't control,
j ust because we breat he.

EPA's mission is to protect human health and
the environnment. Auto enmi ssion testing and regul ation
using Tier 3 fuel neets this mssion. It is what you
had planned. And making the test correction is the
right way to nove forward.

| am appal l ed that the auto industry is
asking for it, for no credible reason, after auto
em ssion standards were already recently relaxed for
t hem

Pl ease protect ny famly. Please protect the
students I work with. Please protect all Anmericans.
The current risks to our lung health are now greatly
wor sened by the COVID pandemc. W need you to keep
our air as clean as possible.

t
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| strongly support the proposed adjustment to
the vehicle em ssion test procedure to use regular
gasoline. Please nake the adjustnment needed, and give
Americans accurate pollution test standards that
reflect the true pollution produced by cars.

Thank you very much.

MR WYSOR: Thank you.

Next is Luke Tonachel, fromthe Natural

Resour ces Def ense Counci |

LUKE TONACHEL, NATURAL RESOURCES DEFENSE COUNCI L:

LUKE TONACHEL: Good afternoon. And thank
you for holding this hearing. M name is Luke
Tonachel. | amDrector of the C ean Vehicles and
Fuel s Group at the Natural Resources Defense Council
or NRDC. | amhere today on behalf NRDC s nore than
3 mllion nmenbers and online activists who support our
efforts to safeguard all Anericans' rights to clean
air, clean water, and a heal thy planet.

Seven years ago, alnost to the day, | filed
comrents on behalf of NRDC to EPA's Tier 3 notice of
proposed rul emaki ng. NRDC urged that the Agency
finalize clean air gasoline and vehicle em ssions
requi rements to ensure that necessary air pollution
reductions were achieved. NRDC al so supported EPA's
plan to switch to a Tier 3 certification fuel that was

t
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nore representative of the fuel used in the consuner

fuel market because it had 10 percent ethanol.

EPA has indicated that having a certification
fuel closer to the actual end use fuel would help
ensure that the expected pollution reductions under the
Tier 3 standards woul d actually be achieved in
vehi cl es.

Today, | amhere to urge EPA to finalize
rules that would conplete the transition to a Tier 3
E10 certification test fuel with adjustnment factors
that apply to both vehicle greenhouse gas and fuel
econony test results for the greenhouse gas and CAFE
prograns and the fuel econony and environnent | abel.

NRDC opposes the adoption of a Tier 3 E10
certification fuel without the CO2 adjustnent factor.
The adjustnent factor nust be included to avoid
addi ti onal backsliding in the stringency of greenhouse
gas and CAFE st andards.

According to EPA's analysis, a switch to
testing on Tier 3 fuel without the adjustnment factor
will result in a 1.6 percent decrease in the stringency
of the greenhouse gas em ssions standards. The 1.6
percent stringency reduction would be nore than the
expected gain of an entire Mdel Year under the
recently finalized SAFE Part 2 roll back of the

t
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greenhouse gas and CAFE st andards.

Any reduction in stringency of the greenhouse
gas and CAFE standards is a step in the wong
direction. The need to protect public health, the
climate, and consuners' wallets conpel standards that
are at least as strong as the greenhouse gas and CAFE
standards finalized in 2012 through Mddel Year 2025.

NRDC strongly opposes the SAFE Part 2
roll back. W believe that it is technically
unjustified and ill egal.

NRDC, our nenbers, and our supporters, and
nost Anericans support keeping the 2012 standards in
pl ace, not the roll back.

Elimnating the CO2 adjustnent factor during
a swwtch to Tier 3 fuel would conpound an al ready
di sastrous roll back.

And one additional comment on the timng of
the Tier 3 fuel and adjustnent factor inplenentation:
We understand fromthe proposal that EPA has already
adjusted this schedule to reflect the fact that this
proposal has conme |ater than originally expected. Any
further delay would be a problem And, in fact, EPA
shoul d | ook to accel erate, as other commenters have
nmentioned, the inplenentation of the Tier 3 fuel with
adj ust nent factors.

t
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As | said before, the EPA put in place the

new Tier 3 fuel to ensure that the reductions under the
Tier 3 programwoul d actually be achi eved.

I n conclusion, NRDC urges EPA to adopt the
Tier 3 certification test fuel with the adjustnent
factors.

Thank you for your tine today.

MR WYSOR: Thank you.

Next is Barry Wendell fromthe Gty of
Mor gant own, West Virgini a.

VENDELL, CITY OF MORGANTOWN:

BARRY VWENDELL: Hello. | amBarry Wendell, a
city councilor in Mrgantown, West Virginia, the
| argest city in the north central part of the state,
with a popul ation of over 30, 000.

Qur city has signed on to the Paris Cinate
Accord. W have a green teamthat is proposing the
things we can do to protect the environment, and not
coincidentally, lower our city costs and save noney for
t axpayers.

The proposal before you will provide
consuners a nore accurate rating of the gas m|leage on
cars available on the nmarket, which will help them make
changes that will both inprove the environment and save
money. \Wen the EPA regul ates em ssions, then their

t
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test fuel needs to be taken into account.

Sone automakers want to create a | oophole
that will allow nore pollution and | ower ml|eage on
their cars. This is not a tine to accept worse gas
ml|eage and dirtier air.

The original proposal to base gas ml eage
clains on the fuel consumers actually use is in line
with our goals as the city in Mrgantown, and will help
me personally select a car the next time | amin the
mar ket .

| support the proposal to change to the new
standard. Thank you very nuch.

MR WYSOR: Thank you.

Next is Evvan Morton from Rutgers University.
MORTON, RUTGERS UNI VERSI TY:

EWAN MORTON: CGood afternoon. M name is
Evvan Morton. | ama post-doctoral science policy
fellowwith Rutgers University. | greatly appreciate
the opportunity to provide testinmony on the inportant
subj ect of vehicle em ssions testing procedures in the
critical role of effective regulation to ensure living
gl obal warm ng em ssions from passenger vehicle.

| strongly support the EPA's proposal to
adj ust em ssions testing protocols and conpliance
calculations for the light duty greenhouse gas em ssion

t
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standards and fuel econony standards to ensure that the

transition to E10 as a test fuel has no inpact on the
stringency of the standards.

As a recent Ph.D. graduate in sustainable
engi neering, my research focuses on the inportance of
managi ng climate change by both preventing new carbon
di oxi de em ssions fromentering the atnosphere, as well
as renovi ng past carbon di oxi de em ssions fromthe
at nospher e usi ng negative-em ssions technol ogy.

Many climate change and environnent al
policies do not recognize that carbon dioxide sits in
t he at nosphere for hundreds to thousands of years,
whi ch i ncreases gl obal warm ng and prol ongs the harnfu
effects of climte change.

It is vital that we keep carbon di oxi de out
of the atnosphere if we want to effectively nanage
cli mate change.

|f the EPA's new testing procedure is not
i npl enment ed, nore carbon dioxide will be unnecessarily
emtted into the atnosphere, negatively affecting our
heal th and wel fare.

Wien | first |earned about this proposed
testing protocol, it imrediately made ne think of the
testing protocols used when testing for lead in Flint,

M chigan's drinking water. M chigan's testing protocol

Ra
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i ncl uded pre-flushing, requiring residents to run their

faucets for several mnutes before testing for |ead.
This protocol purposefully reduced the anount of |ead
detected in the water, and unfairly prevented Flint
residents fromreceiving clean water.

Thankful ly, this protocol has been changed to
reflect the EPA's federal testing protocol, which
di scourages pre-flushing.

Pur poseful | y underestimati ng the anmount of
| ead in drinking water jeopardizes the health of
comruni ties, and especially of children.

Li kewi se, underestimating carbon di oxi de
em ssions fromcars will negatively affect our health
and wel |l -being, with a disproportionate inpact on
chil dren.

Ensure pollution tests reflect reality is
key, whether we are tal king about |ead polluting our
children's water, or the em ssions we experience from
cars and trucks on our roads.

| support the EPA s proposal to adjust
em ssions testing protocol and conpliance cal cul ati ons.
And | thank the EPA for maintaining standards that
protect our health and welfare. Thank you.

MR, WYSOR: Thank you.

Next is Carol Lee Rawn, from Ceres.

t
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CAROL LEE RAWN, CERES:

CARCL LEE RAWN.  Thank you for the
opportunity to testify today. M nane is Carol Lee
Rawn, and | amthe Senior Director of Transportation
for Ceres. Ceres is a sustainability nonprofit
organi zation working with investors and conpanies. The
Ceres Investor Network on Climate Ri sk conprises nore
than 175 institutional investors collectively managing
more than $79 trillion in assets. The Ceres policy
BI CEP network and company network conprise many Fortune
500 firms and other nmjor conpanies.

| note that both investors and conpanies in
our networks have expressed strong opposition to the
Trunp Adm nistration's significant weakening of the
l'i ght duty greenhouse gas em ssion and fuel econony
st andar ds.

| am here to express our strong support for
EPA' s proposed rul e seeking to ensure that the change
in test fuel has no inpact on the stringency of the
greenhouse gas emnissions and fuel econony standards.
This is especially inportant given the weakness of the
current SAFE Rul e.

Qur anal yses have denonstrated that strong
standards are critical to ensuring the gl obal
conpetitiveness of the U S. auto industry and the

t
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success of our broader economy. In addition, strong
standards are necessary to mtigate the significant
econom ¢ cost associated with climte change.
Evidently a rule change that would effectively cancel
out even the current weak standards would only
exacerbate their negative inpacts. Accordingly, we
strongly support EPA's proposed rule including a CO2
adj ustment factor, which would serve to effectively
prevent further weakening of the standards.

I will submit witten comrents as well.
Thank you.

MR WYSOR: Thank you.

Next is WIIl Anderson fromthe Sierra C ub

W LL ANDERSQN, SIERRA CLUB

W LL ANDERSON: Good afternoon. My nane is
W1l Anderson. | amspeaking for the Sierra Cub, the
Sierra Club and our 3.8 mllion menbers and supporters.
| appreciate the opportunity to testify today on the
negative real-world inpact in the proposal to change
EPA' s vehicle em ssion testing procedures under the
Tier 3 pollution rule.

However, | would also like to take this
opportunity to urge the EPA to better utilize available
vi deoconference technology for future virtual public
hearings during this public health crisis or any other

z
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future crises. And that having a video option woul d

give the public the opportunity to be seen nore as they
woul d be in a public hearing, at the very |east, give
the opportunity for the public to testify face to
virtual face with that.

Today we are here to testify that while we
recogni ze and appreciate the EPA and the commit nent
t hey have made to updating the fuel that they use
under -- the test vehicles under the Tier 3 regulation,
the devil is always in details, and the details show
that while EPA is correctly proposing those adjustnents
to Tier 3 test procedures to better account for E10
fuel than on the retail market, the tineline of the
i npl enentation and | ack of adjustnent factor to change
vehi cl e em ssions testing procedures would wi nd up
under counting em ssions fromnew cars by about 1.6
percent, cancelling a year's worth of progress toward a
cl eaner car standard.

Additionally, according to recent public
heal th anal ysis, being exposed to air pollution is
I inked notably to a higher rate of death with people
with COvI D 19.

The transportation sector is a significant
and dangerous source of the particulate matter and
pollution. And additionally studies show that |ow

t
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i ncome nei ghbor hoods and conmmunities of col or breathe
inthe dirtiest source of the pollution causing higher
rates of asthma, cancer, and respiratory issues.

We nust not exacerbate a public health crisis
with adjustnent in the Tier 3 em ssions programthat
woul d effectively make vehicles appear cleaner and nore
efficient than they are, but w thout any sort of real
change to the vehicle whatsoever

And we woul d |ike accurate pollution test
standards that tell the dirty truth about pollution
produced by cars, and not a rigged systemthat would
profit automakers at the expense of public health and
our climate.

Pl ease adopt the real-world test fuel with
the adjustable factor. Thank you.

MR WYSOR  Thank you.

Next is Elizabeth Bunn fromthe Labor Network
for Sustainability.

ELI ZABETH BUNN. (Ckay. Can you hear nme.

TAD WSOR:  Yes, we can. Thank you.

ELI ZABETH BUNN:  Thank you. Thank you.

Sorry.

ELI ZABETH BUNN, LABOR NETWORK FOR SUSTAI NABI LI TY:

ELI ZABETH BUNN. My nane is Elizabeth Bunn
and | am speaki ng today on behalf of the Labor Network
L
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for Sustainability. W are an advocacy organi zation
pronoting sustai nabl e environnental and sustainabl e

econom c policies. W believe we should be able to

make a living on a living planet. Thank you for the
opportunity to speak here today.

| am not a scientist, but | believe science
shoul d drive EPA policy and practice. Like nme, nost
Ameri can consuners are not scientists, and rely on
agencies |li ke the EPA especially the EPA to provide
the facts we need to nake inforned decisions about our
health and the health of our planet.

As part of this agency's responsibility to
protect the environnent, is the obligation to provide
accurate, reliable, trustworthy information. And to
ensure that its own standards, |ike CAFE, are net.

We, therefore, applaud the Agency's
commitnent to update the fuel that it uses to test
vehicles under its Tier 3 reqgulation, because it would
allow EPA to generate data on tail pi pe em ssions that
reflect real -world experience.

For this same reason, as others have al ready
stated, EPA nust adjust how the fuel nunbers are
incorporated in the Cean Car Standards. Failing to
make the adjustnent woul d cause an underestinate of the
gl obal warm ng em ssions fromnew cars. W need

t
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accurate pollution standards that tell the truth about

vehicle em ssions. Furthernore, we would |l ose a full
year's worth of inprovenents that are mandated by the
newy issued clean car standards. This is a step in
t he opposite direction fromwhat we need. EPA should
not acqui esce to automaker denmands not to use the
comon sense adjustnent factor.

We now know that there are real-world effects
of tail pi pe em ssions from gasoline-powered vehicl es.
O hers have already, and | amsure others will, detai
t he greenhouse gas em ssions that harm our planet and
the effects of other pollutants on our health and the
heal th of our children by child asthma rates.

Suffice it to say we all benefit from know ng
t hese effects, so we can nake infornmed decisions both
as consuners and as policynekers.

We urge you to apply the appropriate
adj ustnent factor and use accurate pollution standards,
so that we all know the truth about harnful em ssions
cars produce. And that we neet the al ready-reduced
CAFE standards, and not |ower them further through the
back door.

Thank you very nmuch.

MR, WYSOR: Thank you.

Next is Neelu Tummala from Virginia

t
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Cinicians for imte Action

NEELU TUMVALA, VIRG NI A CLI NI CI ANS FOR CLI MATE ACTI ON:

NEELU TUMVALA: Geat. Thank you. And I
accidently signed up twice, so you can delete nmy name
fromthe list. | amthe very |ast person

MR WYSOR: W caught that.

NEELU TUMVALA: Yes. Sorry. | was excited
about this testinony.

Good afternoon. M nane is Neelu Tumal a.
am a physician at George Washi ngton University, and a
menber of Virginia Ainicians for dinmate Action.

| greatly appreciate the opportunity to
provi de testinony on the subject of vehicle em ssions
testing procedure, and to speak up on behalf of the
heal th of ny patients.

Effective regulation is critical to ensure
the limtation of harnful em ssions from passenger
vehicles. | support the proposed adjustnent to the
testing procedure to account for the new fuel.

The current times we are living in are sone
of the nmost challenging we have faced as a nation. But
they also rem nd us what we val ue nost, the health and
wel | -being of our famlies and friends.

| had a patient in clinic recently whom| had
not seen in a few nonths. | joked wth himabout how

t
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he was handling staying cooped inside, in order to

mnimze his exposure to COVID 19. And he responded
with, "Stop. Wat do you nean a few weeks? | have
been doing this for years.” | learned that he |ived
near a hi ghway, and he said that the air pollution of
the | ast several years was aggravating his asthma, so
he found it easier to stay indoors protected fromthe
outside air.

When you hear froma patient like this who is
directly suffering fromanbient air pollution, it is
easy to understand why air pollution is such a
concerning issue of public health. He rem nded ne that
while we nmust all work together to mtigate the
COVI D- 19 pandem c, we nust also not ignore other public
heal th concerns, including poor air quality and climate
change.

Carbon dioxide is the primary greenhouse gas
driving climte change. And an increase in carbon
em ssions will only exacerbate various health issues
associated with climte change, including increased
rates of nmental health di sease, such as anxiety and
stress, worsening respiratory di seases such as asthm
in children, prolonged allergy season, and increased
heart disease in the elderly.

If the EPA fails to adjust the vehicle

t
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em ssions test procedure, permanently reducing the
stringency of global warm ng em ssions standards, what
does that say about how much val ue we place on public
heal th? The EPA nust nove forward with this rule and
conduct accurate vehicle emssions tests. The |ast
thing we need during the COVID- 19 public health crisis
is to exacerbate climte change by allow ng nore

em ssions fromcars.

Thank you.

MR WYSOR: Thank you.

Next is Brian Ditzler fromthe Mryl and
Sierra d ub.

E. DI TZLER S| ERRA CLUB

BRIAN E. DITZLER Good afternoon. M nane
is Brian Ditzler, and | am speaking here today as a
veteran, retired corporate nmanager, grandfather of
three with one nore on the way, and volunteer wth
Maryland Sierra Club. | live in Silver Spring,

Maryl and, and have been concerned for a long tine about
how many of our |aws, regulations, and personal actions
are callously ruining our environment.

The Environmental Protection Agency has
played a critically inportant role since its creation
in helping limt the pollution of our air and water,
until the current Admnistration. The EPA was often

t
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not as aggressive in its decisions as | would have

i ked, but at | east you were headed in a generally
positive direction.

| strongly support the EPA follow ng through
on the conmmtnent it previously made to adjust the
vehi cl e em ssion test procedure to use regul ar
gasol i ne, the sane fuel consuners can find at any gas
stati on.

Failing to make the planned adjustnent woul d
result in the environnental and health danmagi ng
tail pipe em ssions fromnew cars to be underesti mat ed,
whi ch woul d m sl ead the public about how cl ean and
efficient new cars really are.

The aut omakers and their Washi ngton | obbyists
have asked for the test standard to remai n unchanged
because they clearly are not concerned about accurate
i nformati on being shared with the public, or the inpact
that tail pipe pollution fromtheir vehicles is having
on our health or the environnent.

Tai | pi pe em ssions fromvehicles with
i nternal conbustion engines already are the | eading
contributor in this country to clinmate change, and al so
are hazardous to human health. Tail pipe em ssions are
i nked to various cancers, heart disease, asthna,
enphysema, and ot her respiratory di seases, plus wonen

t
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nore likely to have premature, underwei ght, or

still born babies.

Many bl ack and brown Anericans |iving near
hi ghways are not only nore likely to suffer fromthe
health conditions | just nentioned, but also are nore
susceptible to COVID-19. This should be a concern to
all of us now, as our country awakens to the many
institutional racism-- to the nany ways t hat
institutional racismis natively affecting our country.

Before | close, let ne note that if EPA
shoul d decide not to make the planned adjustnent, then
you need to undertake a new rul emaking with its fornmal
noti ce and conment process that would need to be
fol | owned.

And if the pandem c causes future neetings to
be held renpotely, | encourage EPA to catch up with the
ti mes and do vi deoconferencing, as virtually all other
organi zati ons now are doi ng.

In summary, EPA needs to follow through on
its earlier commtnent to update the type of fuel that
it uses to test vehicles under Tier 3 regulation.
Doing so wll ensure we have accurate pollution test
standards that tell the truth about the pollution
produced by cars, not a rigged systemthat benefits
aut omakers at the expense of our environnent and human

t
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heal t h.

The right course of action for you to take on
this matter is clear. | strongly encourage you to take
it.

Thank you.

MR. WSOR:  Thank you.

Next is Steven Sondheimfrom Sierra.

You can hit star six to unnute yourself.

STEVEN SONDHEI M SI ERRA:

STEVEN SONDHEI M This is Steven Sondheim |
amfromChicago. | amin the National Sierra Cub, the
Chicago club. For years | was a |eader in the
transportation, green transportation |eadership team
And | wll start ny comments now.

| have been to three of the COPs, the UN
Cimate Change Conferences, Paris, Durbin, and Cancun.
One of the nost amazing things in Durbin, Arerica was
panned at that time. But one of the nbst amazing
things was they were really praised for the proposed
CAFE standards. It was the one highlight. And to go
back on that makes us | ook pretty bad. That's one
t hi ng.

The other thing is, | agree that we should
keep those standards with regular gasoline to make an
accurate -- in away, this is like fudging. This is in

t

HANSON RENA'SSANCE hansonreporting.com
I | counT REPoRTERS & VDKo 313.567.8100




© o0 ~N o o b~ wWw NP

N DN N NN R R R R R R R R Rl e
g A W N P O © 00 N oo 0o NN W N P O

JONNA

07/ 13/ 2020 Page 42

a small way |ike what Vol kswagen did, somehow cheating
and making things | ook better than they really are.

| agree with some of the previous comrents
about the air quality and the carbon. Got a |ot of
t hose problens, especially now.

And the world is nmoving to EVs. And by
having i naccurate gas m|eage standards, that's
probably going to push it even further. That's another
t hi ng.

And | also agree that we shoul d have
interactive hearings, instead of, you know, a quick
phone call where only the people on there hear it.
This is a very, very serious natter

Ckay. | think that's what | had to say.
Thank you.

TAD WSOR:  And thank you.

Next we have Jonna Ham |ton, fromthe Union
of Concerned Scientists.

HAM LTON, UNI ON OF CONCERNED SCI ENTI STS:

JONNA HAM LTON:  Hi.  Thank you. Can you
hear nme?

MR WSOR  Yes.

JONNA HAM LTON: Geat. GCood afternoon. And
thank you for the opportunity to testify today. M
name is Jonna Ham lton, and | amthe Senior Manager of

t
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Governnent Affairs in the Cean Transportati on Program

at the Union of Concerned Scientists, or UCS.

UCS has over half a mllion supporters. And
our organi zation works to nake sure that policy is
based on the best available data. Unfortunately, we
have strong concerns the Agency is using this
rul emaki ng to exclusively avoid doing that.

The Agency recently conpleted its so-called
SAFE Rul emaki ng, severely weakeni ng greenhouse gas
em ssion standards for light duty vehicles, despite its
own anal ysis show ng that consumers will be billions of
dollars worse off with reduced consumer choice in
vehicles, and that the harnful em ssions fromthe
additional oil use wll kill at |east one thousand
people, and result in nearly a billion tons of gl oba
war m ng em ssions that affects the clinmate.

Thi s rul emaki ng was kick started by the
aut omakers seeking to overturn the protective and
technically sound regul ations set in 2012, and affirmnmed
in 2016.

And in this proposal, EPA suggests that it is
ready again to ignore technically sound policies for
their weakened regul ations at the industry's request.

EPA Tier 3 regul ations protect public health
and welfare by significantly reducing the tail pipe

t
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criteria emssions fromlight duty vehicles. This NPRM

lays out a swtch in the fuel used in the test
procedures, away from I ndol ene, basically a perfect
gasoline that doesn't exist in the market, to gasoline
that's used by consuners. Because the test fuel is
used for all em ssions testing, it has a direct inpact
on the efficacy of the greenhouse gas regul ati ons,
regul ati ons which the Adm nistration just spent three
years gutting.

Qut of the Tier 3 regul ations, EPA undertook
a nulti-year project to assess the inpacts of this new
fuel, what this new fuel switch woul d have on both the
gr eenhouse gas en ssion standards and the CAFE program

The resulting data were abundantly clear.
Switching fromlndol ene to E10 reduces greenhouse gas
em ssions for today's vehicles, on paper anyway. This
fact was ignored in the SAFE Rul emaki ng, but it cannot
be ignored today.

In the final Tier 3 Rule, as it had in the
proposal, EPA affirnmed, quote, "its commtnent to the
principle that the change in test fuel would not affect
t he stringency of the CAFE or greenhouse gas standards.
And that the labeling calculations will be updated in a
future action to reflect the change in test fuel
properties," end quote.

t
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It is critical that EPA update the

cal cul ations for both the CAFE and greenhouse gas
progranms to ensure that manufacturers do not receive
undue credit for em ssion reductions resulting from
this procedural shift.

That brings us to present day. |In this NPRV
EPA has proposed adjusting the CAFE and greenhouse gas
regul ations to account for the em ssions and fuel usage
inpacts related fromswitching fromTier 2 to Tier 3
test fuels. W strongly support this action.

However, we are deeply concerned by the
Agency's request for comrent on and consi deration of
not making this adjustnment to the greenhouse gas test
procedure, an action that was directly requested by
manuf acturers in the neeting with OVB about this rule.

| f EPA does not finalize an adj ustnent
factor, this will result in 1.6 percent reduction in
tested em ssions, on average, no real-world benefit.
St at ed another way, if EPA chooses not to nake the
adjustnent, it will be as if the automakers woul d not
have to i nprove the em ssions performance in their
vehicles at all for one of the years in the recently
finalized SAFE 2 Rul e.

The Agency has clear technical data from

years of research. There is no analytic rationale for
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t he suggested action. W believe that such a drastic
step woul d require an additional supplenental notice of
proposed rul emaki ng before such an action can be
finalized, given that there is no data in this NPRM
that supports it.

EPA nmust uphold its charge under the O ean
Air Act and finalize adjustnent factors for both the
CAFE and G eenhouse Gas Emi ssion prograns, in order to
preserve what little remaining stringency exists in
these rules today. And to avoid setting a precedent
whi ch woul d undermine its test programas a critical
real -world benefits resulting fromits regulations. W
support the fuel switch, but strenuously oppose the
| ack of adjustment factors.

Thank you.

MR WYSOR  Thank you.

Next is Ethan Edward Goff man.
EDWARD GOFFMAN, | NDI VI DUAL:

ETHAN EDWARD GOFFMAN:  Can you hear me?

MR WYSOR Loud and clear. Go ahead.

ETHAN EDWARD GOFFMAN:  Thank you. This is
Ethan Goffman. | am an environnental and
transportation rider in Rockville, Maryland. | am
someone who chooses not to own a car and to live as
environmental ly friendly a life as possible. | am
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doi ng ny personal part to reduce clinmte change and

have cl eaner |ocal air.

And | think that those who drive should do
their part also through governnent efficiency nmandates,
since they are polluting the air and the environnent
that we all breathe and depend upon.

Therefore, | comend the EPA s adjustnent of
test procedures for tailpipe em ssions to reflect
real -world emssions. It is crucial to be as accurate
as possi bl e.

However, | hope that you adjust your test
procedure to account for the changes caused by this
switch as you originally proposed.

It is nmy understanding that adjusting the
test as requested by the autonmakers woul d under count
climate change em ssions by 1.6 percent. And that's on
top of recent changes to CAFE standards that already
all ow i ncreased em ssi ons.

So overall, the U S is doing too little to
stop the climte disaster, and reducing testing
stringency will continue to nibble away at our efforts.
This is one of thousands of decisions |leading to a
future planet uninhabitable by humans, along with
nmassi ve speci es extinction.

| live in a part of the country that already

t
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has regular air quality alerts due to traffic, and |

have sone respiratory issues nyself. But the problem
i's much worse for children and for |ow incone and

vul nerabl e groups who have high rates of asthnma and
other medical conditions. W have seen the results of
these in the high fatality rates of vul nerable groups
to COVID-19. So anything done to help air quality is a
step toward a nore fair society.

By making tests for vehicle em ssions as
rigorous as possible, you will help nake life easier
for children today.

And by reduci ng greenhouse gas em ssions, you
will help life nmore liveable for future generations.

So pl ease nake tail pi pe em ssion standards as
rigorous as your own planning has shown was necessary.

Thank you.

MR WYSOR  Thank you.

Next is Steven VanderGiend fromthe U ban
Air Initiative.

STEVEN VANDERGRI END, URBAN Al R | NI TI ATI VE, | NC.

STEVEN VANDERGRI END:  Hello. Do you hear me
okay?

MR WYSOR  You are |loud and clear. Go
ahead.

STEVEN VANDERGRI END:  Thank you.
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Good afternoon. M nane is Steve

VanderGiend. And | amthe technical director for the
Urban Air Initiative.

In addition to representing Uban Air, | am
here to speak for lowa, Illinois, and M ssouri corn
growers. Wile we share EPA's desire to ensure that
any change in test fuels does not slow the pace and
progress in reduci ng greenhouse gas em ssions, we
cannot agree with the nethods or rules that EPA is
proposing to acconplish that goal.

We believe that the proposed rule test
procedure adjustnents, both for carbon dioxide
em ssions and for fuel econony cal cul ations, are
erroneously high, and wll nake the standards nore
stringent, unlawfully circunventing the |egal
procedures that Congress put into place to increase the
st andar ds.

Even worse, the test procedure adjustnents
wi | | di scourage the adoption of vehicle technol ogy and
| ow carbon fuels that are critical to achieving
continued reduction in vehicle environnental inpact
that we all desire.

Let ne explain. The proposed rul e adj ust nent
factors for carbon dioxide em ssions artificially
i nflates the carbon-rel ated exhaust em ssions for
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vehicles certified on Tier 3 E10 fuel. As a result,

the rule penalizes | ow carbon fuels |ike EL10 by
elimnating the natural advantage of a | ower carbon
sol uti on.

| f extended to other test fuels, this test
procedure adjustnent woul d deprive the automakers of
any incentive to use | ower carbon test fuels.

W believe the adoption of | ow carbon fuels
is an inportant piece of a conprehensive approach to
| esseni ng green vehicles' greenhouse gas em ssi ons.

EPA and the auto manufacturers have | ong
agreed that vehicles and fuels operate as a system and
t hat keepi ng the door open to a synergistic evolution
of vehicle and fuels is inportant.

Gasoline vehicles will be in the market for
decades to conme. So it is inportant to focus on fuels
t hat can | ower carbon em ssions of these vehicles now
and t hroughout any future transition.

Lower em ssions at | ower cost for all
consuners nust not be ignored. By elimnating the
nat ural advantage of | ow carbon fuels in the
certification process, EPA' s proposed rul e di scourages
t he auto manufacturers from adopti ng even | ower carbon
liquid fuels, and from devel opi ng vehi cl e technol ogy
that, coupled with those fuels, will lead to further
t

HANSON RENA'SSANCE hansonreporting.com
I | counT REPoRTERS & VDKo 313.567.8100




© 00 N oo o A~ W N PP

N N N N NN P P P PR PR R PR
o A W N P O © 0O N O 0 M W N P O

07/ 13/ 2020 Page 51
em ssi on i nprovenents.

Sinply stated, inplenenting the test
procedures that artificially inflate the carbon di oxi de
em ssions of |low carbon fuels is the wong way to
mai ntain future reduction in greenhouse gas em ssi ons.

EPA' s test procedures should instead | eave
fuel neutral, allowi ng auto manufacturers to neet those
st andards through the best conbination of vehicle
technol ogy and fuel selection. G ving manufacturers
the freedomto innovate will |lead to the best outcones
for both the environnent and for the consuner.

| f needed, EPA has anple authority to adjust
t he greenhouse gas standards under Section 202 of the
Clean Air Act. It does not have the authority to
adj ust standards by mani pul ati ng vehicle test
procedures.

In closing, the proposed rule's test
procedure adjustnent would be a step backwards. By
elimnating the natural advantage of |ow carbon fuels,
the rule evades | egal requirenents and di scourages the
kind of innovation that is essential to devel opi ng next
generation | ow carbon vehicl e technol ogy.

W will submt nore of our detailed coments
in the weeks to cone. Thank you for your tine.

TAD WSOR:  Thank you
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M. Charles Yoder is next. Ht star six and
proceed.

Charl es Yoder, are you able to unnute?

CHARLES C. YODER, | NDI VI DUAL:

CHARLES C. YODER This is Charles Yoder. |
amsorry. | hit the wong button to unnute. | live in
Bal timore, Maryl and.

And | support EPA' s action to neasure
pol lution test results based on the fuels people
actually buy at their service stations. That's because
standards and reports should reflect real-world
reality.

There are many strands in the fabric of the
tapestry that enconpasses America's 244-year experinent
in representative governnent. And one of the nost
i mportant of those strands is the people's confidence
that our governnent is truthful and is, in fact, a
governnent of and for the people.

As an exanpl e, when NOAA supported fal se
assertions that Al abama was threatened by a hurricane,
that action was corrosive to the fabric that binds our
soci ety together.

Simlarly, if EPA were to respond to
pol luters by adopting a process changing the reported
outcome of the mleage tests in industry's favor, then
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the fabric binding our nation together will be

weakened.

| ask you not to be conplicit in the rending
of that fragile fabric. Ask you to reject the industry
petition, a petition that if adopted woul d weaken the
effect of otherwise admrable steps EPA is taking to
bring the process into agreement with reality.

Thanks for the opportunity to commrent.

MR WYSOR: And thank you

Next is Chris Bliley from G owh Energy.

BLI LEY, GROMH ENERGY

CHRIS BLILEY: H . Thisis Chris Bliley. |
amthe head of Regulatory Affairs for G owth Energy.

Gowth Energy is the largest renewal fuel
organi zation in the world, representing 103 et hanol
producers, 89 businesses in the ethanol value chain,
and tens of thousands of biofuel supporters across the
country.

Thanks for the opportunity to appear
virtually before you today.

Over the past few decades, we have seen
tremendous growth in the use of homegrown biofuels |ike
ethanol. Ethanol is a | ow carbon biofuel which reduces
greenhouse gas em ssions on average of 39 percent

conpared to gasoline.
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Today 98 percent of our nation's gasoline is

bl ended with 10 percent ethanol, becom ng the de facto
fuel for Anerican consuners. And wth year-round
approval of E15 and the potential of high octane

m dl evel ethanol blends, we are poised to do nuch, mnuch
nor e.

So it is very appropriate that the Tier 3
regul ati on change the certification fuel fromEO to
E10.

Wiile G owh Energy and the nunber of
st akehol ders will be providing nore technical comrents,
there are several itens that ought to be given
i nportant consideration to ensure that automakers are
not di scouraged from using ethanol blends now or into
the future

Wiile we are pleased to see that EPA is
taking action to adjust the R factor fromits val ue set
decades ago, it still falls short, the value of .81
rather than 1.0. There has been a wealth of research
in this area about National Labs, anong others, and
doing so fails to recognize the nyriad of advancenents
i n technol ogy, giving autonakers 80 percent of
appropri ate val ue.

Additionally, we are concerned about the
adj ustnent factor that will result in higher reporting
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of carbon dioxide than what i s measured at the

tail pipe.

Doi ng so woul d penal i ze automakers for the
use of | ow carbon fuels, sonething that should be
strongly encouraged given the benefits of | ow carbon
bi of uel s, such as ethanol, towards reduci ng greenhouse
gas em ssions and inproving air quality.

Additionally, with any regulatory program it
is necessary to provide as nmuch certainty as possi bl e,
particularly for the devel opnent of engine and fue
technol ogies that require significant lead tine. Qur
forenost goal is that any changes to procedures nust
not stifle the devel opnment and i nnovati on of engi ne and
fuel technol ogies.

We | ook forward to working with the Agency to
address these technical issues so that we can conti nue
to give autonmakers and policynmekers the tools necessary
to foster the use of ethanol blends, particularly as we
| ook to the use of high octane, mdl evel ethanol blends
to nmeet current and future greenhouse gas standards.

Thank you in advance for your consideration.
And we will be providing additional witten comrents.

TAD WSOR: And t hank you.

Next we have Ann Mesni koff from Environnent al
Law & Policy Center.

t
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Can you hit star six to unnmute?

ANN MESNI KOFF, ENVI RONVENTAL LAW & PQOLI CY CENTER

ANN MESNI KOFF:  Hel | o.

TAD WSOR:  You can proceed.

ANN MESNI KOFF:  Sorry about that. H. MW
name is Ann Mesnikoff. | amthe Federal Legislative
Director for the Environmental Law & Policy Center
which is based in Chicago, and works across the G eat
Lakes and M dwest Regi ons.

| appreciate the opportunity to be heard
today on EPA' s proposal to nake adjustments with the
transition to E10 for test fuel.

At first glance, the proposal should be a
straight forward transition that preserves the benefits
of vehicl e greenhouse gas and fuel econony standards.

In the proposal, EPA notes that the change in
fuels results in a small but not insignificant change
in the tailpipe emssions of CO2 and in the fuel
econony val ues that are cal cul ated based on those
em ssi ons.

EPA goes on to provide that this rule
proposes to maintain the existing stringency, such that
the test fuel changes do not on average increase or
reduce the stringency of existing CO2 or fuel econony
st andar ds.
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The proposal includes a detail ed explanation
of testing that back up the need for an adjustnent
factor.

Yet in the proposal, at the request of the
auto i ndustry, docunented in the record of OVB neetings
related to this proposal, EPA requests conmments on
whet her the Agency shoul d consider a regul atory
approach where it would require the use of Tier 3
gasoline certification fuel w thout any test procedure
adj ust nent s.

Wel |, hold on one second.

TAD WSOR: Take your tine.

ANN MESNI KOFF:  Sorry. My conputer is not
letting ne suddenly scroll through ny testinony, which
is not helping. Now, bear with ne for one m nute.
Sorry.

So yeah, | wanted to just go on to say that
at the request of the auto industry, the proposa
i ncl udes not including the adjustnent factor. And we
believe that that's really an effort by the auto
industry to get an additional giveaway, even beyond the
weakeni ng of the fuel econony of the SAFE Rul e, which
ELPC strongly opposed, and wll litigate along with our
partners in the environnental comrunity.

We believe that the proposal, you know, as it

t

HANSON RENA'SSANCE hansonreporting.com
I | counT REPoRTERS & VDKo 313.567.8100




© 00 N oo o A~ W N PP

N N N N NN P P P PR PR R PR
o A W N P O © 0O N O 0 M W N P O

07/ 13/ 2020 Page 58
appeared to have been witten, was a straightforward

effort and should be pursued by the Agency. | have
heard testinony from several fol ks about, you know,
encouragi ng the auto industry to use the cl eaner fuels,
or how that fuels and vehicles are a unit. But at the
sane tinme, there's nothing in the proposal that would
evi dence that or docunent that in a way that would make
this proposal viable to go forward, and dropping the
adj ustnent factor. You know, if EPA were to consider
doing so, then it would need to really redo all the
anal yses and docunent that for the public in an
opportunity for public comrent.

And before | close, | just want to, you know,
wei gh in, and appreciate the opportunity nentioned at
t he beginning of this hearing for folks to weigh in on
approvi ng how EPA is doing these virtual hearings. |
have participated in nultiple of these virtual, and
really believe that EPA will obviously, in this period
of public health crisis, cannot hold in-person public
hearings, it has an obligation to afford the public a
better opportunity for engaging with EPA staff.

There's now been anple tine since we started
this crisis for EPA to adopt technol ogies, whether it
is Zoomor otherwise, to allowthe public to testify

face-to-face with EPA staff, as they would at a real
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hearing. And also to have the option of seeing each

other, other folks testify, that they would in a real
heari ng.

Doing it this way with a phone-in only option
isreally a disservice to the public, and | also think
the EPA staff not to be able to see people as they
testify. | think that is really an undercutting of the
purpose of the public hearing.

And EPA has had the opportunity to make those
changes, and it should really | ook at technol ogy and
opportunities to inprove this process as it goes
forward

So with that, I will conclude nmy remarks by
just, again, urging EPAto go forward with the
proposal, as it seens to have been drafted, with a
adj ustnent factor, and not considering dropping that
adj ustment factor at the request of the auto industry.

Thank you very nuch.

TAD WSCOR:  Thank you very much.

Next, and the final person on our |ist at
this point is Douglas Durante, from Cl ean Fuels

Devel opnment Coal i ti on.

DOUGLAS DURANTE, CLEAN FUELS DEVELOPMENT COALI TI ON

DOUGLAS DURANTE: Good day. Am | com ng
t hr ough?
L
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TAD WYSOR: You are.

DOUGLAS DURANTE: Ckay. Good. Just doing a
sound check.

Well, good afternoon. M nane is Doug
Durante, and | amthe Executive Director of the C ean
Fuel s Devel opnent Coalition. Qur nenbers and
supporters have significant interest and i nvestnent in
the entire renewabl e fuels chain. And we worked on
t hese issues with EPA and OTAQ going back to the "Reg
Neg" of the 1990 Clean Air Act Amendnents, and in the
est abl i shnent of the RFS.

| want to nmake just a few observations and
comrents on this proposal, which seens to be yet one
more obstacle thrown in front of ethanol, rooted in
outdated i nformati on and questi onabl e sci ence.

First of all, we would challenge the basic
prem se of this rul emaking to penalize ethanol on the
basis of energy content and a presuned m | eage | oss.
There are many studies, even sone of yours, show ng no
m | eage | oss, and even a gain with E10.

But m | eage aside, a continual grow ng body
of evidence that the carbon footprint of ethanol is
significantly better than your nodels show, and even we
knew until recently, suggest the CO2 reductions are

extrenely positive. The DOE GREET nodel, the USDA
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nmodel , and several other assessnents of ethanol, full

life cycle analysis, nmake this entire thesis
guesti onabl e.

Secondly, the net result of adjusting fuel
econony to debit ethanol would be to di scourage ethanol
use, and in so doing, the range of benefits it
provi des.

Any | oss of ethanol volunme is a gain in
petrol eum vol unme. That increase in petrol eum brings
with it increased aromatics, particul ate em ssions,
secondary aerosols that can increase ozone PM and even
exacer bate airborne viruses.

Your own Fuel Trends Report docunents the
di spl acenent of aromatics via ethanol over the | ast
decade. And as automekers |look to utilize high octane
and increase efficiency, the only choice would be to
i ncrease those toxic aromatics. These are the nost
toxi ¢ and energy-intensive conponents in the oil
barrel. And ethanol is not getting any credit for this
car bon di spl acenent.

Respectful ly, we encourage the EPA to | ook at
t hese i ssues as they interconnect and not in a vacuum
We all want to reduce carbon as it addresses climte
change, but this has got to be done in a balance with
carbon for other health issues. Disincentivizing of
t
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cl ean octane, |ow cost, |ow carbon fuel |ike ethanol in

favor of a toxic hydrocarbon ignores a very real threat
of ultrafine particulates fromaromatics. Over the
next decade, even if we see a dramatic increase in

el ectric vehicles, we will remain reliant annually on
hundreds of billions of gallons of gasoline.

It is incunbent on all of us to inprove fuel
quality, which we can do i medi ately by encouraging a
hi gher et hanol plan, not elimnating that.

The SAFE Rule, while we were di sappointed it
did not include an octane increase, coupled with
tighter toxic controls, nonetheless is the nechanismto
set standards, rather than arbitrarily penalizing a
particul ar fuel.

So we woul d ask that you pl ease all ow
aut omakers to maxi m ze fuel properties in their designs
Wi thout predetermning a fuel's efficiency. In so
doing, you will be addressing both climte and health,
which is the Agency's duty.

So thanks for your consideration of these
views. W will be submtting nore detailed witten
coments. And thank you again.

TAD WSOR:  Thank you

M ke, back to you.

MR, OLECHIW Ckay. Thank you for that, Tad.

t

HANSON RENA'SSANCE hansonreporting.com
I | counT REPoRTERS & VDKo 313.567.8100




© 00 N oo o A~ W N PP

N N N N NN P P P PR PR R PR
o A W N P O © 0O N O 0 M W N P O

07/ 13/ 2020 Page 63
And thank you for |eading us through all of the

testi nony.

So the first thing | wanted to do is to nmake
sure that everyone that is on the call had the
opportunity to speak that wanted to speak.

Ckay. It seens so. So that's a good thing.
That nmeans we were successful in managing all the
t esti noni es.

So if that is the case, then | wanted to
thank all of the speakers and the participants in
today's neeting. | very nuch appreciate all of the
verbal testinonies. And we will ook forward to
recei ving your witten subm ssions also, your witten
conment s.

Al so want to thank the participants that
of fered recomrendati ons and i nprovenents for how we
could inprove our public process, public hearing
process. So thank you very much for those.

| want to rem nd everyone that the public
coment period cl oses on August 14th, of this year,
August 14, 2020. W look forward to receiving your
conment s.

And at this point intime, | amgoing to
adjourn this public hearing. Thank you very nuch.

(Public hearing concluded at 2:21 p.m)

t
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF M CH GAN )
) SS
COUNTY OF ST. CLAIR)

| HEREBY CERTIFY that | reported
st enographically the foregoi ng proceedi ngs and
testinmony at the tine and place herei nbefore set forth;
that thereafter the sane was reduced to conputer
transcription under ny supervision; and that this is a
full, true, conplete and correct transcription of said

pr oceedi ngs.

Rhonda M Foster,

CSR 3612
Notary Public
My Conmi ssion Expires: 3-11-2021
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