
OFF ICE  OF  RESOUR CE  CO NSERVA TION  AN D RE COVER Y |  WWW .EP A .GOV /e-MANI FEST  |  AUGUS T 2026   

 
 

e-Manifest Fact Sheet: Emergency Response and Cleanup 
e-Manifest is a national system for tracking hazardous waste shipments electronically, which saves valuable time, 

resources, and dollars for industries and states. EPA established e-Manifest per the Hazardous Waste Electronic Manifest 

Establishment Act, which Congress enacted into law on October 5, 2012.  

As a multi-faceted program, e-Manifest includes system development, regulation and policy, implementation and 

communication, and consultation with the e-Manifest federal advisory committee.

What Emergency Response and Cleanup 

Personnel Need to Know 

• Emergency response and cleanup personnel may sign 

manifests, if: 

o They are the generator, 

OR 

o They have contractual agreements where the 

contractor signs on behalf of the generator. 

• Personnel must register with e-Manifest to take part in 

electronic manifesting. (Note: Each site must have a 

registered user.) 

• Personnel (or their contractors) must have an EPA ID 

Number to register with e-Manifest. 

• Personnel can sign manifests on-site in e-Manifest or 

through a dispatcher acting as a remote signer.  

• Personnel acting as generators may also use electronic 

manifests and the e-Manifest system to meet applicable 

RCRA recordkeeping requirements.  

Note: Personnel are still required to follow other 

recordkeeping requirements under specific cleanup 

authorities. 

• The e-Manifest system only collects hazardous waste 

manifest forms and continuation sheets.  

Note: Other documentation (e.g., bills of lading, waste 

profiles, Land Disposal Restriction notifications, lab pack 

sheets, etc.) are not entered into the e-Manifest system. 

• EPA highly encourages personnel to use e-Manifest to 

create, sign, and submit manifests electronically. 

Note: Facilities performing EPA-led cleanups and 

removals are required to use electronic manifests.  

Scope of e-Manifest 

e -Manifest facilitates the electronic transmission of the 

uniform manifest form, which accompanies shipments of 

hazardous and certain nonhazardous waste. (Note: Any 

manifest required for the transportation of the waste must 

eventually be present in e-Manifest.) e-Manifest affects any 

regulated waste shipped on a manifest, including: 

• Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) 

federal hazardous waste, 

• Regulated PCB waste shipped on a manifest, 

• State-regulated hazardous waste (if a manifest is 

required by origination or destination state), 

• Very Small Quantity Generator waste (if a manifest 

is required by state), and 

• Imported and exported hazardous waste. 

Note: EPA implements the e-Manifest regulations until RCRA-

authorized states adopt and become authorized for the e-

Manifest regulations.  

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/03/05/2026-04366/paper-manifest-sunset-rule-modification-of-the-hazardous-waste-manifest-regulations
https://www.epa.gov/hwgenerators/uniform-hazardous-waste-manifest-instructions-sample-form-and-continuation-sheet
https://www.epa.gov/hwgenerators/uniform-hazardous-waste-manifest-instructions-sample-form-and-continuation-sheet
https://rcrapublic.epa.gov/files/14975.pdf


 

 

 

What Personnel Need to Do 

Work with Receiving Facility through the 

Appropriate Contractor to Select a Manifest 

Creation Option  
The e-Manifest system currently allows three options to 

create a hazardous waste manifest: 

• Paper: Generator, transporter, and receiving facility 

all sign on paper. The receiving facility must submit 

the paper manifest to EPA within 30 days of receipt. 

Receiving facilities have two options for submitting 

paper manifests to EPA, including uploading a 

scanned image of a paper manifest or submission 

of data plus image files via e-Manifest. 

Note: EPA has begun a rule-making process to 

sunset the use of paper manifests which would 

eliminate the paper option. 

• Electronic: Created in e-Manifest and electronically 

signed by all entities listed on the manifest. (Note: A 

paper copy, required to be carried by the transporter 

for DOT purposes, is printed from e-Manifest.)  

• Hybrid: Starts as a paper manifest signed by the 

generator, then is signed electronically by all 

transporters and the receiving facility. Two paper 

copies are downloaded and printed from e-

Manifest. One copy is signed by the generator and 

kept for three (3) years, and the other copy is 

carried with the transporter as required for DOT 

purposes. 

Electronic and hybrid manifests are submitted to EPA 

instantaneously, as they are signed electronically in the 

system. 

Note: When submitting electronic manifests, generators can 

use either e-Manifest within the RCRAInfo application or the 

e-Manifest API (Application Programming Interface), which 

allows generators to utilize e-Manifest capabilities within 

their existing manifesting system 

Add e-Manifest Requirements to Contracts 
Personnel should add e-Manifest requirements to the 

contractor’s contract that includes:  

• Adherence to all e-Manifest program requirements. 

• Required use of electronic manifests (whenever 

possible) when contractors sign manifests acting as 

the generator. 

• Information that receiving facilities may charge user 

fees back to the generator. 

Obtain/Update EPA ID Number 

Personnel acting as a generator must submit a notification 

(EPA Form 8700-12) to obtain an EPA ID Number from their 

RCRA-authorized state or EPA Region. In most states, 

personnel may submit this form electronically via myRCRAid 

using the RCRAInfo application. Note: Emergency EPA IDs 

may be requested via the state or EPA Region. 

Personnel who already have an EPA ID number need to 

ensure that the information on the RCRAInfo Hazardous 

Waste Information Platform is current and correct. If they 

need to revise their information, they must submit a new 

notification form to their regulator.  

Register with e-Manifest 

e-Manifest registration and instructions are available on the 

e-Manifest website, or REGISTER NOW by scanning the QR 

code. 

Acting as generators, personnel can register for different 

permissions related to whether they want to view, create, 

and/or sign manifests electronically. Each user must register 

separately. Additionally, EPA encourages generators to 

register at least two “Site Managers” per EPA ID who, in 

addition to all the permissions above, can also approve 

other users in their company for e-Manifest access. 

Stay Updated 

Personnel can stay updated by attending the next e-

Manifest webinar, or subscribing to the e-Manifest mailing 

lists for the latest news and monthly webinar 

announcements. 

See the e-Manifest website for more information on EPA’s 

e-Manifest Program and frequently asked questions. 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/03/05/2026-04366/paper-manifest-sunset-rule-modification-of-the-hazardous-waste-manifest-regulations
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/03/05/2026-04366/paper-manifest-sunset-rule-modification-of-the-hazardous-waste-manifest-regulations
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-I/subchapter-C/part-177/subpart-A/section-177.817
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-I/subchapter-C/part-177/subpart-A/section-177.817
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-I/subchapter-C/part-177/subpart-A/section-177.817
https://rcrainfo.epa.gov/
https://rcrainfo.epa.gov/
https://rcrapublic.epa.gov/rcra-hwip/
https://rcrapublic.epa.gov/rcra-hwip/
https://www.epa.gov/e-manifest/e-manifest-user-registration
https://www.epa.gov/e-manifest/monthly-webinars-about-hazardous-waste-electronic-manifest-e-manifest
https://www.epa.gov/e-manifest/monthly-webinars-about-hazardous-waste-electronic-manifest-e-manifest
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USEPAORCR/subscriber/new?topic_id=USEPAORCR_4
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USEPAORCR/subscriber/new?topic_id=USEPAORCR_4
http://www.epa.gov/e-Manifest

