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Agenda
• Foundational planning

• Tribal water quality 
protection and standards

• Collaborating with 
partners

Ways in which tribal programs 
can protect water quality and 
implement CWA programs 
without EPA approved water 
quality standards



Setting Up an Effective Program
• Planning is the key

• Monitoring strategy

• Goals and objectives
• “The Tribes’ monitoring objective is to assess current water 

quality, identify trends and any potential or existing 
contaminate sources to aid the development of tribal water 
control and regulatory programs, including the development of 
tribal water quality standards, and to ensure the continued 
support of existing and proposed designated uses of water 
resources.” MBMI Monitoring Strategy 2008



Morongo’s Tribal Water Program
• Eligibility to implement 106 in 1993

• Environmental Protection Ordinance 2000
• Created Environmental Protection Department

• Compliance Assistance added in 2007

• Focus on monitoring and 
outreach

• EPA approved WQS ultimate 
goal



Morongo General Location



Morongo’s Monitoring Program
• Quarterly surface water monitoring

• Average 12 sites

• Biannual laboratory analysis
• Metals, nutrients, bacteria

• Annual BMI monitoring 
• Informs chemical analysis



Setting Up an Effective Program
• Water quality planning, assessment, and studies

• Watershed plans

• Source water protection plans



Water Resource Priorities
• Important waterbodies

• Analysis of results

• Emerging concerns

• Use the plans and 
reports
• Water Quality 

Assessment Report

• Nonpoint Source Report 
and Management Plan



Tribally Adopted Protections
• Identify goals and objectives

• Reference nearby standards

• Incorporate tribal standards into appropriate tribal 
code, law or regulation with appropriate 
adoption/approval



What are You Trying to Protect?
• Recreation

• Wildlife

• Agriculture

• Groundwater Recharge

Are there eminent threat or areas of concern?



Where can you start?
• Look at local state or tribal standards

• Reference EPA’s water quality criteria 



Morongo Surface Water 
Protection Ordinance
• Adopted through a formal process with Tribal 

Council and Membership

• Sets water quality objectives for tribal waters

• Provides an internal process for enforcement



Tribal Protection of Water Quality
• Department coordination

• Project review and input

• Land use decisions

• Outreach to the tribal 
community



Morongo Compliance Assistance
• EPA NPDES Permits

• Army Corps of Engineers 404 permits

• State Water Board permits



Cooperation and Collaboration 
with Other Agencies
• State agency

• Local tribes

• Upstream landowners/users

• Local agencies

• IHS

• NRCS

• Wastewater treatment plant

• Drinking water department



Cooperation and Collaboration 
with Other Agencies
• Work collaboratively

• Are there opportunities to participate in a project that 
will protect the watershed or tribal waters?

• Who may you need to work with in the future?

• Be informed
• Attend meetings

• Know the water quality requirements of areas around 
you

• Take trainings opportunities



Morongo Cooperation and 
Collaboration
• USFS and BLM – Sand to Snow National Monument

• Colorado Regional Control Board – Basin Plan 
Triennial Review

• NRCS – Wetland plan and grazing management

• Southern California Tribal Stream Team – BMI 
training and assistance



Questions?
Contact Information:

Kimberly Miller, Morongo Band of Mission Indians

kmiller@morongo-nsn.gov, (951)755-5197

mailto:kmiller@morongo-nsn.gov



