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Draft National Recycling Strategy 
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Identifies strategic objectives and actions 
needed to create a stronger, more resilient, 
and cost-effective U.S. municipal solid waste 
recycling system. Objectives include:

• Reducing Contamination with the Recycling 
Stream 

• Improve Infrastructure 
• Market Development

The public comment period closed December 
4th 2020. We are working on revising the 
strategy to incorporate public comments and 
the priorities of the incoming administration 



National Recycling Goal
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• At the America Recycles Summit in November 
2020, EPA announced its national goal to reach a 
national recycling rate of 50% by 2030. 

• Reducing contamination is a key performance 
indicator for measuring the goal’s progress.  
Reducing contamination in the recycling stream will 
enable more material to be recycled and can result 
in less material being discarded and higher quality 
recycled materials produced for manufacturing 
feedstock. 

• The 30-day public comment period closed in 
October 2020.  EPA will consider recycled 
commodity contamination as one of the indicators 
to gauge the performance of the recycling system. 
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Our Speakers
Asami Tanimoto
Community Program Manager 
The Recycling Partnership

James Jennings
Sr. Public Service Administrator
Illinois EPA

Erin Jensen
Environmental Specialist
New Jersey DEP

Sarah Reeves
General Manager
Chittenden County (VT) 
Solid Waste District Recycle Campaign

Leslie Hatchell
Recycling Educator/Coordinator
York County Government
South Carolina

Eduardo Rodriguez
Operations Manager
City of Phoenix, AZ

Swarupa Ganguli
Measurement Team Leader
U.S. EPA, ORCR



Disclaimer

These presentations are provided as part of EPA’s Sustainable 
Materials Management Webinar series.  This document does not 
constitute EPA policy.  Mention of trade names or commercial 
products does not constitute endorsement or recommendation of 
use.  Links to non-EPA websites do not imply any official EPA 
endorsement of or a responsibility for the opinions, ideas, data or 
products presented at those locations or guarantee the validity of 
the information provided.  Links to non-EPA servers are provided 
solely as a pointer to information that might be useful to EPA staff 
and the public.
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Question and Answer Session 

Our EPA Participants:

Mya Sjogren
U.S. EPA

Swarupa Ganguli
Measurement Team Leader
U.S. EPA

Nathan Wittstruck
U.S. EPA




