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Overview

The Delaware Wetland Program Plan was developed by the Delaware
Department of Natur al Resources a
Wetland Monitoring and Assessment Program. This effort was

supported by a Region 3 Wetland Program Development Grant

awarded by the U.S. Environmental

Protection Agency (EPA).

Projects described in this document were/are funded by the U.S. EPA
under the following assistance agreements:-@4347201,
CD-96330901, C96362201, and CE®6383101The contents of

this document do not necessarily reflect the views and policies of the
U.S. EPA, nor does the EPA endorse trade names or recommend the
use of commercial products mentioned in this document.
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INTRODUCTION

Delaware is host to approximately 296,350 acres of wetlands (Figure 1) that
vary in salinity, soil type, and vegetation based on geographic location and
water source. With roughly one que
wetlands, citizens and visitors to Delaware are surrounded by these hard
working natural features. Situated between water and land, wetlands are
highly adapted to particular conditions and provide many important services
that support the stateds economy (F
myriad of plant and wildlife species, some rare and endemic species, as well
as commercially harvested species. Delaware benefits from a strong

tourism industry which includes birders, hunters, and nature enthusiasts

who visit Delaware and support local businesses. Wetlands also have the
capacity to filter pollutants from our drinking, fishing, and swimming waters
and protect our shorelines and property from damaging winds and floods.

Our bountiful wetland resources play an understated but vital role for our
communities, economy and wddeing.

However, Del awareds beauti ful and v
vulnerable to the same threats they have faced for the past 20 years, such as
conversion to agriculture or development, a lack of awareness or
appreciation, and prioritization differences among management levels.

Figure 1. Wetland types in Delaware basédther challenges are becoming more prominent, such as conversion to open

on 2017 wetland maps. water and salt water intrusion due to sea level rise and climate change.

Wetlands in the MidAtlantic region, in particular, face severe impacts due to

a heightened local rate of sea level rise and require the space and opportunity to migrate landward. The intention of

this program plan is to outline how to address some or all of those threats in the next five years22@8} in

cooperation with partners through the goals and action items listed.

A healthy network of groups around the state are dedicated to studying, protecting, and improving wetlands for today
and future generations. This network ranges from state, county, federal, privatgrofy and academic groups, and
often their work overlaps. In 2015, DNREC and many partners collaborated to update a guiding document comprised
of 45 action items that identified and prioritized areas where information or action was ne€ded.the past 5 years,
progress has been made on 71% of the proposed action items, with 20 of them completed and another 12 in progres
Specifically, monitoring and assessment, voluntary restoration and protection, and education and collaboration
objectives have all advanced substantially, but more work needs to be done to address the regulation objective.
Today, updated goals and action items in the 20025

Delaware Wetland Program Plan address remaining g

and needs to i mprove Del T _ ) .or ,
restore, regulate, and conserve its wetland resources.

In preparation for this program plan the following relate
documents were reviewed to identify overlapping
objectivesDelaware Wildlife Action Plan 2018025,
2020 Delaware Statewide Forest Strategy, Delaware
Estuary CCMP 2019 Revision, the Center for the Inlar
Bays 2020 CCMP, and the 2020 Delaware Climate Ac
Plan.The contents of this document categorize and
identify existing or recently developed areas of need a:
they related to wetland science, conservation and
management_ 1. Slow the flow of runoff 2. Improve water quality 3. Control erosion

4. Provide fish and wildlife habitat 5. Provide recreation 6. Supply groundwater
DNRECO® s Wetl and Mo ni t or i 7. Absorbfloodwaters and reduce flooding 8. Protect the coast from storms n
(WMAP) will use the goals and action items listed her
to prioritize and select future projects to strengthen
Del awareds capacity to conserve and i mprove wetl ands

eFigure 2. Wetland Functions and Societal Values
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