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The Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) 
program accelerates investment in our nation’s water 
infrastructure by providing long-term, low-cost supplemental 
loans for regionally and nationally significant projects.  

 
EAST COUNTY ADVANCED WATER PURIF ICATION PROJECT  

  

 

BORROWER: East County Advanced Water Purification 

Joint Powers Authority   

LOCATION: San Diego County, California  

WIFIA LOAN AMOUNT: $388 million  

TOTAL WIFIA PROJECT COSTS: $791 million  

POPULATION SERVED BY PROJECT: 100,000 people 

NUMBER OF JOBS CREATED: 2,532 jobs 

 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The Advanced Water Purification Project will create a new, local, sustainable drinking water 
source in a water-stressed area, reducing the region’s dependence on imported water and 
increasing climate resilience. The Project treats East County’s wastewater locally for reuse by 
producing purified water that is sent to the Lake Jennings Reservoir, the County’s local drinking 
water supply source, for surface water augmentation. The Project will treat up to 16 million 
gallons per day (MGD) of wastewater and produce purified water to meet up to 30 percent of 
East County’s drinking water demand. 
 
 
PROJECT BENEFITS 

• Reduces the region’s reliance on energy-intensive and increasingly drought-stressed 

imported water.  

• Increases system resiliency by providing a new source of local, reliable, and sustainable 

drinking water. 

• Reduces wastewater discharges into the Pacific Ocean while lowering the area’s 

wastewater service cost.  

• Saves the Authority an estimated $140 million from financing with a WIFIA loan. 
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