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OFFICE OF WATER
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460
June 5, 2024

MEMORANDUM

SUBIJECT: Response to the OIG Final Report: Half the States Did Not Include Climate Adaptation or
Related Resilience Efforts in Their Clean Water State Revolving Fund Intended Use Plans,
24-P-0031, April 8, 2024

For: Best_Wong Digitally signed by Best-
’

Wong, Benita
Date: 2024.06.05 14:11:58

FROM: Bruno Pigott, Acting Assistant Administrator i
Benita Py

TO: Sean O’Donnell, Inspector General
Office of the Inspector General

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the Office of the Inspector General’s final report: Half the
States Did Not Include Climate Adaptation or Related Resilience Efforts in Their Clean Water State
Revolving Fund Intended Use Plans, 24-P-0031, dated April 8, 2024. The project number for this audit is
OA-FY23-0055. In the agency response to the draft report dated December 19, 2023, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency agreed to all four recommendations. In the final report, the OIG
indicated that the EPA has provided acceptable planned corrective actions and estimated milestone
dates for Recommendations 1, 2, and 4 and that these recommendations are resolved. The final report
indicated that Recommendation 3 remains unresolved. The following is the Office of Water’s response
and proposed corrective action to resolve Recommendation 3.

AGENCY’S POSITION

OIG Recommendation 3 — Agree

Determine additional steps that could be taken to require state clean water state revolving fund
programs to include in their intended use plans a discussion of the program’s progress with including
climate adaptation in their program planning efforts.

Response:
The Office of Water agrees with the recommendation.

Proposed Corrective Action:

1. The Office of Water will evaluate steps that could be taken to require clean water state
revolving fund programs to include in their intended use plans a discussion of the program’s
progress with including climate adaptation in their program planning efforts. Potential
options that will be considered include a term and condition on capitalization grants or a




policy memo on climate change adaptation in the clean water state revolving fund
programs. Estimated completion date: September 30, 2024.

2. Any new requirement could take effect starting with FY25 Intended Use Plans since FY24
Intended Use Plans are already in development or completed. Estimated completion date:
December 31, 2024. There are potential Information Collection Request implications under
the Paperwork Reduction Act of new/additional Intended Use Plan requirements which
could result in a completion date of December 31, 2026.

Thank you again for the opportunity to respond to the recommendations in the final report 24-P-0031.
If you have any questions, please contact me or your staff may contact OW’s Audit Follow-Up
Coordinator, Carla Hagerman, at Hagerman.Carla@epa.gov.

cc: Katherine Trimble, OIG
Shelley Howes, OIG
Michael D. Davis, OIG
Kathryn Hess, OIG
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Andrew LeBlanc, OCFO
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