MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
between 
[insert Partner Name]
and the 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
2013
Purpose 
The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is to clarify the roles and responsibilities of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the [insert Partner name] in a collaboration involving [insert course or project title]
Background 

US ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

EPA leads the nation's environmental science, research, education, and assessment efforts.  The mission of EPA is to protect human health and the environment. 
The Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) is a publicly accessible EPA database containing information on disposal and other releases of over 650 toxic chemicals from more than 20,000 U.S. industrial facilities.  The database also includes information on how facilities manage chemicals through recycling, energy recovery and treatment. 

The goal of TRI is to provide communities with information about toxic chemical releases and waste management activities and to support informed decision-making by industry, government, non-governmental organizations and the public.   
[INSERT PARTNER NAME]
[insert overview of Partner’s program/department] 
1. 
Program Activities 

[insert description of approved project activities and deliverables] 
2. 
Benefits from Collaboration
Through this collaboration, [insert Partner name] will:

· Receive national recognition for the university’s program, participating students and project results.
· Work with EPA and peers to advance TRI-related research and knowledge.
· Participate in special, partner-only networking events and informational webinars. 

· Engage students to understand and solve problems relevant to their communities.
· Help students gain practical experience working on environmental issues with EPA staff.
EPA will benefit from the unique, innovative ideas and recommendations that will be generated from [insert Partner name].  
3. 
Program Administration 

Zach Scott of TRIPD will serve as the primary point of contact at EPA. Students will be able to provide progress updates and ask follow-up questions via bi-weekly teleconferences with TRIPD staff.  Students are expected to prepare monthly memos on their progress. In addition, students are expected to: 

[insert key milestones and deliverable dates]
The instructor will communicate with the EPA as needed or in the case that the students are having difficulty clarifying project issues or EPA needs to be in contact with any student- related performance concerns.
4. 
Limitations 

Each party will bear its own costs for activities undertaken in furtherance of this MOU. All commitments that EPA makes under this MOU are subject to the availability of appropriated funds. Nothing in this MOU obligates either party to expend appropriations or to enter into any contract, assistance agreement, interagency agreement, or incur other financial obligations. This MOU does not create any exemptions from federal policies and/or regulations relating to public involvement, employment, and competition for grants and contracts. 

Neither party shall construe any part of this MOU as an endorsement of the products or services of the other. Nothing in this agreement shall be construed as an endorsement of the fundraising activities of either party. Neither party shall make statements pursuant to this MOU that imply such endorsements. 

This MOU is not intended to result in any legal obligations on the part of either CIPA or EPA. This MOU does not create any right or benefit, enforceable by law or equity, against CIPA or EPA, their officers or employees, or any other person. CIPA and EPA agree that this MOU is entered into on a non-preferential basis, and either party may undertake similar MOUs with other entities on a non-preferential basis. 
5. 
Intellectual Property
The parties agree that any copyrightable subject matter, including but not limited to articles, training, educational or informational material, created jointly by the parties from the activities conducted under this MOU may be copyrighted by CIPA.  CIPA hereby grants to the government a royalty-free, nonexclusive, irrevocable right to reproduce, distribute, make derivative works, and publish or perform the work(s) publicly, or to authorize others to do the same on its behalf.
6.
Effective Date/Modification
This MOU is to take effect upon the signature of the parties. This MOU may be extended or modified, at any time per the mutual written consent of the parties. 
Agency Contact Information

_____________________________ 
Agency Contact (name, title) 
_____________________________ 
Phone                                     

_____________________________ 
Email

 _____________________________ 
EPA Signature

_____________________________ 
Date
Instructor Contact Information
____________________________ 
Instructor (name) 
____________________________ 
Phone 
_____________________________ 
Email 
____________________________ 
Instructor Signature

_____________________________ 
Date
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