


 U.S. Honey Bee Colony Losses  
over a seven year period, 2007-13 

   

! 2007 survey = 32% colony loss 
 

! 2008 survey = 35% colony loss  
 
! 2009 survey = 29%  colony loss 
 
! 2010 survey = 34%  colony loss 
 
! 2011 survey = 34%  colony loss 
 
! 2012 survey = 22% colony loss 

 
! 2013 estimate 40% colony loss 

 
 
 

 



• The number of hives since 1946  



2007 survey = 32% loss x 2.5 million hives =    800,000 hives loss 
 

2008 survey = 35% loss x  2.5 million hives =   875,000 hives loss 
 

2009 survey = 29% loss x 2.5 million hives =    725,000 hives loss 
 

2010 survey = 34% loss x 2.5 million hives =    850,000 hives loss 
 

2011 survey = 34% loss x 2.5 million hives =    850,000 hives loss 
 

2012 survey = 22% loss x 2.5 million hives =    550,000 hives loss 
 

2013 estimate 40% loss x 2.5 million hives = 1,000,000 hives loss 
 
Total                                                                5,650,000 hives loss 
 
Beehives @ $200 cash cost to operate / hive   $1,130,000,000 
 
 





• Bees for agriculture must be conserved 

 

• To meet the needs of specialty crops 

• To feed our country 

• To have high value exports 

 



• Farmers need to produce healthy crops 

 

• Some crop protection products are need 

• Some crops need bees 



• Seed coating products dust are highly 

    toxic to bees 

 
  



• NHBAB suggested mandatory language to EPA for neonicotinoid seed 
treatments: 
 

• Plant treated seed only in accordance with Integrated Pest 
Management principles. Use of scouting and field history 
information can reveal whether economically damaging levels of 
pests controlled by seed treatment insecticides are present in the 
field. When using transgenic corn hybrids and/or granular or liquid 
insecticides to control key pests, treated seed may not be necessary. 
 

•  Only use seeds treated with an effective adhesive agent and perhaps 
a polymer over coating to prevent abrasion of insecticidal dust from 
the seed and release to the environment. Only use corn seeds with 
coatings that do not exceed a Heubach dust abrasion value of 0.75 
grams of dust per 100,000 kernels of corn [[ substitute similar “kernel 
equivalent” for other crops – EPA is requested to provide the 
appropriate technical specification ]] 
 
 

  



• If lubricants are used in planter seed hoppers, then only use lubricants 
causing minimal dust off.  

  

• Use deflectors and other measures on planters to adequate restrict dust  

       to the planted field margins.  

 

• Planting treated seeds causes insecticidal dust drift. Drift is more of a hazard 
the faster the wind speed. Do not sow treated seeds when measured wind 
velocity exceeds ten (10) miles per hour.  

  

• Do not dispose of dust remaining in planters after planting into the 
environment. Carefully collect, cover and enclose the dust and dispose of it 
in accordance with the disposal requirements for unused portions of this 
insecticide according to this label.  

 

 

 

  

 



• No One wants Bee losses 
 

• Bee losses are costing beekeepers and 
specialty crops 
 

• Seed coating products have risk and 
benefits 
 

• Cost for crop gains should not be 
externalized on the Bee Industry, Seed 
Industry and Specialty crops 

 



• When damages occur to bees from planter 
dust Beekeepers need compensation to 
rebuild there bees 
 

• To serve agriculture’s seed and specialty 
crops 
 

• Cost should not be externalized   
 

• Risk and associated cost should be coupled 
to those who directly benefit form seed 
coating    

 



• Cost for crop gains should not be 
externalized on the Bee Industry, Seed 
Industry and Specialty crops 

 

 

• The Bee Industry wants to say thanks all 
who realize bees are an important 
component of agricultural production and 
are critical to food and ecosystems 
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