FACT SHEET
RECONSIDERATION OF FINAL STANDARDS FOR STATIONARY RECIPROCATING INTERNAL
COMBUSTION ENGINES

ACTION


On August 29, 2013, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued a notice
announcing reconsideration of, and requesting public comment on, three specific issues in the
agency’s 2013 final amendments to its standards limiting air pollutant emissions from
stationary reciprocating internal combustion engines.



EPA is not proposing changes to the 2013 regulations in this notice. The agency is seeking public
comment on three issues the agency has agreed to reconsider. The three issues are:
o timing for compliance with the ultra low sulfur diesel fuel requirement for emergency
compression ignition stationary engines that operate for emergency demand response,
voltage/frequency deviations or local reliability;
o timing of and information required for the reporting requirement for emergency
stationary engines that operate for emergency demand response, voltage/frequency
deviations or local reliability; and
o conditions for operation of an engine for up to 50 hours per year in non‐emergency
situations as part of a financial arrangement with another entity.



The request for public comment is limited to these three issues.



EPA will accept public comment for 60 days after the notice is published in the Federal Register.

BACKGROUND


On January 30, 2013, EPA issued a final rule that amended the agency’s 2010 emission
standards for stationary reciprocating internal combustion engines.



The 2013 amendments established, among other things, fuel and reporting requirements for
certain emergency engines used for emergency demand response and system reliability.



The 2013 amendments also established conditions under which emergency engines could be
used for up to 50 hours per calendar year in situations where an engine is dispatched by the
local transmission and distribution system operator to mitigate local transmission and/or
distribution limitations in order to prevent the interruption of power supply in a local area or
region.



EPA received three petitions for reconsideration of the 2013 amendments. The petitions were
submitted by:

o Calpine and PSEG
o Clean Air Council, PennFuture, Conservation Law Foundation, EDF, NRDC, Pace Energy
and Climate Center, Sierra Club and West Harlem Environmental Action
o Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control

HOW TO COMMENT
EPA will accept comment on the notice for 60 days after publication in the Federal Register.
Comments, identified by Docket ID Number EPA‐HQ‐OAR‐2008‐0708, may be submitted by one of the
following methods:


Go to www.regulations.gov and follow the on‐line instructions for submitting comments.



Send comments by e‐mail to a‐and‐r‐Docket@epa.gov.



Fax your comments to: (202) 566‐9744.



Mail your comments to:
Air and Radiation Docket and Information Center,
Environmental Protection Agency, Mail Code: 2822T
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20460



Deliver your comments in person or via courier to:
EPA Docket Center
1301 Constitution Ave., NW
Room 3334
Washington, DC 20004
Such deliveries are only accepted during the Docket’s normal hours of operation, and special
arrangements should be made for deliveries of boxed information.

FOR MORE INFORMATION


The notice of reconsideration is posted at: http://www.epa.gov/ttn/oarpg/new.html.



Today’s action and other background information are also available either electronically at
http://www.regulations.gov, EPA’s electronic public docket and comment system, or in
hardcopy at EPA Docket Center’s Public Reading Room.
o The Public Reading Room is located in EPA Headquarters Library, Room Number 3334 in
EPA West Building, located at 1301 Constitution Ave., NW, Washington, DC. Hours of
operation are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. eastern standard time, Monday through Friday,
excluding Federal holidays.
o Visitors are required to show photographic identification, pass through a metal
detector, and sign EPA visitor log. All visitor materials will be processed through an X‐

ray machine as well. Visitors will be provided a badge that must be visible at all times.
o Materials for this action can be accessed using Docket ID No. EPA‐HQ‐OAR‐2008‐0708.


For further information about the action, contact Ms. Melanie King of EPA’s Office of Air Quality
Planning and Standards, Sector Policies and Programs Division, Energy Strategies Group at (919)
541‐2469 or by e‐mail at king.melanie@epa.gov.

