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December l8 . 2009 
Ms. Lois Rossi 
Director, Regist rat ion Division 
Office of Pesticide Programs 
US Envi ronm ent al Protection Agency 
washington, DC 

Subject: Extension of Exclusive Use Peri od for Etoxezcle 

Dear Lois. 

The purpose of th is letter is to formally state the support of the IR-4 Project in the 
petition to ext end the period of exclusive use of data protect ion for the important plant 
mite management prod uct for specialty crops. The IR-4 Project has received 23 specific 
requests for assistance from growers, com modity groups , state/ federal resear chers and 
extension personnel for IR-4 to facilitate the reg ist ra tio n of etoxazole on specialty food 
cro ps. l R-4 also received numerous req uests for assist an ce to facilit at e regist ratio n for 
etox azole on ornamental crops. 

As you know, th e IR-4 Project was established in 1963 by the State Agricultural 
Experiment Sta tions to provide a mechanism to develop the data required hy the 
regulatory aut horities to support th e r egist ration on high value, low acreage crops, Th e 
IR-4 Project has developed a formalized scheme to p riorit ize potential pest ma nagement 
solutions to pest management voids on specialty cro ps. Th is is 1:1 very select ive and 
competit ive p rocess an d decisions drive the \lSI:" of limited research fu nds. During th is 
process , the participan ts include many factors in selecting proje cts incl ud ing 
"Considera t ion of pri or ities should incl ude the availability and efficacy of al ternat ive 
pest ma nagement products, the potent ial pest damage from the target pest , the 
performance of the proposed produ ct in managing the target pest and th e com patibility 
of the proposed product in new and exis t ing Integrated Pest Ma nagemen t Prog: anu. " 

The need for etoxazole on these specialty crops was dearly articulated at IR' 4 Food ar.d 
Ornamental Workshops by specialty crop stakeholde rs for proje cts with limited interest 
by its US reg istrant, Valen t USA. Etoxazole is a newer class of chemist ry that is 
ext remel y effect ive to manage many difficul t to con trol mit es. including Two-spott ed 
Spider Mites, Eur opean Spider Mites , Broad Mites, Cit rus Red Mites, Persea Mites, 
among others. Thi s product is ext reme ly im portan t in rota t ions with othe rs in resistan t 
management programs. Etox azole is an- IRAC Group lOB mite growth inhibitor and 
has a unique mode of ac tion among mite control products. t is our understanding the 
etoxazole ha s been classified by EPA as a red uced risk for several uses. 
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Based on consensus decisions of the part icipants at ann ual IR-4 Food Use Workshops, 
IR-4 has been conducting research with these active ingredients since 2003, and has 
conducted Magnit ude of the Residue Studies which have supported t hese registrations 
on Greenhouse tomato. cucumber/ melon cucurbit vegetable subgroup, stone fruit crop 
group , hops, and mint . Though it is not relevant to this application, JR-4 has several 
oth er project s in the registration queue th at we expect to subm it short ly, including 
peppers (\11,; 11 expand to allow registration on fruiting vegetable crop group), caneberrv 
(will expand to allow registration on berry and small fruit subgrou ps 13-07 F and J3-07 
G), summer squash (will expand to allow regist ration to the full cucurbit vegetable crop 
group), avocado, mango and papaya" Additionally, l R-4 is sta rti ng new work in 2010 on 
grasses on manage Grass Bank Mites. 

JR-4 appreciat es th e opportunity to work with produ cts like etoxazolc . We are certain 
tha t our effort s will provide growers of certain specialty crops wi th a much needed mit e 
management tool. 

Please let me know if you need additional information or if I can answer a ll} " addit ional 
ques tions. 

Cc: J . Smith, Valent 
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