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December 14, 2009 

Document Processing Desk 
Registration Division 
u.s. Environmental Protection Agency 

On behalf of the U.S. hop indu stry, I would like to support the petition for the exclusive use of the 
active ingredient Emxazole (Zeal Miticide) from Valent US~'\ based on the. follo\\ing: 

•	 EtOXllZO!.e is a mite growth regulator that targets only arthropods in th e order Acarina that 
enables growers to target mite pe sts with minimal affect on important predator specie!'. 

•	 rPM benefits such as the unique mode of action (IRAC- group lOB), which allows m a rion of 
chemistries as a resistance nunagcmcnt tool 

•	 Lo ng residual activity, which requires fewer application s of miticidee. 
•	 Eroxezo le use in hop prod uction provides excellent control o f two- spotted mite, 3. pest that 

must be controlled on an ann ual basis, or will result in a decrease in yield and quality. 

\X,Ie appreciate: this opportunity to submit comments. 

RECEIVED
 

APR 2 7 2010
 

VALENT FILES
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Document Processing Desk 
Registration Division 
U.S. Environmental Proteclion Agency 

As a MidColumbia pear and applegrower and researcher. I would like to support 
the petition for the exclusive use of the active ingredient Etoxazole (Zeal
 
Miticide) from Valent USA based on the following :
 

•	 Etoxazole is a mite growth regulator that targets only arthropods in the 
order Acarina that enables growersto target mite pests with minimal 
affect on predators and othernon-target insects. 

•	 IPM benefits such as the unique mode of action (IRAe. group 108) which 
allows rotationof chemistries as a resistance management tool. 

•	 l ong residual actMty, which requires fewer applications of mibcides 
•	 Etoxazole use in pear and apple provides excellent control of two-spotted 

and European red mites, which can reduce yield and quality, 

Regards, 

~-R9v 
Veman Frscher Jr. 
President
 
Columbia Ag Research, Inc.
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WASH! 'GrON S1J\:~TE~	 _ 

\"lMhi~ gton State Un ive~ity ~~r'B lJNIVERShY 
I rri~: ~d Agnculturl' R I'~h and hlension Cent!!r 

December 11, 2009 

To:	 Document Processing Desk
 
Registration Division
 
US Environmental Protection Agency
 

From:	 Douglas B. Walsh. Ph.D.
 
Professor of Entomology
 
Coordinator. Integrated Pes: Management
 
Sta te Liaison Representative , USD A IR-4 Project
 
Commis sioner , Wa shington State Commission on Pesticide Re gistration
 

Re:	 Exclusive use of etoxezole (Zealnl) from Valent USA 

To whom it may concern. 

I am the Entomology Extension Speciahst and research lead for specialty crops produced in the
 
inland Paci fic North west inc ludi ng hops.juice and wine grapes. mint, alfalfa proccccd f~ seed,
 
vege tables produced for seed, and peaches. Zealhas rec ently been registered imgrapes,: bop s, mint,
 
and in alfalfa and vegetable seed production. My research has directly lrofIPOI1ed the registration of
 
Zeal in these five cropPln& systems and the registration of Zeal has definitely improved the
 
Integrated Pest Y..enagement programs of these respective croj:ls- In hops and mint spider mites.
 
predomin tntly the two-spotted spide- mite and secmdarily the Willamette spidermite are the key
 
direct arthropod pests . Sp ider mite feeding in mint directly reduces mint oil yields and impacts the
 
key fla vor compo nen ts in peppermint. In hop s, sp ider mi te feeding indirectly imp acts yield by
 
reducing cone size when they are feeding on leaves . However, mi tes are also a direct pest when they
 
feed on the cones . Feeding d irectly on the cones redu ces cone color (gre en to grey) and quality. I am
 
currently funded by the hop industry and e USDA Specialty Crop Research Initiative proj t-c. d -at js
 
inves tigating the impact of mite feeding on the key flavor co mponen ts or hops thar are impo)rtanl W
 
brewers incl uding alpha and be ta acids .
 

in alfalfa seed and ve-ge:able seed prod ucti on spid er mi te populations ....ill typ i=ally outbruk dun"1:; 
the bloom period ate-fields are treated prior to bloom ....i th ecologica lly d i~~ hut effective 
pyretaroid and organophosphate insecticides for Lygus bug control. Pollinator safety to pestic.ues 
D?plied during bloom is extremely Important in &lulfa seed producti on. In pesticide exposure studi es 
I have conducted wi th both leafcuttin g and alkal i bees Zea l has been the sa fest miticide I have eve:" 

te sted. Zea l i~ a perfect fit for mi te co ntrol during bloom in alfalfa produced for seed end vegeCl.bl~ECE'VED 

seed production. 

APR 2 7 10 10 
Sp ider mi tes as a pest ha ve diminished as a concern substantially ove r the past S~ \·ej.il years in 
washin gton State wine grape vin eyards. However we have experienc ed an inc rease of leafhoPP~ALeNT FILES 
outbreaks over the past 2 year s and unfortunately if this trend contmu es the insec ticides applied for 
leafhop pers may contribute to future sp ider m iteoutbreaks in vin eyards. Zeal is tops amo ng the 
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rniticides I recommen d in Washington State Univers ity's annual vineyard spray guide exten sion 
bulletin for wine grapes. 

AI the request of both the hop and mint industries I conducrleborarory studies with a precision Potter 
spray tower on the exposur e: to candidate pesticides on Gaiendromus occidcmahs. G. occidentalis is 
the key predatory mite involved in bioregu lating spider mite populations in many crop s incl udin g 
hop s, mint , and grapes in the Pacific Northwest . T opical exposure of adult G. ocd dentalis has n o 
impa ct on survivorship and eggs laid subsequent to expo sure are viable and resu lt in healthy 
offspring. 

Zealprovide s thes e positive contributions to all ofthese respective crops !PM programs specifically 
because it is an insec t growth regulator and sele ctively targets pest mites in the Acarina. Zea l now 
offers our specialty crop producers .II unique mode of action (!RAe l OB) and fits ideally into a 
miti cide resistance man agemen t program. This is especially important in hops where miticide 
resis tance is always an issue. ill my miticide efficacy studies Zeal when applied according to (abel 
specifications provides consistent residual control of sp ider mites. Please be informed that I support 
Valent USA's request forthe exclusive use ofthe active ingred ient etcxazcle. Ir has been my 
experi ence that Valent USA has been a good steward of the crop protection chemistries they bring to 
market. They mai ntain qualified technical represen tatives that an: honest in regards to the 
performance of their prod ucts and they have consistently supported the use of Valen t products on 
spec ialty crops ofminor and on occasion miniscule acreage on which the company is likely losing 
money to mainta in the registration. 

If I can be of furth er assistance or if you have a specific request to back up the statements I have 
made in this support terre- for Valent USA. please do not hesitate to ask. 

Respectfully, 

Douglas B. Walsh, Ph. D. 
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