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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

BETWEEN 


THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


AND 

THE MINISTRY OF THE ENVIRONMENT 


OF ISRAEL 

CONCERNING COOPERATION 


IN THE FIELD OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 


.. . 
~ 
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ARTICLE. I 
.. 

.· ~ 


i . The Environmental Protection Agericy 6f the United States af 
t' 
; . 

America (hereinaft~r referred to as the- «EPA•) and the Ministry 

of the Environm~nt of Israel (hereinafter referred to as the 

•Ministry " ) hereby agree -to enter into a program of scientific 

. -:: 	 and technica1 cooperation with regard to the prot~ction o-f the 

environment according . to the procedures established in this 

Memorandum of Understanding (hereinafter referred to as the 

~ 	 •Memorandum•). Such cooperati6n Lill proce~d on the basis of 

equality, (eci~rocity and mutual benefit . . The purpose of the 
. . 

:1emo ra-nduin is to es tabl ish a f rainewo rk to encou ~;age and increase 
. . 

~ cooperativ~ . activiti~s between EPA and the Ministry (hereinafter 

referred to as the "Pa~ties") regar~ing the protection of the 
,, 

i 	environment . 

~ 
I 
~ 
II 	 ARTICLE II 
Ji 

Cooperative activities between the Parties un.der the 
. · 

"' 	 Mem<:>randum may consist . of ·exchanges ~f scientific and technical 
e 

- ··-· -·1-R.f-G.r-ma-t;.{on;. ~e.xcha-n-ge---v-i.s-·i:ts-O-f-sc..i-en.t-i..f.-i.c.--pe~sonne:l.;--.- .... ..- - - · ­

cooperation in the holding of scientific symposia and . workshops; 
~ 	 . 
_v,. 	 cooperative reseaich ·pr6j~cis concerning problems of common 
'f' 	 / 

~ 	 interest that fall ~ithln the scope of the Parties' national.. 
.,_ 
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I 
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progra~s: and such othe r coopera::ve activities as a re mutua~ly 

aa=e~~ upo~. :~~ terms of sue~ coo9erative acti viti es shal: be 

.	 ~s ta b ~i shed through an exchange of letters between the 


app rop riate officals of EPA and of the Ministry. 


7he Parties may utilize, as is appropriate and mutually 

acce~tab l e, the services of othe~ government agencies, 

univers iti es, o rgan izations ~nd institutions of both countries
• 

in o ~ de r to develop and co nduct t he coopera~ive programs. 

Tec hnical experts from third count~ies or international 

o rgani zations may also be invited to participate, p roviding that 

each of the Parties concurs. 

ARTICLE III 
w 

! 
~ 

~ 

Unless otherwise agreed upon by t he Parties, there shall be 

I 	
~ 

no exc hange of funds, each side provid ing resources adequate to 

. carry out its activities under the Memorandum. It is expressly 

· understood that the ab ility of each side to carry out 
~ . cooperative activities under the Memorandum is subject to the 
~ .. 

availabili ty of appropriated f unds . 

ARTICLE IV 
~ 

~ 


~ 
All cooperative activities conducted unde~ the Memorandumj 

4 shall be subject to the respective applicable national laws and 

regulations. 



AR7ICLE V 


The Assistant Administrator for International Activities of 

; E?A, or his desigr.ee, and tr.e Director General of the Ministry, 

or his designee, shall be responsi~le for the manacement of the 

coo~erative ~ctivities conducted under the Memorandum . They 

shall jointly undertake periodic reviews of such activities, 

addressing, in addition, future policy direction and research 

plans.u 

AR7!CLE VI 

To the extent feasible and permitted by their national laws, 

.1 the ?arties shall facilitate the granting of visas and other 

clearances necessary for personnel and equipment to enter into 
.. 
~• and exit from their respective territories for purposes of 

undertaking cooperative activities under the Memorandum.~ 

ARTICLE VII 

IProtection of intellectual property and rights thereto will • 
y be as set forth in Annex I appended hereto, which forms an 

integral part of the Memorandum . 

. 
~ 

• ARTICLE VIII 
J 

Reciprocal security obligations related to cooperative 


activities under this Memorandum ~hall be observed in accordance 

~ 

http:desigr.ee


with the provis ·ions of Annex II appended hereto, which forms an 

integral part of the ~emorandum. 

ARTICLE IX 

The Memorandum shall enter into force upon signature and 

shall remain Ln force for fLve years. It shall be automatically 

renewed for further five-year periods unless either party 

no tifies the other three months prior to the expiration of one 

of those five-year periods of tts desire that the Memorandum be 

te rmLnated . The Memor andum also may be terminated by either 

Party upon three months' notLce to the other Pa r ty . The 

term LnatLOn of the Memorandum shall not affect the validity of 

any arrangements initLated under its provisions, but not yet 

completed at the . tim~ of termination. 

IARTICLE X 

.• . 

The Memorandum may be amended at any time by mutual written 


agreement of the Parties • 


.; 

~ 

I 
1 
I 

. I 

.' 



Done at Jerusalem, in duplicate, i.n the English lansuac;e, 

r thi. s twentieth day of Febr uary , l 991. 

' 
~: 

I 

" for the Environmental 
r. ?rotecti.on Agency of the 

Un i. tec States of Amer i. ca 
r 

William A. Brown 
Ambassador of the 
Uni.ted States of America 

Yi. tzhak 
Prime Minis 



ANNEX I 

INTEL~ECTUAL PROPERTY RI GHTS 


T.. 

s~all ~ave the meanina f ound in Article 2 of the Convention 

establishing the World Intellectua l Property Organization, done 
I 

I 
q at Stockholm , July 14, 1967. ' 

9. The Part ies shall ensurP., through their respective laws and ,. 
~ ' 

•( 

the provisions of this Annex , adequate and effective legal 

?
~ 

p rotection fo r intel:ectual property created or furnished in the 

t course of cooperation under the Memorandum and rele vant 
; 
~ implementing ar ra ng ements thereuncer. 


~ C. This Annex addresses the allocation of intellectual property 
.. 
~ rights as between the ?art ies. As between a Party and its own .,
.:i participants, t~e ownership of rights and interests in 
:z 

intellec tual property shal l remain ~n accordance with that 

I 
~ 

Party's national laws and practices. Recognizing that, under 

such national laws and practices, intellectual property rights; .. 
:~ may belong to in~ividuals or other legal persons other than the 
~: 

Parties, each Party shall, through contracts or other legal 

means, obta in the rig hts necessary to fulfill the terms of t his 

Annex. 

',: ,. 
.. IL COPYRIGHTS 
;. 

~ A. The Parties shall take all necessary steps in accordance 
.. 

with their respective national laws and the applicable 

WJW ... LiSt 
I 



., 
J international agreements to ·which hoth countries are Parties to 
.. 
~ secu re copyrights to original wo~~s created in the course of 

coo~eration under the ·Memorandum . t 
8 . In t he case of scientific and technical articles, reports, iand books created in the course of cooperation under the I 
Memorandum, each Party shall enjoy in its own country a 

l 

non-exclusive , irrevocable, royalty-free license to produce, I 
t 

sell, translate, reproduce, and publicly distribute copies of j
,, 

I 

~ such aforementioned original works, or any part or parts 
,. 

thereof, and to authorize others to exercise the rights vested 

~ in the Party by this license in :ts own country. Each Party is 
.~ 

~: entitled to a simi l ar license in third countries upon delivery 

o: prior written notice to that effect to the other Party. 

C. With respect to other copyr i g~ted works, including computer 


programs or software: 


1. If a work is created in the ·course of a program of 


cooperative activity t hat i nvolves only the transfer or exchange 
 Ii of information between the Parties, such as by joint meetings, 
~ 


~ seminars, or the exchange of technical reports or papers:
.· 
a . .The Party whose part icipant· creates the work (~the I 

creating Party•) has the right to obtain all rights and 


interests in the work in all countries i n accordance with 

., 

applicable national laws of such co~ntries; and 

b. In any country where the creating Party decides not 
:.: 

to obtain such rights and interests, the other Party has the 

right to do so; 

·-·· I 




f 
~ 

• 

2. If a work is created by the participant of one Party 

("the assigning Party") whi le assigned t o the other Party ("the 

~eceiving Party") in the course nf a 9rogram of cooperative 

ac~iv i ty :~at i~vo l ves only the visi t or exc~ang~ of scientific 

2n~ technical personnel: 

a. The receiving Party has the right to obtain al l 

righ t s and interests i n t he work in all countries in accordance 

with applicabl~ nationa l laws of such countries; and 

h. In any country where the receiving Party decides 
~ 

no t to ob tain such rights and in te rests, the assigning Party has 

the right to do so; 

~ 3. If a work is created through other forms of cooperation,
• 
~ 	 such as a joint research project with an agreed scope of work 

(including the case where a work created through a j oint 

research project falls outsi de t he agreed scope of work ), each 
( 

~ 	 ?arty has the ri gh t to obtain in its own country all rights and 
~ 

transfer such rights and in terests in third countries; 

4 . if a workv Notwithstanding paragraph 3 above,
r. 

~ 
~ 
t 

through other forms of cooperation, such as a joint research 
~ 

~ project with an agreed scope of work, and it is specifically 
~ 

is 	created 

·• 	 provided in a particular implementing arrangement that the ,d 

• participants expect that works resulting from cooperation wil l 

t be developed under the Memorandum for utilization or 
• 
~ 



··- --------..( 
I 
~ 

~ 	 commercialization, each Party has the right to obtain in its own 
~ 

country all rights and interests in the work, and the 


implementing arrangement will contain an agreed allocation of 


~ igh ts :~ t h~ ~d cou~tries. 

J. A ?arcy receiving rights uncer the Memorandum to co9yrighted 

_ 	 works which contain confidential information shall also protect 

such information in accordance with Article IV of this Annex. 

I I I. INVENT IONS 

·: 
.A.. For the purposes of this Annex, "i nvention" means any 

.; 

~ 	 i~vention made in the coucse of a program of cooperative 
i·~ 

3j; activity under the Memorandum which is ·or may be patentable or 

i otherwise protectable unde r the laws of the Uni ted States of 

America, Israel, or any third country. An invention "made" 
I 
~ 	 means one conceived or first actually reduced to practice.

I B. If an inven tion is made in the course of a program of 


cooperative activity that involves only the transfer or exchange 


of information between the ~a~ties, such as by joint meetings, 


seminars, or the exchange of technical reports or papers: 


l. The Party whose participant makes the invention ("the 


inventing Party•) has the right to obtain all rights and 

;.' 
~ 	 interests in the invention in all countries in accordance with 
,. 
! 	 applicable national laws of such countries; and•i ­.. 

"! 

;j 2. In any country where the inventing Party decides not to 

r. 
~ 	 obtain such rights and interests, the other Party has the right 
II 

fi 	 to do so. 

CWil 	 Aii!">F.Gi_W; :WS 



C. If an invention is made by the pa~ticipant of one Party 

(~the assign ing Party") while assigned to the other Party ("the 

~eceivi~g Party") in ~he course o f a program of cooperative 

activity t hat i ~volves only the visit or exchange of scient~fic 

and tec~r.ica: 9ersonnel: 

~ j 1. The receiving Party has the r igh t to obtain a ll rights 

: and i nterests in the invention in all countries in accordance 
~ 
~ with applicable national laws of such countries; . and 
:· 
f;
; 

2. In any country where the ~eceiving Party decides not to 

~ obtain such rights and interests, the assigning Party has the 
j 

~ 
,. 

right to do so. 
J 
:i 
. D • If any invention is made through other forms of cooperation, 

~ such as a joint research project Nith an agreed scope of work 
t! 
.• 	 (including the case where an invention made through a joint 

research project falls outside the agreed scope of work), each 

?arty has the riqht to obtain in its own country all rights and 

•' 	 interests in the invention, whereas the Party in whose countryJ
u the invention was made has fir~t option to secure legal 

i protection of that invention in third countries, as well as the 

right to license or transfer such rights and interests in third 
~ 
~ countries. 
~ 
Jls E. Notwithstanding paragraph D above , if an invention is made 

_ throug~ ot her forms of cooperation, such as a joint research 

· project with an agreed scope of work , and it is specifically 

~ provided in a particular implementing arrangement that the ' 

l' .. 
~ 	 participants expect that inven t ions resulting from cooperation 
~ 
~ 



will he ~eveloped under the Memorar.dum for utili7.ation or 


commerc iali zation, each Party has the right to obtain in its own 


countrv all rights an~ · interests :r. t~~ :nvention, and the 


:~~lementir.g ar~an~ement ~ill cor.:ai~ a n agreed allocat:or. o: 


~iahts in t~i:d countries. 


-. f. Notwithstanding paragrarhs 8 t~rough E above, if an 
~ 
~ invention is of a type for which exclusive rights are available 
~ 
l I
~ under the laws of one country but not of the other country, the i 
~ Party or participant from the country whose laws provide for 

I 
h 

exclusive rights shall be entitlec to an assignment of all such 

rights worldwide. 
~j 
r. ., 

• 
 IV • CONFIDEN~!AL INFORMATION 

~ 
'~ A . For the purposes of t~is Annex, "confidential information" 


I 
~ 

~eans information of a confidentia l nature that meets all of the 


following conditions: 

~ 
~ 1. It is of a type customarily held in confidence for 
i 

commercial reasons; 

2. It is not generally known or publicly available from 

other sources; 

)j 3 . It ha• not been previously made available by the owner 

aJ to others without an obligation concerning its confidentiality; 

I and 

4. It is not .already in the possession of the recipient


i party without an obligation concerning its confidentiality. 


~ ' 6,----------~-------------------------------



8. The Parties do not expect that any confidential information 

~ill be furni shed or created in t~e course of cooperation under 
.· 
"" .~ the Memorandum. However, if such information is furnished or 

created, tr.e ?arties shall protec: such information as 

cor. fic ential info rmat ion in accor~a~ce with tr.eir respective 

laws, regulations, and admin ist rative practices. 

Informa tion to be protected as confidential information 
•,· 

~ shall .be identified as such by the side furnishing such 

information or asserting that it is to be protected, except as 

I otherwise provided in the Parties• respective laws, regulations, 
! 
~ and administrative practices. Subject to such laws, 

~ 
!,! 

regulations, a nd administrative practices, unidentified 

I
~ information will be assumed not to be information to be 

protected, except that one party may notify the other Party in 

Iwriting within a reasonable period of time after furnishing such 

information that such information is confidential information 

Iunder the laws, regulations, and administrative practices of its 

own country . Such informatio~ will thereafter be protected in 

I accordance with paragraph 8 above. 

V. OTHER FORMS OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
.. 
~ "Other forms of intellectual property• means any 

i ntellectual property protectable in accordance wiih the laws, 

regulations, and administrative practices of either Party or any 

~ third country other than those forms described in Articles II 
.,. .. 

and III above and includes, for example, industrial designs and 
I . ..,______________________________________________. 
\oj 

1 



I 
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· ' 
~ 

~ models a nd semiconductor circuit topog raph ies. Riqhts t o other 
f. 

forms of intellectual property s~a~~ be determined in the same 

manne r as for inventions, as set forth in Article III of t his 

.: Annex . I f a subject matter that is invented or created in the 
~· 

course of a program of cooperative activity unde r the Memorandum 
<I 

is of a type for which protection is available under the 

intellectual property laws of one Party but not of the other 

?arty, the Party whose laws provide for s ucn protect ion s hall be 

,, entitled to a n as signment of all such rights worldwide. 
a 
i! 

~ VI. MISC E:LLANEOUS 
~ 
~ A. Each Party a nd each cooperating organization shall take all 

J necessary and appropriate steps to p rovide for the cooperation 

~ ~ of its authors and invento rs that is required to carry out the 

~ provisions of th1s Annex. 

s. Each Party shall pay to its participants such awards or 

compensation as may be required in accordance with its laws and 

regulations. This Annex does ..no t create any ~ntitlement or 

prejudice any right or interest of the author or inventor to an 

award or compensation for his o r her work or invention. If a 

Party doe s not intend either to exercise its rights to 

intellectual property or to transfer such rights to a third 

par~y, it shall, if required by its nat i onal law~, transfer such 

rights to t he author or inventor of such intellectual property. 

I The Parties shall disclose to each other any intellectual 

I 


'\ c . 
~ 
~ property arising in the· course of a program of cooperative 
~ 



I 
IH 	activity and furnish to each other any documentation and 

~ 	 information necessary to enable them to secure any rights to 

which they may be ent itled. The Parties may ask each other in 

wri t ing t o delay publication o r ~ub l i c disclos ure of such 

docume ntati on or in f ormation for tr. e pu rpose of protecti ng t hei r 
·' 
~ 	 r espective rights. Unless otherwise agreed in writing, such 
.. 
.... 
• j 


I ' restriction shall not exceed a period of six months from the 

q 

,, - date of the disclosure of the intellectual property. 

~ Commun i ca t ions sha l l be through the Parties to the applicable 

~ i mp l ementing arrangemen t. 

l 
VII. RESOLUTION OF DISPUTES 


Inte ll ectual property disputes arising under the Memor~ndum 


s hould be r esolved , if ~oss i b le , through discuss i ons between t~e 

u concerned c ooperati ng organizations. If the cooperatingI o rganizations cannot resolve a d i spute, it shall be settled 


through consultations between the Parties or their designees. 


I VII I. EFFECT OF TERMINATION OR EXPIRATION 

" n Terminat i on or expiration of the Memorandum shall not affect 
-~ 

•, 
;, 	

r ights or obligations under this Annex : 
G 
~ 
~ 

IX. APPLICABILITY 

~ This Annex ihall apply to any implementing arrangements or 

; other cooperative act~~ities under the Memorandum, except as mayI be specifically provided otherwise with respect to any or all 

~ provisions of this Annex in individual implementing arrangements.,..____.....______________...
j 



ANNEX II 
SECURITY OBLIGATIONS 

I. PROTECTION OF INFORMAT ION OR EQUIPMENT 

:1 Both Parties agree that no i~:ormation or equipment 

y requ iring protection in the inte ~ests of national defense or 
c ~ 

,,H foreign rela tions of either Pa rt y and classified in accordance 

with the applicable national laws and regulations shall be 

~ provided under this Memorandum. In the event that information 
,;,, 
~ 
~I 

or equipment which is known or believed to require such 
1 
;; protection is identified in the course of cooperative activities 
~ 
~ 

~ unce rta ken pursuant to the Memora~dum, it shall be brought 

~ immediately to the attention of tte appropriate officials and 

J 
~ the Parties shall consult concern:ng the need for and level of 
~ appropriate protection to be accorded such information or 
I. 

equipment.i 
~ 

~ 
!• II. TRANSFER OF INFORMATION OR EQUIPMENT 

The transfer of unclassified export-controlled information 

or equipment between the Parties shall be in accordance with the 

relevant lawa . and regulations of each Party to.prevent the

i unauthorized transfer or retransfer of such information or 

e ~ equipment provided or produced und er the Memorandum. If either 

~ Party deems it necessary, detailed provisions for the prevention

•
~ of unaut horized transfer or retransfer of such information or 

~ equipment shall be incorporated into the contracts o r 
~ 

~ 

~ implementing arrangements. 

' 
~ 
u 




