NEPAssist Help Page

NEPAssist is a tool that facilitates the environmental review process and project planning in relation to environmental considerations. The web-based

application draws environmental data dynamically from EPA's Geographic Information System databases and web services and provides immediate

screening of environmental assessment indicators for a user-defined area of interest. These features contribute to a streamlined review process that
potentially raises important environmental issues at the earliest stages of project development.

For documentation on available data features, see Description of Map Features

For help using the tool, see the NEPAssist help categories found below. If you still need assistance, please send an email to nepassisthelp@epa.gov
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Selecting a Study Area

To get started, please select the study area. Users Enter New Study Area may
choose from many search options such as: Enter address, airport, ip, city, county, state, tribe, or c( | Search
A study area can be a place or or an area. To get a map of the vicinity of an area of interest, you can enter an address,
e Address 2IP code, city, county, watershed, or a pair of coordinates in the search box.
e Airport The following are examples:
e ZIP code * Dallas
. e 77 W. Jackson Blvd, 60604
° Clty e 77 W. Jackson Blvd, Chicago, IL
[ ] COUnty + Arlington County, VA
e State » 60085
. i . e LAX
e Congressional District + 38.1,-78.2
e Watershed o For Watershed, enter watershed: 01020003
« For Congressional District, enter cd: CAO1

e Coordinates

Search by:
Address

To search using an address, enter the address and click Search. A map centered on the address entered will be displayed. Where possible, try using the
following formats for addresses: "Address, city, state" or "Address, city, ZIP"

Airport

To search by airport, enter the 3-letter airport code and click Search. A map centered on the airport selected will be displayed.

ZIP Code
To view spatial data by ZIP Code, enter a valid 5-digit United States Postal Service ZIP code in the text box provided and click Search. A map of the area for
the ZIP code entered will be displayed.

City/State
To view spatial data by City or State, enter the corresponding city name or a United States Postal Service 2-letter state abbreviation in the text box provided
and click Search. A map of the City or State entered will be displayed.

County
To view spatial data by county, please enter the county and state associated with the county in the text box provided and click Search. A map of the county
entered will be displayed.



Congressional District
To search by congressional district:

e Begin by typing “cd: ” in the "Enter New
Study Area" box followed by the state
abbreviation and the 2-digit U.S.
congressional district or the name of the
congressional official. (Notice there is a
space after the “:").

e Click the “Search” button to the right.

¢ |f you do not know the congressional
district or full name of the official, a
dropdown menu will appear with
corresponding codes and names to choose
from.

Watershed
To search by watershed:

e Begin by typing “watershed: ” in the "Enter
New Study Area" box followed by the 8-digit
USGS hydrologic unit code (HUC) or the
watershed name.

e Click the "Search" button to the right.

e |f you do not know the full 8-digit HUC or
watershed name, a drop down menu will
appear with corresponding codes and
names to choose from.
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Coordinates

To search by coordinates:

e Begin by typing the coordinates of your desired destination into the "Enter New Study Area" box. Enter the coordinates with the latitude first followed
by the longitude using a comma to separate the two. Example: 38.628676,-77.085226.
e Click the search button on the right.

Using the Mapper Search Tool
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Map Features

To view map features, first expand the mapping feature under the "Select Map Contents" box, then select the feature you wish to be applied to the map. Several
features may be selected at once. You may need to expand the menu further to see the legend for that feature.
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Basemaps and Imagery
Basemaps

iEBasernap 2 magery wmwr Measure Draw

Switch Basemap 1

Bing Maps Aerial

Bing Maps Hybrid Bing Maps Road

Users can choose a basemap to display on the map by
My Imagety With SHests clicking on the Basemap icon located on the top toolbar.
e : The Bing Maps Road view is the default option.

Terrain with Light Gray
Labels Canvas

National Oceans OpenStreetMap
Geographic 8



Additional Imagery

:Ela map ¥ ? Imagery B

NEPAssist

View Imagery

Select data source(s) and then click on the map or entera
latitude and longitude below for image views.

& Google Street View

I Bing Maps Bird's Eye

" Bing Maps Aerial

ESRI Imagery

" Google Imagery by Year

(Note: Google Imagery requires & plugin.}

Ipaso

[Cl Utah

View Imagery

Select data source(s) and then click on the map or enter a
latitude and longitude below for image views.

Unselect All
Google Street View

Google Imagery by Year
(Note: Googie Imagery requires  piugin.)
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» United States
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Agency

To view other imagery available for a specific point, click on the Imagery
icon located at the top of the toolbar on the map.

To select a point for additional imagery:
1. Select the types of imagery you would like to view.
2. Either select a point by clicking on the map or

enter a latitude and longitude in the box available
and select Go

Note: A plug-in download is needed to view Google
Imagery by Year



Google Imagery By Year

NEPAssist
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You can view historical imagery of your area of interest provided by using the date slider bar in Google Imagery by Year. Move
the point on the slider by dragging it with your mouse or using the arrows at the ends of the slider bar to see the images
available. The date of the image shown is available at the top right of the slider bar.
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Identifying Map Features
Data Descriptions

NEPAssist draws and displays environmental data from many locations and sources to easily provide access to this information in one place. To view additional

information on the data layer features available in the map, click on the ' button to provide basic descriptions for the data and links to their sources. For a
listing of all the available data features, see Description of Map Features.

Identifying Features
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When multiple mapping features are identified, users can scroll through and view the applicable features by clicking on the arrow located at the
top right of the attributes box.

Federal Lands
FEATURET: General Services Administration

: _ o Ozone 8-hr (1997 standard) _
STATE FIPS: 08 & Area Name: Denver-Boulder-Greeley-Ft.Coliins

NAME1- Denver Federal Center -Love,, CO
NAMEZ: Null Vil Composite ID: Ozone_8-hr. 1997 Denver

g?frEé: (I;l;gm - 1 Class: Former Subpart 1

GID: Polygon Pollutant; 8-Hr Ozone
GID.AREA: 0.000278 LR, NAA Status: N
GID.LEN: 0.067295 Poll Order: g
Report Date: 12/17/2010
Greenbook Link: More info

[ Generate Report ]
(The area exceeds the size for reporting.)

Adding Data

& More Data v

Users can add additional publicly available data to NEPAssist on the fly by selecting from
one of the three options under the “More Data Button”.

ol i K R TSR 59

Search Available Dats

Add Layer from Web i
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Additional Data Layers

Users can add additional layers
from the list by:

1. Clicking on the
“Additional Data
Layers” button under
“More Data”

2. Selecting the data layer
that you would like
added to the map
contents

3. Once the data appears
in the map contents
section, turn on and off
the appropriate layer
features

4. Click on the features to
see more detailed
information

NEPAssist
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Select Map Contents
| EPA Facilities
| wWater Monitoring Stations
' Places *
| Transportation®
| wWater Features ”
| Nonattainment Areas *

! Boundaries *

| 2010 Demographics [(ACS)

' 2000 Demographics

! Soil Survey Hap

! Critical Habitat

| NWI Wetlands »

! FEMA Flood »

! Land Cover 2006 F

' US Federal wilderness Areas- ]
=1 National Wilderness Arsas (names)

*[C]1 Naticnal Wildemess Areas
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- [¥] i National Wildemess Areas (filled)
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Search Available Data

=4 Print 5w Basemap ¥
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Search Available Data

+ Imagery

== Measure Draw A Erase

& More Data

Search Available Data

Add Layer from Web

Additional Data Layers

| Enter keywords below to search publicly available data layers from many sources through ArcGIS.com If you have an
| account through ArcGIS.com, please click “Sign In” on the top-right corner to sign in and view additional available

| information through your platform.

Enter keyword to sear? : Wilife

\f‘ Within current map window
("] search within group
3 Fiter by Tag:
 AllTags s
| Fitter by Author
| All Authors >

™

213 Map Services/Web Maps found:
\xb_/:'

World Hydro Reference Overlay

<> Map Service by HydroTeamRC
Last Modified: Wed Jul 02 2014
(3 ratings, 1 comments, 360062 views)

The World Hydro Reference Overiay Map service is designed to be used as a
base map by scientists, professionals, and researchers in the fields of
Hydrology, Geography, Ciimate, Soils, and other natural sciences.

TGy

)

-:'.‘J Map Service by FWSGIS
. Last Modified: Wed Dec 19 2012
"ﬁ- (1 ratings, 0 comments, 10550 views)

' 5 |National Wildlife Refuge Boundaries

.....J*

-uMM« | This map illustrates the US Fish and Wikdife Landscape Conservation Cooperative

Landscape Conservation Cooperative Boundaries

»....».... Boundaries (LCC).
A [E] web Map by LDT_CM

ey,
| Guar C st Evaieia YL
I[?- S camten || 2ot Modified: Fri Jul 20 2012

Add (0 ratings, 0 comments, 218 views)
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Home | Help

| EPA Facilities

* | Water Monitoring Stations
* | Places*

~ | Transportation *

* | Water Features*®

* | Nonattainment Areas '

! Boundaries *

* 12010 Demographics (ACS)
* 12000 Demographics

! Soil Survey Map

| Critical Habitat

" | NWI Wetlands

| FEMA Flood

* | Land Cover

| FWS_Refuge_Boundaries *

{ FWS NWRS Locations
= Vi FWS Refuge Labels

-Vl Fws Refuge Ownership
Boundaries (Outline Only)

~¥liFws Refuge Ownership
Boundaries

Users can search ArcGIS.com and add
publicly available data by:

1.

Click the “Search Available Data”
button under “More Data”

Enter keywords to search
publicly available data on
ArcGIS.com**

Filter the results by “tag” and/or
“author”

Click the “Add” button below the
feature you would like to add to
the map

Click on the title of the feature if
you would like the see the
metadata associated with that
feature

Once the feature is added, it will
appear, along with the legend, at
the bottom of the “Select Map
Contents” panel where users can
turn on and off the available
features

** Users with accounts through ArcGlIS.com can sign-in to
their account to access additional data available through
their platform by clicking the “sign in” button located at
the top right of the search available data window.


http:ArcGIS.com
http:ArcGIS.com
http:ArcGIS.com

Add Layer from Web

ey

Add Layer from Web X

Choose one of the following options and enter a proper URL
to add publicly available data from the web to the map.
o1 ArcGlS Server Web Service (Whole service)
OGC Web Service (WWS)
KMLKMZ
GeoRSS
*URL: hitp:/
(hitp-A=server=/arcgisfrest’zervices/<service name=MapServer)

Service title;

| Add to Map

Sample URL:
hitp.#'=ampleserver!.arcgisonline. com/ArcGlSirestizervices/Demographics

[ESRI_Census_ USA/MapServer/i, 1

Defining a Report Area

Use the “Add Layer from Web” option to add data from a map service on the web. When
you click the “Add to Map” button, the layer will be added in the map contents panel.

You can draw an area and then generate a detailed environmental report for that area. Using this tool, you can draw a point, line, area, or rectangle. You can
also specify a buffer area radius (e.g., go 1 mile out in all directions) for which the report will be generated.(Note: You need to change the buffer before you

generate the report or the default radius will be used.)

Start by opening the Define Report area dialog box by clicking the Draw () button in the toolbar at the top of the map. You can draw a point, line, area, or
rectangle. You may also enter your own coordinates if you know them. (see graphic below)

To start with a point, click the ( ¥ ) button.

1. Click a point on the map that you want to define. Give it a name and a description (optional).
2. You can specify a radius around the point you want to include in the reports by entering a value where it asks for the buffer. The default is 0.5 miles.
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To draw a line, click the ( # ) button.
1. For each click on the map, a corner or vertex is added and the line can change direction. Double-click to end drawing. Give it a name and a description

(optional).
2. You can specify a radius around the line you want to include in the reports by entering a value where it asks for the buffer. The default is 0.5 miles.

To draw an area, click the (rﬂ ) button.
1. For each click, a vertex is added. When you are ready, double-click to complete the polygon. You must have at least three vertices. Give the line a name

and a description (optional).
2. You can specify a radius around the area you want to include in the reports by entering a value where it asks for the buffer. The default is 0.0 miles.

To draw a rectangle, click the ('Ej) button.

1. Hold down the left-mouse button and drag on the map, release the button to end drawing. Give the shape a name and a description (optional).
2. You can specify a radius around the area you want to include in the reports by entering a value where it asks for the buffer. The default is 0.0 miles.

To enter your own coordinates:
1. Click on “Enter your own coordinates”. Enter your own coordinates, the data values must be in comma-delimited Latitude and Longitude (in that order)
as decimal degrees, then click “Add to Map”.

2. Give the shape a name and a description (optional).
3. You can specify a radius around the area you want to include in the reports by entering a value where it asks for the buffer. The default is 0.5 miles.

When you click on a defined report area, you will see two more options in addition to the buffer setting: NEPAssist Report and Delete. Delete will remove
the digitized feature from the map. NEPAssist Report will generate the reports.
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Using Existing boundaries of a map feature:

sspufaction=searchloc8wherestr=77 W, Jackson Blvd%:2C Chicage?2CIL v |

B - Nepassist P a & ﬂ|

nited States
»
Home | Help : Pmbanﬁon

Users can generate a report based on an existing boundary of a map
feature.

1. Turn on the appropriate mapping layer in which you would
like to generate a report.
2. Click on the associated feature, Click “Generate Report”.

3. Give the shape a name and a description (optional).
4. You can specify a radius around the area you want to : | b
. . . . 0 s | Reach Code: 07120004000859 [IC1 watersheds (HUC12)
include in the reports by entering a value where it asks for = ) Fonoe e I i Watersheds (HUGS)
i ? eai eSl_)U on: _.
e = A Sou Ori tor, IL
the bUffer' [ HHIE 2ol d SOE;EZDEJ%.?;E‘;;.‘NUH
T Source Feature ID: ILHC01 _HG 01
feg e . ! VLl zan i . As t R t: More info
Note: You can not generate a report from the EPA Facilities pointsor 1 Fllessurs- 77687
a8l R T Measure: 100
the Water Monitoring Stations points. : | Offset0

Event Type: 3030
| State L
Cycle: 2004
Start Date: 4/1/2004

i
L
:

© 2014 Microsoft Corporation

18



NEPAssist Report

To generate a report using NEPAssist, you must first draw your project area or select an existing feature boundary on the map. For more information on drawing
your project area see Defining a Report Area. Once you have drawn your project area or selected an existing feature, established a buffer and given it a name,
click on the drawn area to show the project description window. From there you can click the NEPAssist Report button located in the project description

window.
_\.'W = e e ’ e 3
P a K _.f-' 2
Ly Y =
i " E i-:meer Woods =
. q;* Project Details ERills o
=
T 2
Project B
S — 5 z
| escrplion: - — E = ﬁ
Area: 1.72 3g. miles -
Buffer: O mi [=](_Add to Map 11th 5t

=1 i
€| NEPAssist Report J(Delete]
1' .
_"m

K %

g - 2
% (=4

- (7] ﬂ D_Ilnl

Generating a Report
Once you click on the NEPAssist Report button, a report will be generated based on environmental data available specific to your project area. Information in the

report will be displayed as a series of questions with yes or no answers based on the location of your project area. The report questions are drawn from publicly
available datasets available through EPA databases and web services. The National Report is drawn from nationally available datasets and the State Reports are
drawn from datasets available through the EPA Regions. Click on a hyperlinked question to view the data source and associated metadata. If your project area
crosses multiple states, NEPAssist will provide a consolidated report containing available information on the multi-state project area.
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LR i printing, see the section on Printing.
\Withiy 3 Toe Substances Conirol Act (TSCA pais? e
Within 8 RADInTD alta™ L
\ilhin: 3 Birow silieks 5327 ik
\hithin s E(perhin speT L
Wi Tos Relesss Mneanory (TRD 5087 e
Within 3w mear discharger (WFOES)) no
ATV B A ETISION Poolny T o
Wit acerous er-aste (RCRA) faciily ¥ =
Aithin & s¢ hoat! L
Withi an sirpoet? e
Within 3 hosgal? gt
Y g dasignaled S0% souse sguler L
Ll 3 hisig il on e Mafonal Regieisr of ek Reces? s
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Additional Report Data
To gain additional information regarding particular questions, please click on the yes or no answer associated with that question. In a separate window, the
project area map and selected question will appear with additional information, including the ability to change the buffer around the point, line or area you
included in the initial report.

£Gd Report question: Within a2 Brownfields site? yes
E lIbnoks 5t

W lllinois 5t

-\-\ Modify guestion by entering a new buffer distance and unit for the selected study area: .
= e L _ : For example: If based on your project area

< LoWerWacker py the initial answer to "your project area is

jWWacke: Dr Features within Study Area

oy . _ ]
A Enstsin Fentures found: 4 within a Brownfields site" was yes; you can
3 e e dEs click on yes and see additional information
R e il - — such as the name and distance of the
e o] | | IR EARE INDUETRIAL ONELES Dl Brownfields site within your project area as
GREEN DEMOLITION SPECIFICATIONS 34 miles

well as change the buffer around your
project area (to .5 miles in this example) to

|- Jacksen Blvd

IO JBIEMS

|| Grant Park

| see additional Brownfields sites if
L} g i
=l “"”"a“‘“'”_f'@ 2014 Nokia, ©® AND, ® ___ il 3 applicable.

Demographic Reports
NEPAssist also links to another EPA tool, EJView, to generate detailed reports based on the geographic area and data sets. Click on the various links to view the
EJView reports on demographic and health information.

EEJView Reports ¥
Note: The E[View Reports provide demographic and health information. There are four reports available from
EJView, please select from the following reports:
[ ACS Summary Report ] EXIT NEPAssk!

[ Health Report | ExiT NEPASs3!
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Understanding the Data

The NEPAssist application draws and displays environmental data from many locations and sources to easily provide access to this information in one place.

Metadata
Each mapping layer and report question in the NEPAssist application is supported by metadata that can be viewed in the data description window.

Select Map Contents #

~ ' EPA Facilities

“[711 Hazardous Wacte {RCRAInfo)
“[T10 air emissions (AFS)
£[C]1 watar dischargers (PCS/ICIS)
“[C]1 Taxic releases (TRI)

i perfund (CERCLIS)
[T Brwgnfields (BCRES)

Click the "i" button to view
metadata and data descriptions

:* ‘vz National Report ‘&

‘B
Uiy

i+
5 )

Project Area 0.02 sq mi

\ithin an Ozone & - hr Non-Attainment Area? e
Within & PM2.5 Non-Attainment Area? o
Viithin a Lead Non-Attainment Area? Lo
Within a Federal Land? no
Within an impaired stream? no
Within an impaired waterbody? no
Within a waterbody? no

no

Within a stream?

Within an NWI wetland? click here

May take sewveral

minutes
Within a Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) site? L
Within a RADInfo site? no
Within a Brownfields site? yES
Within & Superfund site? ne

Click the hyperlinked questions to

Within a Toxic Release Inventory (TR site?

Within & water discharger (NPOES)?

Within an air emission facility? yes
Within & hazardous waste (RCRA) facility? yes
Within a school? na
Vifithin an airport? ot
Within a hospital? no
\ithin a designated sole source aguifer? s

Withina historic property on the National Register of Historic Places? :

view metadata and data descriptions

Metadata describes the contents and context of the data files, including the source, the date the data was
generated, accuracy, and projections. When accessing information in NEPAssist, the data file and corresponding
metadata need to be referenced by the user. Do not reference the NEPAssist application directly because data
layers within NEPAssist are continually updated and refreshed when more current data is available.

For example: If you have a hazardous waste site in your project
area, cite the EPA Envirofacts database, and the last data
retrieval date from the EPA source database, the Resource

Conservation and Recovery Act Information (RCRAInfo) System.

[System [Retsiewed  Posted

Uipdate Frequency

Assessment, Cleanup and Redevelopment Exchange System [ACRES) 07/02/2018 | 07,02;2014

Biennial Reporting (BRY 07)09/2014 |07/16,204

Updated Monthly
Updated Manthly
Updared Menthly
Updared Quarterly

Updated Nightly

Updated Manthly

Final Data Update Complete

Comgprehen: Hazardous Waste (RCRATnfo) 013
| i Deseriptforr: Hazardous waste Information contained in the Resource Conservation £

Facility Regi and Recovery Act Information (RCRAInfo) includes an inventory on all generators,
suyinas transporters, treaters, storers, and dispasers of hazardous waste that are required 54, ;
e — to provide information about their activities,

Integrated © 2014

FE— Sowce, EPA's Envirofacts 2000

|ntegrated C Dale th r 2014

Locatienal Informatian Weekly Weekly

Permit Compliance System {PCS) TE11/20012 | 117122012

Radiation Information {RADInfo) 05/12/2004

Updated Monthly
Updated Weekly

Final Data Update Complete. *

Istou rce Conservation and Recewery Act Informarion (RCRAINfo) O7/00/2014 | 07i16/2014

Updated Monchly

Radbet, formerly Environmental Radiarion Ambient Monitoring System 06/30/2014 | 06/30/2014

Safe Dirinking Water Information System (SOAWIS) 02/06/2014 | 02/10/ 2014

Updated Quarterly

TRI Explarer 03/26/2014 | 04/01 /2014

TRI 2012 data 15 now available

07/09/2014 [07/16/2014

Toxics Release Inventary (TR

TRI 2073 data 15 now avelable
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Printing
Users can print the map and the report available in NEPAssist.
Print Map

Click on the Print button located on the toolbar to print your NEPAssist map. The print map option allows you select image, PDF or HTML format.
map and its associated legend, use the HTML format and print the map using your internet browser.

Format: HTML |«
Print Tit Image
Map Siz¢

Report
Map Size v

[ print Map
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For printing a


http:Vetba.ds

Print Report

Users can print and/or save their report as an excel file or PDF but selecting the “Save to Excel” or “Save to PDF” available on the NEPAssist report.

= National Report ¥/

\Within on Ozone 8- hr lon-Atlinment Arca? yes

Viithin a PM2.5 Nor-Atteinment Arce? no

Within a Lead Non-Altanment Area™

Wiithin a Federal Land? no

Wi &n impaired stream? oo
\Within an impaired waterbody AA
Within @ waterbody? ng
Wiithina stream? L
Within an NI wetand? click ners
May take several
minutes

Within a Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) site? a
Within & RADI fo site? i
Within a Brown fiekls sie? Yyes
Within a Superfund ste? no
Within a Toxic Release hvantory [TRI) site? o
Withir & water discharger (KPDES)™ ¥ES
Within an ar emizeion faciity? yes
Withuri o_baradous waste (RCRA) Tacility® yes
Withiri a school? no
Wikin af arport? Ra
Vilthin a8 hospial? e
Within a designated sole source eguifer? ne

& Nafional Register of Historic Placss? Yo

Save to E‘u:el‘ lSa\ne as POF
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