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Two-year Action Plan: Status of Projects Chihuahua-New Mexico Task Force

Project Title

Reduce Air Pollution. Need permanent air
quality monitoring network, maintenance
plan, training. Address high PM
concentrations from unpaved roads and
cattle facilities

Improve Access to Clean and Safe Water.
Water quality contamination from liquid
waste systems. Water conservation

Status (Complete/Ongoing) Target FY'14-'FY15

COMPLETE under Border Grant 2012.
Complete air monitoring needs assessment
for urban and non-urban border areas.
Develop air quality monitoring training and
maintenance plan for Columbus-Palomas.
Increase public awareness of health risks
associated with exposure to land-based
sources of airborne contaminants through
community meetings and dissemination of
outreach materials. Binational Air Quality
Assessment for Southern NM, northern Chih
& West Texas. Met stations established in
Columbus and Palomas. PM air
quality/emissions study for Columbus-
Palomas complete.

COMPLETE under Border Grant 2012.
Reduce contamination in household water in
Palomas. Workshops and outreach
information on BMPs for maintenance and
decommissioning of septic systems and
existing nitrate groundwater contamination
inn Columbus. Rainwater harvesting systems
for irrigation of backyard gardens for 40
families. Installation of dry toilets at Palomas
public library as demonstration project.

Continue support of NMDOH Binational
Air Quality Assessment

Install weather station in Palomas;
recruit rain observers for CoCoRaHS

Complete windblown dust emission
study for NMED

Continue collaborations with cattle
ranchers in Chihuahua regarding the role
of holistic range management with dust
emissions



Project Name

Two-year Action Plan: Status of Projects CH-NM TF

Status (Complete/Ongoing) Target ‘14 -"'15

Joint Preparedness — Revised Columbus — Palomas Ongoing

Sister City Plan



Project(s) Successes:

e« NMDOH Air Quality Study provided a comprehensive evaluation of emissions
contributing to poor air quality along the border. Provided first study to link
emergency room/hospital admission rates to air quality levels for citizens in Dona
AﬂahCorL]Jnty. Co-funded by BECC for UACJ collaborators to collect samples in
Chihuahva.

 NMED windblown dust emissions study is first project to locate and quantify dust
emissions from large dust storm causing areas. Findings will help us locate the
problematic dust areas and possible mitigation options. This has lead to
collaborations with NM Department of Transportation and cattle ranchers in
Chihuahua

e Columbus/Palomas dust study provided a view of PM10 exposure in the area
during the spring dust season. Lead to two public meetings to communicate
hazards of dust storms.

e



Emerging Issues

e Holistic Ranch
Management to prevent
erosion and reduce dust
storms

e Address Water Quality in
Palomas, Chihuahua -
Columbus, NM




QUESTIONS?




