
January is 
National Radon Action Month!

Welcome

Radon Webinar
September 6, 2007

www.epa.gov/radon/nram



Agenda

• New and Improved Resources to Plan for National Radon 
Action Month

• New Radon Public Service Announcement Campaigns & 
Media Tips

• National Radon Poster Contest Update 

• Radon Professionals and National Radon Action Month
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Turn Your Activities into Results

Gina Bowler
Radon Team

Indoor Environments Division
U.S. EPA

(202) 343-9206
bowler.gina@epa.gov
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Ambitious Radon Goals

• EPA established aggressive radon goals for 2012:

– 1.5 million homes with active mitigation systems

– 2.4 million homes built with radon resistant new 
construction

– 1250 future lung-cancer deaths a year prevented
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Raising Radon Awareness:  Knowledge Before Action!

• Education and Outreach:  Ongoing
– Led by state radon programs, non-profit organizations and radon training 

centers receiving grants from EPA, and other radon and indoor air quality 
professionals

• Radon Media Campaign:  New Public Service Announcements
– Researched and developed by EPA HQ and customizable by you 

Promoted at the state, regional and local levels by individuals and 
organizations

• Special Emphasis Periods:  Increasing and Leveraging Collective 
Efforts for Better Results 
– National Radon Action Week:  Every third full week in October; this year 

October 21 – 27, 2007
– National Radon Action Month:  Every January
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Thank You for a Very Successful 2007 National Radon 
Action Month!

• Increased collaboration and information sharing 

• New tools: Event Planning Kit, Web site, activities map

• More than 160 activities conducted by stakeholders and posted 
on EPA’s Web site 

• Increased National Radon Poster Contest participation (889 
posters from 96 schools, 29 states, 3 tribal nations, and 2 
territories) 

• Increased public inquiries, demand for test kits, and number of 
tests in many locations
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2008 National Radon Action Month Goals
• Increase stakeholder participation and collaboration at the 

regional, state and local levels (e.g., a mix of tried-and-true and 
new approaches!)

• Conduct 250 events/activities nationwide in January 2008 that 
increase awareness of radon, promote radon testing and 
mitigation, and advance the use of radon-resistant new 
construction

• Feature your radon outreach events/activities (e.g., brief 
descriptions, success stories) on EPA’s National Radon Action 
Month Website:

www.epa.gov/radon/rnactionmonth.html
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New and Improved Resources for National Radon 
Action Month

• New consumer page and expanded stakeholder page on 
the Web site

• Event Planning Kit updates including customizable fact 
sheet

• New monthly electronic newsletter to help build and 
maintain momentum from October toward January and 
into Spring

• Newest radon Public Service Announcement Campaign 
features radon-resistant new construction 

And More!
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Take steps now to make the 2008 National Radon Action 
Month even more successful than 2007!

• Take advantage of the National Radon Action Month Event Planning Kit, Web 
site, Webinars, etc., and the National Radon Meeting for exploring new ideas, 
approaches, partners, and resources

• Conduct at least one National Radon Action Month event/activity at regional, 
state and local levels, including radon proclamations, award ceremonies for 
state/local Radon Poster Contest winners, working with the AARST Speakers 
Bureau, and getting your local media to use the new radon public service 
announcements

• Feature your National Radon Action Month event/activity on EPA’s Web site
www.epa.gov/radon/rnactionmonth.html

• Use your normal communication channels to feature National Radon Action 
Month, e.g., your Web site, e-mail networks, conferences, booths, etc.
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National Radon Media 
Campaign

Kristy Miller
Public Affairs

Indoor Environments Division
U.S. EPA

202-343-9441
Miller.kristy@epa.gov

Jeff Boal
Plowshare Group
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Goals
GETTING INVOLVED:

Media Visits by You = Increased Use of PSAs

Media Hits = Increased Knowledge

It’s all about saving lives.
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1.  New Radon Media Campaign – Strategic Approach

• Primary Target

– Homeowners, particularly recent homeowners

– Homeowners in the process of new construction

• Secondary Target

– Real estate brokers, home inspectors and financial lenders (via 
possible business press print PSA campaign)

– New construction building trades
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1.  New Radon Media Campaign – Strategic Approach

Key Messages in Priority Order 
Based on Research of What the Audience Wants to Know

No. 1 Lung Cancer Risk

No. 2 Credible Source
(EPA/Surgeon General/World Health, AMA)

No. 3 Ease of Testing & Fixing

No. 4 All Homes Need a Test to Check for EPA Action Level (4 pCi/L)

No. 5 Where to Call or Go to Test/Fix
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2.  Radon Creative Approaches

• MEDIATITLE AUDIENCE FORMAT OPTIONS

• TV “S.G. Warning” General Consumer :60, :30 & :20 Spanish & Localizable

• Radio “S.G. Warning” General Consumer :60, :30 Spanish & Localizable
• Radio “Neighbors” General Consumer :60, :30 Spanish & Localizable
• Radio “Fuad” Builder - Family :60, :30 Spanish & Localizable

• Newspaper “Family Room” General Consumer 3 Sizes Localizable
• Magazine “Bedroom” General Consumer 3 Sizes Localizable
• Magazine “For Sale” Real Estate-Consumer  3 Sizes Localizable
• Magazine “Sign” Real Estate  - Trade 3 Sizes Localizable
• Magazine “Stethoscope” Builder - Consumer 3 Sizes Localizable
• Magazine “Fuad – Ruler & Builder – Trade 3 Sizes Localizable
• Blueprint”
• Billboard “S.G. Warning” General Consumer 30-Sheet
• Online “S.G. Warning” General Consumer Rich Media
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Radon Campaign Creative Approaches:

-Radio (ex. Neighbors      and Builders     ) 
-Broadcast
-Cable TV
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2.  Radon Campaign Creative Approaches:
Consumer Magazine
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2.  Radon Campaign Creative Approaches:
Consumer Newspaper
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2.  Radon Campaign Creative Approaches:
Consumer Real Estate Magazine
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2.  Radon Campaign Approaches:
Real Estate Professional Magazine
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2.  Radon Campaign Creative Approaches:
New Home Construction Trade Magazine
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2.  Radon Campaign Creative Approaches:
Consumer New Home Construction

Radon Webinar
September 6, 2007

www.epa.gov/radon/rnactionmonth.html



2. Radon Campaign Creative Approaches:
New Home & Building Green Media Campaign

• Builder Fuad Reveiz Testimonial about ease of Radon 
Resistant New Construction

• Debuts in “Builder” Magazine

• New Radio PSAs, English & Spanish

• Available in Print & Radio
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2.  Radon Campaign Creative Approaches:
New Home Construction Trade Magazine
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2.  Radon Campaign Creative Approaches:
Real Estate Professional Magazine
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2.  Radon Creative Approaches:
Consumer Billboard
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3.  New Radon Media Campaign – Media Distribution

All Radon PSAs including past campaigns are available to 
be previewed and ordered by visiting:

• www.epapsa.com

Preview & Order TV, Radio & Print

Note:  This Web site is under renovation.  A new and 
improved Web site will be up by September 30, 2007.
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3.  New Radon Media Campaign – Media Monitoring

Media usage results can be viewed at:
Fertiledata.com
Login: Radon
Password: Media Results
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3.  New Radon Media Campaign – Media Monitoring

Radon Webinar
September 6, 2007

www.epa.gov/radon/rnactionmonth.html



3.  New Radon Media Campaign – Media Monitoring
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4.  Your Involvement
Making The Call - Goals

End with an Ask

– Please run the PSAs
– Offer content about prevention, local stories, health info, statistics 
– Give local hotline: 1-800-SOS-RADON 
– Website: www.epa.gov/radon
– Arrange spokespeople for interviews on community affairs 

programs or news programs
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4.  Your Involvement
Conclusions

– Strong media relationships DO increase PSA placements
• It’s a year-round effort
• Keep the media aware of your progress

– Media relationships yield benefits to you
• Raises profile of your organization in community
• Helps the media & audience access local resources, 

programs & services
• Helps media be socially responsible and active partners 

serving   the community 
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Polling Question

• Which radon public service 
announcements will you ask your local 
media to run?

• Television
• Radio
• Magazine
• Newspaper
• Billboard
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National Radon Poster Contest

Kristin Marstiller
National Safety Council
202-293-2270 ext. 469

marstilk@nsc.org
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Changes in Guidelines and Criteria
• No longer have hand-drawn and computer-generated 

categories – just one category for both
• No longer require electronic submissions
• No longer require 11” x 17” paper
• Simplified topics – took out radon resistant new 

construction and mitigation systems
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State Contests
• NSC asked State Radon Contacts to be the point of 

contact to market each state contest and 35 states have 
appointed someone to work on the program

• NSC sent tri-fold brochures and mailing labels for schools 
to the state contacts for those that are participating

• NSC sent out brochures directly to the schools in the 
states that are not participating

• The State Contests are running from July 1 to October 15
• The State Radon Contacts will judge the state contest and 

send top three winners to NSC
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Other Distribution Channels

Brochures were also sent to EPA regional offices, regional 
training centers, and other interested parties.  They were 
distributed at the National Science Teacher’s Association 
National Convention.
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National Radon Poster Contest

Our goal is to have a poster entry from every 
state, territory, tribal nation, and the 

Department of Defense schools.
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Free CD-ROM on Planning Award Ceremony
(Available in October)

• checklist for planning a ceremony

• information on selecting a facility

• templates for notification letters

• invitations

• budget spreadsheet

• press releases

• and more
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National Contest
• All state winners should be received by November 1st

• Judging for national winners will be by November 15th

• National winners will be notified by December 1st

• Collateral will be designed and printed by January 1st

• Award Ceremony will be held mid to late January
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The National Prize
• 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners with parent and teacher will 

come to Washington, DC, in January for the National 
Award Ceremony.  They will taken on tour of the city and 
given an opportunity to visit their Congressional 
representatives.

• Book covers, bookmarks, posters, mouse pads will be 
made from the winning poster and distributed in 2008
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Customized Radon Brochure

Inside are 
three panels of 

basic radon 
information.
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If you would like to receive:

• 2008 contest brochures 
• 2007 collateral
• Award ceremony CD-ROM
• Customized radon brochure

Contact me at:
Kristin Marstiller

National Safety Council
marstilk@nsc.org

202/293-2270 ext 469
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Radon Professionals Saving Lives

Peter Hendrick
American Association of Radon 

Scientists and Technologists
603-756-9259

director@aarst.org
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An Opportunity To Tell Radon’s Story
• Radon Professionals  - We want you!
• You are a Key Resource
• Become Involved
• Start Thinking About Other Stakeholders 
• Invite them to Join You
• Plan Events Now!
• Share the Story
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An Opportunity To Tell Radon’s Story
Goals for the professional community

– 20 AARST events nationwide
– Resource for factual information
– Assist Local, State and Federal Officials
– Work with Partnering NGOs
– Contact your local Leaders
– Provide resources to the Media and Public
– Relay Media Inquires to Key Scientists and Radon Speakers 

Bureau
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AARST Resources
• AARST Chapter Events in 16 States

• Links to Communication Resources

• NRAM Resource updates November through January –
through weekly AARST e-grams to 2,000 radon 
professionals
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National Radon Action Month Communications
• AARST - NRAM Press Releases

– Ongoing to the Media
– Ongoing to the Professionals

• Two Speakers Bureaus
– NEHA-NRPP
– AARST Key Scientists and First Person Referrals
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Be on the NRAM Team All Year
• Begin 2008 with the NRAM Events
• Continue All Year
• Chapters and AARST professionals can partner all year 

with:
– The National Safety Council
– ACS “Relay for Life - Team Radon” Events
– The American Lung Association
– Your local and state radon programs

• Contact: director@aarst.org
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Polling Question
Which of these actions will you take for National Radon Action Month?

1. Check out the National Radon Action Month Event Planning Kit, Web site, 
Webinars, E-newsletter, etc. to explore ideas, approaches, partners, 
resources for a variety of activities and events.

2. Work with local AARST Chapter to conduct an activity or event, e.g., conduct 
radon test or mitigation demonstration, access AARST Speakers Bureau.

3. Promote the Radon Poster Contest, e.g., encourage your local school to 
participate in the Contest and hold a state/local award ceremony.

4. Work with local media to cover your activity or event.

5. Post your activity or event on EPA’s National Radon Action Month Web site.
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Wrap-up

• Questions and Answers

• Bring your National Radon Action Month topics to the 
National Radon Meeting for discussion during the 
Wednesday afternoon “Open Space” session

• Stay tuned for a notice about the October National Radon 
Action Month Webinar featuring state radon programs and 
their partner organizations
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