Presented below are water quality standards that are in effect for Clean
Water Act purposes.

EPA is posting these standards as a convenience to users and has made
a reasonable effort to assure their accuracy. Additionally, EPA has made
a reasonable effort to identify parts of the standards that are not
approved, disapproved, or are otherwise not in effect for Clean Water

Act purposes.



February 13, 2025

Water Quality Standards for Surface Waters of the State of Washington

Effective December 20, 2024

The following provisions are in effect for Clean Water Act Purposes with several exceptions.

EPA disapproved the following:

WAC 173-201A-200(1)(c)(i) Allowable human contribution to natural conditions provisions for
aquatic life temperature (fresh water)

WAC 173-201A-200(1)(c)(vii)(C): Fresh water temperature guidelines

WAC 173-201A-200(1)(d)(i): Allowable human contribution to natural conditions provisions for
aquatic life dissolved oxygen (fresh water)

WAC 173-201A-210(1)(c)(i): Allowable human contribution to natural conditions provisions for
aquatic life temperature (marine water)

WAC 173-201A-210(1)(c)(v)(C): Marine water temperature guidelines

WAC 173-201A-210(1)(d)(i): Allowable human contribution to natural conditions provisions for
aquatic life dissolved oxygen (marine water)

WAC 173-201A-210(2)(b)(i): Shellfish harvesting bacteria criteria (unconditional shellfish
harvest)

WAC 173-201A-240(3): Narrative language

WAC 173-201A-260(1)(a): Natural and irreversible human conditions

WAC 173-201A-410(3): Short Term Modifications

WAC 173-201A-420(5)(a): Part of the variance provision

EPA has not taken action on the following:

WAC 173-201A-020: definitions for the following:
o Intragravel dissolved oxygen
o Migration for naturally limited waters
O Spatial median
o Salmonid spawning, rearing, and migration for naturally limited waters
WAC 173-201A-200(1)(d): The following added text is not in effect for CWA purposes:
o “”..or percent oxygen saturation.”
0 “Compliance may be demonstrated through either the water column or intragravel
criteria in Table 200(1)(d).”
Table 200(1)(d): The revised Table 200(1)(d) is not currently in effect for CWA purposes. Criteria
currently in effect are as follows:
o Lowest 1-Day Minimum:
=  Char Spawning and Rearing: 9.5 mg/L
= Core Summer Salmonid Habitat: 9.5 mg/L
= Salmonid Spawning, Rearing, and Migration: 8.0 mg/L
= Salmonid Rearing and Migration Only: 6.5 mg/L
= Non-anadromous Interior Redband Trout: 8.0 mg/L
= Indigenous Warm Water Species: 6.5 mg/
WAC 173-201A-200(1)(h): The following added text is not in effect for CWA purposes:



“(h) Aquatic life fine sediment criteria. The following narrative criteria apply to all
existing and designated uses for fresh water:

(i) Water bodies shall not contain excess fine sediment (<2 mm) from human-caused
sources that impair designated uses.

(ii) When reference values are used to demonstrate compliance with the fine sediment
criteria, measured conditions shall be compared to those from reference sites or
regional data that represent least disturbed site conditions of a comparable water body
or ecoregion. Reference locations should be comparable in hydrography, geology,
ecology, and habitat to that of the water body evaluated.”

WAC 173-201A-240(5): The following added text is not in effect for CWA purposes:

O

“...tissue-based aquatic life criteria for selenium, perfluorooctane sulfonic acid (PFOS),
and perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) which are mg/kg,...”

WAC 173-201A-240(5)(b), Table 240: Amendments to aquatic life criteria and associated
footnotes. Refer to the separate Table 240 on the repository website for aquatic life
criteria currently in effect for CWA purposes.

WAC 173-201A-440(9): The following added text is not in effect for CWA purposes:

O

“Any designated uses established through the UAA process are included in WAC 173-
201A-602 and 173-201A-612.”

Table 602: EPA has not acted on the addition of the following segments or associated footnotes
in Table 602: WRIA 47 - Chelan:

O

Chelan River: Downstream from the Lake Chelan Dam outlet (latitude 47.8338,
longitude -120-0112) to the fish passage barrier at the end of the canyon (latitude
47.8117, longitude -199.9848)

Cheland River; From the fish passage barrier at the end of the canyon (latitude 47.8117,
longitude -119.9848) to the confluence with the Columbia River (latitude 47.8044,
longitude -119.9842)















EPA has not acted on the definition for
intragravel dissolved oxygen in WAC
173-201A-020.



 
 

 
 
EPA has not acted on the definition for intragravel dissolved oxygen in WAC 173-201A-020.


EPA has
not acted
on the
definition
for
migration
for
naturally
limited
waters in
WAC
173-201A-
020.



 
 

 
 
EPA has not acted on the definition for migration for naturally limited waters in WAC 173-201A-020.


EPA has
not acted
on the
definition
for spatial
median in
WAC
173-201A-
020.

EPA has
not acted
on the
definition
for
salmonid
spawning,
rearing,
and
migration
for
naturally
limited
waters in
WAC
173-201A-
020.



 
 

 
 
EPA has not acted on the definition for spatial median in WAC 173-201A-020.

 
 

 
 
EPA has not acted on the definition for salmonid spawning, rearing, and migration for naturally limited waters in WAC 173-201A-020.








EPA disapproved the
allowable human
contribution to national
conditions provisions for
aquatic life temperature in
fresh water at WAC
173-201A-200(1)(c)(1).



 
 

 
 
EPA disapproved the allowable human contribution to national conditions provisions for aquatic life temperature in fresh water at WAC 173-201A-200(1)(c)(1).


EPA disapproved the freshwater
temperature guidelines for fresh
water at WAC 173-201A-200(1)(c)
(vii)(C).

EPA has
not acted
on the text
in strikeout
in WAC
- 173-201A-

200(1)(d).

EPA has not acted on the text in strikeout
in Table 200(1)(d). Criteria currently in
effect are as follows:

Lowest 1-Day Minimum

Char Spawning and Rearing: 9.5 mg/L
Core Summer Salmonid Habitat: 9.5 mg/L
Salmonid Spawning, Rearing, and

Migration: 8.0 mg/L
Salmonid Rearing and Migration Only: 6.5

mg/L
Non-anadromous Interior Redband Trout:

8.0 mg/L
Indigenous Warm Water Species: 6.5 mg/L

EPA disapproved the allowable human contribution to
national conditions provisions for aquatic life dissolved
oxygen in fresh water at WAC 173-201A-200(1)(d)(1).



 
 

 
 
EPA disapproved the freshwater temperature guidelines for fresh water at WAC 173-201A-200(1)(c)(vii)(C).

 
 

 
 
EPA disapproved the allowable human contribution to national conditions provisions for aquatic life dissolved oxygen in fresh water at WAC 173-201A-200(1)(d)(1).

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
EPA has not acted on the text in strikeout in WAC 173-201A-200(1)(d).

 
 
EPA has not acted on the text in strikeout in Table 200(1)(d). Criteria currently in effect are as follows: 

Lowest 1-Day Minimum
Char Spawning and Rearing: 9.5 mg/L
Core Summer Salmonid Habitat: 9.5 mg/L
Salmonid Spawning, Rearing, and Migration: 8.0 mg/L
Salmonid Rearing and Migration Only: 6.5 mg/L
Non-anadromous Interior Redband Trout: 8.0 mg/L
Indigenous Warm Water Species: 6.5 mg/L

 
 

 
 


EPA disapproved the allowable human contribution to
national conditions provisions for aquatic life dissolved
oxygen in fresh water at WAC 173-201A-200(1)(d)(1).



 
 

 
 
EPA disapproved the allowable human contribution to national conditions provisions for aquatic life dissolved oxygen in fresh water at WAC 173-201A-200(1)(d)(1).








EPA has not acted on the
text in strikeout in WAC
173-201A-200(1)(h).



 
 
EPA has not acted on the text in strikeout in WAC 173-201A-200(1)(h).

 
 








EPA disapproved the
allowable human
contribution to national
conditions provisions for
aquatic life temperature in
marine water at WAC
173-201A-210(1)(c)(1).

EPA disapproved the freshwater
temperature guidelines for
marine water at WAC
173-201A-210(1)(c)(v)(C).



 
 

 
 
EPA disapproved the allowable human contribution to national conditions provisions for aquatic life temperature in marine water at WAC 173-201A-210(1)(c)(1).

 
 

 
 
EPA disapproved the freshwater temperature guidelines for marine water at WAC 173-201A-210(1)(c)(v)(C).


EPA disapproved the
allowable human contribution
to national conditions
provisions for aquatic life
dissolved oxygen in marine
water at WAC
173-201A-210(1)(d)(1).



 
 

 
 
EPA disapproved the allowable human contribution to national conditions provisions for aquatic life dissolved oxygen in marine water at WAC 173-201A-210(1)(d)(1).





EPA disapproved the shellfish
harvesting bacteria criteria
provision at WAC
173-201A-210(2)(b)(i).



 
 
EPA disapproved the shellfish harvesting bacteria criteria provision at WAC 173-201A-210(2)(b)(i).

 
 











EPA disapproved language at
WAC 173-201-240(3).

EPA has
not acted
on the text
in strikeout
in WAC
173-201A-
240(5).



 
 

 
 
EPA disapproved language at WAC 173-201-240(3).

 
 

 
 
EPA has not acted on the text in strikeout in WAC 173-201A-240(5).


EPA has deferred action on amended
aquatic life criteria in Table 240.
Please see the Table 240 on the
repository website for standards
currently in effect.



 
 
EPA has deferred action on amended  aquatic life criteria in Table 240. Please see the Table 240 on the repository website for standards currently in effect. 

 
 

 
 


EPA has deferred action on amended
aquatic life criteria in Table 240.
Please see the Table 240 on the
repository website for standards
currently in effect.



 
 

 
 

 
 
EPA has deferred action on amended  aquatic life criteria in Table 240. Please see the Table 240 on the repository website for standards currently in effect. 


EPA has deferred action on amended
aquatic life criteria in Table 240.
Please see the Table 240 on the
repository website for standards
currently in effect.



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
EPA has deferred action on amended  aquatic life criteria in Table 240. Please see the Table 240 on the repository website for standards currently in effect. 


EPA has deferred action on amended
aquatic life criteria in Table 240.
Please see the Table 240 on the
repository website for standards
currently in effect.



 
 
EPA has deferred action on amended  aquatic life criteria in Table 240. Please see the Table 240 on the repository website for standards currently in effect. 

 
 

 
 


EPA has deferred action on amended
aquatic life criteria in Table 240 and
associated footnotes. Please see the
Table 240 on the repository website
for standards currently in effect.



 
 
EPA has deferred action on amended  aquatic life criteria in Table 240 and associated footnotes. Please see the Table 240 on the repository website for standards currently in effect. 

 
 

 
 

 
 


EPA has deferred action on amended
aquatic life criteria in Table 240 and
associated footnotes. Please see the
Table 240 on the repository website
for standards currently in effect.
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EPA has deferred action on amended  aquatic life criteria in Table 240 and associated footnotes. Please see the Table 240 on the repository website for standards currently in effect. 


EPA has deferred action on amended
aquatic life criteria in Table 240 and
associated footnotes. Please see the
Table 240 on the repository website
for standards currently in effect.



 
 

 
 
EPA has deferred action on amended  aquatic life criteria in Table 240 and associated footnotes. Please see the Table 240 on the repository website for standards currently in effect. 


EPA disapproved the natural conditions narrative
provision at WAC 173-201A-260(1)(a).



 
 

 
 
EPA disapproved the natural conditions narrative provision at WAC 173-201A-260(1)(a).






































EPA disapproved the short
term modifications provision
at WAC 173-201A-410(3).



 
 

 
 
EPA disapproved the short term modifications provision at WAC 173-201A-410(3).





EPA disapproved the
variance provision at WAC
173-201A-420(5)(a).



 
 
EPA disapproved the variance provision at WAC 173-201A-420(5)(a).

 
 








EPA has
not acted
on the text
in strikeout
in WAC
173-201A-
440(9).



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
EPA has not acted on the text in strikeout in WAC 173-201A-440(9).
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EPA has not acted on the addition of Chelan
River designated uses in Table 602: WRIA 47 -
Chelan.



 
 

 
 
EPA has not acted on the addition of Chelan River designated uses in Table 602: WRIA 47 - Chelan. 
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