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LA River= 
51 miles 
102 miles of riverfront 
5 million people 
6 US Congressional districts 
8 State Senate districts 
9 Assembly districts  
5 County Supervisor districts 



 
LA River = 51 miles 
Basin/watershed = 870 sq. mi. 
Within the City of LA, the  
LA River Corridor is Home to: 
 

More than 1 million people 
 
More than 390,000 housing units 
 
More than 480,000 workers 
 
More than 35,000 businesses 
 
More than 80 schools 

 



A significant portion of the LA  
River falls within the “Epicenter  
of Cancer Risk” in terms of air  
toxics. 
Sour ce: Hidden Hazards: A Call to Action for 
Healthy, Li vable Communities, Los Angeles 
Colla borative for Environmental Health and 
Justi ce, Liberty Hill Foundation, 2010 



The LA River flows through  
many low-income communities  
of color that lack access to  
parks. 

 
 Source: The City Project, www.cityprojectca.org 

 
 



The LA River flows through  
many communities with high  
incidences of childhood obesity. 

 
 

 
Sour ce: The City Project, www.cityprojectca.org 



 
LA River = 51 miles 
City of LA = First 32 miles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
City’s Plan = www.lariver.org 
Focus = 240+ multi-benefit projects 
 

 

2007 



Connecting Río de LA State Park to the River 



Connecting Río de LA State Park to the River 



LA State Historic Park/Cornfields: 
Connecting to the River Under the Rail 



LA State Historic Park/Cornfields: 
Connecting to the River Under the Rail 

(After) 
Conceptual image from the City of LA’s 2007 LA River Revitalization Master Plan 

Elysian Park/Hills 

LA State Historic Park 



Bringing Nature Back to the Post-Industrial Landscape 



Bringing Nature Back to the Post-Industrial Landscape 



 

http://lariverexpeditions.org/ 

www.lariverkayaks.com 



City’s 2007 LA River Revitalization Master Plan 
www.lariver.org 

Mayor’s Performance Measure:  
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www.mylariver.org 



 

www.folar.org 



Source: The Piggyback Yard Conceptual Master Plan  (2010) 



Carol Armstrong 
Director 

LA River Project Office 
Department of Public Works 

Bureau of Engineering 
CITY OF LOS ANGELES  The Trust for Public Land: Aliso Creek Confluence Park/Reseda River Loop

Valley 
Narrows 

Downtown 



CITY OF LOS ANGELES  LA Conservation Corps: LA River Veteran Tribute Park 

Valley 
Narrows 

Downtown 



Carol Armstrong 
Director 

LA River Project Office 
Department of Public Works 

Bureau of Engineering 
CITY OF LOS ANGELES  FoLAR and North East Trees: Sennett Creek Restoration

Valley 
Narrows 

Downtown 



US Army Corps of Engineers 
ARBOR Study = 11 miles 

cosystem 
ation 

Focus = E
restor

2014 



 The US Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) LA River 

Ecosystem Restoration 
Feasibility Study 

 

USACE 
Study Area 

• Started in 2006

City is local cost-share partner

Total cost is approx. $11 million

Study covers 11 miles

Mission is ecosystem restoration

Project will be cost-shared (%
must be determined)

Federal funding to be
appropriated in phases over many
years

FoLAR (local NGO) donated
almost $1 million in 2012

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



USACE LA River Study: WHY THIS AREA? 

•City recommended entire 32 miles within its boundary 
•USACE saw greatest ecosystem potential in 11-mile “soft-bottomed” area 
•Includes existing riparian habitat 
•Includes 2 major tributary confluences w/ potential connections to existing SEAs  
•Includes 3 large State park sites 
•Includes large adjacent open spaces in single ownership 



Room for the LA River? 
 

Verdugo Wash Confluence with the LA River 

LA RIVER ECOSYSTEM 
RESTORATION 



Draft Concept from USACE Study in 2013 

Verdugo Wash Confluence with the LA River 

LA RIVER ECOSYSTEM 
RESTORATION 



Room for the LA River? 
 

LA RIVER ECOSYSTEM 
RESTORATION 

LA River at Taylor Yard 
 

Río de LA 
State Park 

Taylor Yard 
G-2 Parcel 

(City of LA  
negotiating to  

acquire) 



Room for the LA River? 
 

LA RIVER ECOSYSTEM 
RESTORATION 

LA River at Taylor Yard 
Dr aft Concept from USACE Study in 2013 



Room for the LA River? 
 

LA River at the Cornfields/LA State Historic Park 
 

LA RIVER ECOSYSTEM 
RESTORATION 



LA RIVER ECOSYSTEM 
RESTORATION 

LA River at the Cornfields/LA State Historic Park 
 Draft Concept from USACE Study in 2013 



 

www.slaros.org 

www.mylariver.org 

thevillagegardeners.org www.lariverexpeditions.org 

LA River Identity 
 

LA River Artists and Business Association 

www.laraba.org 

la-bike.org 



 



Key Areas in City’s River Plan (2007) 
River Glen/ 

Verdugo Wash 

Taylor Yard/ 
Arroyo Seco 

Chinatown/Cornfield 
& Piggyback/Mission Yard 

Downtown Industrial 



US Army Corps of Engineers 
BUILDING STRONG® 
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  Alt. 20: Chosen Project:  
  LA RIVER ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION FEASIBILITY “ARBOR” STUDY 

Riparian Integration via Varied Ecological Reintroduction (RIVER)  
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http://playthelariver.com/ 





Thank You. 
Carol Armstrong, Director 

Mayor Eric Garcetti’s LARiverWorks Team 
 

Carol.Armstrong@lacity.org 
(213) 978-2173 
www.lamayor.org 
www.lariver.org 
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