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Greetings:

I wish to join Louisiana residents, workers and families in their call for a safer
alternative to open burning
of hazardous wastes at Camp Minden.

The United states Environmental Protection Agency SHOULD NOT OPEN BURN 15 million

gounds of abandoned M6 propellants at Camp Minden, Louisiana. By definition, open
urning has no emissions controls and will result

in the uncontrolled release of toxic emissions and respirable particulates to the

environment. M6 contains approximately 10 percent dinitrotoluene (DNT) which is

classified as a probable human carcinogen.

concerns for the potential human health risk created by open burning/open detonation
as well as for environmental impacts on the air, soil, and water have required the
military to identify and develop alternatives to open burning/open detonation
treatment. Moreover, as the united states Environmental Protection Agency’s plan
provides for the safe handling and transport to an open burning area, these wastes
could be similarly moved to an alternative treatment facility or system.

while I certainly support the United States Environmental Protection Agency's
initiative to regu1re the united States Army to clean up and dispose of these
improperly stored explosive wastes, I do NOT support open burning

as a remedy given the inherent and avoidable risEs to human health and the
environment.

Respectfully,
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vitter, Louisiana Members Question EPA on Camp Minden Explosives

Monday, January 12, 2015

(washington, D.C.) — U.S. Senator David vitter (R-La.) today joined members of the
Louisiana Congressional delegation in writing to the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ) regarding their
decision to use an open-burn process to remove explosives at Camp Minden in Minden,
Louisiana. The Members of Congress are concerned about whether the open-burn process
will pose safety threats to Louisianians. [OF COURSE IT WOULD -- A BETTER WAY
HAS TO BE FOUND. -- JEG]
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