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Cynthia Giles, Assistant Administrator giles -aa.cynthi a@epa .gov 
united States Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington oc 20460 

Greetings : 

I wi sh to j oin Loui siana res i dents , wo rke rs and fami l i es i n thei r call for a safer 
alternative to open burni ng 
of hazardous wastes at camp Mi nden. 

The Uni ted States Envi ronmental Protection A9ency SHOULD NOT OPEN BURN 15 mill i on 
pounds of abandoned M6 propell ants at camp Minden, Loui siana. By def ini t ion, open 
bur ni ng has no emissi ons controls and wi ll resul t 
in t he uncontroll ed rel ease of toxi c emi ssions and respi rabl e pa rti cul ates to t he 
environment . M6 contains approximately 10 percent dinit rotoluene ( ONT) whi ch i s 
cl a ssi fied as a probabl e human carcinogen. 

concerns for t he potenti al human health risk created by open burni ng/open detonati on 
as well as for envi ronmental impacts on t he ai r , soi l , and water have required the 
mili t ary to identi fy and develop al te rnatives to open burning/open detonation 
treatment. Moreover, as the United states Environment al Protection Agency' s pl an 
provides for t he safe handl i ng and transport to an open burning a rea, these wast es 
could be s imil arl y moved to an a l ternative t reatment f acil i t y or sys t em. 

whi le I certainly support the united States Envi ronmental Protect i on Agency' s 
initiat ive to require the united states Army to clean up and dispose of these 
improperly stored explosive wastes, I do NOT support open burning 
as a remedy given the inherent and avoidable r isks to human health and the 
envi ronment . 

Respect fu ll y, 

223 

Vitter , Loui s i ana Membe rs Questi on EPA on Camp Mi nden Expl os i ves 
Monday , January 12 , 2015 
(Washington, o .c.) - u. s . senator David Vi t ter (R- La . ) today joined member s of t he 
Loui s i ana con9ressional del egation i n writing t o t he Envi ronmental Protect ion Agency 
(EPA) and Loui siana Department of Environment al Qual i t y (LDEQ) rega rding t heir 
deci s ion to use an open- burn process to remove expl osives at camp Minden in Minden, 
Loui s i a na . The Members of congress are conce rned about whether t he open-bu rn process 
wi ll pose safet y threats to Loui s ianians. [OF COURSE I T WOULD -- A BETTER WAY 
HAS TO BE FOUND. -- J EG] 
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