Thornton, Marisa

From: Thornton, Marisa on behalf of Collections.SubW

Sent: Friday, December 19, 2014 7:59 AM

To: Thornton, Marisa

Subject: Fw: Transcripts

Attachments: SupbartWHearing-Transcript-9-4-2014-Session.pdf; SupbartWHearing-

Transcript-9-3-2014-Session.pdf

From: Rosnick, Reid

Sent: Wednesday, November 26, 2014 7:10 AM
To: Collections.SubW

Subject: FW: Transcripts

From: Nesky, Anthony

Sent: Wednesday, November 05, 2014 2:31 PM
To: Rosnick, Reid

Subject: FW: Transcripts

Here you go!

Tony Nesky

Center for Radiation Information and Outreach
Tel: 202-343-9597

nesky.tony@epa.gov

From: Nesky, Anthony

Sent: Thursday, October 30, 2014 9:07 AM
To: Rosnick, Reid

Subject: RE: Transcripts

| got the last one yesterday, and uploaded them into the Docket. They are attached. I’'m teleworking this morning, out
this PM. My phone number is 703-329-6272.

Tony Nesky

Center for Radiation Information and Outreach
Tel: 202-343-9597

nesky.tony@epa.gov

From: Rosnick, Reid
Sent: Thursday, October 30, 2014 7:10 AM
To: Nesky, Anthony
Subject: Transcripts

HI Tony,



When do you expect the final transcripts from the Subpart W hearings? Thanks

Reid

Reid J. Rosnick

US Environmental Protection Agency
Radiation Protection Division
202.343.9563

rosnick.reid@epa.gov
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PROCEEVDTINGS

MS. SUTIN: So good morning everyone. I
think we are going to get started. My name is
Elyana Sutin, and I am the regional judicial
officer here in EPA Region 8. Thank you all for
coming this morning.

I will be presiding over the hearing
today. And joining me on the panel is Tom Peake
and Dan Schultheisz from the Office of Radiation
and Indoor Air in Headquarters. This hearing is
now in session.

We are here today to listen and receive
your comments on EPA’s proposed revisions to the
National Emission Standards for Radon Emissions
from Operating Mill Tailings, also known as 40
C.F.R. Part 61, Subpart W.

EPA is proposing to revise certain
portions of the standards based on its
determination as to what constitutes general
available control technology or management

practices, also known as GACT, for this area

OLENDER REPORTING, INC.
1100 Connecticut Avenue, NW, #810, Washington, DC 200336
Washington: (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore: (410) 752-3376
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source category.

EPA announced this proposed rule on May
2", 2014. The comment period started on May 2n
and was to end on July 31st, 2014 -- on July 31°%,
2014. On July 21st EPA extended the comment
period to October 29",

In a moment Tom will explain in more
detail what was proposed in that notice. But
before I turn it over to Tom, I’d like to explain
a bit about how the hearing will work today.

There will be two sessions today, one
this morning from 9:00 until noon, and one this
afternoon from 1:00 until 5:00 p.m. here in this
conference room.

Please be sure to have checked in at the
registration desk even if you are not planning to
speak today.

I will call the scheduled speakers to the
chair in front of me and you will -- you will
then speak. Your comments will be transcribed
and included in the record of comments on the

proposed rule.

OLENDER REPORTING, INC.
1100 Connecticut Avenue, NW, #810, Washington, DC 200336
Washington: (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore: (410) 752-3376
Toll Free: (888) 445-3376
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In order to ensure that everyone has the
opportunity to speak, and to ensure fairness,
please limit your testimony to ten minutes. We
will signal to you when you have one minute left
to speak. When one minute has passed I will ask
you to complete your testimony. There is no
pressure to speak the ten minutes. If your
remarks are less than that, please don’t feel
like you have to say more.

With that said, if you have more to say
after your ten minutes and you would like to
speak again with information that is new and
discreet from your previous testimony, and is not
a rebuttal to someone else’s testimony, we are
happy to have you speak again if there is time.
And I believe there will be.

After you finish your testimony, members
of the panel may ask clarifying questions. We
are not here today to answer questions about the
proposed rule. If you have questions about the
process please find one of the EPA

representatives after the hearing.

OLENDER REPORTING, INC.
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If you have written copies of your
testimony or supporting documentation, please
give a copy to our staff at the registration
table. This will be helpful as we prepare the
transcript. If you have additional comments you
would like to make you can submit them in
writing. Comments must be received on or before
October 29 by 5:00 p.m.

Let me assure you that the EPA gives just
as much consideration to written comments as we
do to comments that we receive in public hearing.
Instructions for submitting comments are included
in the fact sheet at the registration table. And
you can pick that up at the table outside of the
door.

Today'’s public hearing is scheduled to
end once the last registered speaker has provided
comments. So if you would like to testify but
have not registered to do so, please sign up at
the registration table outside of the room.

Now I'll turn it over to Dan, who will

summarize the proposed rule -- I’'m sorry, Tom, I

OLENDER REPORTING, INC.
1100 Connecticut Avenue, NW, #810, Washington, DC 200336
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apologize.

MR. PEAKE: Hello. My name is Tom Peake and
I'm the director for the Center for Waste
Management and Regulations in Washington, D.C.
We're in the Radiation Protection Division of the
Office of Air and Radiation.

We are here today to receive your
comments on EPA’s proposed rulemaking for the
revisions to the National Emission Standards for
Radon Emissions, or NESHAPS, from Operating Mill
Tailings, also known as Subpart W.

The proposed revisions would require the
use of generally available control technologies,
or GACT, to limit radon emissions from tailings
at all uranium recovery facilities. Specific
control technologies would be required at
conventional tailings impoundments, evaporation
ponds and heap leach piles.

We are also proposing to add new
definitions to the rule, revise existing
definitions, and clarify that the rule applies to

uranium recovery facilities that extract uranium

OLENDER REPORTING, INC.
1100 Connecticut Avenue, NW, #810, Washington, DC 200336
Washington: (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore: (410) 752-3376
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through the in-situ leach method and the heap
leach method.

Specifically, the EPA is proposing the
following:

We are clearly stating that the standards
apply to all units that contain uranium byproduct
material. These units include, but are not
limited to, conventional tailing impoundments,
evaporation ponds or other nonconventional
impoundments at uranium recovery facilities and
heap leach piles.

We are proposing that all uranium
recovery facilities comply with GACT management
practices, including the use of double liners and
leak detection systems.

The proposed rule would remove the
requirement for monitoring radon, but limit the
amount of byproduct material that can be exposed.

For conventional impoundments, limit
tailings exposure using either phased disposal or
continuous disposal.

For heap leach piles, limit tailings

OLENDER REPORTING, INC.
1100 Connecticut Avenue, NW, #810, Washington, DC 200336
Washington: (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore: (410) 752-3376
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exposure using phased disposal and maintain a 30
percent moisture content in the pile.

For evaporation ponds, require at least
one meter of liquid be constantly maintained in
the pond.

We are proposing to add definitions for
when a uranium recovery facility is in operation
or standby.

Lastly, the proposed rule would require
the owner/operator of a uranium recovery —— a
uranium recovery facility to maintain records
that confirm that impoundments have been
constructed according to the requirements.

In summary, we are here today asking for
your comments on the proposed rule. The comment
period ends on October 29" And we are looking
forward to hearing from you.

Thank you.

MS. SUTIN: Okay. We will get started. Our
first speaker is Scott Bakken. Again, if you
could please spell your name, especially your

last name for the record —- for the court

OLENDER REPORTING, INC.
1100 Connecticut Avenue, NW, #810, Washington, DC 200336
Washington: (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore: (410) 752-3376
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reporter, that would be great.

MR. BAKKEN: Good morning. My name is Scott
Bakken. Last name is spelled B-a-k-k-e-n. I’'m
an environmental manager with Energy Fuels. Our
company 1s currently America’s largest
conventional uranium producer, supplying
approximately 25 percent of the uranium produced
in the U.S. in 2013.

The focus of my comments today are on the
applicability of the proposed revisions to
nonconventional fluid retention impoundments
located at in-situ leach or ISL uranium recovery
facilities. These nonconventional impoundments,
commonly referred to as holding ponds, storage
ponds or evaporation ponds, are used to store
and/or treat liquid effluents during the
wastewater disposal process at facilities
regulated by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission and/or NRC Agreement States.

It is Energy Fuels’ position that
regulation of radon emissions from

nonconventional fluid retention impoundments by

OLENDER REPORTING, INC.
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the EPA is unnecessary. The administrative
records in Subparts T and W, as well as the EPA’s
Method 115 rationale and procedures strongly
suggest that radon emissions from nonconventional
impoundments are low, 1f not negligible, pose
little risk to public health and the environment.
And, thus, do not warrant the application of
standards to control radon.

Given that the NRC and Agreement States
already have robust standards in place, the
proposed revisions to Subpart W would result in
dual regulation while providing little to no
additional benefit to public health or the
environment beyond what is already in place under
the Atomic Energy Act.

Energy Fuels believes that the “one-size
fits all” approach to nonconventional
impoundments is not appropriate, and that any
standards imposed on ISL facilities should be
appropriate for the nature, scale and relevant
risk associated with wvarious impoundments.

Based on review of the proposed revisions

OLENDER REPORTING, INC.
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and supporting documents, it is Energy Fuels’
opinion that the “base case” and other
assumptions used to evaluate impacts to ISL
facilities is not necessarily representative in
terms of the number, size and type of various
impoundments in place at current and planned ISL
facilities.

The result is that the proposed revisions
may result in much greater costs or operational
impacts than those evaluated, including costs
above and beyond what was required to license
them under the NRC, contrary to what is stated in
the proposed revisions.

Energy Fuels questions the methodology
implied by the EPA in regards to radon
attenuation and control attributed to the
proposed control measure of maintaining one meter
of water in nonconventional impoundments. In the
proposed revision the EPA states:

“The benefit incurred by this requirement
is that significantly less radon will be released

to the atmosphere. The amount varies from

OLENDER REPORTING, INC.
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facility to facility based on the size of the
nonconventional impoundment, but across existing
facilities radon can be expected to be reduced by
approximately 24,600 curies, a decline of
approximately 93 percent.”

It is perplexing as to how a 93 percent
decline was attributed to this control measure.
In Table 46 of the background information
document, for example, a radon attenuation factor
of 0.07, that is a 93 percent reduction was
applied to the calculated maximum radon release
of 36,500 curies per year from an operating ISL
facility.

As described in section 4.4 of the
background document, this calculation was based
on either theoretical or actual release values
and as such should be representative of radon
releases for both processing facilities and
impoundments.

Further, considering that the EPA has
acknowledged that radon release from

nonconventional impoundments is small, that is

OLENDER REPORTING, INC.
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less than 1 percent of the facility total radon
release, it is assumed that —-- it is assumed that
the majority of this calculated radon release was
associated with processing facilities, not the
impoundments.

Assuming that the 36,500 curies per year
radon release for the aforementioned ISL facility
is from both processing facilities and
impoundments, and that even 1 percent of this
amount is attributed to impoundments, the annual
radon release associated with the impoundments
would be 365 curies.

Based on this analysis, a 93 percent
reduction in radon release attributed to
maintaining 1 meter of water in impoundments
would only result in a maximum facility wide
reduction of approximately 340 curies per year,
not the 33,100 curies per year that is presented
in Table 46 of the background document.

This represents a radon release reduction
of less than 1 percent for the overall facility

versus a decline of approximately 93 percent, as
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stated by EPA in the proposed revision.

Clearly, an incremental reduction in
“almost nothing” is still “almost nothing”.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

MS. SUTIN: Thank you.

MR. PEAKE: You said that the base case
analyzed by EPA wasn't representative.

MR. BAKKEN: That's correct.

MR. PEAKE: 1In your comments, will you be
providing information or data that you think is
more representative?

If you say that what we have isn’t
representative, will you be explaining why that
is not the case and have other information?

MR. BAKKEN: Yes, we will, in our written
comments we will provide more detail.

MR. PEAKE: And will that include data or
just calculations or —-—

MR. BAKKEN: It will include data in terms of
the variety of wastewater treatment and disposal
systems that are in place at ISL facilities, that

range from, for example, small holding ponds,
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storage ponds located at facilities. Also you
utilize deep disposal well injection for disposal
of wastewater. It would include nonconventional
impoundments that may be used to store water
prior to disposal via land application and
conventional evaporation ponds that are located
at ISL facilities.

MR. PEAKE: Okay. Thank you.

MR. BAKKEN: You're welcome.

MS. SUTIN: Thank you.

Next i1f we could have Sarah Fields?

MS. FIELDS: Thank you. My name is Sarah
Fields, S—-a-r—-a-h, F-i-e-1l-d-s. I’m with Uranium
Watch in Moab, Utah. Thank you for the second —-
or fourth, I think, opportunity to speak.

I want to say just a little something
about your nonconventional impoundments that the
previous speaker talked about, the
nonconventional impoundments at ISL facilities.
However, under the proposed regulations your
nonconventional liquid impoundments would also

include those liquid impoundments at conventional

OLENDER REPORTING, INC.
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mills. They're currently at the White Mesa Mill.
You have a Cell 1 and a Cell 4B that are just
receiving liquids. So they would be currently
considered nonconventional impoundments.

And based on EPA's calculations as to the
amount of radon emissions per picocuries per
liter of radium, Cell 1 is releasing 228.9
picocuries per meter squared per second at
this —— for 2013. And Cell 4B would be 102.2
picocuries per meter squared per second.

You also have liquid impoundments on top
of Cell 3. And Cell 4A is also mostly ligquid at
this time. And Cell 3, 573.3 picocuries per
meter squared per second, and Cell 4A, 110.6
picocuries per meter squared per second.

So these liquid impoundments, based on
Energy Fuels’ data regarding the amount of radium
in these liquid impoundments, and EPA's
determination as to the emissions per —-- based on
the amount of the radium in these liquid
impoundments, these are not negligible emissions.

So you can’t lump all nonconventional

OLENDER REPORTING, INC.
1100 Connecticut Avenue, NW, #810, Washington, DC 200336
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impoundments together.

If there's a determination that the
nonconventional impoundments at ISL do have
minimal emissions, first you'd have to look at
the radium content, you'd have to look at actual
data and put those data into a formula, into a
model, and use a little bit of math and figure
that out. Unfortunately, that really wasn't
done.

Now I'd 1like to a little bit about
what —- these new impoundments. Now, my
assumption is you’re not going to be able to
remove the emissions standard for existing

impoundments because you don't have a factual

basis for that. Your factual basis doesn’t hold
water. So we have to look at the new
impoundments.

There are two new impoundments at
conventional mills since 1989. Those are cells
47 and 4B at White Mesa. They are approximately
40 acres. 4B is now just being used for liquids,

but eventually it will receive the solid tailings
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slurry.

You don’t have a —-- any radon emissions
standard. And I think that’s a grave error. I
think you need —- and one of the reasons is that
you don’t —- your requirements for a double lined
impoundment and the forty acres really does
little to stop —— to stop the emission of radon.
You’re just assuming that throughout the whole
life of that impoundment that everything will be
okay.

In the Federal Register Notice, they talk
about the use of soil and water to attenuate the
radon for these impoundments, but there is no
requirement for —-— in the proposed rule for the
use of soil or the use of water to attenuate the
radon throughout the life.

Let’s just assume we’re talking about
Cell 4A. So now assume gradually over the years
it will get filled up. And at some point it will
have —- they will stop putting liquid in the
impoundment. And through either a natural

process or active dewatering, that will start to
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dry out.

Well, if that were an existing
impoundment with radon monitoring, and the
requirement to keep it under 20 picocuries, the
licensee would start covering it with soil as it
started to dry out. But under your current
regulations there's no requirement to start
covering it with soil.

And that impoundment might sit there for
decades uncovered, without an interim cover,
emitting radon. The licensee doesn’t intend to
put a permanent radon barrier on any of those
impoundments until the closure -- until at least
47 and 4B have been —-- have ceased operation and
are ready for the final radon barrier. But you
can’t put a final radon barrier on until it has
dried to a certain point because the impoundment
has to settle.

So there are two reasons to dry it out.
One is to reduce the heads so there will be no
more leakage. And that’s why they accelerated

the process for drying out Cell 2, because that
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was done under their groundwater discharge
permit, not their radiocactive license —— I
mean, that requirement to accelerate the
dewatering.

So what you would have at Cell 4A is an
impoundment that's drying out. There's no

requirement to monitor the radon, there's no

requirement to keep —-- put a soil cover on after
it —— once the liquids on the top or —-- and the
liquids in —- within the cell are eliminated.

And that’s the situation.

But it seems like the EPA doesn't really
have a very good concept of what exactly happens
at a tailings impoundment. It’s certainly not
reflected in the Federal Register Notice.

And another thing about the available
technology, one of the available technologies
that is currently being used and relied upon to
reduce the amount of radon emissions at
conventional mills is measuring and monitoring
the radon emissions. And then if the radon

emissions are above the standard, taking
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corrective actions to reduce emissions —-- the
emissions.

But if you have no requirement for
monitoring, you have no knowledge of what exactly
is going on at a tailings impoundment, what —-- so
that no action can be taken because nobody knows
what's going on.

And that's what you’re asking us to
believe is an adequate means of controlling
radon. It's like —-- it’s a little bit bizarre in
my mind that you would think that -—-

MS. SUTIN: One minute, Ms. Fields.

MS. FIELDS: —-—- not knowing is the best
approach to controlling the radon emissions. Not
knowing what the emissions are, not having any
requirement to take corrective actions to reduce
the emissions is the best way to regulate the
conventional tailings impoundment. I find that
really ridiculous.

Thank you.

MS. SUTIN: Thank you, Ms. Fields.

Next if we could have Travis Stills?
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MR. STILLS: Do I need to hold the mic or —-

MS. SUTIN: Yes, so folks in the audience can
hear.

MR. STILLS: I didn’t know if which -- and
now that I hear the echo, it’s even more fun.

Good morning. My name is Travis Stills.
I'm an attorney with Energy and Conservation Law.
And today I’'m here with the Plaintiffs who
brought the lawsuit that compelled this
rulemaking, including Colorado Citizens Against
Toxic Waste.

You know, the key issue that we'’re
dealing with is in the rulemaking we’re writing
new law responding to a real problem in the world
as far as what should be done to reduce radon
emissions associated with uranium processing.

I think you have heard quite a bit from
the public about the inadequacies of the —-- both
the NRC regqulations and the Clean Air Act
regulations that apply, that have resulted in
emissions far beyond the 20 picocuries that were

adopted in ’'89, far beyond the 10 picocuries that
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really should have been adopted as the numeric
standard in 1989.

But let me back up and welcome you to
Denver and to Colorado. I appreciate that you're
here, that folks have come from Washington.

Unfortunately, and I won’t dwell on this,
you have basically come to the industry's
headquarters. I know EPA has a regional office
here as well. But it’s well known that Denver is
the headquarters for the industry. And you have
seen that reflected in the attendance here.

I'll renew and reiterate the request of
many groups, community groups, Native American
tribes, who have asked that the folks from D.C.,
you know, get away from the lobbyists, the
consultants, the abstract models, and come out on
the ground and talk to people, who you'wve heard a
couple, and will hear a couple here, who probably
know these sites better than the operators
themselves.

You hear a lot of, you know, measurement

in a bucket to simulate what a uranium mill does
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and what the tailing cells do. Come out and
actually take some measurements and talk to
people, find out the real impacts on the ground.

And like I said, I understand that the
folks here are not the ones to mete this
criticism out to, but please take that back to
Washington and let folks know that there’s a lot
of good folks with a lot of good information that
you would very much benefit in this rulemaking if
you went to the sites and you went to the
affected communities.

As a matter of environmental Jjustice, I
think the EPA’s own policies compel that.

So again, this is a Clean Air Act rulemaking.
There is no serious question that EPA has
authority to regulate hazardous air pollution,
and in particular, radon from uranium processing.

The National Mining Association, who
meets regularly with the EPA and NRC, and are
perhaps in this room but -- you know, they
floated these arguments over and over and over

again. And note that their arguments are based
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on staff memos of NRC who has over the decades
attempted to push EPA out as far as a regulator
when it comes to uranium processing.

The groups that I work with very much
welcome and invite and encourage and depend on
EPA to regulate in this field.

It is the norm, it is not the exception
for multiple laws to apply to a given facility.
Any kind of industry knows that inside or outside
of the energy field.

There is some mention today by Energy
Fuels of deep well injection of some of their
wastes. That is also an EPA program, the Safe
Drinking Water Act -- Safe Drinking Water Act
Underground Injection Control Program. This is
not unique.

The National Mining Association’s one
stop shopping argument has failed, and it should
fail again. And it really should be ignored as a
diversion to the real work at hand. It’s not a
serious argument, it doesn’t have a serious

basis.
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Congress has also rejected that single
regulating approach when adopting UMTRCA, which
is a response, a direct response to an industry
that has failed to operate cleanly, has cost
billions of dollars in taxpayer money on clean
up, and has caused unnecessary deaths and health
impacts due to the failure to follow laws and
to —-—- and based on the aggressive lobbying
against environmental protection laws.

What we're dealing with in this rule is
largely —- although processing facilities, as you
have heard today, 1s also a major source of radon
emission that should be looked at within this
rulemaking ——- and now I have information from
Energy Fuels on the record that says that the
processing facility itself should probably be
regulated because of its contribution to overall
emissions.

But what we're mostly dealing with here
today 1s open air processing and disposal,
whether it’s heap leach or the disposal.

This is dark ages kind of stuff for folks
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who work outside of the uranium industry.
Processing ——- industrial processing in an open
air setting, that’s absurd. I don't know why in
the world that's even still on the table.

What the focus should be in the
rulemaking, where it should really shift the
focus back on the mechanisms that are used in the
Clean Air Act, the mechanisms adopted by Congress
as the policy of the United States to keep it
clean.

You should be looking at numeric limits,
probably more in the 5 picocuries or 4 picocuries
level that was analyzed in the 1986 and 1989
documents. At a -- you know, at a 10 would be
probably too high. It was raised to 20 for
economic reasons. If you want to protect —- be
protective of health, you need to be looking at 5
and 10 numeric limits, actual monitoring, actual
reporting and actual enforcement.

When this lawsuit was brought to bring
this rulemaking, Region 8 didn’t know who

regulated what. We have emails in the court
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record back and forth saying, oh, does it say do
that, oh, I don't know, maybe the EPA does, let’s
find out.

This is an important regulatory field.
And we are happy to help EPA bring it back into
line with the Clean Air Act. And not as far
afield as the National Mining Association is
arguing to take you as far as, you know, you
don’t even have a role here. And that’s —--
that’s just absurd. The EPA has a role. We
welcome it, we depend on it, we look forward to
it.

Control technologies, that’s what the
Clean Air Act 1is about. Open air processing with
some water on it is not a control technology.
Limiting the number and size of open air storage
is not —-— is not control technology.

Our written comments will talk in a
little more detail about the generally available
versus maximum achievable. You know, this is
radon, this is radioactive materials, this is

cancer and this is health effects, not to mention
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the environmental effects that haven’t been
really looked at.

This should be looked at and implemented
under a maximum available control technology.
But unfortunately, as written, there are really
no technologies —-- they're not analyzed in the
rule. I don’t seen anywhere where EPA has taken

a good look, either directly or comparatively,

across technologies. Phased disposal is not a
control technology. It’s dump and wait and clean
up someday in the future. That should be —-- that

should be abolished. It barely squeaked through
in the 80’'s. It is not a 21st century technology.

When it comes to the industry’s financial
capacity, this industry has not been —-- has not
really been viable financially, you know,
probably since the price accords were taken away
in the 1950’s. It depends on open air and open
water dumping.

You know, dumping water underground to
pollute our groundwater, dumping their waste into

the open air, that’s not a —- that’s not a viable
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21st technology.

This industry will not change on its own.
We've seen that in practice at White Mesa, we've
seen it at Cotter, we've seen it at Uravan. This
industry only responds to regulation.

MS. SUTIN: One minute, Mr. Stills.
MR. STILLS: Okay. Thank you.

And to close, what we really need to look
at here is the full life cycle of processing,
creation of tails and wastes —-— I won’t get into
the fake nuances that were put forward as far as
the differences there. Liquid wastes or 1lle. (2)
byproduct, that’s well established.

But this rulemaking is an opportunity to
pull back and look at 21st Century control
technologies, which should probably also include
a prohibition on open air processing, also known
as heap leach, and open air dumping of wastes,
which is the phased disposal, in favor of pace
technologies (phonetic), continuous cover, all
different forms of tailings disposal that are

used throughout the mining industry. And get
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past what I would describe as a filibuster by
industry to keep the EPA’s regulations from
moving into the 21°" Century.

MS. SUTIN: Time is up.

MR. STILLS: We are private citizens and we
are here to help. I hope you all from the
federal government are here to help too.

Thank you very much.

MS. SUTIN: Thank you, Mr. Stills.

MR. STILLS: S-t-i-1-1-s, T-r—-a-v—-i-s.

MS. SUTIN: Mr. Stills, we have a clarifying
question.

MR. STILLS: Certainly.

MR. PEAKE: In your written comments, will
you be providing specific language as part of
your comments? You know, as far as rule language
that you're recommending?

MR. STILLS: If that will be helpful as part
of the process, I think we are contemplating
that. And given your interest in it, I think
it’s more than likely we will.

MR. PEAKE: Thank you.
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MS. SUTIN: Thank you, Mr. Stills.

Okay. Next, if we could have Richard
Blubaugh?

MR. BLUBAUGH: Thank you.

My name is Richard Blubaugh. And I am the
vice president of health, safety and
environmental resources with Power Tech USA Inc.

Power Tech is currently completing
permitting activities for a Dewey-Burdock ISR
project in Southwest South Dakota. Power Tech 1is
in the process also of completing a business
transaction with Azarga Resources Inc. And the
new company will be named Azarga Uranium
Resources, Inc.

However, Power Tech USA, which has
recently received a license to operate an ISR in
South Dakota from NRC, is a South Dakota company,
a wholly-owned subsidiary, and will not be
affected by the transaction, the corporate
change.

Our headquarters are located in the

Denver Tech Center, and our initial project is
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the Dewey-Burdock project.

As a prospective operator of an ISR
facility, Power Tech is concerned about the
regulations under which it must operate. We
believe regulations should be protective of human
health and environment. We also believe they
should be fair and reasonable, and not punitive,
particularly to small business entities.

While the proposed rule appears to be
reasoned and technology based, there are errors
and omissions in the proposed rule that should be
reviewed and reconsidered.

However, there are some changes to the
rule that are commendable, some that were
mentioned earlier, eliminating the limits on pond
number and size for ISL and ISR operations,
eliminating the requirement for radon monitoring
ponds that maintain the water level, and choosing
to regulate these facilities under the generally
available controlled technologies and management
practices, or GACT.

Our comments here today are going to
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focus really on just a couple of issues. And
they will be followed by written comments prior
to the extended deadline.

In the preliminary discussion of the rule
there is a quote that reads in part, “EPA cannot
allow a situation where the reduction of radon
emissions comes at the expense of increased
pollution of the ground or surface water.
Therefore, all piles will be required to meet
requirements of 40 C.F.R. 192.32(a), which
protects water supplies from contamination."

Interestingly, the statement that
immediately follows this quote reads, therefore,
all impoundments are required to meet the
requirements at 40 C.F.R. 192.32(a).

While EPA may not clearly distinguish
between piles and impoundments, those of us in
the ISR side of the industry do not accept the
premise that our facilities generate tailings,
which EPA on page 20 of the document clearly
describes being generated by conventional uranium

mills.
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Power Tech potentially will be using a
dual system for disposal of wastewater, deep
disposal wells, which is a preference, and land

application, or possibly both.

In either case, Power Tech will treat the

water to remove radium, the precursor to radon
and its progeny. Consequently, there will not be
any radon levels to reduce in the storage and
holding ponds. The radium will be contained in
one of two radium treatment ponds upstream of the
storage holding ponds which will have the
required liner system.

It appears that the agency did not
consider this technological situation for ISR
facilities and that its requirement that all
impoundments are required to meet the
requirements at 40 CFR 192.32(a) is another one
size fits all remedy that EPA seems to prefer.

There's a statement the ISL facility
ponds contained uranium byproduct materials. It
apparently assumes that no ISL operator removes

radium prior to disposal of wastewater. This
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assumption should be revisited.

Power Tech has proposed and NRC has
licensed a treatment process that removes radium
226 before the water is piped to a storage pond.
From there it will go to a deep disposal well or
used as irrigation water on the native soils.

On page 25 of the risk assessment —-- and
again, this is from the April 17" version, Table
15 —— EPA demonstrates the effectiveness of
barium chloride in removing radium from the
Church Rock ground point sample groundwater,
which reflects a 95 to 99 percent radium removal
efficiency for barium chloride given by the EPA
in 2006.

So without reconsideration and revision
of the proposed rule by EPA Power Tech will
likely be required to construct (unintelligible)
designed ponds at considerable cost, even though
there will be no radon gas emissions, nor a
realistic risk of contaminating groundwater or
surface water.

The description of the liner system
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indicates that 40 CFR 264.221 requires a triple
liner with a leak detection collection system. I
know it was said earlier that it was a double
liner, but you’re talking about three feet of
compacted clay. That's also a liner.

There will be no hazardous waste
deposited in these storage or holding ponds, nor
do the radium treatment ponds contain hazardous
waste. They contain byproduct material.

I hope you will consider these comments.
Thank you for your attention.

MS. SUTIN: Thank you, Mr. Blubaugh.

Could you please spell your name, your

last name for the record for the court reporter?
MR. BLUBAUGH: Sure, I'm sorry.

B-1l-u-b-a-u-g-h.

MS. SUTIN: Okay. Next if we could have
Sharyn Cunningham?

MS. CUNNINGHAM: Hello, my name is Sharyn
Cunningham. I’'m from Canon City, Colorado,
specifically from the Lincoln Park area, which is

the Superfund site that the Cotter Uranium Mill
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caused with the contamination that moved away
from their site. I'm also a co-chair of Colorado
Citizens Against Toxic Waste, which is a local
Canon City, Fremont County group that formed in
2002 to follow and address and try to help with
the Superfund issue and the issues happening at
the Cotter Mill.

I live about one—-and-a-half miles or less
downhill from the Cotter Uranium Mill. I have
two wells that have been contaminated, one still
above standards.

I feel 1like what often is missing is just
this real life experience. I fear that people are
sitting in Washington or here in Denver at their
desks and looking at things in a very generalized
way .

And just an example of that is ever since
our group began we have climbed a ridge on the
south side of Cotter, above Cotter, with
permission from the owner, and taken photographs
of impoundment ponds. And one of the things in

this rule is that you're going to —-— the proposed
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rule is you’re going to depend on these work
practices to reduce radon.

And everyone commenting has talked about
the water cover, that prevents radon, you know,
reduces it down to a very, very low emission
rate.

What you don’t realize, and if you could
look at photographs we've taken over these twelve
years, you would see that every year the water
coverage changes. If we have two or three years
of drought, the water shrinks, because the Cotter
Corporation at that time had to pay for city
water to treat its city water to keep that 157
acre impoundment pond covered with water. So
some years there would be tailings
(unintelligible), and then other years we were
fearing it was going to overflow when we would
have a lot of rain.

This all began after our group began. I
mean, this rulemaking we’re at right now, when we
became concerned about the radon situation at the

Cotter Mill. Their flux reports went up and
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down. Some years they would be low. One year in
particular it was almost at 20 picocuries per
square meter per second. And we were concerned.
We read at that time that anytime a radon flux
gets close to that standard that the agencies
could step in and say, okay, you need to do
something, like put some dirt out there or water,
and they did both over a number of years. Or you
need to do a radon flux test monthly for a little
while. That didn’t happen.

Also, Cotter’s whole method of
determining radon emissions at their mill,
whether at the boundary with their air stations,
came into question and they were told to create a
method of doing that.

And we've had two world renowned
scientists look at their method of determining
the radon. And that’s what we are going to
depend on now. If a conventional mill like this
with their impoundment don’t have to do those
radon flux tests, then the people that live near

them are depending on that company’s method of
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determining background from radon and whether or
not they're in compliance with standards.

Also, we were concerned because Cotter’s
157 acre impoundment pond is divided into two
cells. One of them is called a secondary
impoundment. And they filled it with old
tailings and covered it with water, and said
we’re not putting anymore tailings in this,
therefore, we don’t have to do radon flux tests.

So for all of the years that radon flux
tests were required, they didn't do them on the
secondary impoundment. And we were concerned
about that. And so we probably made enough noise
that somebody came in, either the health
department here in Colorado, or maybe EPA, and so
Cotter in 2007 did a radon flux test on that
secondary impoundment. And it was —- it was
above the standard, it was at 23.

So they then put dirt where they thought
they needed dirt in order to reduce it and they
got it reduced down. But then they never did

another radon flux test.
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And I think the point's been made. 1In
real life, when you’re a mile from this place and
you see it frequently, you know that it —-- the
conditions change as time goes by with weather
and so on.

Then in 2010, Cotter had —-- was on
standby. And they said, well, we're not going to
use that primary impoundment anymore. That was
when they were putting stuff in. And so we're not
going to do radon flux tests anymore.

And so at that point EPA said, well,
you're supposed to. But then we never saw
anything else about that. Cotter came back and
said we don’t think we have to. Then in January
of 2012 -- oh, yeah, in July -- January of 2012
Cotter submitted to the state their request for
termination of their license. So they kind of
officially finally said that they were going to
close.

And then in July of that year, I don't
know who —-- why they did it, they were —— I’'m

sure they didn't do it voluntarily, somebody
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probably asked them to do it, the health
department or EPA, they did radon flux test. So
they hadn’t done radon flux for 2 years.

So in 2012 they do one in July and the
primary impoundment is above the standard. It’s
at 23 something or other. So Cotter goes out
there and they cover with dirt some of the hot
spots and so on. But they didn't send —-- they
weren't required to do it, they claimed, so they
didn’t send an official report to EPA on it.

So basically, one of the issues I wanted
to address is the risk assessment that was done
by Cohen. And from -- in layman's terms, you
asked them to look at and do a risk assessment
again. And the purpose of it is to do an
analysis of the dose and the risk to revise the
risk assessment for NESHAPS.

And it’s basically about the risk from
radon. And you —- Cohen went to a number of
sites, conventional mills, ISL facilities, et
cetera. And then you at EPA base your decision

on how to change these regulations using that
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risk assessment.

And one of the things that I was very
upset with 1living next door to this, and in
this —— I am inside the Superfund site, was that
there were several huge errors by Cohen in regard
to the Cotter Mill.

First of all -- and when we send our
written comments out we'll do more details on
this. But on page 22 of the report Cohen claims
that there was no Cotter radon data for them to
get. And so instead they used the radon flux
reports to then do a calculation as to the amount
of radon coming off of the mill site.

Well, Cotter's been collecting radon data
for decades. In fact, in a 1995 annual report —-
this is sentence from it —-- they got Colorado
State University to do a risk assessment in 1995.
And they said the data that CSU collected
included airborne particulate data and radon 222
data. But Cohen’s report says that —--

MS. SUTIN: One minute.

MS. CUNNINGHAM: Okay. That there was no
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data.

The second real big problem was the
population. They used a 2000 census, did a
calculation when —- Cohen’s report came out in
November 2011. They could have used the 2010
census data.

Cohen claims in a two mile radius around
the mill there are 400 people. No, within a two
mile radius there's 6,000 people.

And there was further problems with that.
A third one was meteorology. They claimed that
there was no meteorological data from Cotter.

And they used meteorological data from Colorado
Springs. Cotter has had a meteorological air
station on their site for decades. It’s in their
annual report every year.

There's more. If I have time later I may
say something else. We came to you in 2000 —- we
started in 2006 with concerns about this radon.
And we look to you to protect us and you —— I
hope that you will reconsider doing real

measurement rather than assuming that a company
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is going to put dirt on there when they feel like
it when no one is out there inspecting them for
months and months at a time.

So anyways, thank you for the chance to
talk.

MS. SUTIN: Thank you, Ms. Cunningham.

Next i1f we can have Kay Hawklee?

MS. HAWKLEE: It’s K-a-y, H-a-w-k-1l-e-e.

Thank you all for allowing us to testify.
I'm member of the community advisory group to the
Cotter Lincoln Park Superfund Site, the CAG. But
I'm here speaking as an individual, I’m not
speaking for the CAG. 1I’ve been a member of the
CAG since 2007.

And January 3°¢ of 1965 the Denver Post
published the first article saying that Cotter
was going to close. This January that will be
fifty years. So for fifty years they have been
going into lengthy times of standby and saying
that they were going to close, but here we are
fifty years later.

UMTRCA was created so that uranium mills
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would not linger with contamination. But in
Cotter’s case, with a leaking impoundment,
leaking into Lincoln Park’s groundwater and
causing a Superfund site that’s been here for
thirty years —- the Superfund site has been
around for thirty years —-- Cotter is the prime
example of lingering contamination.

Under the Clean Air Act the EPA needs to
look at the full history of this industry. This
is why what is ongoing at Cotter needs a new
rule. We're concerned because the Cohen study
was just wrong in many places. And you've
proposed a rule that relies on this
misinformation by Cohen.

So what I'm asking is, will you correct
the rule to reflect the proper actual data. And
often it's us, the affected citizens, who check
those facts. And we’re inviting you to come to
Canon City and meet with us to go through the
actual data that Cotter has not provided yet, but
is —— that is there, that is out there and has

been done.
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We would like for you to check on actual
radon flux measurements that have been taken and
have at times exceeded the 20 picocuries limit.
You do have the authority to do so no matter what
the NMA says.

Instead of relying on hypothetical models
of Brown and Cohen, we would like for you to come
out and look at the reality, our real world
examples using real world data. It would take
more time than I have today to detail what has
fallen through the regulatory cracks at Cotter.

And here we go again. This rulemaking is
creating another very large gap. So what we're
asking for you to do is help us close the gap.
That gap is being created where there is no radon
flux measurements between closure and the
placement of the cap, which could be decades away
still. And we would like you to use authority
under the Clean Air Act to regulate hazardous
pollutants from these uranium mills.

We look forward to working with the EPA.

You've heard from the National Mining Association
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that there are no emissions. There are. And
they've been measured many times above the limit.
This is a real world problem. We need a real
world solution from EPA.

I just brought a study that I have gotten
that talks about the need for monitoring. And I
will give it to you. I don’t have the capacity to
upload it at home and send it so —-- but there's a
line in here that says the implications for the
various assessments of long term releases of
radon are discussed, including aspects such as
the need for ongoing monitoring of rehabilitation
at uranium mining and milling sites and life
cycle accounting.

And I would just ask you to please relook
at this concept of no monitoring because Sharyn
lives a mile from the toe of the impoundments,
the Arkansas River is a mile-and-a-half from the
toe of the impoundment. And not taking
measurements is such an avoidance of
documentation that is -- in my mind is absurd and

it’s outrageous. And I would just ask you to

OLENDER REPORTING, INC.
1100 Connecticut Avenue, NW, #810, Washington, DC 200336
Washington: (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore: (410) 752-3376
Toll Free: (888) 445-3376



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

52

please look at that again and reconsider that
aspect. So I will give you this paper.

Thank you.

MS. SUTIN: We have a question too.

MS. HAWKLEE: Oh, okay.

MS. SUTIN: Thank you.

MR. PEAKE: Okay. You said that you have
data that you want to share with us. Will you be
providing that in your written comments?

MS. HAWKLEE: Yes, we can.

MR. PEAKE: Okay. Thank you.

MS. SUTIN: Thank you, Ms. Hawklee.

Okay. We have heard from all of the
registered speakers so we will pause the hearing
until someone arrives that would like to speak.

Thank you.

We're going to take a break and come back
at 10:30.

(Whereupon, a recess was taken.)

MS. SUTIN: Okay. We're back on the record.
And we have two additional speakers. First is

Sarah Fields.
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MS. FIELDS: Thank you. My name is Sarah
Fields and I'm with Uranium Watch in Moab, Utah.

I think, as some of the discussion has
revealed, that one of the big issues is what
happens when a tailings impoundment or a mill as
a whole enters some sort of closure period. And
the EPA, or in Utah the Division of Air Quality,
determines that Subpart W compliance for an
existing tailings impoundment is no longer
applicable.

In both Canyon City and White Mesa you
had closure and ending of radon monitoring, but
no compliance with EPA 192 or NRC criterian 6A of
appendix A which require reclamation milestones.
For Cell 2, there is no approved closure plan.
These are long processes.

So recently at White Mesa a determination
was made that Subpart W no longer applies. And
whether or not there is an approved closure plan,
and whether or not there are reclamation
milestones for dewatering, interim cover and the

final radon barrier, those tailings impoundments
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will be no requirement to monitor the radon
emissions and determine whether or not the radon
emissions are increasing, and no requirement to
take corrective —-- any corrective actions.

Fortunately for Cell 2, even though in
2008 they ceased putting waste in the

impoundment, there were six years where even

54

though you might say essentially they had entered

the closure period, they had not officially
requested that they no longer be required to
comply with Subpart W.

So for six years they continued to

accumulate data. And when they found that the 20

picocuries standard was exceeded they took

corrective actions. But from now on for the

next, I don't know, fifty years, there will be no

data.

So as a friend of mine has often said,
“no data, no problem”. So as long as the EPA
feels that they don't need any data on radon

emissions because the impoundment has entered
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closure, or the whole —- as in Canon City, the
whole mill has entered closure, there will be no
data. And there will be no problem. And with no
problem there's no requirement to take any
corrective action.

I don’t call that regulation. I don'’t
call that protecting the public health and
safety. And it really goes back to the
rescission of Subpart T. Subpart T would have
required compliance with 20 picocuries throughout
the closure period.

Subpart T was rescinded a number of years
ago. And it was basically to take —-- to address
certain situations at a number of mills that had
already been closed down.

Well, currently any of those mills that
were addressed in the 1991 memorandum of
understanding between the EPA and the NRC in the
agreement states, “those mills have either had
the completion of the radon barrier or they are
currently under a requirement to maintain a 20

picocuries limit on the radon emissions because
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they have gone beyond the initial reclamation
milestones." So they've had the milestones
extended. Because they requested those
extensions of the milestones they have to now
comply with the 20 picocuries.

The rescission of Subpart T really didn't
address the issues that you now see at the Cotter
Mill or at the White Mesa Mill. So what you see
now will be extensive periods of time before
there is a final radon barrier where there will
be no monitoring and no requirement for
corrective actions.

It will be even worse for the new
impoundments because throughout the life of those
new impoundments at White Mesa there never will
be a requirement for any radon monitoring. There
will be no requirement for keeping the tailings
impoundments wet, there will be no requirement
when they do start to dry out for putting an
interim cover and soil on the impoundment because
it seems they enter closure and there's no

closure plan, there are no reclamation
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milestones. So these impoundments, Cell 4A and

4B, will likely, at least under EPA regulation,

just sit there emitting radon. No one will know
how much radon for decades.

I don’t think that this is what the EPA
had in mind. I think the EPA should reinstate
Subpart T because I think it is important for
these —-- for the Cotter Mill and for the White
Mesa Mill to have continual radon monitoring
throughout the closure period.

I think it’s important that corrective
actions be taken in a timely manner to assure
that the radon emissions are kept within the 20
picocuries limit.

And they —-- the situation for Cell 2 has
shown this is a very doable solution. And it
also demonstrates how as the tailing impoundment
dries out, the radon emissions will increase.

You have a regulatory gap. You shouldn’t
have this gap. You shouldn’t have a whole period
that may extend for decades when there's no data

information on the radon emissions and no
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requirement to reduce those emissions.

And I also agree with Mr. Stills, you
have to also consider the possibility that —-
reducing that 20 picocuries of limit. And it
would have been helpful in the rulemaking if
there had been additional data on each of the
mills, the history of all of the impoundments,
what their radon emissions have been over the
years. Unfortunately, that data wasn't included
in the rulemaking.

Thank you.

MS. SUTIN: One question, Ms. Fields.

MS. FIELDS: Thank you.

MR. PEAKE: In listening to what you were
saying, it sounds like you’re addressing the
issue of operations of the facility as far as the
definition.

In the regulation and proposal, we have a
definition of operation. And so I would like to
ask to help clarify, you know, how do you think
EPA should define when operations end for

compliance with Subpart W?
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period of operations until the placement of the
final radon barrier. 1In fact, Energy Fuels
assumed, and this is stated in their annual
Subpart W compliance reports, that closure began
after the placement of an interim cover.

I mean, that was their assumption. So

there has always been a confusion as to when

closure actually began. I mean, differing
opinions as to when closure began —- or when it
begins.

So that is something that you could do,
is extend that period of compliance with Subpart
W. But just having an interim cover doesn’t
always —— you still need the radon monitoring
throughout the period of drying of the
impoundments to give you a heads up on different

areas where you might need additional soil, a
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heads up on the fact that wind-blown tailings had

come from another impoundment and they needed to
be removed, or maybe - and in this case they put

a barrier between impoundments. With the
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placement of the different charcoal, these little
charcoal monitoring devices in the different
areas that tells you which area needs additional
soil.

And there's a big question, like at White
Mesa, it might be fifty years before they put the
final radon barrier because they're not going to
put a final radon barrier on one impoundment, and
then another impoundment, and then another
impoundment. Their whole idea in their
reclamation plan is to put them over all of the
impoundments.

Well, the rescission of Subpart W assumes
that once one impoundment was closed and
dewatered, you would have at least within seven
years a placement of final radon barrier, not an
indefinite period. And right now it’s an
indefinite period because who knows when all of
those additional impoundments will be filled up
and they'll want to put the final —-- and then
they go through closure period, dewatering,

settlement and time to put the final radon
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barrier on.

So you have a lot of reality issues that
the EPA has never —— hasn't really considered, at
least for White Mesa and for Cahon City.

MR. PEAKE: Thank you.

MS. SUTIN: Next Sharyn Cunningham.

MS. CUNNINGHAM: My name again is Sharyn
Cunningham. I’'m co-chair of Colorado Citizens
Against Toxic Waste from Canhon City.

I also forgot to mention that I have been
a member of the Community Advisory Group for the
Cotter Lincoln Park Superfund site since it began
in 2004.

I thank you for this opportunity because
there are a couple of other points that I wanted
to make that I didn’t have time, ten minutes went
fast.

I had mentioned with the Cohen Risk
Assessment that there was actual data at Cotter
that they did not make an effort to get for the
risk assessment.

In fact, every three months we
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participated in a teleconference call with EPA on
this Subpart W rulemaking since 2008 or 2009.

And on one of the calls after the Cohen Risk —-—
the first draft came out of the risk assessment,
I brought up the fact with the problems with
population being wrong, et cetera. And Jim Cain
of the Cotter Corporation was on the call —- I
believe it was Jim Cain —-- and he stated that
Cohen never contacted them for specific data from
their site.

Now, I don't know if after that some
contact may have happened, but it’s not reflected
in the November 2011 version of the risk
assessment.

I mentioned that there was no radon data,
which was available from Cotter. There was
available meteorological data that they did not
use. But there was another important part, I
thought.

In 2003 the health department asked
Cotter to submit an inventory of the contents of

the impoundment ponds. Right at this moment
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there is close to 6 million tons of contents.

And that includes all of the tailings over all of
the years, plus buildings, semi-trucks, heavy
earth moving equipment. It’s all in that
impoundment pond now. And there is a good
million or more that will have to go into it as
they finish cleaning up.

So if Cohen had gotten that inventory
from 2003 they would have known the exact amount
of radium and its radiological concentration from
that inventory, which would have helped them
determine the potential radon emissions, as well
as the yearly radon flux tests that happened.

And then another point that I wanted to
bring up in regards to the risk assessment was
that it’s about radon, it’s about risk from
radon. But the radon progeny, or daughters is
what I used to refer to it as, is not mentioned
or considered in this.

And I live a mile or so from this
impoundment pond. I’m not worried about inhaling

radon gas, I’m concerned about radon traveling
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that in the groundwater.

And I’'m concerned about the progeny
because it changes within three-and-a-half days
or so, 1t changes to radioactive lead, which
attaches to dust, which lands on the ground. And
every time the wind blows it gets lifted up and
re-suspended and moves farther down.

And in fact, the NRC was concerned about
these progeny and they put out a draft interim
guidance, September 2011, called Evaluations of
Uranium Recovery Facilities Surveys of Radon and
Radon Progeny in the Air. And this is a -- and
I'1ll provide that paper in written comments.

Here is a direct quote, *“as discussed
later, radon progeny are addressed because most
of the dose to people from the releases of radon
is actually due to exposure to radon progeny."
And one of the things —-- and that can include
radioactive bismuth, radioactive lead.

I think that should have been a part of

this risk assessment. You have to realize we've
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never had any epidemiological studies at our
site. All that’s ever been looked at is cancer,
the cancer registry.

When you look at radon and its daughters,
then you’re looking at health effects that are
more than just cancer.

And then the last point I wanted to make
again, which has been made, the gap. I’'m
concerned about the gap. I have heard health
department and EPA staff state that the final cap
may not go on that impoundment pond for twenty to
fifty years. And as it's been stated, at least
when you’re doing radon flux tests, you know when
some dirt needs to be put out there to reduce the
radon.

For twenty years or —-—- to fifty, you
know, we're not going to have that protection.
And we'll be exposed to radioactive lead blowing
in the wind.

Also, it causes us to rely solely on
Cotter’s method to determine background and

compliance with radon standards at their boundary
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of the air stations. And we question Cotter’s
method. There's a written method, we gave it to
Reid Rosnick. He told us to give it to Steve
Tarlton at the health department.

We wouldn't have given it to Reid if the
health department would have looked at this. And
we asked that it be evaluated by a radon expert
from the EPA. That started in 2008, six years
ago.

We've still never gotten an agency person
to evaluate that method. And now, without the
radon flux tests, we are solely dependent on
Cotter’s method of determining that they're in
compliance.

And one of the things in the NRC Interim
Guidance stated, it said background must be
determined very carefully. And that’s what this
method of Cotter’s does, it —— and so we —— I'd
like to ask once again, and I'll discuss later
with you, having some expert review this method
that they're using.

And, you know, finally, I just want to
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say that as a layperson, it looks to me like the
Clean Air Act provides EPA with the authority to
regulate all radon at mills. And I really hope
that you will work to close this gap that people
who live near these facilities are going to
suffer from.

Thank you.

MS. SUTIN: Thank you, Ms. Cunningham.

MS. CUNNINGHAM: Okay.

MS. SUTIN: Okay. We are through the
speakers that registered. And it is 10 —-- almost
5 of 11:00. We will pause the hearing until
11:30.

If anyone wants to speak between now and
11:30, go to registration table. At 11:30 we
will close the hearing and we will start up again
at 1:00 O'clock.

Thank you.

(Whereupon, a recess was taken.)

MS. SUTIN: It is 11:30 and we have no
additional speakers for the morning session. So

we are officially closing this session for today.
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(Whereupon, the morning session was concluded
at 11:30 a.m.)

MS. SUTIN: Good afternoon everyone. I think
we're going to get started. My name is Elyana
Sutin and I am the Regional Judicial Officer for
EPA Region 8. Thank you all for coming this
afternoon.

I will be presiding over the hearing.
And joining me on the panel is Tom Peake and Dan
Schultheisz from the Office of Radiation and
Indoor Air in headquarters. This hearing is now
in session.

We are here today to listen and receive
your comments on EPA’s proposed revisions to the
national emission standards for radon emissions
from operating mill tailings, also known as 40
CFR, Part 61, Subpart W.

EPA is proposing to revise certain
portions of the standards based on its
determination as to what constitutes general
available control technology or management

practices, also known as GACT, for this area
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source category.

EPA announced this proposed rule on May
2", 2014. The comment period started on May 2n
and was to end on July 31°°. On July 21°%, 2014
EPA extended the comment period to October 29",
2014.

In a moment Tom will explain in more
detail what was proposed in that notice. But
before I turn it over to Tom, let me explain a
bit about how today’s hearing will work.

There was a session this morning from
9:00 to noon and one this afternoon. Please be
sure to check in to the registration desk even if
you are not planning to speak today.

I will call the scheduled speakers to the
chair in front of me. When it is your turn to
speak, please state your name, spell your last
name for the court reporter and your affiliation
before you begin your testimony. Your comments
will be transcribed and included in the record of
comments on the proposed rule.

In order to ensure that everyone has the
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opportunity to speak, and to ensure fairness,
please limit your testimony to ten minutes. We
will signal to you when you have one minute left
to speak. When one minute has passed, I will ask
you to complete your testimony.

As I said before, there is no pressure to
speak the ten minutes if your statement is
shorter.

However, if you have more that you want
to say and there is time, we're happy to take
additional comments that are new from what you
have said before and are not a rebuttal to
someone else’s testimony. If you would like to
speak again please check in with the registration
desk and they will sign you up.

After you finish your testimony members
of the panel may ask clarifying questions. We
are not here today to answer questions about the
proposed rule. If you have questions about the
process please find one of the EPA
representatives after the hearing.

If you have written copies of your
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testimony, or supporting documentation, please
give a copy to our staff at the registration
table. This will be helpful as we prepare the
transcript. If you have additional comments you
would like to make you can submit them in
writing. Comments must be received on or before
5:00 p.m. on October 29", 2014.

Let me assure you that EPA gives just as
much consideration to comments we receive in
writing as we do to comments we receive at public
hearing.

Instructions for submitting comments are
included in the fact sheet at the registration
table. And you can pick up a copy of that outside
the door.

Today'’s public hearing is scheduled to
end once the last registered speaker has provided
comments. So if you would like to testify but
have not yet registered to do so, please sign up
at the registration table.

Now I will turn it over to Tom who will

summarize the proposed rule.
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MR. PEAKE: Thank you.

Hello, my name is Tom Peake. And I am the
director for the Center for Waste Management and
Regulations in the Environmental Protection
Agency’s Office of Radiation and Indoor Air in
Washington, D.C.

And with me is Dan Schultheisz, the
associate director for the Center for Waste
Management and Regulations.

We are here today to receive your
comments on EPA’s proposed rulemaking for the
revisions to the national emission standards for
radon emissions, or NESHAPS, from operating mill
tailings, also known as Subpart W.

The proposed revisions would require the
use of generally available control technologies,
or GACT, to limit radon emissions from the
tailings at all uranium recovery facilities.
Specific control technologies would be required
at conventional tailings impoundments,
evaporation ponds and heap leach piles.

We are also proposing to add new
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definitions to this rule, revise existing
definitions, and clarify that the rule applies to
uranium recovery facilities that extract uranium
through the in-situ leach method and the heap
leach method.

Specifically, the EPA is proposing the
following:

We are clearly stating that the standards
apply to all units that contain uranium byproduct
material. These units include, but are not
limited to, conventional tailings impoundments,
evaporation ponds or other nonconventional
impoundments at uranium recovery facilities, and
heap leach piles.

We are proposing that all uranium
recovery facilities comply with GACT management
practices, including the use of double liners and
leak detection systems.

The proposed rule would remove the
requirement for monitoring radon, but limit the
amount of byproduct material that can be exposed.

For conventional impoundments, limit
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tailings exposure using either phased disposal or
continuous disposal.

For heap leach piles, limit tailings
exposure using phased disposal and maintain a 30
percent moisture content in the pile.

For evaporation ponds, we propose to
require at least one meter of liquid be
constantly maintained in the pond.

We are also proposing to add definitions
for when a uranium recovery facility is in
operation or standby.

The proposed rule would also require the
owner/operator of a uranium recovery facility to
maintain records that confirm that impoundments
have been constructed according to the
requirements.

In summary, we are here today asking for
your comments on the proposed rule. The comment
period ends on October 29 2014. And we are
looking forward to hearing from you today.

Thank you.

MS. SUTIN: Okay. I will call our first
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speaker, John Cash.
MR. CASH: Thank you.

My name is John Cash. And I am the vice
president of reqgqulatory affairs for Ur-Energy.
We operate the Lost Creek in-situ facility near
Bairoil, Wyoming.

And I really do appreciate the
opportunity to make some comments today. And I
just want to say that I'm thankful I live in a
country where I can make comments on proposed
rules.

A number of my colleagues in the industry
have already commented earlier today and
yesterday on some legalities of the proposed
rulemaking. And I'm not going to spend much time
on that.

What I would like to do today in my
comments is focus more on the Lost Creek Facility
that I'm familiar with, and how the proposed
rules will impact that facility. So I will try
to give you real life examples of the impact of

these proposed regulations.
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I'd like to start off by talking about a
meeting that I had here with Wayne Heili, he's
our president and CEO, back in September of 2009.
We met I believe just down the hall here in this
office, Region 8, to discuss the Lost Creek
project, and specifically EPA’s decision to
reinterpret 40 CFR, Part 192, health and
environmental protection standards for uranium,
uranium mill tailings, to include holding ponds
at in-situ facilities in the definition of mill
tailings.

At that time and currently we do not
agree with EPA’s proposed action to redefine or
re—-interpret the term mill tailings to bring in-
situ holding ponds under the jurisdiction of 40
CFR, Part 192 regs.

It continues to be our position that the
framers of the regulation did not intend water
impoundments to be regulated as tailings. And a
plain reading of the regulations supports this
conclusion.

Despite our holding a contrary
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understanding of the regulations from EPA’s new
interpretation, we felt compelled to submit a
holding pond application to the EPA in order to
advance the permitting process so that uranium
recovery could occur in accordance with corporate
objectives.

The engineering design of the holding
ponds presented in the application, and
subsequently approved after a lengthy review
process by the EPA —- and I'll just interject
there that that review process I believe was

slightly over a year —-- on December 20"

, 2011,
complied with the design criteria enumerated in
40 CFR 264.221.

It should also be noted that EPA approved
the design of the Lost Creek holding pond while
Subpart W rulemaking was in progress.

We are greatly concerned that the
proposed regulation does not expressly
grandfather in nonconventional impoundments like

the ones recently permitted by the EPA at Lost

Creek, and subsequently constructed at
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significant cost.

Earlier this week, before I traveled down
to Denver for this for this meeting from Casper,
I spoke with our engineers who designed and
constructed the facility. And they went and they
added up all of the costs of the facility that we
had built, the holding ponds, and it’s right at
about 600,000 dollars that we have invested to
construct those ponds. That is a significant
amount of money.

The EPA approved design and permit does
not require maintaining a minimum of one meter of
fluid cover. And such a requirement will render
the new ponds virtually worthless since the water
level must also be maintained at least three feet
below the top of the embankment to prevent
overtopping.

We respectfully request that EPA remove
this requirement from the proposed regulation, or
at least grandfather in all existing approved
facilities.

And I would like to interject one other
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point here. It’s not just EPA that approved these
holding ponds after over a year of review, there
are six other agencies that were involved in the
review and/or permitting of the facilities,
including the Wyoming State Engineers Office, the
NRC, Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality
Land Quality Division, the BLM.

And then there were a couple of agencies
that were involved in regulatory reviews, and
that included the Wyoming Game and Fish
Department and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife.
Without doubt, these are the most heavily
regulated systems at our mine.

And I forgot to mention Sweetwater County
also performed a review.

Evaporation ponds are typically designed
to be very shallow in order to minimize the
thermal mass and therefore maximize the
evaporation rate. The proposed, and apparently
arbitrarily selected, one meter standard will
diminish evaporation rates and operators will be

required to build larger evaporation ponds or

OLENDER REPORTING, INC.
1100 Connecticut Avenue, NW, #810, Washington, DC 200336
Washington: (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore: (410) 752-3376
Toll Free: (888) 445-3376



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

seek alternative disposal methods in order to

compensate for the loss of evaporation rates.

The consequences of the rulemaking should

be fully understood, and the associated costs,
including the resulting need to install larger
evaporation ponds should be analyzed.

The regulation should specifically
address the use of alternative methods to control
radon emissions on a case by case basis if the
proponent can adequately demonstrate the efficacy
of the proposed method.

For example, an operator may wish to
install a floating cover to keep birds off the
water. And this is a real issue. Such a
floating cover may also prevent the release of
radon and should be allowed in lieu of
maintaining one meter of fluid.

And I would like to switch now to
discussion of the definition of byproduct
material and the impact of that on operations in
relation to this rulemaking.

Since the EPA is expanding the coverage
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of 40 CFR 61, Subpart W to include
nonconventional impoundments, the agency should
recognize that such impoundments may contain
byproduct material that, while meeting the strict
AEC definition, have been treated to below the
effluent standards promulgated in 10 CFR 20,
Appendix B, Table 2.

For example, a proponent may wish to
store permeate generated from reverse osmosis in
the holding pond. The permeate may satisfy all
drinking water and effluent standards, but would
still be considered byproduct under the Atomic
Energy Act, and therefore regulated under the
proposed rule.

Waters treated to meet the effluent
standards present little or no hazard. And
therefore EPA should consider removing them from
regulation under the proposed rules, especially
if the water meets the radium and radon effluent
standards.

Regulating water which does not present a

hazard creates unintended additional regulatory
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burden and associated cost for industry and the
agency while generating no benefit to the public.
The EPA has at least two legal mechanisms
to distinguish between byproduct and byproduct
which falls below the effluent standard. The
Clean Water Act allows for deletion of source
categories in Section 112(c), or alternatively
the administrator, when developing standards,
“may distinguish among classes, types and sizes
of sources within a category or subcategory in

(4

establishing such standards,” as provided for in
Section 112 (d).

So those —-- that concludes my remarks.
Again, I think you for the opportunity to provide
these to you guys. And hopefully you take a look
at these as very site specific issues that we’re
facing at Lost Creek.

One final comment is, and we've talked
about the issue of putting permeate holding
ponds, that is something that we are considering

at Lost Creek. And that water will meet drinking

water standards, even the new proposed standard
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for radon that the EPA is now going through the
process of promulgating. So it is essentially
drinking water. And to leave that under
regulation just would create a lot of additional
burden unnecessarily.

I thank you for your time.

MS. SUTIN: Thank you, Mr. Cash.
Next if we could have David Frydenlund?
MR. FRYDENLUND: Good afternoon. My name is
David Frydenlund, it’s F-r-y-d-e-n-l1-u-n-d.

I am senior vice president and general
counsel for Energy Fuels Resources USA, Inc. We
operate the White Mesa Uranium Mill in Utah,
which is the only operating uranium mill in the
United States.

We are also in the process of permitting
the Sheep Mountain project, which is a proposed
uranium heap leach processing facility in
Wyoming.

I will touch on a few key points this
afternoon. Energy Fuels will be submitting more

comprehensive written comments at a later date.
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First, I'd like to note that Energy Fuels
agrees with a number of the positions taken by
EPA in the proposed rules. For example, we agree
that evaporation of similar ponds should not be
counted as one of the two impoundments that may
be in operation at any one time under the
proposed management practice standards.

We also agree that there should be no
limitation on the number and size of such ponds.
In order to operate a uranium mill, a large
evaporative capacity 1is necessary. Water balance
is paramount at a zero-discharge facility such as
the White Mesa Mill.

However, requiring the proposed minimum
of one meter of water cover can be prohibitively
burdensome with little or no benefit. As EPA has
noted, the radon emissions from saturated
tailings are only approximately 2 percent of
emissions from dry tailings. And adding one meter
in water would result in a negligible reduction.

However, there are significant costs

associated with this proposed requirement.
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First, the cost of maintaining this one
meter of water would be significantly greater
than EPA has estimated given the high evaporation
rates and scarcity of water at facilities such as
the White Mesa Mill. We will address these costs
in more detail in our written submissions.

Second, this requirement will seriously
impact and may eliminate a mill’s ability to
recirculate tailings solutions back into the
process because the addition of fresh water will
change the chemistry of the solutions in the
tailings.

Third, a mill will be prevented from
reducing solution levels in evaporation ponds
from time to time to inspect, and if necessary,
perform maintenance activities on the
impoundments.

Finally, evaporative and holding capacity
at a uranium mill is at a premium. And adding
fresh water to the system would displace needed
capacity for process solutions. This would

generally require construction of additional
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evaporative and holding capacity at significant
capital cost.

Energy Fuels fully supports added
protections to public health, safety and the
environment when required. However, in these
circumstances the added protections are
negligible or non-existent, and the cost of the
added requirements are prohibitive and cannot be
justified.

Energy Fuels recommends instead that the
proposed rule be changed to require full
saturation or water cover on evaporation ponds
during operation, but not to require a minimum
liquid level in the ponds.

The next point I’d like to make is that
the definition of 1le. (2) byproduct material in
the existing and proposed rules is different from
the definition in the Atomic Energy Act. We
don’t believe EPA has the authority to promulgate
a different definition of 1le. (2) byproduct
material. And in any event, a difference in such

a key definition can lead to unnecessary
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confusion. Those definitions should be the same.

We also have concerns relating to the
proposed application of Subpart W to heap leach
facilities. A heap leach facility is not a
tailings impoundment while in operation. Heap
leaching is part of the milling process. And the
proposed rules would interfere with such
processing operations.

For example, the requirement to maintain
a 30 percent moisture content would have the
effect of diluting process solutions and
impacting operations.

This is in stark contrast to a tailings
impoundment at a uranium mill where Subpart W
does not apply to process operations, but only to
tailings that have been finally disposed of after
processing, and hence cannot impact processing.
Subpart W should not extend to regulating process
operations.

Once process operations have ceased at a
heap leach facility, the facility would then go

into closure and be subject to the requirements
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of 10 CFR Part 40, Appendix A. Hence, there 1is
no place for regulation under Subpart W at heap
leach facilities.

The radiological protection programs
required under 10 CFR, Parts 20 and 40, include
adequate protections and monitoring for radon at
such facilities.

z

Finally, the removal of the phrase “as
determined by the NRC” in 40 CFR 61.252(b) (1),
and a number of the additional record-keeping
requirements, amount to dual jurisdiction over
the construction and operation of tailings
impoundments.

This is in contravention of Section 275
of the Atomic Energy Act under which EPA is
required to set standards for the management of
1lle. (2) byproduct material. And the
implementation and enforcement of the standards
is expressly stated to be the responsibility of
NRC and Agreement States in the conduct of their

licensing activities under the Act.

Section 275 of the Atomic Energy Act also
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expressly states that no permit is required by
EPA for the processing, possession, transfer or
disposal of 1lle. (2) byproduct material.

Under the proposed rules an operator
would be required to simultaneously go through
the entire design and permitting process for new
tailings cells with the NRC or Agreement State,
and with the EPA. Otherwise, the facility would
be subject to possible different implementation
of the rules by the EPA after construction.

There is no need for such dual
jurisdiction in order to implement the NESHAPS
requirements under the Clean Air Act. And it
will unnecessarily burden the regulatory process.
Such dual jurisdiction is tantamount to EPA
requiring a permit for the disposal of 1lle. (2)
byproduct material, in contravention of the
Atomic Energy Act.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
As I mentioned earlier, Energy Fuels will be
submitting more detailed written comments at a

later date.
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MS. SUTIN: Thank you.

Next if we could have Sarah Fields?

MS. FIELDS: My name is Sarah Fields. And I
am with Uranium Watch of Moab, Utah.

One thing I would like to point out is
that uranium recovery facilities have lived under
this, quote, *“dual regulations”, since the early
80's. And that was over thirty years ago, or
around thirty years ago. And now all of a sudden
it’s become a very important issue to some
members of the industry and the National Mining
Association.

One thing I wanted to touch on is the
question of uranium mills that are on standby.
The White Mesa Mill is going to go on standby at
the end of this year. I do not doubt that at
some point —- and it’s just reasonable, that in
the future they will start processing ore again.
Not only do they have a mill, they also have a
number of permitted uranium mines both in Utah,
in Arizona —-- I think they also have some in

Colorado.
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It’s a totally different situation for
the Shootaring Canyon Mill. The Shootaring
Canyon Mill last operated for a very short period
of time in 1982. There have been several -- the
uranium industry is a boom and bust economy. A
number of mills closed down in the 80’s. Some
started up again. And for a long period of time
no ore was processed at the White Mesa Mill. And
now at the end of this year they're going to shut
down.

All during this up and down period in the
last uranium renaissance, the Shootaring Canyon
Mill did not reopen. So you have a small
tailings impoundment. And the only reason really
that it's kept on standby is not because at some
time the mill will start operating again and need
a place to put the new tailings, but because they
will not be able to put new tailings in that
impoundment because it does not comply with the
current requirements for a tailings impoundment.
So the Division of Radiation Control would not

allow the mill to start operating again without
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the construction of a new lined impoundment.

So the reason it’s kept open is because
at some point, and this may happen at any time,
the mill owner will decide to enter —-- close the
mill and enter reclamation. And they need that
impoundment to dispose of the mill contaminating
soils.

In fact, they'll put more material
closing the mill than is actually in the
impoundment right now. Most of the stuff that is
in the impoundment is not even from the
processing of ore at the mill, it's from the
disposal of the waste and equipment from the old
hydra—-jet heap leach operation.

So both the EPA, and first the NRC and
now the Utah Division of Radiation Control, have
kind of let that mill stay on standby for over
thirty years assuming that at some time it’s
going to start operating again.

And I don’t think that’s a very
reasonable way of regulating uranium mills,

whether you’re doing that under the Clean Air Act
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or under the Atomic Energy Act.

I think there must be some kind of limit
on the length of time that a mill can be on
standby. I mean, there aren’t even any permitted
mines associated with this mill at this time.

So if it was ever to start up again they
would need a new lined impoundment. And they now
actually need to permit several uranium mines.
And no company has come up with the money to do
this.

Apparently a new company 1is going to
purchase the mill. They'll have to submit either
a plan for reclamation or a license renewal
application. So by the end of this year they
will kind of know exactly what's going to happen.
But leaving a mill on standby for over thirty
years does not make sense.

Another thing I wanted to cover is the
discussion of possible uranium milling in
Virginia, which has a very different kind of
situation than the west. The west is dry.

I guess my time is about up -- no, I
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don't know what that light means.

Okay. So the EPA seems to think that all
you need to do is follow the construction and
design requirements of having lined impoundments
at forty acre impoundments and that will create a
very safe controlling environment for radon.

And yet if you envision a uranium mill in
Virginia, you also have to envision a lot of
holding ponds, because under the EPA regulations
for —— oh, I think it's 440.34 —-- they would be
allowed to discharge tailings effluent because
the amount of precipitation is greater than the
rate of evaporation. But they would have to with
barium chloride or some kind of other treatment.

So you would probably have a number of
treatment ponds. You would have a number of
ponds that would be more than you would have at a
conventional mill in —-- let’s say Utah.

So you would also have unusual
meteorological conditions. You have the
potential of hurricanes, you have the potential

for large storms, and you have the potential for
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tornados.

So I don’t really see how the EPA can
think that a liquid effluent, whether they're on
top of a more solid tailings impoundment, or just
a totally liquid pond, would contain those
liquids, or contain those tailings under those
circumstances.

I also don’t understand how the EPA can
conceive of a situation where a solid tailings
impoundment could actually dry out in the State
of Virginia where you have continual
precipitation. You have sometimes very intense
precipitation.

And the whole basis for 192, and NRC, EPA
regulation of conventional tailings, and the
reclamation of tailings, 1is based on the
assumption of eventually the tailings dry out so
that there could be a permanent radon barrier.
And that permanent radon barrier would prevent
liquid, rain and other precipitation from
entering the tailings impoundments.

I don't see that happening in Virginia. And I
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don’t see any kind of really honest evaluation by
either the NRC or the EPA as to the whole water
balance, the whole conceptual basis for
regulating that under either Subpart W or NRC's
Part 40.

Thank you.

MS. SUTIN: Thank you, Ms. Fields.

MS. FIELDS: Any questions?

MS. SUTIN: Okay. We have heard from all of
the registered speakers. We are anticipating
others coming later this afternoon. So we will
be on pause until the next speaker arrives.

Thank you.

(Whereupon, recess was taken)

MS. SUTIN: So we are back on the record and
it is 3:53.

We have had all of the registered
speakers that intended to speak give their
comments and so the hearing this afternoon is
officially closed.

Thank you all for attending.

(Whereupon, the hearing concluded at 3:53
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PROCEUEDTINGS
MS. SUTIN: Good morning everyone. My name
is Elyana Sutin. And I am the regional judicial
officer here in EPA Region 8. Thank you all for
coming this morning.

I will be presiding over the hearings
today and tomorrow. Joining me on the panel is
Tom Peake and Daniel Schultheisz —-
Schultheisz —- sorry, I apologize, we are just
meeting for the first time —-- from the Office of
Radiation and Indoor Air in headquarters.

This hearing is now officially in
session. We are here today to listen and receive
your comments on EPA’s proposed revisions to
national emissions standards for radon emissions
from operating mill tailings, also known as 40
CFR, Part 61, Subpart W.

The EPA 1is proposing to revise certain
portions of the standards based on its
determination as to what constitutes generally
available control technology or management

practices, also known as GACT, for this area
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source category.

EPA announced the proposed rule on May
2“; 2014. The comment period started on May 2“;
2014 and was to end on July 31°%, 2014. On July
21°%, EPA extended the comment period until
October 29", 2014.

In a moment Tom will explain in more
detail what was proposed in that notice. But
before I turn it over to Tom, let me explain a
little bit about how the hearing will be run
today.

There will be two sessions, one this
morning from 9:00 until noon, and then another
this afternoon from 1:00 until 5:00 p.m. here in
this conference room.

Please be sure that you have checked in
to the registration desk even if you are not
planning to speak today. I will call the
scheduled speakers to the chair in front of us.
When it is your turn to speak, please sit and
then state your name, spelling your last name for

the court reporter, and your affiliation before
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you begin your testimony. Your comments will be
transcribed and included in the record of the
comments of the proposed rule.

In order to ensure that everyone has the
opportunity to speak, and to ensure fairness,
please limit your testimony to no more than ten
minutes. We will signal you when you have one
minute left to speak. When one minute has passed
I will ask you to complete your testimony.

There is no pressure or obligation to
speak for ten minutes. If your testimony is less
than that time, that is fine. Just know that you
have that amount of time to speak this morning.

We have plenty of time today as well in
terms of the number of speakers. So if you have
prepared testimony and then would like to speak
again later, please go back to the registration
desk and we might be able to fit you in if there
is other information that you would like to
provide.

That is also true for the folks that have

come today and were here to listen but have
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decided they want to make a statement. Please go
to the registration desk and we will be able to
accommodate you.

After you finish your testimony members
of the panel may ask clarifying questions. We
are not here today to answer those questions
about the proposed rule. If you have questions
about the process please find one of the EPA
representatives after the hearing and they can
help you.

If you have written copies of your
testimony, or supporting documentation, please
give a copy to our staff at the registration
table. This will be helpful as we prepare the
transcript.

If you have additional comments you would
like to make you can submit them in writing.
Comments must be received on or before October
29" at 5:00 p.m. Let me assure you that EPA
gives just as much consideration to comments we
receive in writing as we do the comments that we

hear today, that we hear at the public hearing
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today. Instructions for submitting comments are
included in the fact sheet at the registration
table. You can pick that up at the table as you
leave.

Today’s public hearing is scheduled to
end once the last registered speaker has provided
comments. So if you would like to testify but
have not registered, as I have said, please do
SO.

Now I will turn things over to Tom, who
will summarize the proposed rule.

Thank you.

MR. PEAKE: Hello. My name is Tom Peake. And
I am the director of the Center for Waste
Management and Regulations in the EPA Office of
Radiation. And with me is Dan Schultheisz, who
is the associate director of the Center for Waste
Management and Regulations.

We are here today to receive your
comments on EPA’s proposed rulemaking for the
revisions to the national emission standards for

radon emission, NESHAPS, from operating mill
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tailings, also known as Subpart W.

The proposed revisions would require the
use of generally available control technology,
GACT, to limit radon emissions from tailings at
all uranium recovery facilities. Specific
control technologies would be required at
conventional tailings impoundments, evaporation
ponds and heap leach piles.

We are also proposing to add new
definitions to this rule, revise existing
definitions and clarify that the rule applies to
uranium recovery facilities that extract uranium
through the in-situ leach method and the heap
leach method.

Specifically, the EPA is proposing the
following:

We are clearly stating that the standards
apply to all units that contain uranium byproduct
material. These units include, but are not
limited to, conventional tailings impoundments,
evaporation ponds or other nonconventional
impoundments at uranium recovery facilities, and
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heap leach piles.

We are proposing that all uranium
recovery facilities comply with GACT management
practices, including the use of double liners and
leak detection systems.

The proposed rule would remove the
requirement for monitoring radon, but limits the
amount of byproduct material that can be exposed.
For conventional impoundments, limit tailings
exposure using either phased disposal or
continuous disposal.

For heap leach piles, limit tailings
exposure using phased disposal and maintain a 30
percent moisture content in the pile.

For evaporation ponds, require at least
one meter of liquid be constantly maintained in
the pond.

We are proposing to add definitions for
when a uranium recovery facility is in operation
or standby.

The proposed rule would require the
owner/operator of a uranium recovery facility to
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maintain records that confirm that impoundments
have been constructed according to the
requirements.

In summary, we are here today asking for
your comments on the proposed rule. And as
previously mentioned, the comment period ends on
October 29", 2014. We are looking forward to
hearing from you.

Thank you.

MS. SUTIN: Okay. We will get started. 1I'’d
like to call up our first speaker, Thomas
Johnson.

MR. JOHNSON: Thomas Johnson, T-h-o-m-a-s,
Johnson, J-o-h-n-s-o-n. And I’'m just representing
myself today.

MS. SUTIN: I’m sorry, we don’t have a
microphone for you yet. So if you don’t mind
projecting as loudly as you can, that would be
great.

MR. JOHNSON: That’s okay. I’'ve been told
I'm loud before.

So my comment today is that I was very
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disappointed in the rule that was proposed
because in my opinion the purpose of the EPA is
to protect people and the environment from harm.

Unfortunately, the EPA did not do an
analysis of at what level radon emissions are
indeed harmful. I don’t think you looked at the
risk to humans, real humans, rather than
imaginary fence line humans. And you didn’t look
at the need to regulate radon emissions, if
indeed a need exists.

The reason I phrase my comment in that
fashion is because what we would like to do, I
believe, as a regulatory body, 1is protect people
from harm. That should be our number one goal.

Unfortunately, no one has ever
demonstrated harm from being around a Subpart W
facility. Certainly workers have demonstrated
harm based on epidemiologic studies.

However, multiple studies have been
performed by people such as John Boice, the
National Institutes of Health, that have

demonstrated there is no increased risk of cancer
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in the areas and the communities surrounding
uranium mills.

Furthermore, the EPA continues to utilize
the National Academy of Sciences report in which
they do say that the linear no-threshold model
upon which EPA bases its risk is only a construct
and may or may not reflect reality. It is only
used as a convenience.

I would hope the EPA would consider that
as well as the French National Academy of
Science’s rebuttal to the linear no-threshold
model.

Furthermore, the EPA should consider the
Health Physics Society’s position statement when
looking at radon emissions from these facilities.
We should be looking at doses to real people, not
imaginary people. We should also be doing things
such as measuring doses.

Unfortunately, the levels that EPA
currently regulates, Subpart W, are almost
impossible to measure in any meaningful fashion
and only doses can be modeled to people.
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To give you an example of how low the EPA
limits are and how difficult it is to measure, I
took a radiation measuring device with me today
to the parking garage to here. The variation in
radiation levels at the parking garage at 1660
Wynkoop over here to over here, was approximately
10 microrems per hour.

Next to my car in the parking lot I read
approximately 25 microrems per hour on the fourth
floor. Here I am reading approximately 15
microrems per hour.

If you look at the EPA regulation, which
says we should only have 25 millirems per year,
that parking garage is in direct wviolation of the
EPA’s dose recommendations —-- or rules, rather,
not recommendations —-- because this would
translate to approximately 3 microrems per hour
at the fence line dose for many of these
facilities.

Not only is this less than -- it’s not
only difficult to measure, the natural

variability in a place like downtown Denver 1is
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greater than that, let alone a place where we
have more bodies, we have naturally occurring
structures that can create differences far
greater than that.

The other things I noticed about the
Subpart W was that the EPA certainly did consider
the costs. And you did use your linear no-
threshold model exactly to figure out how to
minimize doses to the public.

Unfortunately, you did not take a
holistic view. If you look at some of the new
requirements that would be imposed, it would
require large quantities of earth moving
equipment, movement of water. And these things,
it’s been shown time and time again, anytime you
use earth moving equipment, and anytime you move
large quantities of dirt, there will be
fatalities and injuries.

This was not considered by EPA. We need
to take a holistic view of the entire worker
environment.

One of the other things EPA failed to
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consider is the most dangerous thing there is,
according to the Department of Labor, and that is
for a person to be out of work. So the impact of
these regulations on the number of people hired,
or the potential for facilities to be operated or
not operated, was also not considered by the EPA.

This is unfortunate because there 1is
actually a name in epidemiology for people who do
not work. It’s called the Healthy Worker Effect.
Those people who do have work and find work are
considered healthier and have been proven to be
healthier by epidemiologists.

And in fact people who work in industries
that deal with radiocactivity have the most
profound work Healthy Worker Effect.

So I would ask the EPA consider all of
these things in this rule making and in any
future rule makings, and take a more holistic
view of not just a single item and single-
mindedly pursue the emissions of radon but rather
look at the entire health of the population and
the people who live near these facilities.
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Thank you.

MS. SUTIN: Thank you, Mr. Johnson.

Next if we could have Frank Filas.

MR. FILAS: Good morning.

MS. SUTIN: Good morning.

MR. FILAS: My name 1is Frank Filas. I am
vice president of permitting and environmental
affairs for Energy Fuels Resources. Our company
is currently America’s largest conventional
uranium producer, supplying approximately 25
percent of the uranium produced in the United
States in 2013.

We have significant concerns with the
proposed regulations as it appears that the EPA
is attempting to impose dual regulation over
portions of uranium recovery operations that are
already sufficiently regulated by the NRC and
Agreement States.

We don’t believe that the EPA needs to
regulate very low level radiation sources such as
evaporation or holding ponds. We recommend that
the Subpart W regulation be limited to size and
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number restrictions for tailings impoundments and
other permanent byproduct disposal facilities.

We believe that the “one-size fits all”
approach of mandating one meter of water cover
over evaporation and holding ponds is unnecessary
and wasteful of scarce and valuable water
resources. The EPA stated the following in its
October 1984 Final Rule for Radon-222 Emissions
from Licensed Uranium Mill Tailings in its
Response to Comments:

“Recent technical assessments of radon
emission rates from tailings indicate that radon
emissions from tailings covered with less than
one meter of water, or merely saturated with
water, are about 2 percent of emissions from dry
tailings. Tailings covered with more than one
meter of water are estimated to have a zero
emissions rates.

The Agency believes this calculated
difference between 0 percent and 2 percent is
negligible. The Agency used an emission rate of
zero for all tailings covered with water or
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saturated with water in estimating radon
emissions.”

Again, this is from a 1984 EPA Response
to Comments.

Clearly, there would be very little
benefit to be gained by requiring one meter of
water cover over material that is already
saturated with a minimal water cover. Instead
there would be a significant waste of water
resources through evaporation of an excessive and
unnecessary water cover.

EPA’s calculation of reduced radon
emissions 1is incorrect as there would only be a 2
percent reduction in emissions with one meter of
water, not 93 percent stated in the rationale for
this proposed rule.

In addition, the EPA’s cost estimates for
maintaining such a water cover are low by many
orders of magnitude. We estimate that it will
cost millions of dollars to drill deep wells of
1,000 feet or more, or pipelines of many miles to
supply the additional water needed at
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conventional mill facilities.

Evaporation ponds are designed to remove
solution through evaporation, not to add water.
An additional one meter of water cover would also
incur the need for building larger ponds at
significant additional cost.

EPA’s proposed replacement of the word
“tailings” by “byproduct materials or tailings”
in the definition for “Operation” is inconsistent
with NRC regulations and appear to be an attempt
by the EPA to circumvent the previous rescission
of Subpart T of 40 CFR, Part 61.

Further, we disagree with EPA’s assertion
that “the operational life of the heap leach pile
be from the time that lixiviant is first placed
on the heap leach pile until the time of the
final rinse.”

As long as the heap is being leached, the
ore on the heap is being processed. It does not
become 1le. (2) byproduct material until leaching
is permanently discontinued.

The heap leaching cycle is essentially no
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different in theory than the successive leaching
of uranium that occurs in the counter current
decantation or CCD circuit of a conventional mill
where the ore pulp from the leach circuit is
successively further leached in a series of
thickeners. The material does not become
tailings —— i.e.; lle.(2) byproduct material —-
until it leaves the final thickener and is
discharged to the tailings impoundment.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
Energy Fuels will provide more detailed comments
at a later date, plus my colleagues will be
providing testimony in subsequent public hearing
sessions. I would be happy to answer any
questions that you might have.

MS. SUTIN: Thank you very much.
Next if we could have Sarah Fields.
MS. FIELDS: My name is Sarah Fields. And I

represent Uranium Watch in Moab, Utah.

Thank you for the opportunity to come
here and provide oral comments. I wish that the

EPA had been able to also hold hearings in the
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vicinity of the communities that will be affected
by these regulations.

Earlier, as you were planning the Subpart
W rule making, you went to communities into the
city and White Mesa and other - I think some
other communities. But this time apparently you
didn’t have the funding to actually go to those
communities with the most important aspect of the
rule making, which is the proposed rule.

I was very disappointed in the Federal
Register Notice. It contains incomplete,
outdated, erroneous and misleading information.
One thing I noted was that the EPA sent letters
to uranium mill licensees asking questions about
their mills and 1lle. (2) byproduct material
impoundments, but failed to send letters to the
Sweetwater and Shootaring Canyon Mill licensees,
or at least you didn’t post those letters and you
didn’t post any responses.

Also, you sent a letter to Energy Fuels
to —— you sent two letters, one was responded to

and the second was not responded to. And the EPA
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didn’t follow up on that.

The EPA justifies the elimination of the
radon emission standard for “existing”
impoundments. That would be the White Mesa Mill,
Shootaring Canyon and the Sweetwater Mills.

Based on various assertions the EPA claims that
the White Mesa Cell 3 will close at the end of
2014. That appears not to be true.

According to recent documents from Energy
Fuels, they plan on keeping Cell 3 open to
receive ISL waste because they cannot dispose of
ISL waste in the new Cell 4 until more solid
tailings have been disposed of in Cell 4A so
there is a base for the burial of the ISL waste
which is not processed.

And then they would need a license
amendment to authorize the disposal of ISL waste
in Cell 4A.

And since they plan on closing —- putting
the mill on standby at the end of 2014, I don’t
know when exactly they would be able to use Cell

4A for the disposal of ISL waste. So there is no
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basis for the assumption that Cell 3 would close
at the end of 2014.

Also, the EPA claims that both the
Shootaring Canyon and Sweetwater impoundments
comply with the new requirements, requirements
for new impoundments in 40 CFR 61.252(b).

This again is not true. The EPA claimed
that the Shootaring Canyon Mill has a synthetic
liner. It does not have a synthetic liner. So
maybe if you asked for more information from the
licensee about that impoundment you would have
learned that it has a clay liner. ©Unless you're
going to redefine the meaning of synthetic to
mean clay, it does not have a synthetic liner.

Also, the Sweetwater impoundment is 60
acres, 1it’s not 40 acres. So it does not meet
the 40 acre requirement for a new impoundment.

So in sum, I don’t think there is the
factual basis for removing the requirement for
the radon emissions —-- for monitoring and
reporting the radon emissions from these existing
impoundments. And the EPA should remember that
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Subpart W is an emissions standard. 1It’s a
standard that’s supposed to regulate the
emissions. And normally that means setting a
limit on what those emissions are going to be.
Yet the EPA intends to completely eliminate any
requirement —-- any kind of limitation on these
radon emissions at operating uranium mills.

Now there is only going to be a design
work ——- the design and work practice standards
for conventional ISL and heap leach facilities.
And I believe that this does not comply with the
requirements of the Clean Air Act exception
112 (h).

In the Federal Register, notice that you
didn’t mention Section 112 (h) at all. 112(h) is
work practice standards and other requirements.
And it says what the purpose is of this section.
And that is Section 112 and these regulations are
being promulgated pursuant to Section 112 of the
Clean Air Act.

It says for the purposes of this section,
if it is not feasible in the judgment of the
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administrator to prescribe or enforce an
emissions standard for control of a hazardous air
pollutant or pollutants, the administrator may in
lieu thereof promulgate a design, equipment, work
practice or operational standard or combination
thereof.

So what that means is that the EPA is
going to promulgate a design, equipment, work
practice or operational standard or combination
in place of an emissions standard. The
administrator must find that it is not feasible
to prescribe or enforce an emissions standard.

Although the administrator could not make
that finding certainly for conventional uranium
mills because you already have such a standard.

For decades you have shown that such a
standard is feasible. 1It’s feasible to measure
the radon emissions from these conventional
impoundments. I think it would have been really
helpful if the EPA in the Federal Register Notice
had discussed this provision and how that —-

these Clean Air Act requirements affect this
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rulemaking. I also think that for liquid
impoundments it is possible to calculate the
radon emissions.

So under my reading of the Clean Air Act,
there must be an emission standard and the EPA —-
unless the administrator finds that such an
emissions standard is not feasible. And the
administrator has not done so.

And then another aspect of the proposed
rule is the question of the radon flux from
liquid impoundments. In the evaporation pond
risk assessment at Table 2, it contains
information about the radon flux for various
radium concentrations, and shows the radon flux
for 3 conventional mills and 8 ISL facilities
under concentrations of 1, 100 or 1000 picocuries
per liter.

However, the EPA didn't actually
incorporate the actual data on what the radon
flux is for specific liquid impoundments.

MS. SUTIN: You have one minute.

MS. FIELDS: Okay. And I think the EPA
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should have obtained actual data and information
on —- as to what the current radon flux is at
impoundments such as White Mesa Mill and at other
liquid impoundments, the Sweetwater and ISL
facilities, so they would have a more accurate
picture of what the radon emissions actually are.
There is recent data from White Mesa. I will
include some of that data in my other written
comments.

Let’s see —— well, maybe in the second
round of comments I will be able to touch on a
few other things.

Thank you.

MS. SUTIN: Thank you, Ms. Fields.

MS. FIELDS: Fields, F-i-e-1-d-s, and Sarah
with an H.

MS. SUTIN: We are still trying to figure out
the IT issues here, but I’'m going to take one
more speaker and then we will take a break so
that they can come in and —-- they have to shut
everything down and start it back up again. So
we will have one more speaker and then we will
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take a short break and come back.

If I could have Anthony Thompson.

MR. THOMPSON: My name is Anthony Thompson. I
am one of a number of speakers on behalf of the
National Mining Association. I was the lead
counsel for then the American Mining Congress and
now the National Mining Association in filing
comments on Subpart T and Subpart W. And then
was the lead negotiator for the American Mining
Congress on the rescission of Subpart T which
applied to inactive mill tailings impoundments,
as opposed to Subpart W, which applies to active
mill tailings impoundments.

And I believe that there is some
confusion in the draft about what is an active
mill tailings impoundments under Subpart W and
what is an inactive mill tailings impoundment
that would have been under Subpart T but is now
under NRC regulations.

And I point out that during the year or
so that the rescission of Subpart T was

negotiated with EPA, with representatives —-- NGO,
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with NRC and Agreement States listening in —-- was
a very complex operation and it required —--
before rescission of Subpart T it required
changes to NRC’s 10 CFR, Part 40, Appendix A
regulations. And those are reflected in Criteria
6. And I will mention that it’s very important
that EPA go back and look at this. And I’'m sure
we will say this in more detail in the comments
that NMA files.

I don’t have the actual Federal Register
pages but at one point we talk about in the
proposal that after the uranium moves out of the
heap what remains is 1lle. (2). And to the extent
that active leaching is ceased, that's correct.
What remains is a waste. And when it becomes a
waste it’s lle. (2).

But is not subject to Subpart W because
it is an inactive tailings impoundment and would
be subject to the requirements in Criterion 6 if
it’s going to be closed in place of Appendix A to
begin final remediation as soon as practicable.

And so I think that is part of a problem
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that comes from the definition of operations
which Mr. Peake mentioned.

We agree that a standby mill is still
operational. Certainly a mill that is actually
producing uranium, even if it stops for various
periods during the year, it is an operational
facility until the day closure begins.

And when the closure begins, it steps out
of the Subpart W realm and it would be in what
was Subpart T, but which is —-- no longer exists
and i1s subject again to the modifications in
Criterion 6 of NRC’s regulations.

For example, the definition of
operational seems to suggest that if you’re
continuing to put tailings on a tailings pile,
that that somehow means it is still operational.
And that is clearly an incorrect assumption if
you go back and look at the rescission of
Subpart T.

For example, it explicitly identified in
Criterion 6 is —-- where a mill tailings pile
could be closed in sections, the Western Nuclear
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pile.

And the requirement is that if you say
you’re going to close down a third of it in one
year, then you have to measure the radon 20
picocuries per meter squared per second over that
closed part. And then when you do the next
third, you have got to do the same thing. But
that clearly implies that you have part of a
tailings pile open and you’re putting tailings
in. If you put the mill in the pile, it can’t be
an operational facility. And so if you are then
bringing windblown tailings into the impoundment,
if you bring —-—- if you have —- as explicit in
Subpart W, if you have, for example, an
evaporation pond either beside, as at Western
Nuclear, or on top of a tailings impoundment that
is doing groundwater corrective action actively
and you need to leave a portion of the pile open,
that is explicitly provided for in Criterion 6 if
you can show you meet the 20.

So there are situations where you are

going to be putting 1l.e(2) byproduct material,
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whatever it may be —- it could be portions of the
mill, it could be windblown tailings, it could be
the liners from an evaporation pond long after

the mill is gone, long after there is any active
processing. And that is not subject to Subpart W.

I think we will explain this in more
detail in the detailed comments but that is my
primary comment for the morning.

MS. SUTIN: Thank you, Mr. Thompson.

Okay. I think we will take a ten minute
break to resolve our microphone issues and we
will be back.

Thanks.

(Whereupon, a recess was taken.)

MS. SUTIN: Okay. So let’s get going again.
I apologize for the delay and I think we are good
now.

If I could have Christopher Pugsley.

MR. PUGSLEY: Good morning. I thank you for
having me today.

My name is Christopher Pugsley and I am a
partner and member of the law firm of Thompson
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and Pugsley. And I serve as outside counsel to
the National Mining Association.

My comments today will be strictly
limited to statutory and regulatory definitions
and interpretations because I believe, as
everyone here knows, sometimes the most
complicating factors associated with any type of
statutory program lies in the definitions of
terms, materials, and the execution and use of

those definitions.

If I can take a few minutes to talk about

something that happened about 36 years ago when
Congress passed the Uranium Mill Tailings
Radiation Control Act of 1978, which amended the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954 to define a new class
of materials from uranium recovery facilities
known as 1l.e(2) byproduct material.

What people focus on these days is what
is 11.e(2) and how is it managed and what
agencies are required to deal with it. What is
not talked about is the institutional memory

associated with why that statute was passed in
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the first place.

The issue was to deal with a class of
materials that was previously known as tailings.
And tailings itself were defined back then not as
tailings impoundments but as tailings piles. And
that is important to know going forward because
the reason Congress passed this statute was
because there were issues associated with
potential radiation risks associated with
tailings or solid materials that were generated
from uranium recovery operations and stored in
tailings piles.

Many of these materials on several
occasions were used for road fill, foundation
materials for buildings and homes. Hence, the
folks that deal with radon on a regulation basis
know that it’s an issue to use these things for
foundation materials because radon is at its most
dangerous in an enclosed area.

So when the statute was passed in 1978,
there was a dichotomy of regulatory authority
that Congress bequeathed on two agencies.
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First was to the Environmental Protection
Agency to propose generally applicable standards
associated with the management and containment of
the 11.e(2) byproduct material at mill tailings
facilities.

The second was through the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, which was to —-—- they were
directed to implement and execute and enforce
EPA’s generally applicable standards.

Now, with that said, you have heard many
people in the industry talk about that program
and how the EPA does it. The EPA has a proposed
rule hopefully coming out sometime in the next
few months, 40 CFR, Part 192. Those are
generally applicable standards.

The one part people do not talk about are
the definitions of materials that are defined not
by EPA, and not by NRC, but by Congress.

Congress defined what 11.e(2) was. And it’s the
tailings and other wastes associated with uranium
recovery or processing ores primarily for the
source material content, in this case uranium.
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What I’d like to talk about briefly today
is how important definitions are to this proposed
rule. And I would like to start with 11l.e(2)
itself and who has the authority to deal with
this.

The NRC, the Commission, and not the
Environmental Protection Agency, have exclusive
federal preemptive authority over 1l.e(2)
byproduct material. If you need a reference for
that see the Staff Requirements Memorandum that
was issued by the Commission in the year 2000
responding to a paper known as SECY, S-e-c-y-99-
023, otherwise known in the industry space as the
concurrent jurisdiction decision, in which there
was a dispute from the what was then known as the
Office of the Executive Legal Director, and now
known as the Office of General Counsel at NRC,
over whether states who are non-agreement states
had dual or concurrent jurisdiction over 1l.e(2)
byproduct material, or more specifically the non-
radiological components of 1l.e(2).

The Commission, acting under its
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exclusive authority from Congress, determined
that the NRC and not EPA, not states, and no
other agency had exclusive preemptive
jurisdiction over both the radiological and non-
radiological components of 1l.e(2) byproduct
material.

Thus, meaning the Commission has the
exclusive authority to define what is and what is
not 11.e(2) byproduct material.

This is important because EPA should take
care in its proposed rule to assess its
definitions as they are currently written to look
back on its administrative rulemaking records
from the December 1989 final rule on Subpart W
and adequately assess where they are going in
terms of jurisdictions.

Under the Clean Air Act, the EPA is not
delegated any authority to define what is and
what is not 1l.e(2) byproduct material. They
cannot define what are known as tailings.

And as my colleague, Anthony Thompson,
said earlier, there are multiple classes of
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materials that are considered waste at a uranium
recovery facility, hence 1l.e(2) byproduct
material. But as we like to say, all tailings
are 11.e(2) byproduct material, but not all
11.e(2) byproduct materials are tailings.

For example, as Tony said, the mill
itself, if not sufficiently decontaminated for
resale of scrap or whatever offsite disposal
might be, can be thrown into the tailings
impoundment as 11.e(2). But no one thinks that
the mill building are tailings in the
conventional sense.

And that takes us to the next point,
which are fluid retention impoundments. As I
said before, the Administrative rule making
records associated with EPA’s initial Subpart W

rule identified tailings as piles.

And that is —- makes sense because you’re

using the definition as articulated by Congress
of tailings.
The last time I checked, water is not

stored in piles. So in my opinion it cannot be
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demonstrated that when talking about tailings,
you’re talking about water or any radionuclides
that are in the water.

EPA is also not delegated any authority
under the Mill Tailings Act to define what is and
what is not 11.e(2) byproduct material. Congress
defined the term, the Commission is empowered to
determine what is and what is not.

All EPA can do is propose generally
applicable standards for how to deal with 1l.e(2)
byproduct material which the Commission or NRC
has to enforce.

There are several examples of this where
the Commission has exercised its authority over
defining what is 1l.e(2) and how a state or
another entity other than the Commission may
regulate it.

For example, in the year 2000 the folks
in the in-situ field, known as the Milling
Underground Decision, where the Commission
defined restoration fluid from an ISR operation

as 11l.e(2) byproduct material. This is a
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Commission prerogative to define that.

EPA is not allowed to define tailings as
restoration fluid because it is not within their
statutory authority.

Another example is when the State of
Texas as an Agreement State tried to alter the
definition of 11.e(2) byproduct material. The
then —— I believe it was then called the Office
of General Counsel at NRC —-- basically told Texas
that either you will revise your definition to be
consistent with that of the Mill Tailings Act or
you could risk losing your Agreement State
authority. And, of course, Texas changed the
definition.

Another was a recent example in South
Dakota where they had rules that were coming out
that could regulate 11.e(2) byproduct material.
And the General Counsel’s Office sent a letter to
the state saying you have no authority to
regulate this because you’re not an Agreement
State, that rests with the Commission.

So what basically the point that I'm
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trying to make here today is before we start
analyzing the nuances associated with the
technical/safety and environmental aspects of
this proposed rule, it is critical that EPA go
back and look at its jurisdictional authority
under the Clean Air Act for these regulations and
to make sure that their definitions do not
impermissibly infringe on the exclusive federal
brand of authority that the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission has over 1l.e(2) byproduct material,
or what the rule calls uranium byproduct
material.

And to ensure that EPA looks back at its
past administrative record to make sure that the
rule —-- that the statute and the rule that was
supposed to address tailings does not overstep
its authority into other areas, such as fluid
retention impoundments, because again water are
not tailings.

So thank you for your time.

MS. SUTIN: Thank you, Mr. Pugsley.
MR. PUGSLEY: P-u-g-s-l-e-vy.
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MS. SUTIN: Okay. If we could have Katie
Sweeney, please.

MS. SWEENEY: S-w-e—-e-n-e-y, Katie,

K-a-t—-i-e —- there is lots of ways to spell it.
Good morning. I’'m Katie Sweeney. I am
with the National Mining Association. We

represent most of the producers of most of

America’s minerals, including uranium. We

represent producers of domestic uranium, as well

as companies that are undertaking exploration

projects or have pending applications for

development of domestic uranium mining projects.
I know there is going to be several

speakers from NMA over the next day or so but we

43

really are divvying up the topics. And today I’m

going to be addressing the potential, the very

serious and significant potential for overlapping

and duplicative regulations under the proposed
rule.

So I think my issues follow very nicely
from what Chris Pugsley was saying because he

described the rules of NRC and EPA under the
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Atomic Energy Act as amended by UMTRCA.

But let’s talk about those standards as
they apply to impoundments. So EPA has generally
applicable standards NRC implements. Here EPA,
under the proposed rule, is alleging it's acting
under its Clean Air Act authority, but truly it
is kind of upending the structure of the —- the
structure that Congress intended when it divvied
it up, certain roles to EPA and to NRC.

So generally EPA does the standards, NRC
implements. And this is the way it worked when
EPA did its 1983 standards on liners. NRC
amended its regulations to conform to EPA’s
standards. This was recognized in the current
Subpart W as it stands now, not the proposal.

In Section 61252(b)12, they specifically
talk about phased and continuous disposal in
impoundments operated in accordance with 40 CFR
192.32(a), as determined by the NRC.

So there was recognition when Subpart W
was originally promulgated that NRC played that

role. The NRC —-- that the implementing would
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approve those impoundments, et cetera.

The proposal as it stands now completely
eliminates that reference to NRC’s rule, which
really confirms industry suspicions that EPA is
trying to carve out a new role for itself here in
approval of these impoundments, reviewing the
records for these impoundments, even though NRC
would have already have done that.

So we think that EPA needs to go back and
look at the rulemaking as proposed and reconsider
the way it doesn’t reflect Congress’ intent on
what EPA and NRC’s roles over these types of
materials are.

And I guess kind of as an overall
statement, NMA doesn’t really see —— and I think
more speakers are going to get into this later —-
what the risk is here and why this rulemaking is
even needed i1if the risks are so minimal.

But if EPA does move forward with the
rulemaking, it should certainly aspire to
eliminating opportunities for dual regulation.

We really don’t need to have two agencies
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regulating the same thing. It’s just a waste of
resources not only for the industry but for the
regulators as well. I think EPA needs to more
clearly understand its role here and reflect that
in any proposal moving forward.

Thank you.

MS. SUTIN: Thank you, Ms. Sweeney.

Next if we could have Oscar Paulson.

MR. PAULSON: Good morning. My name is Oscar
Paulson. That’s P-a-u-l-s-o-n. And I am here to
discuss specifically research funded by the
National Mining Association on determining radon
flux from fluid retention impoundments at uranium
recovery sites.

Now, the preamble for the proposed rule
states our survey of existing ponds shows that
they contain liquids, and as such this general
practice has been sufficient to limit the amount
of radon emitted from the ponds in many cases to
almost zero.

Because of the low potential for radon

emissions from these impoundments, we do not
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believe it is necessary to monitor them for radon
emissions.

The preamble continues and also states
the effect of radon emissions from ponds are so
low that it is difficult to determine whether
there is any contribution above background radon
values.

And the preamble also states we are also
proposing that there is no maximum area
requirement for the size of these ponds since the
chance of radon emissions is small. Our basis
for this determination is that radon emissions
from the pond will be expected to be very low
since the liquid in the ponds acts as an
effective barrier of radon emissions.

Given that Radon-222 has a very short
half-1life, 3.8 days, there is simply not enough
time for approximately 98 percent of the radon
produced by the solids or from the solution to
migrate to the water surface and cross the water-
air interface before decaying.

These statements are fully supported by
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the research that was funded by the National
Mining Association and conducted by Energy
Laboratories Incorporated in Casper, Wyoming.

Now, this research was performed to
determine Radon-222 flux at the surface of water
containing Radon-226 in solution and of course
its decay product, Radon-222 with equilibrium
under controlled laboratory conditions,
essentially inside of a controlled building,
undisturbed, at constant temperature, using an
accepted method of determining Radon-222 flux.

Now, this accepted method specifically is
the one that uses large area activated charcoal
canisters as described in the paper, Radon Flux
Measurements on Gardner and Royster Phosphogypsum
Piles near Tampa and Mulberry, Florida.

This is the currently accepted method of
determining compliance to the radon flux
standards in 40 CFR Part 61.253, determining
compliance as part of the Subpart W rule, the
current Subpart W rule. And this method is known

as Method 115.
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Now, by using this already approved
method for collection of radon flux data from the
surface of tailings and tailings impoundments,
the data gathered in the course of this study of
flux from fluid surfaces can be effectively
compared with other detector -- other data
collected in prior compliance monitoring work
using large area activated charcoal canisters
since the measurement method is the same.

Now, in the study that Energy
Laboratories did, they set up five barrels
containing the ionized water with Radium-226
activities created by dissolving a traceable
Radium-226 standard in the water in the barrels.

And the five barrels contained Radium-226
in activities of zero picocuries per liter —-
that’s with no radium added -- 5,000 picocuries
per liter, 10,000 picocuries per liter, 15,000
picocuries per liter, and finally the last barrel
had radium solution at 20,000 picocuries per
liter.

These solutions were then allowed to
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reach equilibrium so that the Radon-222
activities, the daughter product of Radon-226,
were allowed to reach equilibrium in these
solutions and obtain the same activity as the
parent, the radium.

This was basically done by allowing the
fluids to sit uncovered in the barrels for 40
days, which is slightly over ten half-lives for
the Radon-222, the daughter product.

Styrofoam floats were created to float

the large area activated charcoal canisters over

50

the radium bearing and radon bearing water in the

barrels. The large air activated charcoal
canisters then were placed on top of the
fiberglass floats so that any flux that would
pass from the fluid would go through the
canisters and the Radon-222 captured by the
charcoal within the canisters.

And this was done a number of times on
the fluids in the five barrels. Well, the
results were as follows:

Radon-222 flux from water surfaces even
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in the case of high Radium-226 and Radon-222
activities were minimal. And in the case of
Radium-226 activities up to 5,000 picocuries per
liter with equivalent activity in Radon-222, they
were within the range and variability of natural
background assuming a typical planet-wide
background flux of 1 to 2 picocuries per meter
squared second. And this background flux is
provided by SENES Consultants Limited.

Construction of a fluid retention
impoundment and filling it with water containing
up to 5,000 picocuries per liter of Radium-226
would merely displace normal background flux of
the surface soils over which the impoundment was
constructed.

For this reason specifically, the very
low radon flux from fluid surfaces, there is no
need to monitor radon emissions from fluid
retention impoundments, nor any reason to
regulate the size or number of such impoundments
as their emissions would be indistinguishable
from background.
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Thank you.
Are there any questions?

MS. SUTIN: Hold on, Mr. Paulson.

MR. PEAKE: Were any of the barrels agitated
at any time or was it just still —-

MR. PAULSON: The barrels were not agitated,
they were left stationary in a temperature
controlled room. An interesting side, the data
for this study was presented at a joint National
Mining Association Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Uranium Recovery Workshop. And the Power Point
presentation with all of the data in tabular form
is on the Environmental Protection Agency Subpart
W website so it can be regqularly reviewed by
anyone should the need arise.

MS. SUTIN: Thank you, Mr. Paulson.

Okay. At this time I would like to call
back up Sarah Fields.

MS. FIELDS: This is Sarah Fields with
Uranium Watch. And I wanted to follow up with
some of the statements that have been made by the

NMA and Mr. Paulson.
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Regarding Subpart W, I don’t believe that
anything in the Clean Air Act states that the EPA
can only regulate radon emissions from 11.e(2)
byproduct material. My understanding of the
Clean Air Act is that it directs the EPA to
regulate radionuclides, including radon. There
is no mention of only regulating radon from
11.e(2) byproduct material at uranium recovery
operations.

So the efforts to —-—- or the statements
made that appear to want to limit any regulation
of radon at uranium recovery facilities to the
radon that is emitted by 1l.e(2) byproduct
material, and therefore eliminating possibly the
material that —-- the ligquid impoundments is
incorrect.

In fact, I also believe that the EPA
should regulate the radon emissions from ore
piles, from the ore pads. And that conventional
mills and heap leach facilities —-- the ore which
does not have the uranium removed also releases a

great deal of radon. And yet the EPA has not
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taken it upon themselves to even consider
regulating this major source of radon.

In your discussion of heap leach
operations, it will take quite a while before the
ore is placed in an impoundment prior to the
leaching of a heap leach impoundment with the
lixiviant. And during that time a lot of radon
will be released from heap leach impoundments.

And then as ore is stored at conventional
mills you have dust, you have releases of radon.
And I think the EPA should take a hard look at
also regulating these sources of radon at uranium
mills.

Also there seems to be a concern that
under Subpart W that there is now a requirement
for the approval of new impoundments. Well,
that’s been the case since 1989 because under
Subpart A, which under general requirements in
Section 61.07, a uranium recovery licensee must
apply for a construction authorization.

The EPA a few years ago approved the

construction impoundments at the proposed Pinon
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Ridge Mill. And in Utah, where the Utah Division
of Air Quality administers and enforces Subpart W
and other radionuclide NESHAPS, White Mesa has
also applied to the Division of Air Quality for
the construction of new impoundments. So, yes,
there is dual regulation.

The NMA seems to believe that dual
regulation is about the worst possible thing that
you can have. I don’t believe that. I think if
the EPA does not want a radon flux standard for
uranium mills, then they should have put a radon
flux standard in Part 192. They didn't do that.
They had a chance to do that but they failed to
do so.

So that was an oversight of the EPA and
probably Subpart W came along because of the
EPA’s failure to establish certain radon flux
standards for uranium mills.

Now, with regard to the emissions from
liquid impoundments. There is recent data
regarding the radium concentration at the
impoundments at the White Mesa Mill. 1In the
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EPA’s evaporation pond risk assessment, they
determine that for the White Mesa Mill liquid
impoundment, that there would be a radon flux of
7 picocuries per liter per second for every 1,000
picocuries per liter of radium.

What the EPA did not do is go to the
White Mesa Mill licensee and get some data as to
exactly how much radium was in specific
impoundments. They could have done that but they
failed to do so. But there is recent data in the
November 1°%, 2013 White Mesa Mill 2013 annual
tailings wastewater monitoring report for the
groundwater discharge permit. And this document
is available on the Division of Radiation Control
website. There is data.

And my calculations are just based on the
EPA’s determination of what the radon flux would
be based on the amount of radium in a tailings
impoundment —-- in a ligquid impoundment. And in
this case at White Mesa, they have a liquid
impoundment on two —-- two tailing cells that also
receive tailings, so that’s Cell 3 and Cell 4A.
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And then at White Mesa, they have two
impoundments that are just receiving liquids.
That’s Cell 1, which is an older impoundment, and
the newer Cell 4B. So based on the Gross Radium
Alpha for Cells 1, 3, 4A and 4B the radon
emissions go from 102 to 573 picocuries per meter
squared per second. And that’s rather high,
that’s a little bit above the negligible —- a
little bit above 20 picocuries, the current
standard for solid tailings, which is 20
picocuries per meter squared per second.

Now, all I have is this data. Perhaps
Energy Fuels Resources would have a different
take on this. Perhaps if the EPA looked at this
data they would have a different take on this.
But the fact is the EPA did not look at this
data. The EPA did not keep doing research on
some of these pertinent aspects of uranium mills.
And maybe —-- since I probably have a few more
minutes, go to the question of GACT, generally -—-—

MS. SUTIN: One minute left.

MS. FIELDS: Huh?
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MS. SUTIN: One minute.

MS. FIELDS: Oh, one minute.

Okay. Well, I think maybe I —-- since I have
covered these couple of issues, so maybe I will
save this for this afternoon.

Thank you.

MS. SUTIN: Thank you, Ms. Fields.

Okay. Those were all of the speakers
that we have listed so far. So we will take a
pause 1in the hearing until there are other people
that show up that would like to speak.

Thank you.

(Whereupon, a recess was taken.)

MS. SUTIN: We have a few more speakers.

First we have Steve Brown.

MR. BROWN: Good morning. My name 1is Steve
Brown, B-r-o-w-n, with SENES Consultants of
Englewood, Colorado. And I am signed up to speak
tomorrow but I just wanted to comment on some
things that I heard this morning just very
quickly in regards to the subject of radon

evolution from moisture ponds and so forth.
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Mr. Paulson had made references specific
to an empirical study that was done. And I think
it was you, Tom, that asked a very pertinent
question, would be were they still or were they
agitated in some way.

Let me remind the EPA of the submittal by
SENES Consultants that was submitted by Energy
Fuels to EPA Region 8 in regards to Pinon Ridge
Mill application and background information for
Subpart W application which address the research
of this physics associated with radon evolution
in holding ponds. We have included looking at
research and literature and information and
provided the physics and mathematics, putting
different credible wind speeds across the ponds.

I know several speakers this morning
alluded to essentially —-- and even EPA’s own data
from the days with 2 percent emission from wet
tailings. Radon does not evolve from water
bodies, period. 1It’s a matter of the physics.
And the EPA is well advised in the interest of

the citizens of the United States to look at
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physics and research already in the literature.

Thank you.

MS. SUTIN: Thank you, Mr. Brown.

Next, if we could have Anthony Thompson
again.

MR. THOMPSON: I just want to take this
opportunity perhaps to go into a little bit more
detail when we talk about the issue of
duplicative regulation.

When the Subpart T regulations came out,
the American Mining Congress filed a lawsuit.
Subsequently there were negotiations with EPA,
with the NRC and Agreement States as interested
listeners. And at one point actually NRC thought
we were not part of this so we are not going to
play, but we recognize that if EPA was going to
rescind, then there were going to have to be
changes in NRC’s regulations, NRC had to play.

And I actually went out with —-- at the
request of EPA staff and OGC and EPA sat in the
Commission meeting room with the EPA people to

explain to the commissioner’s assistants why NRC
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should pay attention to this.

This took about a year of long phone
calls working through things and things came out
such as, well, you know that a tailings pile
could have an evaporation pond or a pond on the
surface of the tailings pile, because if the
groundwater corrective action is ongoing -—-—
although you have covered the tailings pile —-- or
you may have, as I mentioned earlier, phased
closure of a pile, or you may want to keep out —-
you may want to keep a portion of a pile open for
11.e(2) from someplace else, which is —-- all of
this was developed through the extensive
negotiations that involved Sierra Club, EPA and
American Mining Congress. And the point here was
to avoid having NRC and EPA both regulate
inactive tailings facilities.

And what EPA wanted with respect to EPA’s
concern and that of the NGO’s was that once they
had shut the mill down, because economics were
not good and they were not going to go any
further, that they would just let the tailings
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pile sit there and emanate radon.

So the idea was —-- and what happened was
before EPA rescinded Subpart T was that NRC
modified its regulations. And I mentioned
Criterion 6 where they have these milestones,
interim cover, et cetera, et cetera, in order to
forego the concern of the NGO and EPA staff that
they would just let the pile sit there.

So, you know, this was all worked out in
rather meticulous detail. And EPA did not
rescind Subpart T until NRC amended its
regulations in accordance with the agreement that
we had as a part of a settlement of a lawsuit.

I might also mention that subsequently
Subpart I of the Clean Air Act regulations was
also rescinded. And it was EPA who said, you
know, we have looked at the fuel cycle
facilities, it’s more than uranium recovery. And
we see that the exposure is way down, you know, a
couple of millirem a year, three or four or
something, but below ten.

And so we said, you know, there is no
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point in having two agencies do things if you
don’t think there is a need to. Well, what came
out of that was the ten millirem constraint
requirement, which really isn’t a regulation, but
if you go above ten millirem at one of these
facilities and go to the public and you have to
explain it.

The point is that what happened with
Subpart T was you had to measure pursuant -—-
because the Clean Air Act Subpart T required
measuring the tailings to ensure that you met 20
average over the whole pile.

The EPA design standard in 192 under the
Atomic Energy Act just was a design standard that
would meet the 20 picocuries.

But as part of the settlement and
rescission, you had to measure it. You had to
demonstrate it’s measured. So that’s just a
little more information why we were able to avoid
overlapping regulation by getting things at EPA,
or EPA and the other groups felt were important,
to sort of ease their concerns, shall we say,
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such as the very timely cover of the tailings and
then the ten millirem constraint.

So thank you.

MS. SUTIN: Thank you, Mr. Thompson.

Anybody else wishing to speak while we
are back on the record?

Okay. Well, we will pause the hearing
again. And if no one has come by 11:30, I think
we will close the morning session and we will
start up again at 1:00 o’clock.

Thank you.

(Whereupon, a recess was taken.)

MS. SUTIN: We will close the morning session
for today and we will start back up again at 1:00
o’clock. This session is officially closed.

Thank you.

(Whereupon, a recess was taken.)

MS. SUTIN: Good afternoon.

My name is Elyana Sutin and I am the
regional judicial officer here in EPA Region 8.
Thank you all for coming this afternoon.

I will be presiding over the hearing
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today. Joining me on the panel is Tom Peake and
Dan Schultheisz from the Office of Radiation and
Indoor Air in headquarters. The hearing is now
in session.

We are here today to listen and receive
your comments on EPA’s proposed revisions to
national emissions standards for radon emissions
from operating mill tailings, also known as 40
CFR, Part 61, Subpart W.

The EPA is proposing to revise certain
portions of the standards based on its
determination as to what constitutes generally
available control technology or management
practices, also known as GACT, for this area
source category.

EPA announced this proposed rule on May
2“; 2014. The comment period started on May 2“;
2014 and was to end on July 31°%, 2014. On July
21°%, EPA extended the comment period until
October 29", 2014.

In a moment Tom will explain in more
detail what was proposed in that notice. But
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before I turn it over to Tom, let me explain a
bit about how today’s hearing will run.

We had a session this morning, as many of
you know, and we have another session this
afternoon from 1:00 until 5:00 p.m. We will have
the same two sessions tomorrow.

Please be sure that you have checked in
to the registration desk even if you are not
planning to speak today. I will call the
scheduled speakers to the podium. When it is
your turn to speak, please state your name, spell
your last name for the court reporter, and your
affiliation before you begin your testimony.

Your comments will be transcribed and included in
the record of the comments of the proposed rule.

In order to ensure that everyone has the
opportunity to speak, and to ensure fairness,
please limit your testimony to ten minutes. We
will signal to you when you have one minute left
to speak. When one minute has passed, I will ask
you to complete your testimony.

There is no pressure to speak for ten
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minutes. If your comments are less than that,
that is fine.

As we did this morning, we will allow
people to speak again as long as that testimony
is new and discreet information that was not
provided in your earlier testimony. We want to
avoid repetition and we also want to avoid
rebuttal of other people’s comments. So you are
welcome to speak again as long it is new
information.

After you finish your testimony members
of the panel may ask clarifying questions. We
are not here today to answer those questions
about the proposed rule. If you have questions
about the process please find one of the EPA
representatives after the hearing.

If you have written copies of your
testimony, or supporting documentation, please
give a copy to our staff at the registration
table. This will be helpful as we prepare the
transcript.

If you have additional comments you would
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like to make you can also submit them in writing.
Comments must be received on or before October
29" at 5:00 p.m.

Let me assure you that EPA gives just as
much consideration to comments we receive in
writing as we do to comments that we receive at
public hearings. Instructions for submitting
comments are included on the fact sheet at the
registration table which you can pick up outside
the door.

Today’s hearing is scheduled to end once
the last registered speaker has provided
comments. So if you would like to testify but
have not registered to do so, please sign up at
the tables outside of the room.

Now I will turn things it over to Tom,
who will summarize the proposed rule.

Thank you.

MR. PEAKE: Thank you.

Hello, my name is Tom Peake, and I am the

director of the Center for Waste Management and

Regulations in the Office of Air and Radiation —-
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Radiation and Indoor Air. And with me is Dan
Schultheisz.

We are here today to receive your
comments on EPA’s proposed rulemaking for the
revisions to the national emission standards for
radon emission, NESHAPS, from operating mill
tailings, also known as Subpart W.

The proposed revisions would require the
use of generally available control technology,
GACT, to limit radon emissions from tailings at
all uranium recovery facilities. Specific
control technologies would be required at
conventional tailings impoundments, evaporation
ponds and heap leach piles.

We are also proposing to add new
definitions to this rule, revise existing
definitions and clarify that the rule applies to
uranium recovery facilities that extract uranium
through the in-situ leach method and the heap
leach method.

Specifically, the EPA is proposing the
following:
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We are clearly stating that the standards
apply to all units that contain uranium byproduct
material. These units include, but are not
limited to, conventional tailings impoundments,
evaporation ponds or other nonconventional
impoundments at uranium recovery facilities, and
heap leach piles.

We are proposing that all uranium
recovery facilities comply with GACT management
practices, including the use of double liners and
leak detection systems.

The proposed rule would remove the
requirement for monitoring radon, but limits the
amount of byproduct material that can be exposed.
For conventional impoundments, proposed to limit
tailings exposure using either phased disposal or
continuous disposal.

For heap leach piles, limit tailings
exposure using phased disposal and maintaining a
30 percent moisture content in the pile.

For evaporation ponds, require at least
one meter of liquid be constantly maintained in
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the pond.

We are proposing to add definitions for
when a uranium recovery facility is in operation
or standby.

And lastly, the proposed rule would
require the owner/operator of a uranium recovery
facility to maintain records that confirm that
impoundments have been constructed according to
the requirements.

In summary, we are here today asking for
your comments on the proposed rule. The comment
period ends on October 29wy 2014. We are looking
forward to hearing from you today.

Thank you.

MS. SUTIN: Okay. I would like our first
speaker to come up and sit in the chair, please.
And that is Douglas Chambers.

MR. CHAMBERS: Thank you very much. I
appreciate the opportunity to be here today. I
was originally scheduled to talk tomorrow morning
so of course my notes are actually back in my

hotel room, so I will do the best I can off of
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the top of my head. So I apologize for any
confusion. I would be very happy to answer
questions. I will be here tomorrow morning in
case something occurs overnight.

In any event, I am Doug Chambers, PhD in
Physics, graduate courses in -- I actually taught
graduate courses as well in atmospheric
dispersion and biostatistics.

I have been in the business of
environmental radiocactivity for longer than I
care to remember, but 40 odd years. I'm
particularly interested in the front-end of the
nuclear fuel cycle and uranium mining and
milling. And in potential health effects
associated with front-end with the fuel cycle,
which the large degree are perceived to be those
associated with exposure to Radon-222.

I have a few general comments to make,
which I originally thought I was limited to five
minutes so I may end at five minutes or I may
carry on to close to ten.

So I'm going to primarily focus on radon,
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radon variability, and a few specific comments to
put in context. It is a bit embarrassing to show
my age but I was involved in the original NESHAPS
discussions with EPA and heavily involved in the
20 picocuries per meter squared per second and
the decision of presumptively safe, which is the
exact terminology if you go back and look at the
rule making.

And I think it is relevant in support of
that, a number of people or so could -- for
example, did calculations of radon concentrations
and dose. For example, for all of the
phosphogypsum stacks in the United States and
other circumstances. And based on their own
calculations, and we had similar results, it was
concluded that radon from uncovered phosphogypsum
stacks and radon at 20 picocuries meters squared
per second did not pose a material health risk to
the people living in the environment. This is
well documented in the extensive annexes to the
BID.

It’s very important to understand that
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radon 1is everywhere. Radon is everywhere because
the parent, Radium-226, is everywhere. And all
soils and rocks contain Radium-226. Building
materials in this building will contain Radium-
226. And some portion of the Radon-222 that is
produced by the radioactive decay of radium is
released, first of all, to the pore space in the
soils, rocks, and building material. And if it
survives long enough before decaying to a solid
radioactive decay product, can be released to the
atmosphere, where it is dispersed in the
atmosphere.

And so basically there is rocks and soil
everywhere so there is radon everywhere. And
radon has a half-life of approximately 3.82 days.

So if you imagine —-- say for example
simply put a sandy material and radon is released
from radium containing matrix in the depth of the
pile, it has to migrate from some depth in
natural materials or soils or radium tailings to
the surface. And if that migration takes longer

than 3.82 days, it will decay to a solid material
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and not actually escape from the surface of the
material.

It is well established that EPA correctly
points out in their rule making and there is a
great deal of documentation, much of it
originating with Tanner from the past, that
indicates or demonstrates quite conclusively
actually that the diffusion coefficient for
Radon-222 in air is 10,000 times greater than it
is in water.

And simply put, that means the length of
time it takes for radon to diffuse through water
is roughly proportionate to the square root of
that. I think there may be a square root missing
in your document. So the bottom line is water is
very effective at attenuating radon gas.

And our experience has been and we can
show by calculation and by measurement actually
that if the pore space in solid material, whether
it’s soils or tailings materials, is filled with
water, the radon release is not zero, but for

practical purposes it’s as close to zero as you
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could imagine.

And therefore basically I would argue
that the difference if you have say uranium
tailings that are saturated and maintained in a
saturated state, there is very little difference
in the amount of radon that would be released
from the surface of the tailings that are
saturated and from tailings that are covered with
10 centimeters or 20 centimeters or a meter of
water.

And it’s not clear from the documentation
that the EPA provided why it is necessary to
maintain a one meter of water cover. One of the
operators may comment, may be more knowledgeable
than I am on the need in the western U.S. to
conserve water in the role of evaporation ponds.

So basically EPA is absolutely correct in
my view in basically saying what I said, that
there is very little difference, you have 2
percent and 98 percent. Water is very effective
in attenuating the release of radon.

And so the only question I have there is
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it is not obvious why you actually need a meter
of water cover. I can understand why you want to
maintain some nominal water cover to maintain
saturation because that would be effectively the
same.

The other thing I want to mention is
radon is everywhere. And the health effects with
radon is associated not with short term
exposures, but with chronic exposures. Typically
we look at annual exposures. I might add that I
am very familiar with the health effects. I
wrote —— which is basically everything you want
to know about levels and exposures like radon.
And I'm a member of NCRP Committee 85 that looked
at radon. And I'm ICRP Committee 2 that is coming
up with those numbers and factors and other
things for radon as well.

And so basically radon is everywhere.
Radon concentration is everywhere. If you
measure radon in the morning and measure at
night, it could easily be different. If you
measure it indoors, it’s much higher than
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outdoors. If you measure it in calm valley
bottoms it’s likely higher in the mornings until
the wind comes up and disperses it.

The bottom line is it’s everywhere. And
EPA and others have published data for wvariation
of ambient radon across the country that ranges
from less than a tenth of a picocurie per liter
to perhaps as much as two, or even more than two
picocuries per liter out of doors.

And I would argue, and I think it’s
pretty defensible that at the levels of radon
from uranium mill tailings, we see it in the
United States or evaporation ponds, there is no
current technology that would enable you to
identify a signal from the incremental radon from
tailings in the light of a variable background
that is typically much higher.

So I think the comments you want to make,
just to repeat, is that water is very effective
at reducing radon flux, number one. Number two,
radon is variable and everywhere.

And I have just one or two more quick
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comments, if I may. I’'m not sure what the time
line is from this document.
MS. SUTIN: You have one-and-a-half minutes.
MR. CHAMBERS: Perfect, almost totally
unrehearsed impromptu, I might add. So I do plan
to submit short written comments with a few
citations.

And one of the things I wanted to take
the opportunity is —-- if I can find it —-- there
is a reference here, I thought I had it marked,
to risk from radon. I apologize, I’'m thumbing
through the document -- here we go.

Yeah, it is on page 25396 of the Federal
Register, there is reference made to estimating
the total cancer risk to populations surrounding
all ten modeled uranium facilities, approximately
4 million people living within 80 kilometers.

The total risk to all 4 is between .0015 and
.0026 cancers per year. I'm not exactly sure
what the average lifetime is but it is probably
in the order of 75 years. To make it easy, make
it 80 years and you come up with a .3 to .4
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cancers, which are essentially lung cancers of
the bronchial epithelial tissues in that 4
million people.

The reality is that if you look at 2014
National Cancer Statistics from the National

Cancer Association of the United States, one in

four of us will develop a cancer —- pardon, one
in two of us will develop a cancer —— I'm almost
done —-- and one in four of us will unfortunately

die from cancer.

For the case of lung cancer,
approximately 6 percent in women and 7 percent in
men will develop lung cancer, which has a high
mortality rate. So that is 7 in a 100 from
natural background.

Okay. So you multiply 7 times 4 million
people, but what you’re adding from the risk that
we see in the Federal Register, which I agree
with is tiny, it’s about 5 decimal points smaller
than the wvariability in natural background. 1It’s
not --

MS. SUTIN: I need you to wrap up, Mr.
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Chambers.

MR. CHAMBERS: I’'m done. I think basically
water attenuates radon, radon levels are
variable, and I agree with EPA that -- in terms
of the reduced monitoring.

Thank you.

MS. SUTIN: Thank you.

Next if we can have Kimberly Morrison.

MS. MORRISON: Hi, my name is Kim Morrison,
last name is spelled M-o-r-r—-i-s-o-n. And I am a
consulting geotechnical engineer representing
Energy Fuels. And I am the environmental manager
for the proposed Sheep Mountain Project in
Wyoming.

The Sheep Mountain Project, which
includes a proposed uranium heap leach facility,
was heavily referenced by the EPA in the
background information for the proposed rules.

However, there is a clear
misunderstanding by the EPA on the concepts of
heap leaching, the reduced level of radium in a

uranium heap leach facility as compared to a
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uranium tailings impoundment, and a fundamental
misunderstanding of the difference between

moisture saturation and moisture content.

When uranium ore is being leached on heap

leach facility, it is actively recovering uranium
and is neither “tailings” nor 1l.e(2) byproduct
material as defined by the Atomic Energy Act.
When uranium recovery is complete, however, the
spent ore then becomes 1l.e(2) byproduct
material.

But at that time the facility is no
longer active nor operational. As such, a heap
leach facility, by definition, is not applicable
to the Subpart W rules that by title are
applicable to mill tailings in operating
facilities.

If the position that heap leach
facilities are applicable to Subpart W is
maintained, then the EPA needs to understand the
various types of heap leach facilities proposed
for uranium recovery. The revised rules focus

merely on regulating in-place permanent
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conventional heap leach facilities, but make no
mention of other facilities, such as on-off heap
leach facilities where material is leached on an
engineered pad after which the leached ore is
removed and placed in a permanent disposal
facility.

The EPA has proposed that heap leach
facilities maintain a minimum moisture content of
30 percent. Based on a review of the background
information, it appears that the EPA are
referring to the moisture content as a percentage
of the weight.

The proposed 30 percent water content is
neither practical nor achievable if the heap
leach facility is operated as intended. To put
the proposed 30 percent moisture content into
perspective, this would correspond to 185 percent
ore saturation for the proposed Sheep Mountain
Project.

As such, this proposed rule would require
that the ore be not only fully saturated but

submerged at all times. We have reviewed the
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background information that EPA used to support
the 30 percent moisture content proposal and
found a number of invalid assumptions in their
approach.

For instance, moisture saturation as a
percent of available void space and moisture
content as a percent of weight are not
interchangeable parameters, nor is the
relationship between the two parameters a
constant.

Low grade ore 1is typically processed by
heap leach methods, and a low grade ore contained
within a heap leach facility emits less radon
than a conventional tailings impoundment of a
similar size assuming similar physical
conditions.

For example, the proposed ore grade —-
excuse me, the ore grade at the proposed Sheep
Mountain Project is approximately 0.1 percent
uranium, while ore grades of about 0.2 to 0.7
percent uranium have been processed at the White

Mesa Mill over the past three years.

OLENDER REPORTING, INC.
1100 Connecticut Avenue NW, #810, Washington, DC 20036
Washington: 202-898-1108 « Baltimore: 410-752-3376
Toll Free: 888-445-3376



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

85

As such, EPA’s one size fits all approach
to setting moisture content requirements and area
requirements for heap leach facilities is overly
conservative and this should be determined
instead based on data and analysis.

In summary, using liquid levels to
control radon emissions from a heap leach
facility conflicts with the overall operational
concept of a heap leach facility. It would
significantly dilute the leaching solution, it
would have an adverse effect on the process, it
would significantly increase the driving head on
the underlying liner system. It would result in
much greater construction and operating costs for
the facilities. And lastly, it would result in
the wasteful consumption of water.

Thank you for your time.

MS. SUTIN: Hold on, Ms. Morrison. We have a
question.

MR. PEAKE: Will you be submitting the
information in detail that you were discussing so

that we will have that in our records?
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MS. MORRISON: Yes. As Frank Filas mentioned
this morning, Energy Fuels is in the process of
preparing a very lengthy comment document. We
are about at thirty pages currently. And it
provides information on all of the various
aspects, including several page discussion
talking about the saturation versus the moisture
content of heap leach facilities and why the 30
percent by weight moisture content is not an
acceptable approach.

MR. PEAKE: And will you be —-- you had
mentioned that there are alternative heap leach
approaches that we did not analyze. Would you be
providing that? Since there aren’t any heap
leach facilities in operation.

MS. MORRISON: In the United States there are
currently no heap leach facilities that recover
uranium. However, there are a number of heap
leach facilities worldwide that are constructed
of various manners. There is Vat leaching, there
is on-off heap leach facilities, there is valley

filled leach facilities.
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With regard to uranium, the only one that
is currently being proposed in the United States
is the Sheep Mountain Project, which is a
conventional heap leach facility.

However, Strathmore Resources looked at
doing Vat leaching for the Gas Hills Project also
in Wyoming. And with regard to other uranium
heap leaches worldwide, I believe it’s the
Rossing facility in Africa that has an on-off
heap leach facility constructed on top of an old
tailings impoundment.

And so with the on-off heap leach
facility, the spent ore is removed from the
engineer pad, placed in a lined facility. So
there are other facilities worldwide.

MR. PEAKE: Okay. Thank you. We will
appreciate getting that information.

MS. MORRISON: Thank you.

MS. SUTIN: Next if we could have Steve
Brown.

MR. BROWN: Thank you again. My name is
Steve Brown, B-r-o-w—-n, Consultant for SENES
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Consultants of Englewood, Colorado. I'm
certified by the American Board of Health
Physics, a diplomate of the American Academy of
Health Physics. I have been a practicing health
physicist for almost forty years. A health
physicist is a physical scientist who concerns
oneself with the monitoring control of
radiocactive material and radiation so nuclear
activities can be used for the benefit of
mankind.

My remarks today are focused on a central
theme of just comparing the then and the now,
i.e., the then relative to why we needed controls
for radon emissions from these types of
facilities way back when versus the circumstances
today at licensed sites under the Atomic Energy
Act of the United States.

So first to start off with perspectives,
origin of the need, under current Subpart W
requirements and proposed revisions, EPA has
assumed that to control public radiological risk

limits must be placed at the source, at the
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location of the tailing cells or the ponds.
These limits are believed necessary to control
the radon emission, which we call the source
term, including numerical limits on radon
emission flux as is in the current version of
Subpart W, as well as limitations on the acreage
of cells that can be used or the amount of
acreage that can be open at any one time,
variations of which appeared in both the current
and the proposed revisions.

Historically, I’'m talking thirty to

89

thirty-five years ago now, such emission controls

of the source were necessary. And direct
outgrowth of the Uranium Mill Tailings Radiation
Control Act of 1978, particularly given the
circumstances of the UMTRCA Title 1 sites, which
were literally abandoned sites when —-- which the
public had direct access to the sites and the
tailings themselves. It was reported at that
time, I was there way back when, that children
are playing on them. And of course there was a

lot of misuse of the materials at that time for
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construction, for roads, for driveways and so
forth.

So back in the context of these Title 1
sites of the past, there needed to be control of
radon emission at the source because the public
had direct access to the source.

However, moving thirty —-- thirty-five
years to the current circumstances, at sites and
facilities licensed under the United States
Atomic Energy Act or the Agreement State
Regulations by NRC, the monitoring and control of
public radiation exposure and dose and related
radiological risk must occur at the closest
location of public access to the licensed
material, i.e., what we refer to as the boundary
of the restricted/unrestricted area.

Quantitative limits are articulated in
the current federal regulations, Title 10, Part
20 Standards for Protection Against Radiation,
and its Appendix B and equivalent sections of
Agreement State regulations.

Examples of specific requirements are

OLENDER REPORTING, INC.
1100 Connecticut Avenue NW, #810, Washington, DC 20036
Washington: 202-898-1108 « Baltimore: 410-752-3376
Toll Free: 888-445-3376



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

listed in my reference section following.

Premise, my premise, accordingly it is
suggested that the application of Subpart W to
uranium mill tailings and other uranium recovery
facilities licensed under the United States
Atomic Energy Act is dual and duplicative of
federal regulations that to me, a physical
scientist, does not appear to provide any
additional radiological risk reduction to the
public.

Now I will not speak to the authorities,
the definitions, the intentions of regulatory or
statutory circumstances, I leave that to my
lawyer colleagues. And as I have said to my
lawyer colleagques, I won’t practice law if you
don’t practice health physics. And I will just
leave it as that.

Argument as follows, the radiological
doses that are risk to the public at the site
boundary from licensed radioactive material
contained within the site are functions of
several important factors, the meteorology, the
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distance, the exposure circumstances, as well as
the emission rate at the source.

However, unlike the legacy of abandoned
uranium tailing sites of the past, i.e., the
UMTRCA Title 1 site for example, the public has
no access to the exposure conditions of the
source of the no restricted area boundary of the
licensed site.

The dose risk only needs to be monitored
and controlled at locations to which the public
has access. The traditional parameters of
concern in Subpart W in regards to public
radiological risk, i.e., the radon emission rate,
maximum per acreage, general acreage exposed at
any time and so forth is not in a direct way
related to public exposure conditions some
distance away, and controlled and monitored at
the licensed boundary locations.

Conclusion, existing federal regulations,
both those of NRC and EPA, establish controls and
limits to the maximum exposed member of the

public, quote, end quote —- for example, 10 CFR
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20.1301.

Accordingly, applications of Subpart W to
uranium recovery related sites and facilities
licensed under the United States Atomic Energy
Act appears to me to be redundant and not
necessary. And my references again include 10
CFR 20 standards for protection against
radiation, 20.1301 dose limits for individual
members of the public limited to 100 millirem per
year to the maximum exposed member of the public
above natural background.

The U.S. NRC 10 CFR 20, Appendix B, Table
2, Column 1, the concentrations of radioactive
materials, including radon on a nuclides specific
basis that can be released to unrestricted areas.

In the case of a licensed facility, that
is where the public has a maximum opportunity to
reside. These concentration limits represent the
average annual concentrations at which if an
individual were exposed continuously at that
concentration would receive a total effective

dose equivalent of 50 millirem per year.
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Now, as a frame of reference, if I have
got another minute or two, in regards to what do
these numbers mean in terms of exposure limits,
I'm quoting here an EPA quote used in Subpart B
of Part 61 in regards to radon emissions from
uranium mines, that’s 10 millirem per year.
Closure under 40 CFR 192, 5 millirem per year. A
closure of abandoned CERCLA sites of 15 millirem
per year.

Honestly people, I don't know how the
tissues of my body know the difference between
those where they come from, but that’s another
matter.

The point is, as a resident of Colorado
I'm going to get 4 to 500 millirem per year
because I live on this planet Earth in this
state. For you folks that live in Washington,
D.C., maybe your annual exposure is 200 to 300
millirem per year. So that difference, depending
on where one chooses to live, i1s an order of
magnitude greater than what we are suggesting we
need to regulate to.
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If T decide to leave my home in Colorado
and go lay on a beach in North Carolina for a
couple of weeks, I would save 15 to 20 millirem
just because of where I choose to take my
vacation. And I can tell you maybe risks at that
level do not need to be controlled.

And I have quoted 40 CFR 190,
Environmental Radiation Protection Standards for
Nuclear Power Operations, USEPA, limiting
exposure from any operation of the fuel cycle to
25 millirem dose equivalent to the whole line.

40 CFR 192, Health and Environmental
Protection Standards for Uranium Mill Tailings,
Subpart D, standards from matters of uranium
byproduct material, both of which is a reference
regards to closure as opposed to operations
that —-- that time frame. But nonetheless, again
establishes the 20 picocuries per meter squared
per second flux limit for the closure of
tailings.

USNRC 10 CFR 40, Appendix A, Criterion 6
also similarly defines and limits exposure of
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that —-- exposure to and the radon emissions.

So in conclusion, I believe that there
are adequate protections in existing law for the
public in regards to these sites. And maybe all
Subpart W needs to do for licensed sites is make
reference to existing regulations and established
law.

Thank you very much. And I will take any
questions.

MS. SUTIN: Up next we have Sarah Fields.

MS. FIELDS: My name is Sarah Fields,
S—-a-r—-a-h, F-i-e-1-d-s. And I am with Uranium
Watch from Moab, Utah.

I think one of the problems that a lot of
us have had who have reviewed this proposed
regulation and the very lengthy Federal Register
Notice is a disconnect between what is in the
Federal Register Notice in the proposed rule and
the reality at conventional mills, ISL, and even
proposed heap leach operations.

I agree with the National Mining
Association that definitions do count. When you

OLENDER REPORTING, INC.
1100 Connecticut Avenue NW, #810, Washington, DC 20036
Washington: 202-898-1108 « Baltimore: 410-752-3376
Toll Free: 888-445-3376



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

look at Subpart W,

definitions,

97

it has two important

the definition of an existing

impoundment and the definition of operation.

It says that operation of uranium mill

impoundment ends the day the closure begins, but

it doesn’t contain any information about, well,

what must take place for closure to begin.

I think under the definition of an

existing —-- an existing impoundment is one that

was constructed before December 1989 and is

licensed to receive waste in the tailings

impoundment.

So let’s see how this is played out at

the White Mesa Mill, particularly Cell 2. Cell 2

is an existing
in the Federal

and 3 were the

impoundment.

and they are

impoundment.

Register notice.

It is not mentioned
So the Cells 2

original existing tailings

They are between 60 and 70 acres

lined. Up until July 23"® of this

year, July 239, 2014, that tailings cell was

licensed to receive tailings and waste, 1l.e(2)

byproduct material.
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Actually, according to Energy Fuels, it
had not received —- no material had been disposed
of in the tailings impoundments -- I mean, no
waste since 2008. So from 2008 to 2014, that
impoundment was still licensed to receive waste.
It has an interim cover. Every year the licensee
measured the radon in that impoundment. They
submitted the annual reports to first the EPA and
then the Division of Air Quality, Utah Division
of Air Quality, which took over regulation in
1995.

So even though you might say it was
closed, it was still licensed to receive material
and it still submitted those annual reports. And
in fact in 2012, it —-- the radon, the annual
radon flux was more than 20 picocuries.

Therefore, they started monitoring on a
monthly basis. They must start monitoring in
2013 because that’s when they submit the annual
reports, in March. They are due at the end of
March.

So under Subpart W, they are required to
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bring the radon flux back into compliance. And
they determined the reason for the increase in
the radon was because of an accelerated
dewatering program. They are talking about the
importance of water to attenuate the radon flux.

So there is no longer a pond on top. But
as the water in the pores is diminished because
of the accelerated dewatering program, the radon
flux increased. Also there was windblown
tailings from over in Cell 3.

So they cleaned up those windblown
tailings and put a barrier between Cell 2 and
Cell 3. And they put additional material on top
of the interim cover. Thereby they brought the
radon flux back into compliance.

Now, what happened on June -- July 23"
July 23" the State Utah Division of Radiation
Control issued an order saying that they no
longer had to submit monthly reports because they
were ordering that 11.e(2) byproduct material and
waste could no longer be disposed of in the

tailings impoundment and that closure had begun.
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So there was an official action. One of
the problems however with this official action is
that now under NRC regulation, which the Utah
Division of Radiation Control implements, is that
6 (a) says for a tailings impoundment under
closure, you’'re supposed to have a radon closure
plan and you’re supposed to have reclamation
milestones.

The whole assumption of the rescission of
Subpart T and the new EPA regulations in 192 and
the new NRC regulations at Criterion 6(a), there
would be a radon closure plan and there would be
reclamation milestones.

So let’s take a look at Cell 2. At this
time there is no longer —-- there is no radon
closure plan incorporated into the White Mesa
Mill license and there are no reclamation
milestones.

So I think that the EPA, if they are
going to take -- allow tailings impoundments to
come out from under Subpart W, that they have to

say there has to be a radon closure plan and
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there have to be reclamation milestones. And
there has to be a license amendment which says
the licensee is no longer permitted to dispose of
any 1l.e(2) Dbyproduct material, waste,
alternate —-- whatever processing —-- additional
processing fluids or anything else in that
tailings impoundment.

And so another aspect of this Subpart T,
that rescission, is that the assumption is that
as soon as reasonably feasible, a final radon
barrier will be placed on that impoundment.

However, if you look at the reclamation
plan from Energy Fuels, Energy Fuels has no
intention of putting a final radon barrier on
Cell 2 until all four of those tailings
impoundments, 2, 3, 4A and 4B, are filled with
tailings so that there will be only one radon
barrier over all of those impoundments.

So Cell 2 will sit there for maybe the
next three, four or five decades without a final
radon barrier. But now they are not going to be
regulated under Subpart W so there is this gap.
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So the gap is in the regulation of radon from at
a conventional mill tailings impoundment, is that
once it goes into closure —-- and that’s the time
when there is —-- the tailings impoundment is
drying out. The EPA has recognized that.

And you look back at the 1989
Federal Register Notice that promulgated Subpart
W, that when it dries out the radon emissions
increase significantly. So what happens, it is
no longer under Subpart W, it is going through
dewatering, but there is no requirement to
monitor the radon. That means there is —- no one
knows i1f throughout this dewatering process that
the —— if the radon emissions are increasing.

Well, they kept monitoring at Cell 2 so
they knew the radon emissions were increasing and
they took corrective action.

So it’s feasible throughout this
dewatering period with an interim cover to
maintain radon emissions that are less than 20
picocuries. But still, this tailings impoundment
doesn't have a —- there are no milestones.
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So the gap occurs between the end of
Subpart W and a time when if you have a
milestone, and you request an extension of the
milestone, which has happened at many uranium
mill tailings impoundments, you have to show ——
to get an extension you have to show 20
picocuries.

MS. SUTIN: I need you to wrap up.

MS. FIELDS: The EPA has created this gap.
And I don’t think that it is really recognized in
the EPA and I don’t think the EPA has made —- 1is
really taking efforts to fill that gap.

Thank you.

MS. SUTIN: Thank you, Ms. Fields.

Hold on, Ms. Fields.

MS. FIELDS: Sorry.

MR. PEAKE: 1In your comments, will you be
proposing definitions?

You had said, you know, you agree the
definitions are important. Are you going to in
your comments be providing alternative
definitions for us to consider?
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MS. FIELDS: Yes. And I also feel that there
shouldn’t be any time in any phase of a
conventional mill’s life where there is a lack of
regulation of the radon emissions, that there
shouldn’t be this gap.

And the problem is with Subpart T.
Subpart T was basically -— I mean, the rescission
of Subpart T, it was rescinded to take care of
some issues with uranium mills that had already
ceased operation. It wasn't really rescinded
taking into consideration the issues at existing
uranium conventional mills either in Colorado —-
Canon City or White Mesa.

MS. SUTIN: Thank you. We don’t have any
other registered speakers at this time so we will
pause the hearing until someone else shows up to
speak.

Thank you.
(Whereupon, a recess was taken.)

MS. SUTIN: It is 4:30 and we have had no
further speakers today so we are officially

closing this afternoon session of the hearing on
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closed.

(Whereupon,

4:30 p.m.)
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the hearing was concluded at



Uranium Watch

76 South Main Street, # 7 | P.0. Box 344
Moab, Utah 84532
435-260-8384

October 29,2014
via www.regulations.gov

Air and Radiation Docket
Environmental Protection Agency
Mailcode: 2822T

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, D.C. 20460

Re: Docket ID No. EPA-HQ- OAR-2008-0218. Comments on Proposed Rule:
Revisions to National Emission Standards for Radon Emissions From Operating Mill
Tailings (40 C.F.R. Part 61 Subpart W). 79 Fed. Reg. 25388, May 2, 2014.

Dear Sir or Madam:

Below please find comments on Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) Proposed
Revisions to National Emission Standards for Radon Emissions From Operating Mill
Tailings, 49 C.FR. Part 61 Subpart W, Docket ID No. EPA-HQ- OAR-2008-0218. 79
Fed. Reg. 25388, May 2, 2014. These comments are submitted by Uranium Watch (UW).
Comments are also submitted on behalf of Living Rivers, Moab, Utah; Grand Canyon
Trust, Flagstaff, Arizona; Greenaction for Health and Environmental Justice, San
Francisco, California; Information Network for Responsible Mining, Norwood,
Colorado; Advocacy Coalition of Telluride, Telluride, Colorado; Clean Water Alliance,
Rapid City, South Dakota; Western Nebraska Resources Council, Chadron, Nebraska;
Western Colorado Congress, Grand Junction, Colorado; Sierra Club Nuclear Free
Campaign, Columbia, South Carolina; Tallahassee Area Community, Cafion City,
Colorado.

I. SUMMARY

1. As will be shown below, the Proposed Revisions to the National Emission Standards
for Radon Emissions From Operating Mill Tailings (40 C.F.R. Part 61 Subpart W) is
without a sound factual, technical, and legal basis.

2. The Proposed Rule does not comply with the requirements of the 1990 Clean Air Act
(CAA), specifically Section 112(h).
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3. There is no factual basis for the EPA’s determination that the current “existing”
tailings impoundments at conventional mills, as defined by 40 C.FR. § 61.251(d), meets
or will soon meet the proposed work-practice and design standard for “new”
impoundments. Therefore, there is no factual and legal basis for the elimination of the
radon emission standard for “existing” impoundments at 40 C.F.R. § 61.252(a).

4. There is no legal basis for establishing work-practice and design standards, in lieu of
emissions standards, for “existing” impoundments, new impoundments, in-situ leach
(ISL) operations, and heap-leach operations, given the failure of the Administrator to
determine that emission standards are not feasible, as required by the CAA Section
112(h).

5. The assumption that a water cover on conventional mill tailings serves to limit radon
emissions is no longer supported by facts and data. The high levels of radium and
resulting significant radon emissions from the liquid effluents at four White Mesa Mill
impoundments means that the EPA must establish a radon emission standard for liquid
effluents and require methodologies to reduce those emissions.

6. The EPA failed to seek relevant data and information from mill licensees and place
relevant data on the Rulemaking Docket. The EPA failed to include decades of Subpart
W compliance reports, or even the most relevant recent reports, in the Rulemaking
Docket.

7. The EPA failed in its responsibility to implement Executive Order 3175: Consultation
and Coordination With Indian Tribal Governments, Executive Order 13045: Protection of
Children From Environmental Health Risks and Safety Risks, and Executive Order
12898: Federal Actions To Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and
Low-Income Populations.

8. The Proposed Rule leaves a long-standing regulatory gap. The current and proposed
40 C.F.R. Part 6s Subpart W regulations and the EPA’s rescission of Part 61 Subpart T
means that at the very time when radon emissions increase due to the drying out of a
tailings impoundment, the radon emissions are unregulated. This period of unregulated,
unmonitored, unreported, and unmitigated radon emissions can amount to ten years or
more before the placement of the final radon barrier.

9. Uranium recovery operations should be considered, by definition, major sources of
hazardous air pollutants and subject to major source requirements. The EPA has avoided
this designation since 1990. All uranium recovery operations licensed by the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) or an NRC Agreement State is subject to the

40 C.FR. Part 61 Subpart W regulations. There is no emission level that divides those
sources that are subject to the rule and those that are not. There is no emission level that
separates those that must have EPA or Utah State authorization to construct and operate a
source at a new or existing license operation and those that are not.
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10. Due to the numerous factual, technical, and legal inadequacies in the Proposed Rule,
the EPA must 1) correct those errors; 2) develop new proposed regulations that can be
supported factually, technically, and legally; and 3) issue a new Proposed Rule for public
comment.

II. LEGAL ISSUES
1. Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990.

1.1. The current Subpart W Rulemaking is being conducted under the provisions
of the CAA Amendments of 1990. The existing 40 C.F.R. Part 61 Subpart W rule was
promulgated in December 1989 prior to the promulgation of the 1990 CAA
Amendments. The 1990 CAA at Section 112(q)(1) states, with respect “Standards
Previously Promulgated”: “Each such standard shall be reviewed and, if appropriate,
revised, to comply with the requirements of subsection (d) within 10 years after the date
of enactment of the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990.” The standards in Subpart W
for uranium mills were not exempted from this provision by subsection (q)(3).

1.2. Subsection (d) is a subsection of Section 112, entitled “Emission Standards.”
Therefore, any proposed emission standards promulgated under subsection (d) must
comply with all applicable provisions of Section 112. This means that the proposed
Subpart W emission standards, whether not they change or restate emission standards in
the current Subpart W regulation, must comply with all applicable requirements in
Section 112 of the 1990 CAA Amendments.

1.3. Section 112(d)(2), Standards and Methods, states that “emissions standards
promulgated under this subsection and applicable to new or existing sources of hazardous
air pollutants shall require the maximum degree of reduction in emissions of the
hazardous air pollutants subject to this section.” Therefore, Section 112(d)(2) requires
maximum achievable control technology (MACT) for both major and area sources.
However, Section 112(d)(5) allows for the use of generally available control technology
or management practices (GACT) to reduce hazardous air emissions from area sources.

1.4. Section 112(d)(2) lists some of the types of measures, processes, methods,
systems or techniques that could be used to reduce hazardous air emissions. Section
112(d)(5) applies to the same list of potential emission reduction methodologies; it just
says that an area source can use GACT in place of MACT. The list of possible control
technologies or combination of technologies —whether used as the maximum or generally
available technologies —includes design, equipment, work practice, or operational
standards (Section 112(d)(2)(D)). Subsection (d)(2)(D) requires that the application of
design and work practice standards must be “as provided in subsection (h).”

154 Fed. Reg. 51654, 51654-51713; December 15, 1989.
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1.5. Subsection (h), Work Practice Standards and Other Requirements, applies to
standards promulgated pursuant to Section 112. Subsection (h) states that it is “for the
purposed of this section.” Therefore, subsection (h) applies to Section 112 and the
establishment of “work practice standards” under subsection (d). Such “work practice
standards,” through the use of generally available technologies, have been proposed by
the EPA.

1.6. Section 112(h) of the CAA states:

(h) WORK PRACTICE STANDARDS AND OTHER REQUIREMENTS.

(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this section, if it is not feasible in the
judgment of the Administrator to prescribe or enforce an emission
standard for control of a hazardous air pollutant or pollutants, the
Administrator may, in lieu thereof, promulgate a design, equipment, work
practice, or operational standard, or combination thereof, which in the
Administrator’s judgment is consistent with the provisions of subsection
(d) or (f). In the event the Administrator promulgates a design or
equipment standard under this subsection, the Administrator shall include
as part of such standard such requirements as will assure the proper
operation and maintenance of any such element of design or equipment.

(2) DEFINITION.—For the purpose of this subsection, the phrase ‘“not
feasible to prescribe or enforce an emission standard’” means any situation
in which the Administrator determines that—

(A) a hazardous air pollutant or pollutants cannot be emitted
through a conveyance designed and constructed to emit or capture such
pollutant, or that any requirement for, or use of, such a conveyance would
be inconsistent with any Federal, State or local law, or

(B) the application of measurement methodology to a particular
class of sources is not practicable due to technological and economic
limitations.

1.7. As stated above, under the provisions of subsection (h), the EPA cannot
establish a design, equipment, work practice, or operational standard, or combination
thereof (whether through the application of maximum available technologies or generally
available technologies) in lieu of an emission standard unless the Administrator makes
certain findings. If the EPA proposes to establish a design, equipment, work practice, or
operational standard, or combination thereof, the Administrator must find that it is not
feasible to prescribe or enforce an emission standard, meaning that the the application of
a measurement methodology is not technologically and economically practicable.

1.8. The EPA Air Toxics Website’s “Overview by Section of CAA, Introduction
to CAA and Section 112 (Air Toxics),” states with respect “Overview of Section 112 and
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its Subsection” for subsection (h) Work Practice Standards and Other Requirements:
“Allows the EPA, in cases where it is not feasible to prescribe or enforce an emission
standard [under Section 112(d) or (f)], to promulgate a design, equipment, work practice,
or operational standard.” 2

1.9. There is no evidence that the EPA Administrator has found that it is not
feasible to prescribe or enforce radon emission standards for area sources subject to
Subpart W, including conventional impoundments, liquid waste impoundments, and heap
leach operations.

1.10. Compliance with the emission standard for existing impoundments involves
radon flux measurements to demonstrate compliance using a methodology that has been
incorporated into EPA Part 61 regulation.? That measurement methodology has been
found to be both technically and economically feasible and has been used for decades to
demonstrate compliance with the Subpart W radon emission standard for existing
impoundments at uranium mills.

1.11. There are measurement technologies, including calculation of radon
emissions from nonconventional fluid impoundments, based on measurements of radium
content and meteorological conditions, that can be used to demonstrate compliance with a
radon emission standard for liquid impoundments. There are other possible measurement
technologies that can be applied to heap leach operations to demonstrate compliance with
a radon emission standard. The EPA had not demonstrated that other possible
methodologies for measuring or calculating radon emissions from nonconventional
impoundments or heap-leach operations are not technically or economically feasible.

1.12. Therefore, the EPA has no legal basis for the promulgation of a design,
equipment, work practice, or operational standard, or combination thereof, in lieu of a
radon emission standard, pursuant to Section 112 of the CAA. Design, equipment, work
practice, or operational standards are meant to supplement, not replace, a standard that
places specific numerical limitations on the emission of a hazardous air pollutant. The
EPA may supplement an emission standard with a design, equipment, work practice, or
operational standard, but it cannot replace a numeric emission standard without the
Administrator making the required findings. In this instance, the Administrator has not,
and cannot make such findings.

III. GENERAL COMMENTS

1. The public and various stakeholders expected the EPA to improve environmental
protection concerning the process of uranium milling and closure. The EPA has

2 http://www.epa.gov/ttn/atw/overview.html

340 C.FR. Part 61, Appendix B, Method 115-Monitoring for Radon-222 Emissions, 2.
Radon-222 Emissions from Uranium Mill Tailings Piles.
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proposed a drastic step that will degrade environmental and community protection
against radon emissions from uranium recovery operations.

2. As will be shown below, in developing the proposed rule the EPA relied on erroneous,
incomplete, and misleading information.

3. The Federal Register Notice (FRN) contains numerous misleading and erroneous
statements and assertions that are not supported by citations to supportive documents.
See 79 Fed. Reg. 25388, May 2,2014.

4. The EPA has not attempted to learn from the experience over the previous decades by
analyzing available data and incorporating the results of the analyses into an organized
body of knowledge about the radon emissions from liquid and solid tailings
impoundments and the performance of these impoundments and designs and work
practices over the past several decades.

5. The EPA failed to consider Subpart W and its implementation and enforcement as a
whole regulatory program with various parts, including the regulations and how those
regulations have been and will be implemented and enforced. The EPA egregiously
failed to provide documentation regarding the enforcement so Subpart W since 1989 and
discuss the numerous issues associated with that enforcement.

IV. PROPOSED REVISIONS TO 40 C.F.R. PART 61 SUBPART W

1. Proposed Rule, at II.A. Background Information for Proposed Area Source
Standards, What is the statutory authority for the proposed standards? (page 25390, col.
1,9 2) states (in part):

Section 112(d) of the CAA requires EPA to establish emission standards
for major and area source categories that are listed for regulation under
CAA section 112(c). A major source is any stationary source that emits or
has the potential to emit 10 tons per year (tpy) or more of any single
hazardous air pollutant (HAP) or 25 tpy or more of any combination of
HAP. An area source is a stationary source of HAP that is not a major
source. . . . Calculations of radon emissions from operating uranium
recovery facilities have shown that facilities regulated under Subpart W
are area sources (EPA- HQ-OAR-2008-0218-0001, 0002).

1.1. The discussion of whether the Subpart W radon standard applies to an area or
major source is highly misleading. Radon is never measured in tons per year. Very high
and hazardous levels of radon emission would never reach the tons per year major source
levels, because that source category applies to particulates, not radioactive gases. The
EPA never intended the 10 or 25 tons per year emission level to apply to the emission of
radon or other radionuclides. It is disingenuous of the EPA to suggest otherwise.
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1.2. The Clean Air Act (CAA), Section 112 —Hazardous Air Pollutants, defines
“major” and ‘“area” sources:

SEC. 112. HAZARDOUS AIR POLLUTANTS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this section, except subsection (r)—
(1) MAJOR SOURCE.—The term ‘ ‘major source’ * means any stationary
source or group of stationary sources located within a contiguous area and
under common control that emits or has the potential to emit considering
controls, in the aggregate, 10 tons per year or more of any hazardous air
pollutant or 25 tons per year or more of any combination of hazardous air
pollutants. The Administrator may establish a lesser quantity, or in
the case of radionuclides different criteria, for a major source than
that specified in the previous sentence, on the basis of the potency of
the air pollutant, persistence, potential for bioaccumulation, other
characteristics of the air pollutant, or other relevant factors.

(2) AREA SOURCE.—The term “‘area source’” means any stationary
source of hazardous air pollutants that is not a major source. [Emphasis
added.]

The part of the definition of “major source,” which the EPA inexplicably left out
of the discussion in the May 2 FRN, clearly states that the Administrator could establish
lesser criteria for major sources and, in the case of radionuclides a different criteria.

The problem is that the Administrator never took it upon his or herself to establish criteria
for determining whether a radionuclide source is a “major source.”

1.3. Also, EPA regulation at 40 C.F.R. Part 70, State Operating Permit Programs,
provides addition information:

Emissions unit means any part or activity of a stationary source that emits
or has the potential to emit any regulated air pollutant or any pollutant
listed under section 112(b) of the Act. This term is not meant to alter or
affect the definition of the term "unit" for purposes of title IV of the Act.
skskok

Major source means any stationary source (or any group of stationary
sources that are located on one or more contiguous or adjacent properties,
and are under common control of the same person (or persons under
common control)) belonging to a single major industrial grouping and that
are described in paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of this definition. For the
purposes of defining "major source," a stationary source or group of
stationary sources shall be considered part of a single industrial grouping
if all of the pollutant emitting activities at such source or group of sources
on contiguous or adjacent properties belong to the same Major Group (i.e.,
all have the same two-digit code) as described in the Standard Industrial
Classification Manual, 1987.
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(1) A major source under section 112 of the Act, which is defined as:
(i) For pollutants other than radionuclides, any stationary source or group
of stationary sources located within a contiguous area and under common
control that emits or has the potential to emit, in the aggregate, 10 tons per
year (tpy) or more of any hazardous air pollutant which has been listed
pursuant to section 112(b) of the Act, 25 tpy or more of any combination
of such hazardous air pollutants, or such lesser quantity as the
Administrator may establish by rule. Notwithstanding the preceding
sentence, emissions from any oil or gas exploration or production well
(with its associated equipment) and emissions from any pipeline
compressor or pump station shall not be aggregated with emissions from
other similar units, whether or not such units are in a contiguous area or
under common control, to determine whether such units or stations are
major sources; or

(ii) For radionuclides, "major source'' shall have the meaning
specified by the Administrator by rule. [Emphasis added.]

Again, the CAA and EPA Part 70 regulation anticipated that the EPA
Administrator would issue a rulemaking that would specify the basis for determining
whether a radionuclide source is a “major source.” Subsequent to the passage of the 1990
amendments to the CAA, the EPA Administrator failed to establish specific criteria for
"major" radionuclide sources, as was contemplated by the Clean Air Act, Section 112(a)
(1),and 40 C.FR.

§ 70.2. The EPA cannot, and should not justify the failure of the Administrator to
establish specific criteria for "major" radionuclide sources.

1.4. The radionuclide National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants
(NESHAPS) themselves state whether a emission source must adhere to a emission
standard and apply for a permit pursuant to 40 C.F.R. Part 61 Subpart A. Under Subpart
W, all uranium recovery facilities that are licensed by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) or an NRC Agreement State under the Atomic Energy Act are
subject to Subpart W, no matter now much radon is emitted. Under Subpart B (National
Emission Standards for Radon Emissions from Underground Uranium Mines), uranium
mines that produce or are expected to produce more than 100,000 tons of uranium ore are
subject to the Part 61 Subpart B standard. Therefore, the EPA established criteria for
regulation of that emission source. The EPA singled out radon emissions from uranium
mills for its own specific NESHAP radon emission standard, clearly demonstrating that
that source category warranted a specific regulation and regulatory program to control
radon emissions.

1.5. Under 40 C.FR. § 70.3(b)(1), states that administer EPA CAA regulations
may exempt area sources from the obligation to obtain a permit:
§ 70.3 Sec. 70.3 Applicability.

skeksk

(b) Source category exemptions.
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(1) All sources listed in paragraph (a) of this section that are not major
sources, affected sources, or solid waste incineration units required to
obtain a permit pursuant to section 129(e) of the Act, may be exempted by
the State from the obligation to obtain a part 70 permit until such time as
the Administrator completes a rulemaking to determine how the program
should be structured for nonmajor sources and the appropriateness of any
permanent exemptions in addition to those provided for in paragraph (b)
(4) of this section.

However, a state that administers the Part 61 radionuclide NESHAPS may not
exempt a uranium mill (or other radionuclide source subject to Part 61 regulations) from
the necessity of obtaining a permit pursuant to Subpart A (General Requirements) and
Subpart W. In other words, the State of Utah cannot treat a uranium mill as a area source
subject to a permitting exemption. Instead, it must treat a uranium mill as a “major”
source.

1.6. The Administrator of the EPA should make a determination that any source
subject to the National Emission Standards for Radon Emissions From Operating Mill
Tailings is, by definition, a major source.

2. Proposed Rule, at II.A. Background Information for Proposed Area Source
Standards, What is the statutory authority for the proposed standards? (page 25390, col.
1,9 2) states (in part): “For the purposes of Subpart W, the HAP at issue is radon-222
(hereafter referred to as "radon"). We presently have no data or information that shows
any other HAPs being emitted from these impoundments.”

2.1. The EPA is clearly aware that materials that emit radon-220 from the decay
of thorium-232 have been disposed of in tailings impoundments subject to Subpart W
standard. The NRC authorized the receipt, storage, processing, and disposal of wastes
containing thorium-232 and its more highly radioactive progeny at the White Mesa Mill,
San Juan County, Utah. The licensee even developed standard operating procedures
(SOPs) for the handling of high-thorium content material. The thorium-232 and
thorium-232 progeny were not removed during processing. Therefore, radon-220 from
the decay of thorium-232, is probably emitted from tailings Cells 2 and 3 at the White
Mesa Uranium Mill, San Juan County, Utah. The reason that the EPA has no data or
information that shows that radon-220 is being emitted at the White Mesa Mill is because
the method used by the Mill licensee to measure radon from Cells 2 and 3 in order to
demonstrate compliance with Subpart W does not capture and measure radon-220 or
radon-220 progeny.* Nor is there evidence that other radioactive measurements at or near
the site are capable of measuring radon-220 and radon-220 progeny. So, it is no wonder
the EPA has no data showing that radon-220 is being emitted from the White Mesa Mill.

4 Tellco Environmental, Grand Junction, Colorado. Personal communication.
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3. Proposed Rule, at II.A. Background Information for Proposed Area Source
Standards, What is the statutory authority for the proposed standards? (page 25390, col.
2,9 1) states:

Under CAA section 112(d)(5), the Administrator may elect to promulgate
standards or requirements for area sources ‘“which provide for the use of
generally available control technologies or management practices by such
sources to reduce emissions of hazardous air pollutants.”” Under section
112(d)(5), the Administrator has the discretion to use generally available
control technology or management practices (GACT) in lieu of maximum
achievable control technology (MACT) under section 112(d)(2) and (d)
(3), which is required for major sources. Pursuant to section 112(d)(5), we
are proposing revisions to Subpart W to reflect GACT.

3.1. Any state that administers and enforces Subpart W has the authority to
determine that such sources are “major sources.” Since the State of Utah, which
regulates the only operating uranium mill in the U.S., administers and enforces the
radionuclide NESHAPS. it would be highly improper to only consider the GACT in lieu
of MACT. Radon, radon progeny, and other radionuclides that are emitted from uranium
mill sites should be subject to MACT.

3.2. As discussed above, it was the intention of the CAA and EPA regulation that
the EPA Administrator specify criteria for determining “major” sources of radionuclide
emissions. As also discussed above, the fact that all uranium recovery facilities are
subject to regulation under Subpart W means that, by definition, they are “major”
sources. Therefore, the EPA has no basis whatsoever using generally available control
technology or management practices (GACT) in lieu of maximum achievable control
technology (MACT)

4. Proposed Rule, at II.B. Background Information for Proposed Area Source
Standards, What criteria did EPA use in developing the proposed GACT standards for
these area sources? (page 25390, col. 2,9 3) states:

Consistent with the legislative history, we can consider costs and
economic impacts in determining GACT, which is particularly important
when developing regulations for source categories, like this one, that may
include small businesses.

4.1 EPA should define “small business” in the context of this rule, which applies
to the owners and operators of uranium mills and other uranium recovery facilities. The
EPA should provide information on the size of the companies, assets, and incomes that
will be affected by these rules.

4.2. It is doubtful that any facility in this source category is owned by a small
business. The only operating uranium mill in the US is owned by a large foreign
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company. Other owners and operators of uranium recovery facilities are often large,
multi-national companies, with incomes and resources in the millions of dollars.

4.3. A small business that would be adversely by the proposed regulation is the
company that manufactures the canisters that measure radon on tailings impoundments
and determines the radon flux from those canisters. The EPA should provide more
financial information about how small companies that provide support for compliance
with the Subpart W standard will be impacted.

5. Proposed Rule, at II.B. Background Information for Proposed Area Source
Standards, What criteria did EPA use in developing the proposed GACT standards for
these area sources? (page 25390, col. 2,9 4), states:

Determining what constitutes GACT involves considering the control
technologies and management practices that are generally available to the
area sources in the source category. We also consider the standards

applicable to major sources? in the same industrial sector to determine if
the control technologies and management practices are transferable and
generally available to area sources. In appropriate circumstances, we may
also consider technologies and practices at area and major sources in
similar categories to determine whether such technologies and practices
could be considered generally available for the area source category at
issue. Finally, as noted above, in determining GACT for a particular area
source category, we consider the costs and economic impacts of available
control technologies and management practices on that category.

2 None of the sources in this source category are major sources.

5.1. The following portion of the above paragraph should be deleted: “We also

consider the standards applicable to major sources in the same industrial sector to
determine if the control technologies and management practices are transferable and
generally available to area sources. In appropriate circumstances, we may also consider
technologies and practices at area and major sources in similar categories to determine
whether such technologies and practices could be considered generally available for the
area source category at issue.” This statement should be deleted because it is a false and
misleading statement, typical of other false and misleading statements in the Proposed
Rule.

The EPA could not have “considered the standards applicable to major sources in
the same industrial sector to determine if the control technologies and management
practices are transferable and generally available to area sources.” This is because all of
the facilities in the same industrial sector, that is, uranium recovery facilities and 11e.(2)
byproduct material impoundments, and are considered to be area sources by the EPA, so
there are no major sources in the same industrial sector to consider.
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6. Proposed Rule, at I1.C. Background Information for Proposed Area Source
Standards, What source category is affected by the proposed standards? (page 25390,
col. 3,9 1), states (in part):

As defined by EPA pursuant to the CAA, the source category for Subpart
W is “facilities licensed [by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRCO)] to manage uranium byproduct material during and following the
processing of uranium ores, commonly referred to as uranium mills and
their associated tailings.” 40 CFR 61.250. Subpart W defines “uranium
byproduct material or tailings” as “the waste produced by the extraction or
concentration of uranium from any ore processed primarily for its source
material content.” 40 CFR 61.251(g).

6.1. Based on the definition above, there is a significant question regarding how
Subpart W applies to the wastes that have been placed in impoundments at licensed
conventional uranium mills that do not come from the processing of uranium ores. These
uranium recovery wastes come from the processing of wastes from other mineral
processing facilities. Thousands of tons of materials that are not “ore,”> as contemplated
by the Atomic Energy Act of 1946 (as supplemented and amended by the Atomic Energy
Act of 1954 and the Uranium Mill Tailings Radiation Control Act of 1978, and the EPA
and NRC regulations promulgated pursuant to UMTRCA) have been disposed of at a
licensed uranium mill (White Mesa Mill). The EPA has never amended its regulations,
nor has ever claimed that 40 C.F.R. Part 61 Subpart W or 40 C.F.R. Part 192 apply to the
wastes produced by the extraction or concentration of uranium from materials other than
“ore” that have been processed primarily for its source material content. Therefore, there
is no legal basis for the application of Subpart W to the wastes from the processing of
wastes from other mineral processing operations at licensed uranium mills. The EPA
must address this issue in the Proposed Rule.

7. Proposed Rule, at II.C. Background Information for Proposed Area Source
Standards, What source category is affected by the proposed standards? (page 25390,
col. 3,9 1) states (in part):

Uranium recovery facilities process uranium ore to extract uranium. The
HAP emissions from any type of uranium recovery facility that manages
uranium byproduct material or tailings is subject to regulation under
Subpart W. This currently includes three types of uranium recovery
facilities: (1) conventional uranium mills; (2) in-situ leach recovery
facilities; and (3) heap leach facilities.

7.1. The EPA must consider types of uranium recovery facilities, using new

5 White Mesa Mill Radioactive Materials License. http://www.deq.utah.gov/businesses/E/
energyfuels/docs/2010/06Jun/4BER %20UT1900479%20061410.pdf
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technologies, that process uranium ore to extract uranium. These facilities include
borehole mining operations and ablation processing. Black Range Minerals and their
joint venture with Ablation Technologies LLC, Mineral Ablation, have undertaken
research and development activities associated with the ablation process, and Black
Range Minerals is developing a borehole mining project. © The EPA must investigate and
evaluate these technologies with respect Subpart W standards.

7.2. The EPA must also consider the applicability of Subpart W to research and
development uranium recovery operations, particularly ablation.

7.3. The EPA must have a process for evaluating new uranium recovery
technologies in a timely manner with respect Subpart W standards and compliance with
those standards.

8. Proposed Rule, at I1.D(1)(D). Background Information for Proposed Area Source
Standards, What are the production operations, emission sources, and available
controls?, (1) Conventional Mills (page 25391, col. 1,9 8), states (in part):

Uranium byproduct material/tailings are typically created in slurry form
during the crushing, leaching and concentration processes and are then
deposited in an impoundment or “‘mill tailings pile,” which must be
carefully monitored and controlled. This is because the mill tailings
contain heavy metal ore constituents, including radium. The radium
decays to produce radon, which may then be released to the environment.
Because radon is a radioactive gas which may be inhaled into the
respiratory tract, EPA has determined that exposure to radon and its
daughter products contributes to an increased risk of lung cancer.

8.1. The EPA states here that a “mill tailings pile” must be carefully monitored
and controlled. However, the proposed rule removes any requirement for active
monitoring and control of radon emissions from mill tailings piles. The EPA cannot
claim, on one hand, that a tailing pile must be carefully monitored and controlled and, on
the other hand, remove any requirement for monitoring and remove any possibility for
“control” of those emissions when the emissions exceed a specific radon emission
standard.

8.2. Here the EPA should have discussed the operations that produce liquids and
other materials that are held in liquid effluent ponds and ponds on top of the solid tailings
disposal impoundments, their radiological constituents, and the emissions from such
effluents. The EPA should have discussed the sources of these liquids and the solids in
those liquids. These effluent sources would include effluents and raffinates from ore

6 http://www.blackrangeminerals.com/content/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/24-Oct-2014-Further-
Positive-Results-From-Ablation-Testwork .pdf
http://www.blackrangeminerals.com/content/ablation-joint-venture/
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processing, tailings pore water, liner system leachates, liquids from tailings dewatering,
pumpback from groundwater corrective actions, natural precipitation, and runoff. The
EPA should also have discussed the solids dissolved and suspended in the liquids and the
sources of those particulates and their radiological properties. Further, the EPA should
have discussed and provided data regarding the generation of radon from the radium in
these ponds, which the EPA proposes to call “nonconventional impoundments.”

8.3. The Proposed Rule must consider and address the radon emissions from
stockpiled uranium ore as a radon emission source at uranium recovery facilities. The
EPA should have, but did not, identify and consider other sources of emissions of radon
and other radionuclides at conventional, ISL, or heap leach operations (including
contaminated soil, ore pads, windblown tailings, stockpiled radioactive wastes prior to
processing, ore handling areas, stacks). The CAA directs the EPA to regulate
radionuclides, including radon, not just radon emissions from 11e.(2) byproduct material.
There is no legal or technical justification for the EPA disregarding other sources of radon
and other radioactive emissions at uranium recovery operations. All radioactive
contaminants that are inhaled or are taken up by soils, water, and enter the food chain
have health risks. The health risks from uranium and other radioactive particulate
emissions from uranium mills (e.g., uranium isotopes, radium-226, thorium-230, and
polonium-126) must also be considered.

9. Proposed Rule, at II.E. Background Information for Proposed Area Source
Standards, What are the existing requirements under Subpart W?, (page 25392, col. 2 to
col. 3).

9.1. The EPA leaves out any discussion of the requirement in Subpart W at
Section 61.252(b)(1): “The owner or operator shall have no more than two
impoundments, including existing impoundments, in operation at any one time.” The
FRN should have discussed the implementation and enforcement, or lack of
implementation and enforcement, of that provision. The EPA should discuss how the
EPA and the State of Utah, Division of Air Quality (DAQ), ignored that provision since
1989 for the White Mesa Mill. Since 1989, there have been at least 3 operational
impoundments at the White Mesa Mill. At the time the FRN was issued, there were 6
impoundments (Cells 1,2, 3,4A, 4B, and Roberts Pond) “in operation” at White Mesa.

9.2. The FRN states, “The owners or operators of existing impoundments must
report to EPA the results of the compliance testing for any calendar year by no later than
March 31 of the following year.” The EPA should also mention that the owner and
operator of the only operating mill (White Mesa Mill) and one of the mills on standby
(Shootaring Canyon Mill) must report to the Utah Division of Air Quality (an EPA
Delegated State), which administers and enforces the EPA radionuclide NESHAPs in
Utah.
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10. Proposed Rule, at II.E. Background Information for Proposed Area Source
Standards, What are the existing requirements under Subpart W?, (page 25392, col. 3,
9 6, to page 25392, col. 1,9 2) states:

The work practice standards described above were promulgated after EPA
considered a number of factors that influence the emissions of Rn-222
from tailings impoundments, including the climate and the size of the
impoundment. For example, for a given concentration of Ra-226 in the
tailings, and a given grain size of the tailings, the moisture content of the
tailings will control the radon emission rate; the higher the moisture
content the lower the emission rate. In the arid and semi- arid areas of the
country where most impoundments are located or proposed, the annual
evaporation rate is quite high. As a result, the exposed tailings absent
controls like sprinkling) dry rapidly. In previous assessments, we
explicitly took the fact of rapid drying into account by using a Rn-222 flux
rate of 1 pCi/m2/s per pCi/g Ra-226 to estimate the Rn-222 source term
from the dry areas of the impoundments. (Note: The estimated source
terms from the ponded (areas completely covered by liquid) and saturated
areas of the impoundments are considered to be zero, reflecting the
complete attenuation of the Rn-222).

Another factor we considered was the area of the impoundment, which has
a direct linear relationship with the Rn- 222 source term, more so than the
depth or volume of the impoundment. Again, assuming the same Ra-226
concentration and grain sizes in the tailings, a 100-acre dry impoundment
will emit 10 times the radon of a 10-acre dry impoundment. This linear
relationship between size and Rn-222 source term is one of the main
reasons that Subpart W imposed size restrictions on all future
impoundments (40 acres per impoundment if phased disposal is chosen
and 10 acres total uncovered.

10.1. There are only 2 impoundments that more or less meet the size requirement
for new impoundments, Cells 4A and 4B at the White Mesa Mill. Only Cell 4A, which
has only been operational for a few years, has received solid tailings. Therefore, the EPA
has no operational history for 40 acre impoundments. Additionally, the EPA give no
justification for not requiring 20-acre or 10-acre impoundments, to reduce the amount of
radon emissions.

10.2. The fact is, at the White Mesa Mill, additional impoundments, no matter
what their size, mean additional radon emissions from the mill site. At the White Mesa
Mill, the “existing” impoundments continue to emit radon and those emissions will
increase as the impoundments dry out. The new impoundments emit radon from the
liquids. Based on the EPA’s determination that there are radon emissions of 7.0 pCi/m?-
sec for every 1,000 pCi/L of radium and recent data on the radium content of new Cells
4A and 4B, the radon emissions from Cell 4A are 110.6 pCi/m2-sec and those from Cell
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4B are 102.2 pCi/m?-sec. This is over 5 times the current radon emission standard. See
Section IV. 45.11, below.

11. Proposed Rule, at II.F.1. Background Information for Proposed Area Source
Standards, How did we gather information for this proposed rule?, Pre-1989
Conventional Mill Impoundments (page 25393, col. 3,9 3), states (in part):

The White Mesa Conventional Mill in Blanding, Utah, has one
pre-1989 impoundment (known by the company as Cell 3) that is currently
in operation and near capacity but is still authorized and continues to
receive tailings. The company is now pumping any residual free solution
out of the cell and contouring the sands. It will then be determined
whether any more solids need to be added to the cell to fill it to the
specified final elevation. It is expected to close in the near future (EPA-
HQ-OAR-2008-0218- 0069). The mill also uses an impoundment
constructed before 1989 as an evaporation pond (known as Cell 1). To the
extent this evaporation pond contains byproduct material, its HAP
emissions are also regulated by Subpart W.

11.1. The EPA should have acknowledged another pre-1989 impoundment that
was an existing tailings impoundment at the time the Proposed Rule was issued on

May 2,2014. Cell 2 (66 acres) was an “existing” tailings impoundment, constructed
before December 1989.

11.2. The White Mesa Mill licensee, currently Energy Fuels Resources (USA)
Inc. (EFRI), continued to monitor the radon flux for Cell 2 and submit the results to the
EPA and the Utah Division of Air Quality (DAQ)7 on an annual basis. In 2012, the radon
flux from Cell 2 exceeded the Subpart W standard of 20 pCi/m2-sec of radon-222 for an
existing uranium tailings impoundment. 40 C.FR. § 61.252(a). The exceedance was
reported to the DAQ and EPA in March 2013.8 The April 17,2013, DAQ White Mesa
Mill Subpart W compliance review states that “due to the exceedance from Cell #2,
monthly reports are required to be submitted,” and that “the first report will be submitted
April 2013.” Until May 2014, Energy Fuels submitted monthly reports on the radon flux
for Cell 2 and the measures taken to bring Cell 2 into compliance with the Subpart W
standard, pursuant to Section 61.254(b). The Licensee, EPA, and DAQ’s actions were the
result of a determination that the provisions of Section 61.252(a) applied to Cell 2 as an
“existing” tailings impoundment.

71In 1995 the State of Utah assumed administrative and enforcement authority for the
radionuclide NESHAPS for Utah.

8 White Mesa Uranium Mill, National Emissions Standards for Radon Emission from Operating
Mill Tailings Transmittal of 2012 Annual Radon Flux Monitoring Reports; Energy Fuels
Resources (USA) Inc. to Bryce Bird, Director, Division of Air Quality; March 29, 2013.
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11.3. Even though the Licensee was submitting annual and monthly Subpart W
compliance reports for Cell 2 as late as the end of July 2014, the EPA failed to even
mention Cell 2 in the Proposed Rule. The was an egregious oversight on the part of the
EPA.

11.4. In the monthly compliance for April 2014, submitted in May 2014 (after
the publication of the May 2 Proposed Rule), the Licensee requested permission to cease
monthly monitoring because Cell 2 was in compliance with the radon flux standard. On
July 23, 2014, the Utah Division of Radiation Control (DRC) issued an order stating that
Cell 2 is not in operation and is in closure. The DRC directive stated that no additional
radioactive materials of any sort or other waste may be added to the cell.® However, it is
doubtful that Cell 2 can be considered to be in “closure.” The White Mesa Mill License!?
does not include an approved Closure Plan for Cell 2. There are no enforceable
reclamation milestones for the closure and reclamation of Cell 2 that have been
incorporated into the License as license conditions, as required by 10 C.F.R. Part 40,
Appendix A, Criterion 6A, and 40 C.F.R. § 192.32(a)(3).

11.5. The 2012 Annual Compliance Report submittal (page 1) states that the Cell
2 dewatering activities are mandated by the Mill's State of Utah Groundwater Discharge
Permit. There is no reference to dewatering activities mandated by the Mill’s Radioactive
Materials License or a closure plan. There is no reference to enforceable reclamation
milestone for the removal of free-standing liquids from Cell 2. The EPA rescinded
40 C.F.R. Part 61 Subpart T under the assumption that that enforceable reclamation
milestones would be incorporated into uranium mill licenses as part of closure.!!

11.6. The FRN neglects to mention another “existing” 11e.(2) byproduct material
disposal impoundments at the White Mesa Mill. Cell 1, constructed in 1981, receives
and stores processing liquids and solid material. Eventually, part of Cell 1 will be used to
dispose of solid 11e.(2) byproduct material from the reclamation of the Mill. Another
impoundment that receives processing liquids is Roberts Pond, yet there is no mention of
that impoundment in the FRN, and it does not appear that it was approved pursuant to
40 C.FR. §§ 61.07 and 61.08.

12. Proposed Rule, at II.F.1. Information for Proposed Area Source Standards, How
did we gather information for this proposed rule?, Pre-1989 Conventional Mill
Impoundments (page 25394, col. 1,9 1), states (in part):

The mill also uses an impoundment constructed before 1989 as an

9 http://www.deg.utah.gov/businesses/E/energyfuels/docs/2014/07Jul/
EnergyFuels072814 .pdf

10 http://www.deq.utah.gov/businesses/E/energyfuels/docs/2010/06Jun/4BER
%20UT1900479%20061410.pdf

1159 FR 36302, July 15, 1994
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evaporation pond (known as Cell 1). To the extent this evaporation pond
contains byproduct material, its HAP emissions are also regulated by
Subpart W.

12.1. Cell 1 contains 11e.(2) byproduct material. But it is misleading to state that
its HAP emissions are also regulated by Subpart W. There is no requirement to measure
the radon emissions from Cell 1 because Cell 1 contains liquids. So, it may be regulated,
but with no requirement to actually measure the radon emissions, it might as well not be
regulated. The EPA should make that clear. The materials, solids and liquids, in Cell 1
are 11e.(2) byproduct material. Even the Cell 1 liner is 11e.(2) byproduct material.

12.2. Further, since 1990, the EPA, DAQ, and the White Mesa Mill license did
not include Cell 1when determining compliance Section 61.252(b)(1), which states (in
part): “The owner or operator shall have no more than two impoundments, including
existing impoundments, in operation at any one time.” If Cell 1 was really being
regulated by Subpart W, it would have counted as the third operating impoundment when
Subpart W became effective. In reality, at no time since 1990 has the EPA or DAQ
actually regulated Cell 1 under Subpart W.

12.3. Recent data indicates that there are, have been, and will continue to be
significant radon emissions from the liquid effluents in Cell 1. See Section IV. 45.11,
below. Yet, the EPA has maintained that radon emissions from liquid evaporation ponds,
now called nonconventional impoundments, were negligible.

12.4. Roberts Pond, which also receives liquid effluent and solids, was also
constructed before December 1989. Neither the EPA, nor the DAQ, ever approved the
construction of, or later relining of, Roberts Pond.

13. Proposed Rule, at II.F.1. Background Information for Proposed Area Source
Standards, How did we gather information for this proposed rule?, Pre-1989
Conventional Mill Impoundments (page 25394, col. 1,9 3, and col. 2,9 1), states (in

part):

The Shootaring Canyon project is a conventional mill located about 3
miles north of Ticaboo, Utah, in Garfield County. The approximately
1,900-acre site includes an ore pad, a small milling building, and a tailings
impoundment system that is partially constructed. The mill operated for a
very short period of time. Shootaring Canyon did pre-date the standard,
but the mill was shut down prior to the promulgation of the standard. The
impoundment is in a standby status and has an active license administered
by the Utah Department of Environmental Quality, Division of Radiation
Control. The future plans for this uranium recovery operation are
unknown.
kskok

The Shootaring Canyon mill operated for approximately 30 days.
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Tailings were deposited in a portion of the upper impoundment. A lower
impoundment was conceptually designed but has not been built. Milling
operations in 1982 produced 25,000 cubic yards of tailings, deposited in a

2,508 m 2 (0.62 acres) area.

13.1. Most of the tailings at the Shootaring Canyon Mill did not come from the
processing of ore at the mill. The tailings came from the disposal of equipment and
wastes from the cleanup of the Hyrdo-Jet Heap-Leach operation (NRC Docket No.
40-7869).

13.2. The EPA should include the fact that the Shootaring Canyon Mill site
includes stockpiled ore, ore on the tailings impoundment berm, and areas of radioactively
contaminated soils that must be removed and placed in the tailings impoundment!? The
estimated amount of ore and contaminated soil is 114,000 cubic yards. The ore stockpile
and soil beneath the ore pile that will be removed is 65,500 cubic yards. An additional
6,700 cubic yards of ore is on top of one of the tailings impoundment berms. The
average radium-226 concentration of 30 ore samples is 225.68 pCi/gm (rounded to 226
pCi/gm). The average tailings radium concentration is 78.8 pCi/gm.!3

13.3. The EPA seriously underestimates the amount of contaminated soils, ore,
and other tailings that are at the Shootaring Canyon Mill.

13.4. Regarding future plans for the Shootaring Mill, on October 17,2014, the
Utah Division of Radiation Control (DRC) authorized the Transfer of Control and
Ownership from Uranium One Americas, Inc. to Anfield Resources Holding Corp.!4

14. Proposed Rule, at II.F.1. Background Information for Proposed Area Source
Standards, How did we gather information for this proposed rule?, Pre-1989
Conventional Mill Impoundments (page 25394, col. 1,9 3, and col. 2, Y 2), states:

A fourth mill is Cotter Corporation in Cafion City, Colorado. The mill no
longer exists, and the pre-1989 impoundments are in closure.

14.1. It is questionable whether the pre-1989 impoundments at the Cotter Mill are
“in closure.” To the best of Commenters’ knowledge, the Cotter Mill does not have an
approved Closure Plan. To the best of Commenters’ knowledge, there are no enforceable

12 Tailings Reclamation and Decommissioning Plan for Shootaring Canyon Uranium Project,
Garfield County, Utah. License Number SUA-1371 (NRC); UT 0900480 (DAQ). Hydro-
Engineering LLC, Environmental Restoration Inc. Revised November 2003. Updated and

submitted March 29, 2012. http://www.radiationcontrol.utah.gov/Uranium Mills/uraniumone/
docs/2012/March/DRC-2012-001447 .pdf

131d. Section 5.4.4, page 5-6.

14 http://www.deq.utah.gov/businesses/U/uraniumone/docs/2014/100ct/
TransferofContorl101714.pdf
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reclamation milestones for the closure and reclamation the tailings impoundments that
have been incorporated into the Cotter Mill license as license conditions, as required by
40 C.FR. Part 192 and 10 C.F.R. Part 40, Appendix A, Criterion 6A. Closure demands a
closure plan and enforceable reclamation milestones for the removal of free-standing
liquids (dewatering), placement of the interim cover, and placement of the final radon
barrier.

15. Proposed Rule, at II.F.S. Background Information for Proposed Area Source
Standards, How did we gather information for this proposed rule?, Flux Requirement
Versus Management Practices for Conventional Impoundments in Operation Before
December 15, 1989 (page 25394, col. 3, § 4; page 25395, col. § 1), states (in part):

In performing our analysis we considered the information we received
from all the existing conventional impoundments. We also looked at the
compliance history of the existing conventional impoundments. After this
review we considered two specific questions: (1) Are any of the
conventional impoundments using any novel methods to reduce radon
emissions? (2) Is there now any reason to believe that any of the existing
conventional impoundments could not comply with the management
practices for new conventional impoundments, in which case would we
need to continue to make the distinction between conventional
impoundments constructed before or after December 15, 19897 We arrived
at the following conclusions: First, we are not aware of any conventional
impoundment that uses any new or different technologies to reduce radon
emissions.

Conventional impoundment operators continue to use the standard
method of reducing radon emissions by limiting the size of the
impoundment and covering tailings with soil or keeping tailings wet.
These are very effective methods for limiting the amount of radon released
to the environment.

15.1. Here, the EPA has asked the wrong questions. This question that should be
asked is whether the existing regulations are protective of the public health and safety,
how those regulations have been implemented, and how the regulations can be improved
to limit the amount of radon released from a conventional uranium mill tailings
impoundment prior to the placement of the final radon barrier. By asking Question 2, the
EPA is going down a path of manipulating the experience of the implementation and
enforcement of Subpart W. The EPA is assuring that, in the future, radon emissions will
not be monitored and therefore, no mitigative measures will be taken to bring tailings
impoundments within the accepted 20 pCi/m2-sec standard when that standard is
exceeded.

15.2. Another question that should be asked is not whether existing conventional
impoundments can comply with the management practices for new mill tailings
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impoundments (40 C.F.R. § 61.252(b)), but whether the new mill tailings impoundments
should also be subject to the radon flux standard for existing mill tailings piles (40 C.F.R.
§ 61.252(a)).

15.3. UW strongly believes that all tailings impoundments must be subject to the
current radon flux standard for “existing” impoundments, or a more restrictive standard,
no matter the size or when they were constructed. Unless there is monitoring of the
radon flux, a mill operator, the public, and regulatory agencies will not know how much
radon is actually being emitted from a tailings impoundment. With no standard and no
monitoring, the mill operator will not be required to take effective measures to limit the
radon emissions. It is only when there is a radon emission standard, requirement for
yearly compliance monitoring and reporting, requirement for monthly reporting and
mitigative measures if an impoundment is out of compliance, and possibility of an
enforcement order, that the EPA can assure that effective methods are being used to limit
the amount of radon released to the environment.

15.4. A tailings impoundment that limits the size of the impoundment to 40 acres,
is not required under Subpart W to use any other method to limit the radon emissions. By
having a 40-acre impoundment the mill owner has satisfied the EPA requirement for an
effective method to reduce radon emissions. There is no EPA requirement to cover the
tailings with soil or keep the tailings wet. If the radon emissions increase due to drying
out of the pile, through natural evaporation or active dewatering, presence of wild-blown
tailings, or placement of material in the impoundment with higher radon emissions than
expected or emissions of radon-220, with no monitoring, the emissions would not be
documented. Therefore, there is no prospect of using other “effective methods for
limiting the amount of radon released to the environment.”

15.5. The Clean Air Act (CAA) has guidance for the promulgation of work
practice standards. Section 112(h) of the CAA states:

(h) WORK PRACTICE STANDARDS AND OTHER REQUIREMENTS.

(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this section, if it is not feasible in
the judgment of the Administrator to prescribe or enforce an emission
standard for control of a hazardous air pollutant or pollutants, the
Administrator may, in lieu thereof, promulgate a design, equipment,
work practice, or operational standard, or combination thereof, which
in the Administrator’s judgment is consistent with the provisions of
subsection (d) or (f). In the event the Administrator promulgates a design
or equipment standard under this subsection, the Administrator shall
include as part of such standard such requirements as will assure the
proper operation and maintenance of any such element of design or
equipment.
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(2) DEFINITION.—For the purpose of this subsection, the phrase “not
feasible to prescribe or enforce an emission standard’ means any
situation in which the Administrator determines that—

(A) a hazardous air pollutant or pollutants cannot be emitted
through a conveyance designed and constructed to emit or capture such
pollutant, or that any requirement for, or use of, such a conveyance would
be inconsistent with any Federal, State or local law, or

(B) the application of measurement methodology to a
particular class of sources is not practicable due to technological and
economic limitations. [Emphasis added.]

Clearly, it is feasible to prescribe and enforce the radon emission standard in
Section 61.252(a). Clearly, the application of the measurement methodology is
practicable and there are no technological and economic limitations related to the use of
the measurement methodology used to determine compliance with the standard. For 25
years the EPA has relied on an emission standard for the control of radon from uranium
mill tailings. EPA has not demonstrated that this method is unreliable, unfeasible, or has
significant technical or economic limitations. Therefore, there is no legal basis for
eliminating this standard for existing mill tailings impoundments and replacing it with a
work practice standard.

15.6. The EPA and, in Utah the DAQ, have consistently failed to enforce the
work practice standard applicable to both existing and new tailings impoundments. The
EPA and DAQ failed to enforce the 2-impoundment provision in Section 61.252(b)(1):
“The owner or operator shall have no more than two impoundments, including existing
impoundments, in operation at any one time.”

16. Proposed Rule, at II.F.5. Background Information for Proposed Area Source
Standards, How did we gather information for this proposed rule?, Flux Requirement
Versus Management Practices for Conventional Impoundments in Operation Before
December 15, 1989 (page 25395, col. 1,9 2), states (in part):

Second, we believe that only one existing operating conventional
impoundment designed and in operation before December 15, 1989, could
not meet the work practice standards. This impoundment is Cell 3 at the
White Mesa mill, which is expected to close in 2014 (Personal
communication between EPA staff and Utah Department of Environmental
Quality staff, May 16, 2013, EPA-HQ- 2008-0218-0081).

16.1. At the time of the issuance of the May 2 FRN, there was another existing
tailings impoundment at the White Mesa Mil that did not meet the work practice
standards. Up until July 23,2014, Cell 2 was an existing impoundment subject to the
provisions of Subpart W. See Section 11, above.
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16.2. The EPA has not provided any documentation that demonstrates that the
Shootaring Canyon and Sweetwater Mills meet the work practice and design standards in
Section 61.252(b). For some reason, the EPA failed to send letters to the owners of the
Shootaring Canyon and Sweetwater Mills requesting information about their tailings
impoundments, pursuant to Section 114 of the CAA. At least, no letters and no responses
have been posted on the EPA Subpart W Review website where the EPA has posted
inquiries and responses from other mill owners.

16.3. Also, there is documentation that White Mesa Cells 4A and 4B are larger
than 40 acres. Any EPA claim that White Mesa Cells 4A and 4B are 40 acres must be
supported by documentation.

16.4. There is no documentation from the licensee that supports the assumption
that Cell 3 will close in 2014. The DAQ Public Participation Summary for the Dawn
Mining Alternate Feed Amendment Request provides information regarding the status of
Cell 3:

Cell 3: Cell 3 was approved by the NRC in September of 1982, and is one
of the Mill's two operating cells. It is currently near capacity, but is still
accepting byproduct material such as in situ leach waste for direct
disposal, an activity authorized by the Mill's license. This material is
currently going to Cell 3 rather than Cell 4A. Because byproduct material
for direct disposal is delivered by truck rather than by slurry, there must be
a minimum amount of tailings in a cell in order to protect the integrity of
the cell's liner and other structural elements (e.g., the leak detection
system). Cell 4A does not yet have enough tailings in it to allow trucks to
drive on it safely, ensuring the liner is property protected. For that reason,
and consistent with its License, Energy Fuels has indicated that it intends
to continue to use Cell 3 for direct byproduct disposal until those materials
can go into Cell 4A. All but approximately seventeen acres of Cell 3 are
covered by a clean soil liner. 15

According to Energy Fuels, the White Mesa Mill will be placed on standby at the
end of 2014, pending improvements in market prices.!¢ Currently, there is a water cover
on the Cell 4A bulk tailings. This means that it may be years before Cell 4A will have
enough solid tailings to be used for the disposal of ISL waste. In order to dispose of ISL
waste in Cell 4A, the License must be amended, which takes an application, public
notice, comment, and an opportunity for a hearing, DAQ review and approval. It may be

15 Public Participation Summary, Dawn Mining Alternate Feed Amendment Request, Energy
Fuels Resources (USA) Inc. (Energy Fuels) (Utah Radioactive Material License UT1900479),
White Mesa Uranium Mill; San Juan County, Utah; July 10, 2014. Page 3.
http://www.deq.utah.gov/businesses/E/energyfuels/docs/2014/07Jul/
EnergyFuelsDawnMiningPPSummary61014.pdf

16 http://www.energyfuels.com/investors/press_releases/index.php?content id=297
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years before ISL materials can be disposed of in Cell 4A. Further, for Cell 3 to close, it
requires a license amendment and the incorporation of a closure plan and reclamation
milestones for Cell 3 into the License. Again, this license application, public
participation, and approval process will take some time.

Therefore, for the foreseeable future, Cell 3 will be an operational mill tailings
impoundment, subject to the monitoring and reporting requirements in Subpart W.

16.5. There is nothing on the record that would justify any cessation in the
monitoring and reporting requirements in Subpart W for Cell 3. In fact, it will be this
monitoring and reporting that will assure that, when the tailings impoundment dries out,
the expected radon flux increase will be documented in annual Subpart W compliance
reports, and any exceedance of the standard will be met with timely and effective
mitigative measures. The DAQ and EPA have demonstrated that the unfettered release of
radon from the existing Cell 2 as Cell 2 dried out was not acceptable: the radon must be
measured, the radon flux reported, and appropriate measures be taken to bring the tailings
cell back into compliance with the flux standard when the flux is exceeded. So, why
would it be acceptable to do otherwise for Cell 3?

16.4. The EPA has not provided any documentation that would support the
assertion that the existing Shootaring Canyon and Sweetwater Mill impoundments have
synthetic liners and meet the design standards in Section 61.252(b).

17. Proposed Rule, at II.F.5. Background Information for Proposed Area Source
Standards, How did we gather information for this proposed rule?, Flux Requirement
Versus Management Practices for Conventional Impoundments in Operation Before
December 15, 1989 (page 25395, col. 1,9 2), states (in part):

We were very clear in our 1989 rulemaking that all conventional mill
impoundments must meet the requirements of 40 CFR 192.32(a), which,
in addition to requiring ground-water monitoring, also required the use of
liner systems to ensure there would be no leakage from the impoundment
into the ground water. We did this by removing the exemption for existing
piles from the 40 CFR 192.32(a) requirements (54 FR 51680). However,
we did not require those existing impoundments to meet either the
phased disposal or continuous disposal work practice standards,
which limit the exposed area and/or number of conventional
impoundments, thereby limiting the potential for radon emissions.
[Emphasis added.]

17.1. It is not true that in 1989 the EPA did not require existing impoundments to
meet the requirement that limited the number of impoundments and thereby limit the
potential for radon emissions. Section 61.252(b)(1) clearly states: “The owner or
operator shall have no more than two impoundments, including existing impoundments,
in operation at any one time.” Emphasis added. Also, there is no mention that this
impoundment limitation applies to so-called “conventional impoundments.”
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17.2. Just because the EPA and State of Utah failed to enforce the two-
impoundment limitation, does not mean that such a limitation was not a requirement in
the Subpart W rule promulgated in 1989.

18. Proposed Rule, at II.F.5. Background Information for Proposed Area Source
Standards, How did we gather information for this proposed rule?, Flux Requirement
Versus Management Practices for Conventional Impoundments in Operation Before
December 15, 1989 (page 25395, col. 2,9 1) states (in part):

We believe that the existing conventional impoundments at both the
Shootaring Canyon and Sweetwater facilities can meet the work practice
standards in the current Subpart W regulation. The conventional
impoundments at both these facilities are less than 40 acres in area and are
synthetically lined as per the requirements in 40 CFR 192.32(a).

18.1. Contrary to the EPA’s claim that the Shootaring Canyon Mill tailing
impoundment is synthetically lined, the tailings impoundment does not have a synthetic
liner.!” 18 The Shootaring Canyon Mill impoundment has a clay liner. The DAQ would
not permit the use of that impoundment for the disposal of 11e.(2) byproduct material if
the Mill restarts commences processing of uranium ore.

18.2. The Sweetwater Mill tailings impoundment is 60 acres, not 40
acres.!?

19. Proposed Rule, at II.F.5. Background Information for Proposed Area Source
Standards, How did we gather information for this proposed rule?, Flux Requirement
Versus Management Practices for Conventional Impoundments in Operation Before
December 15, 1989 (page 25395, col. 2,9 1) states (in part):

As a result, we find there would be no conventional impoundment
designed or constructed before December 15, 1989 that could not meet a
work practice standard. Since the conventional impoundments in
existence prior to December 15, 1989 appear to meet the work practice
standards, we are proposing to eliminate the distinction of whether the
conventional impoundment was constructed before or after December 15,
1989. We are also proposing that all conventional impoundments
(including those in existence prior to December 15, 1989) must meet the
requirements of one of the two work practice standards, and that the flux

17 Tailings Reclamation and Decommissioning Plan for Shootaring Canyon Uranium Project,
Garfield County, Utah. License Number SUA-1371 (NRC); UT 0900480 (DAQ). Hydro-
Engineering LLC, Environmental Restoration Inc.

18 John Hulquist, Division of Radiation Control, electronic communication, May 20, 2014.

19 NRC Staff, electronic communication.
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standard of 20 pCi/m2/sec will no longer be required for the
impoundments in existence prior to December 15, 1989.

19.1. The Shootaring Canyon Mill does not have a synthetic liner, therefore it
does not meet the requirements of 40 C.F.R. § 192.32(a) and the work practice standard
in Section 61.252(b). Also, the EPA has not substantiated the assertion that the
Sweetwater Mill has a synthetic liner. Therefore, there is no basis for the EPA’s
conclusion that the radon flux standard is no longer required.

19.2. If a tailings impoundment meets the work practice standard in Section
61.252(b), it is not a forgone conclusion that the “flux standard of 20 pCi/m2/sec will no
longer be required for the impoundments in existence prior to December 15, 1989.” The
work practice standard should not be used in place of an emission practice standard for
any mill tailings impoundment no matter the size and year of construction. The EPA has
not and cannot demonstrate that the radon flux standard and monitoring method are
unreliable, unfeasible, or have significant technical or economic limitations, pursuant to
Section 112(h) of the CAA. Therefore, the EPA cannot replace the emission standard
with a work practice standard. Nor can the EPA rely solely on a work practice standard
for new tailings impoundments.

19.3. If the EPA relies solely on a work practice standard for uranium mill
tailings impoundments, the EPA will sanction the indefinite, unmonitored, unreported,
unfettered, and unmitigated release of radon from tailings impoundments.

20. Proposed Rule, at II.H. Background Information for Proposed Area Source
Standards, Why did we conduct an updated risk assessment? (page 25395, col. 2, to
25396, col. 3).

20.1. The risk assessment information for the White Mesa Mill only references
radon emissions from 2008.

20.2. The risk assessment is not supported by actual studies of the health impacts
to people living in the vicinity of uranium mills since 1989, or before that time.

20.3. The risk assessment does not consider the risks for other health effects
besides cancer from exposure to radon. The EPA must also identify, characterize, and
assess those risks.

21. Proposed Rule, at II1.B.1. Summary of the Proposed Requirements, What are the
proposed requirements? , Conventional Impoundments (page 25397, col. 2,9 1), states (in

part):

As discussed earlier, we no longer believe that a distinction needs to be
made for conventional impoundments based on the date when they were
designed and/or constructed. We believe that the existing conventional
impoundments at both the Shootaring Canyon and Sweetwater facilities
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can meet the work practice standards in the current Subpart W regulation.
The conventional impoundments at both these facilities are less than 40
acres in area and are synthetically lined as per the requirements in 40 CFR
192.32(a)(1). The existing cell 3 at the White Mesa mill will undergo
closure in 2014 and will be replaced with the impoundments currently
under construction that meet the phased disposal work practice standard.
Therefore, there is no reason not to subject these older impoundments to
the work practice standards required for impoundments designed or
constructed after December 15, 1989. By incorporating these
impoundments under the work practices provision of Subpart W, it is no
longer necessary to require radon flux monitoring, and we are proposing to
eliminate that requirement.

21.1. As discussed above, the Shootaring Canyon Mill tailings impoundment
does not have a synthetic liner. The Sweetwater Mill impoundment is far greater than 40
acres. Further, the EPA has provided no documentation that substantiates the assumption
that both the Shootaring Canyon Mill and Sweetwater Mill impoundments can meet the
work practice standards of the current Subpart W regulation and, apparently, failed to
request the pertinent information about those impoundments from the licensees. White
Mesa Mill Cell 3 is an existing tailings impoundments and documentation supports the
assumption that Cell 3 will remain in operation for the indefinite future. Further, there is
every reason to continue to monitor the radon emissions from existing tailings
impoundments until the end of the closure period, so that the EPA will not sanction the
indefinite, unmonitored, unreported, unfettered, and unregulated emission of radon from
existing tailings impoundments.

21.2. The EPA claims that the White Mesa Mill Cell 3 “will be replaced with the
impoundments currently under construction that meet the phased disposal work practice
standard.” Actually Cell 4A and 4B have already been constructed and are receiving 11e.
(2) byproduct material. Tailings slurry and effluents are being placed in Cell 4A, and Cell
4B is being use to contain liquids, including liquids from the dewatering of Cell 2. Cell
3, like Cell 2, is not really being replaced. The number of solid tailings impoundments
emitting radon are increasing, and the radon emissions are increasing at the Mill. So,
there are at least 5 operating impoundments currently at the Mill (Cell 1, Cell 3, Cell 4A,
Cell 4B, and Roberts Pond), a clear violation of the so-called work practice standard that
only permits 2 operational impoundments at any one time.

21.3. The regulatory program for existing uranium tailings impoundments at the
White Mesa Mill, as it have been implemented since 1989 to the present, must continue.
Monitoring and reporting of the radon emissions from Cells 2 and 3 and actions to reduce
those radon emissions if the standard is exceeded, as happened at Cell 2 in 2012, must not
be eliminated by EPA fiat. Maintaining the requirements in Sections 61.252(a), 61.253,
61.254, and 61.255 is the only way that the EPA can fulfill its statutory responsibility to
reduce and control radon emissions.
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22. Proposed Rule, at III.B.1. Summary of the Proposed Requirements, What are the
proposed requirements? , Conventional Impoundments (page 25397, col. 2, Y 2), states (in
part):

While we are proposing to eliminate the radon monitoring requirement for
these three impoundments under Subpart W, this action does not relieve
the owner or operator of the uranium recovery facility of the monitoring
and maintenance requirements of their operating license issued by the
NRC or its Agreement States. These requirements are found at 10 CFR
Part 40, Appendix A, Criterion 8 and 8A. Additionally, NRC, through its
Regulatory Guide 4.14, may also recommend incorporation of
radionuclide air monitoring at operating facility boundaries.

22.1. 10 C.FR. Part 40, Appendix A, Criterion 8 and 8A, do not require the
monitoring of radon emissions from tailings impoundments, so NRC regulations do not
replace the radon emission standards in Subpart W.

22.2. The EPA should have referenced 10 C.F.R. § 20.1301, which requires
compliance with an dose standard to the nearest occupant. Recently, the NRC provided
an opportunity to comment on NRC revised draft guidance: “Evaluations of Uranium
Recovery Facility Surveys of Radon and Radon Progeny in Air and Demonstrations of
Compliance with 10 CFR 20.1301.”20 The NRC will now require annual demonstration
of compliance. One of the methods for demonstrating compliance and demonstrating the
assumptions in a calculated dose assessment is the actual measurement of the radon
source emissions. However, since the EPA now believes that the actual measurement of
radon emissions from tailings impoundments is not appropriate at any uranium mill, it is
unlikely that any uranium mill licensee will be able to justify radon emission assumptions
with actual data from tailings impoundments and liquid effluents to support those
assumptions over time. It is very short sighted of the EPA not to require licensees to
determine the radon emissions from a major source of those emissions.

22.3. Other regulatory requirements that the EPA is conveniently ignoring are the
provisions of 40 C.FR. Part 192.32(a)(3) and 10 C.F.R. Part 40, Appendix A, Criterion
6A. These regulations require a closure plan (radon) and the enforceable reclamation
milestones. If, after these milestones have been incorporated into the license as license
amendments, the licensee wishes to extend the milestone(s), the licensee must
demonstrate compliance with the 20 pCi/m2-sec radon flux standard. After that, the
licensee must demonstrate compliance on an annual basis. Maybe the EPA is not
mentioning such requirements because the EPA, NRC, and States of Utah and Colorado
are not seeing to it that reclamation milestone requirement is implemented and enforced

20 Interim Staff Guidance FSME-ISG-01, “Evaluations of Uranium Recovery Facility Surveys
of Radon and Radon Progeny in Air and Demonstrations of Compliance with 10 CFR 20.1301.”
Revised Draft Report for Comment. March 2014. 79 Fed. Reg. 17194; March 27,2014. Docket
ID NRC-2011-0266.
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for the White Mesa and Cafion City Mills. With no milestones, there is no need to extend
the milestones if enforceable milestones are not met and, thus, no need to ever again be
required to comply with the 20 pCi/m2-sec standard on an annual basis until the final
radon barrier is in place. This lack of milestones provides an open window for indefinite,
unmonitored, unreported, unfettered, and unregulated emission of radon from tailings
impoundments.

23. Proposed Rule, at III.B.1. Summary of the Proposed Requirements, What are the
proposed requirements? , Conventional Impoundments (page 25397, col. 2, 9 4), states (in

part):

From a cost standpoint, by not requiring radon monitoring we expect that
for all three sites the total annual average cost savings would be $29,200,
with a range from about $21,000 to $37,000.

23.1. If the licensees of the Shootaring Canyon and Sweetwater Mill would like
to save on the annual costs of monitoring their radon emissions, the licensee can
commence the long-delayed decommissioning and reclamation. The EPA states that
“standby” is a period of time that “usually takes place when the price of uranium is such
that it may not be cost effective for the uranium recovery facility to continue operations,
and yet the facility has not surrendered its operating license, and may re-establish
operations once the price of uranium rises to a point where it is cost effective to do so.”
The 2 mills on standby last operated in the early 1980’s. Since that time there have been
times when the price of uranium increased sufficiently to support the operation of the
White Mesa Mill and even the licensing of a new mill in Colorado. The most recent
uranium price upswing started about 2006, and the White Mesa Mill started mining and
processing uranium ore again. That uranium boom, which lasted less than an decade, is
now over. During those uranium price upswings, neither the Shootaring Canyon nor the
Sweetwater Mill re-established operations. How many more up and down uranium price
cycles will have to occur before the regulators realize that these mills are unlikely to
operate again and must commence decommissioning and reclamation?

23.2. Also, when a licensee does not wish to continue operations is does not
“surrender its operating license.” This is a mischaracterization of what happens when a
mill ceases operation completely. At that time decommissioning and reclamation, which
can last for decades, commences. The license is eventually terminated by the NRC or
NRC Agreement State when certain conditions are met and the reclaimed tailings
impoundment turned over to the U.S. Department of Energy (or other authorized state or
federal authority) for perpetual care and maintenance.

23.3. The costs of monitoring radon emissions at the White Mesa Mill is
minimal, considering the money that is being made on the sale of uranium and the assets
of the company. The cost of not monitoring radon emissions, for example, if the
emissions from Cell 2 had not been monitored, is the indefinite, unmonitored, unreported,
unfettered, and unregulated emission of radon from the tailings impoundment.
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24. Proposed Rule, at III.B.1. Summary of the Proposed Requirements, What are the
proposed requirements? , Conventional Impoundments (page 25397, col. 3,9 1), states:

We determined that the requirements at 40 CFR 192.32(a)(1), which
reference the RCRA requirements for design and operation of surface
impoundments at 40 CFR 264.221, are the only requirements necessary
for EPA to incorporate for Subpart W, as they are effective methods of
containing tailings and protecting ground water while also limiting radon
emissions. This liner requirement, described earlier in this preamble,
remains in use for the permitting of hazardous waste land disposal units
under RCRA. The requirements at 40 CFR 192.32(a)(1) contain
safeguards to allow for the placement of tailings and yet provide an early
warning system in the event of a leak in the line