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RE': Reqhe~t for Reconsideration ofRe,quest for Correction (RfC#l2001). regarding 
· .arialysesas~bciated with the impact of bi.ofuels · · · 

Dear Mr. Ka,zman: ·· · · 
./• 

.. . . . 

This letter 'is in .response to the .Competitive Enterprise Institute ' s (CEI) and ActionAid VSA's . ·' 
. (AA) Request for Reconsideration (RFR) 12001A1

, dated 'Marcb 11,.2013)"and rece1ved by' the .. 
United· States .Envird~eotal pro~ection Agency (EPA), pursuant .to the Ouidl!linesfor.''Ensurini ·; 
and M~i'm#ing: the Quqlity, Objectivity, Utility, and Int~grity oflnfdrmation Disseminated by 

·the Erivitonmehtal Prot~ctiim .(tgency (EPA IQG). Your RFR requests that EPA retonsider its 
respon~e. dated ;:L)e,ce~bei 12, 2012 to your Reques~ for Correction (RFC} 12Qol:. ·... , , · , 

', I_' I· ' I ' 1 •• ' ''I ' 

· Yotir·RFR challenges. EPNs.decision on the RFC, arguing in particular that EI>A wrongly 
. focusyd oh .the.in~remef).tal effects ofU.S. biofuel mat;ldates viewed.irt isolation, '.and that EPA . 

' .... Wt-ongly characterized Uie.impac~s of biofuel P91icies on food prices. and ·w~rl.d hunger. Your . 
. .. ietter ~eiterates . yoor.~rigi:naL~;equest for correction regarding EPA's ihfo'n:pat{dn on ~' \biofuel 
·. mandates on global hunger. and ~ortality." . .' · · :· . 

., . .. ' . . ' ' 

Consistentwith EPA's IQQ, ·EPA convened an executive panel to cieterm:ine EPA's response to · 
this RFR. The members of U,lis executive panel consisted of the EPA Science Advis.or; the · 
Assistant Adininistrator of the Office of Chemical Safety .and Pollution· Pr:evention, and ine; the · 
EPA.Actlng Chief,Information Officer. The panel reviewed your RFC, EPA's Response ~ arid·the. 
RFR and have concluded that EPA's RFC response was approf>riate. 

The R,FC requested that .EPA correct information r~levant to various aCtions regarding the -~. 
Renewable Fuel' Standard (.R.12.S),_including the RFS final rule promulgat~d in 'March,20 10. The 
RFCtqok issue with the scope ofthe analysis as well as the conclusions EPA drew based on the 
analytical results. In the RFC; you pointed to analyses to support your request, including a study . 

· 
1 CEVAA RFR 12001 A : (March 20 13) http ://epa .gov/quaJity/informationguidel!nes/.docu~ents/1,200 IA.pdf. 
2 CEVAA RFC .1 2001 (bctober 20 ll) bttp://epa.gov/quality/informationguidelines/doctimertts/1200 l .pdf. . . - : ' . . ' 
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by Gokl~y3 whi~h ~as · p~blished afte; th~ · Mar~h 2010 .final rule.had ·been: ·completed. The 
executive,panel found that the analysis. EPA conducted to support the final.Renewable Fuel 
Standard (RFS2) ruiemaking4 was of an appropriate scope and was based on the best available 
science at the time the nile was finalized. With respec~ to the study publ.ished after the March 
2010 final rule; we no'te that the Guidelines are notinten&~d as·avehic.le to contest or require 
revisions to prior rulemaking decisi.ons or rulemaking records ~hat have closed . 

.. ; . " ·.... 

The executive panel also conclud~d that EPA's website a~knowledges potential impacts of 
biofuels policy on food prices and nutrition in a level of detail consistent with the site's 
discussion of other possible effects ·ofbiofuel production. The website .is not intended to be an 
exha~stive catalog of studies ()n the topic. R<~.ther , it is intended as a ,high-level overview of key 

· issues, and it treats the is~ues raised in your RFC at a level'consis'terit with how it treats other 
topics. Separately, EPA plaJis to update its website with additional ieferences 'within sixty days. ... ' " ". ··, .. . . , . 

lfyo:u have any questions about this response, please cot;ttact Monica D. Jones, Director, Quality 
Staff, at (202) 564-6830. · 

·~ 1••• • 
I ,', '• i ;, i 

~tr··~.· 
Acting Assistant Administrator 

and Acting Chief Information Officer 

.. .. ..cc: Gleim Paul~on, Ph.D, E~A Science Advisor, OSA 
James 1. Jones, Assistant Administrator, OCSPP 
Janet McCabe, Acting Assistant Administrator, OAR 
Monica D. Jones, Direc.tor~ Quality Staff 
Kristin Sundell, ActionAid USA 

3 Gokla~y , fudur M., "Could Biofuel Policies Increase Death ~nd Disease in Developing Cou~tries? ". Journal of 
American Physicans and Surg~ons , Volume 16, Number 1, pp. 9-13 (Spring 2011). 
4 Regulation of fuels and Fuel Additives: Changes to Renewable Fuel Standard Program, 40 CFR Part 80, 75 Fed. 
Reg. 14670 (March 26, 2010) (fmal rule). 
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