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(http://epa.gov/environmentaljustice/resources/policv/exec _order 12898.pdl). EPA strives to set
the standard for addressing the environmental challenges that burden so many of our people and
communities. Rulemaking is a critical part of how we carry out our mission of protecting the
environment and health of all Americans. We call upon you to reaffirm the spirit of Executive
Order 12898 and to commit to strengthening our mission to protect our environment and every
American’s fundamental right to breathe clean air, drink clean water and live on clean land.
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Implementation of Lead Renovation Repair and Painting Program: In April 2008, EPA
issued its final Lead Renovation, Repair, and Painting Program (RRP) rule that addressed lead-
based paint hazards created by renovation. repair, and painting activities in target housing and
child-occupied facilities. Recognizing that children in minority populations and children whose
families are poor have an increased risk of exposure to harmful lead levels, EPA determined that
effective implementation was one of the best ways to ensure that these populations are not
exposed to additional leaded dust resulting from common, but improperly-performed, home
renovation, repair, and painting work. EPA’s Dust Study supported this approach because it
demonstrated that renovation activities result in dust lead levels that can be orders of magnitude
above the hazard standard and higher than the levels achievable if the RRP requirements were
followed. EPA concluded that fully implementing the regulations can be a successful tool in
addressing elevated blood lead levels in children. Implementation of the RRP rule is expected to
minimize exposure to lead-based paint hazards and protect children and others. Because minority
and low-income children are already at higher risk of lead poisoning, we expect that this activity
will have specific benefits to populations with environmental justice concerns.

Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Regulation (UCMR 3) for Public Water Systems
Final Rule: EPA uses the Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring program to collect data for
contaminants suspected to be present in drinking water, but that do not have health-based
standards or treatment technique regulations established under the Safe Drinking Water Act.
After conducting an environmental justice analysis of the rule, EPA updated it to require that all
public water systems report U.S. Postal Service zip codes in their service area. This additional
data will enable EPA to potentially identify areas that may have disproportionately high and
adverse human health or environmental impacts on minority or low income population water
supplies.
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