
The Secret Life
of a Smart Phone

Did you know that smart phones have a significant impact on the environment?

Understanding the life cycle of a smart phone can help you make environmentally 

smart choices about your phone—and what to do with it when you want a new one.

What is Your smart Phone made of?

to make smart phones, manufacturers use precious raw materials that must be extracted and

processed, and consume natural resources and energy that can affect our air, land, and water—

as well as plants and animals.

A smart phone is made up of many parts

which use these materials, such as:
lcd disPlaYs: Glass, plastic (made from

crude oil), and liquid crystalline

circuit boards: Copper, gold,

lead, silver, and palladium
recharGeable batteries:

Lithium metallic oxide

hoW to be smart about 

Your smart Phone

Americans get rid of millions of cell

phones every year. Minimize your environmental

impact by maximizing the life of your phone!

choose Your service

Provider carefullY. 

many companies sell their own

phones, which are not always 

transferable between companies.

select a Phone With

features You need and 

a stYle You like, so you’ll

keep it longer. Bonus: you’ll 

save money!

take care of Your Phone.

• Protect	it	wi
th	a	case

• 	Keep	it	out	o
f	extreme

temperatures and away

from liquids 

• 	Charge	the	b
attery	accor

ding

to manufacturer’s directions 

What about PackaGinG

and transPortation?

Packaging consumes:  

PaPer from
trees

Transportation requires fossil

fuels, which can contribute to

global climate change.

Plastic from

crude oil
aluminum from

metal ore 

But your smart choices can

make a difference!

Give Your old 
Phone a neW life!

You can reduce the amount of raw
materials mined and energy used
to produce more phones, as well as the packaging
used to transport them—and make a difference in
our environment!

Give or donate
help someone in need.
• Give your phone to a

family member or friend
• Donate	it to charity

resell
make some extra money and
help someone out.
• Sell your phone using a

reputable website
take advantage of a service
provider’s buy-back program.

recYcle
Drop your old phone off at an
electronics recycling location or
a take-back program. Phone parts
and materials can be used in a new
phone or product. for example:
• Metals can be used in

automotive parts and jewelry
• Plastics can be used in

garden furniture
• Batteries can be used in

more batteries

For every million

smart phones recycled,

we can recover: 

35,274 lbs
of CoPPER

772 lbs
of silvER

75 lbs
of Gold

33 lbs
of Palladium

tiPs for safe donation

Before donating or reselling your smart phone:

• terminate your service
• 	clear the phone’s memory of contacts,

photos, and other personal information
• remove your SIm card

Contact your wireless service provider for more information on
safely donating your phone. Check to see if the program you are
using is working with third-party certified recyclers.

By donating, selling, or recycling your phone, you’ll conserve
precious natural resources and energy, and help protect our planet.

Is your electronics

recycler t
hird-party

certified?

Companies that recycle electronics can be

certified by outside organizations and regularly

audited to make sure that your electronics 

will be recycled safely. that way, you can be 

assured that your cell phone is being recycled

in a way that is protective of our health and 

the environment.

To learn where TodonaTe or recycleyour phone, vIsIT:http://go.usa.gov/jcZVwww.epa.gov/recycle

http://go.usa.gov/jcZV
http://www.epa.gov/recycle



