About the Gulf Guardian Awards

The Gulf of Mexico Program Partnership developed the Gulf Guardian awards as a way to recognize and
honor the businesses, community groups, individuals, and agencies that are taking positive steps to keep
the Gulf healthy, beautiful and productive. The Gulf Guardian Award exemplifies what the Gulf of
Mexico Program is all about; innovative solutions that come about when we pool resources and look for
creative ways to positively impact our quality of life and economic wellbeing. The partnership of the Gulf
of Mexico Program seeks to improve the environmental health of the Gulf in concert with economic
development. The Gulf Guardian Awards is an important way by which we recognize these valuable
efforts. There are many companies, organizations, and individuals in the Gulf States that are "Gulf
Guardians." The GMP partnership believes they should be awarded for their stewardship of this national
resource from which we all derive so much benefit.

The first Gulf Guardian Award winners were recognized in 2000. Every year since, a first, second and
third place award are given in seven categories: Business, Civic/Non-Profit Organization, Partnerships,
Youth/Education, Individual, Government, and Bi-National. All 21 winners in seven different categories
receive an impressive marble and glass memento, press coverage on their project, and recognition by
their peers. First place winners receive a professional three-minute video about their project or efforts.



