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[Insert Addressee] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Re: [Insert name or description of property (e.g., address, legal description, parcel description, site name)] 

Dear [Insert name of party]: 

I am writing in response to your written inquiry dated [insert date] to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) concerning the property referenced above (the “Property”). In your inquiry, you described your intentions to [insert brief description of the “Development” (e.g., lease or purchase the Property for commercial, residential, or recreational development)] (the “Development”) and requested a Superfund comfort/status letter from the EPA. The purpose of this comfort/status letter is to provide you with information the EPA has about the Property, as of the date of this letter. I hope the information in this letter enables you to make informed decisions as you move forward with the Development on the Property.

Under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA, commonly referred to as Superfund), the EPA’s mission is to protect human health and the environment from the risks posed by contaminated or potentially contaminated lands. In doing so, it is the Agency’s priority to return lands to productive reuse. The EPA is issuing this letter consistent with the EPA’s current guidance. 

Property Status

Information on sites that are potentially hazardous and may warrant action under Superfund, including site-specific documents and fact sheets, is recorded by the EPA in the Superfund Enterprise Management System (SEMS), which may be accessed at http://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/cursites/srchsites.cfm. SEMS is a public access database that contains non-enforcement confidential information about sites where there has been some EPA involvement under Superfund. The EPA did not identify the Property in a search of the active and archived records in SEMS.

Please note that the Property’s absence from SEMS does not represent a finding that there are no environmental conditions at the Property that require action or that are being addressed under another federal or state program. The absence of the Property from SEMS means that, at this time, the EPA is not aware of any information indicating that there has been a release or threat of release of hazardous substances at or from the facility that needs to be assessed by the federal Superfund program and that no such assessment has been performed by the EPA in the past. 

Based on the information the EPA has to date regarding the Property, the EPA is not currently taking federal response or enforcement actions under CERCLA at the Property. 

[INSERT IF APPLICABLE FOR BROWNFIELDS GRANT RECIPIENTS]
According to the EPA’s records found in the Brownfields’ Assessment, Cleanup and Redevelopment Exchange System (ACRES) Database, the Property was the subject of a grant awarded through the EPA’s Brownfields Assessment, Cleanup, and Revolving Loan Fund grant program. The EPA’s award of this type of grant does not mean that the Agency has a federal interest in the property. Further, any liability determination made by the EPA in connection with eligibility requirements for the grant would not have applicability for any other purpose. 

[OPTIONAL: If the EPA is aware of the state being involved in the cleanup, consider (1) issuing a State Action Comfort/Status Letter or (2) inserting contact information for state remedial project manager (RPM) or the state’s applicable department name and contact information.]

Conclusion

The EPA encourages you to consult with legal counsel, an environmental professional, and the appropriate state, tribal, or local environmental protection agency before taking any action to acquire, clean up, or reuse potentially contaminated property. This letter is not intended to limit or affect the EPA’s authority under CERCLA or any other law or to provide a release from CERCLA liability. It is your responsibility to ensure that the proposed use of the Property complies with any federal, state, local, and/or tribal laws or requirements that may apply. 

The EPA supports appropriate reuse of contaminated properties and hopes the information in this letter is useful to you. If you have any additional questions or wish to discuss this information further, please feel free to contact me [insert contact information]. 

Sincerely, 



[Insert regional contact name]
[Insert regional contact title]

[Enclosures (#)]

cc: 	[Insert EPA OSRE contact]
	[Insert EPA OSWER contact]
	[Insert state contact(s), if applicable]
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