




 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

NEPA Categorical Exclusion – Extraordinary Circumstances Statement 

Upgrade and Installation of the UPS and Emergency Generator Systems 
 

at 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 


Building 209, Region 2 Laboratory, Edison, New Jersey 

January 12, 2011 


The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) ensures that environmental impacts and 
associated public concerns are considered in making decisions on federal actions.  EPA proposes 
to upgrade and install uninterruptible power supply (UPS) and emergency generator systems for 
Building 209 at the EPA Region 2 Laboratory at 2890 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison, New Jersey.  
The intent of this document is to explain why no extraordinary circumstances exist or apply to 
the proposed action pursuant to 40 CFR §§6.204(a)(1) and 6.204(b). 

Project details and other information were obtained by reviewing the documents listed at the end 
of this document and via a meeting between Booz Allen Hamilton’s Lisa Costa Urie, Bradley 
Decker and Jeff Furr and EPA’s Lance Swanhorst on December 21, 2010. 

Extraordinary Circumstances Statement 

The following satisfies the extraordinary circumstances statement requirement of Section IV.C.b. 
in the attached Facility Alteration or Construction Project NEPA Review Form for the upgrade 
of the UPS and emergency generator systems, including installation of the new systems and 
demolition of the existing systems, at the Region 2 Laboratory, Building 209.  No extraordinary 
circumstances exist or apply to the proposed action because of the following: 

1.	 The UPS upgrade consists of replacing the existing 60 kVA UPS unit with a new 80 kVA 
UPS unit. This is a functional replacement of electrical equipment and will not change 
the existing building foot print nor will the upgrade result in increased emissions or 
discharges to the environment.   

2.	 The existing emergency generator system is 100 kW/125 kVA with 15 gallon day tank 
located adjacent to the generator set and will be replaced with a 200 kW/250 kVA system 
with internal 739-gallon fuel storage tank.  The generator will only run intermittently for 
testing and emergency situations and will only service Building 209.  The generator 
upgrade will not change the building footprint and will not include any new underground 
pipelines or any underground pipeline removal.  The generator will only receive fuel 
from its day tank.  The existing underground pipelines to the existing emergency 
generator will be capped and will remain in place.  The existing underground storage tank 
(UST) will remain in place since it currently provides fuel for the operating boilers in 
nearby Building 210. In addition, the new internal 739-gallon fuel storage tank will be 
equipped with secondary containment. 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

3.	 Because the new generator is replacing a 25-year old generator, air emissions will be 
reduced. New generators are cleaner as demonstrated through the regulatory 
requirements applicable to manufacturers, owners and operators in 40 CFR Part 60, 
Subpart IIII—Standards of Performance for Stationary Compression Ignition Internal 
Combustion Engines.  Emission standards are more restrictive for engines with a model 
year of 2007 or later or engines reconstructed after July 11, 2005 (40 CFR §60.4200(a)). 

4.	 The proposed upgrade would not directly or indirectly affect cultural resource areas 
including historic buildings or buildings eligible for historic listing, endangered or 
threatened species, environmentally important natural resource areas, wetlands, or 
floodplains. 

5.	 The proposed upgrade would not cause significant public controversy and is cost 
effective. 

6.	 The operation of the UPS and emergency generator systems would not significantly 
impact the human environment. 

Documents Reviewed 

The following documents were reviewed and assisted in this NEPA determination: 

1.	 Evaluation and Recommendation for Upgrade of Existing UPS System and Emergency 
Generator System for USEPA – Edison New Jersey Facility Region 2 Laboratory 
Building 209, dated August 18, 2010, prepared by AKF, Princeton, NJ. 

2.	 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Proposed Solar Photovoltaic System at the EPA 
Edison Facility, Final Environmental Assessment, dated August 2009, prepared by U.S. 
EPA Facilities Management and Services Division, Washington, D.C. 
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