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ENVIRONMENTAL INTEREST TYPE DESCRIPTION

AIR PROGRAMS
Environmental programs that regulate or monitor air emissions from area, stationary, and mobile
sources, as required by the Clean Air Act.

AIR EMISSION
INVENTORY

An environmental program that maintains a national emission inventory
which characterizes emissions of criteria air pollutants. Criteria air
pollutants are those which an ambient standard, objective, or guideline
has been established to protect human health and welfare. National
ambient standards are in place for ozone, carbon monoxide, nitrogen
oxides, sulfur oxides, lead, and fine particulate matter.

AIR MAJOR

A Clean Air Act Stationary Source Major discharger of air pollutants
according to the Alabama power decision's definition of a major source
or the 1993 EPA Compliance Monitoring Branch Classification
Guidance. A facility is classified as a Major Discharger if:
 Actual or potential emissions are above the applicable major source
thresholds, or
 Actual or potential controlled emissions > 100 tons/year as per
Alabama power decision, or
 Unregulated pollutant actual or potential controlled emissions > 100
tons/year as per Alabama power decision.

AIR MINOR

A facility is classified as a Clean Air Act Stationary Source Minor
discharger of air pollutants if:
 Potential uncontrolled emissions < 100 tons/year, or
 Major source thresholds are not defined, or classification is
unknown.

AIR MONITORING SITE

A site established to measure concentrations of air pollutants.

AIR PROGRAM

An environmental program that regulates or monitors air emissions from
area, stationary, and mobile sources, as required by the Clean Air Act.

AIR SYNTHETIC MINOR

A facility is classified as a Clean Air Act Stationary Source Synthetic
Minor discharger of air pollutants if:
 Potential emissions are below all applicable major source thresholds
if and only if the source complies with federally enforceable
regulations or limitations, or
 Actual emissions < 100 tons/year, but potential uncontrolled
emissions > 100 tons/year, or
 Unregulated pollutant actual emissions < 100 tons/year.

ASBESTOS
ABATEMENT
PROGRAM
CRITERIA AND
HAZARDOUS AIR
POLLUTANT INVENTORY

An environmental program concerned with asbestos removal and
disposal.
A national inventory of emissions data of both hazardous air pollutants
(HAPs) and criteria air pollutants. Criteria air pollutants include ozone,
carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides, sulfur oxides, lead, and fine
particulate matter and HAPs, or air toxics, are defined in section 112(b)
of the 1990 clean air act amendments.
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A facility that produces electricity, commonly expressed in kilowatt-hours
(kwh) or megawatt hours (mwh), including electric utilities and
independent power producers.
An electricity generating plant that provides power to the electric grid.

An electricity generating plant that provides power to the electric grid,
using biomass as the plant’s primary fuel, based on maximum heat
input. Biomass is a fuel derived from organic matter such as wood and
paper products, agricultural waste, or methane (e.g., from landfills).

ELECTRIC POWER
GENERATOR (COAL
BASED)

An electricity generating plant that provides power to the electric grid,
using coal as the plant’s primary fuel, based on maximum heat input.

ELECTRIC POWER
GENERATOR (GAS
BASED)

An electricity generating plant that provides power to the electric grid,
using gas as the plant’s primary fuel, based on maximum heat input.

ELECTRIC POWER
GENERATOR
(GEOTHERMAL BASED)

An electricity generating plant that provides power to the electric grid,
with the maximum generation based on geothermal power.

ELECTRIC POWER
GENERATOR (NUCLEAR
BASED)

An electricity generating plant that provides power to the electric grid,
with the maximum generation based on nuclear power.

ELECTRIC POWER
GENERATOR (OIL BASED)
ELECTRIC POWER
GENERATOR (OTHER
FOSSIL FUEL BASED)

An electricity generating plant that provides power to the electric grid,
using oil as the plant’s primary fuel, based on maximum heat input.
An electricity generating plant that provides power to the electric grid,
using fossil fuel as the plant’s primary fuel, based on maximum heat
input. Fossil fuel is any naturally occurring organic fuel, such as
petroleum, coal, and natural gas.

ELECTRIC POWER
GENERATOR (SOLAR
BASED)

An electricity generating plant that provides power to the electric grid,
with the maximum generation based on solar power.

ELECTRIC POWER
GENERATOR (UNKNOWN
SOURCE)

An electricity generating plant that provides power to the electric grid,
with the maximum generation based on an unknown source.

ELECTRIC POWER
GENERATOR (WATER
BASED)

An electricity generating plant that provides power to the electric grid,
with the maximum generation based on water power.

ELECTRIC POWER
GENERATOR (WIND
BASED)

An electricity generating plant that provides power to the electric grid,
with the maximum generation based on wind power.
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ETHANOL FACILITY

An ethanol producer registered with the renewable fuel standard (RFS)
program, including refiners, importers, and blenders. The energy policy
act of 2005 amended the clean air act to establish the RFS program,
which is designed to encourage blending renewable fuels into our
nation's motor vehicle fuel. A renewable fuel is defined in the energy
policy act as a motor vehicle fuel that is produced from plant or animal
products or wastes and includes ethanol, biodiesel, and other motor
vehicle fuels made from renewable sources.

GASOLINE AND DIESEL
PRODUCERS

EPA regulations require that each manufacturer or importer of gasoline
diesel fuel or a fuel additive have its product registered prior to its
introduction into commerce and in some cases tested for possible health
effects. EPA establishes fuel quality standards to help protect public
health and the environment from harmful gas and particulate matter
emissions from motor vehicles and engines in accordance with the
federal clean air act (CAA). Over the years these regulations have
included the requirement for gasoline to contain a certified detergent to
reduce emissions, the removal of lead in motor vehicles, gasoline
volatility standards, the reformulated gasoline (RFG) program to reduce
emissions of smog-forming and toxic pollutants and standards for toxics
and for low sulfur gasoline.

GREENHOUSE GAS
REPORTER

Greenhouse gas reporters are required to annually report greenhouse
gases (GHGs) from large GHG emission sources in the united states.
Implementation of 40 CFR part 98 is referred to as the greenhouse gas
reporting program (GHGRP) and applies to direct GHG emitters, fossil
fuel suppliers, industrial gas suppliers, and facilities that inject CO2
underground for sequestration or other reasons. In general, the
threshold for reporting is 25,000 metric tons or more of carbon dioxide
(CO2) equivalent per year. Reporting is at the facility level, except for
certain suppliers of fossil fuels and industrial greenhouse gases.

ANIMAL OPERATIONS
Environmental programs related to animal operations (e.g., Livestock Waste Control).

ANIMAL FEEDING
OPERATION (AFO)

Animal Feeding Operations (AFOs) are agricultural operations where
animals are kept and raised in confined situations. AFOs congregate
animals, feed, manure, dead animals, and production operations on a
small land area. Feed is brought to the animals rather than the animals
grazing or otherwise seeking feed in pastures. An operation is an AFO if
(1) Animals are confined for at least 45 days in a 12-month period, and
(2) There's no grass or other vegetation in the confinement area during
the normal growing season.

CONCENTRATED ANIMAL
FEEDING OPERATION

Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) are Animal Feeding
Operations (AFOs) that meet certain EPA criteria. Previous EPA
regulations based the definition of CAFOs on the number of "animal
units" confined. EPA no longer uses the term "animal unit," but instead
refers to the actual number of animals at the operation. CAFOs make up
approximately 15 percent of total AFOs. An operation is a CAFO if (1) it
meets the definition of an AFO, and (2) the operation meets one of the
Regulatory Definitions of Large CAFOs, Medium CAFO, and Small
CAFOs .
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An environmental program to prevent the discharge of wastes from
livestock operations to water. Under this program, livestock operations
that have the potential to discharge, or have discharged, pollutants to
waters may be required to apply for and obtain construction and
operating permits for livestock waste control facilities (e.g., a waste
holding pond, liquid manure storage pits, debris basin, diversion
terraces, or lagoon).

ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORT PROGRAMS
Environmental programs that provide assistance to the regulated community and the general public
(e.g., environmental grants, outreach activities) or activities that provide support across environmental
programs (i.e., laboratories analyzing environmental samples).
COMPLIANCE
ASSISTANCE

Compliance assistance helps the regulated community understand and
meet their environmental obligations.

ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSISTANCE

Assistance and outreach activities related to environmental issues.

FACILITY

GRANTS AND
PLANNING

A federal registry system that maintains basic identification information
for a facility site, including the facility registry identifier, geographic
address, affiliated organizations and contacts, industrial classifications,
and linkages to environmental permits and programs.
Grants for environmental programs.

LABORATORY
CERTIFICATION

A Certification offered to laboratories wishing to analyze environmental
samples. The scope of accreditation may cover the Safe Drinking Water
Act, Clean Water Act, and Solid & Hazardous Wastes including RCRA
and CERCLA requirements.

STATE MASTER

A state registry system that maintains basic identification information for
a facility site, including the state master identifier, geographic address,
affiliated organizations and contacts, industrial classifications, and
linkages to environmental permits and programs.

TITLE 200
REIMBURSEMENT
FUND

TRIBAL MASTER

The Title 200 Petroleum Release Remedial Action Reimbursement Fund
reimburses certain costs for the cleanup of leaking petroleum tanks.
A tribal registry system that maintains basic identification information for
a facility site on tribal land, including the tribal master identifier,
geographic address, affiliated organizations and contacts, industrial
classifications, and linkages to environmental permits and programs.
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CHEMICAL RELEASE PROGRAMS
Environmental programs that regulate or monitor chemicals released to the environment (e.g., Toxics
Release Inventory, Release Assessments).
RELEASE
ASSESSMENT

An environmental program that receives notification of spills, leaks, and
other environmental emergencies, and provides technical assistance
and regulatory oversight to those posing an immediate hazard to either
the environment or public health.

TRI REPORTER

A Toxic Release Inventory Reporter is a facility which:
 Employs the equivalent of 10 or more full-time employees; and
 Is included in Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) codes 10xx,
12xx, 20xx-39xx, 4911, 4931, 4939, 4953, 5169, 5171, or 7389; and
 Manufactures (defined to include importing), processes, or otherwise
uses any Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act
(EPCRA) Section 313 chemical in quantities greater than the
established threshold in the course of a calendar year (i.e.,
manufactures or processes over 25,000 pounds of the
approximately 600 designated chemicals or 28 chemical categories
specified in the regulations, or uses more than 10,000 pounds of any
designated chemical or category).

TSCA SUBMITTER

The Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) of 1976 provides EPA with
authority to require reporting, record-keeping and testing requirements,
and restrictions relating to chemical substances and/or mixtures. Certain
substances are generally excluded from TSCA, including, among others,
food, drugs, cosmetics and pesticides. TSCA addresses the production,
importation, use, and disposal of specific chemicals including
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBS), asbestos, radon and lead-based
paint.

5

FRS Environmental Interest Types

ENVIRONMENTAL
INTEREST TYPE

Updated June 7, 2013

ENVIRONMENTAL INTEREST TYPE DESCRIPTION

CHEMICAL STORAGE PROGRAMS
Environmental programs that regulate or monitor the storage of chemicals (e.g., Risk Management
Program, Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA) Title III Program).

DISCHARGE
PREVENTION PROGRAM

Discharge prevention, containment and countermeasures (DPCC) is a
state program that works to forestall the release of hazardous
substances and petroleum products to the environment, thereby
protecting natural resources and public health before problems occur.
The program centers on sound management practices that are
considered essential when working with hazardous substances. These
practices include training employees who handle such materials,
periodically inspecting storage tanks, and assuring that adequate
secondary containment is in place, as well as developing standard
operating procedures for routine operations and maintenance. The
program also works to ensure that response plans, trained personnel
and emergency equipment are at hand should an incident occur. All
facilities and individuals in the state, even homeowners, are subject to
the reporting requirements should a discharge of a hazardous substance
occur. However, the majority of the regulatory requirements apply only
to facilities that store 20,000 gallons or more of state-regulated
hazardous substances, excluding petroleum products, or 200,000
gallons of regulated hazardous substances including petroleum
products.

EPCRA

The Emergency Planning & Community Right-To-Know Act (EPCRA) is
included as Title III of the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization
Act (SARA) of 1986 and is sometimes referred to as SARA Title III. The
EPCRA program provides the public with knowledge of and access to
information regarding the use, storage, production, and release of
hazardous chemicals to the environment, and encourages and supports
response planning for environmental emergencies.

FRP

SPCC

The Oil Pollution Act amended the Clean Water Act to require a
“substantial harm” facility to develop and implement a facility response
plan (FRP). A “substantial harm” facility is a facility that, because of its
location, could reasonably be expected to cause substantial harm to the
environment by discharging oil into or on navigable waters or adjoining
shorelines. A FRP demonstrates a facility's preparedness to respond to
a worst case oil discharge.
Originally published in 1973 under the authority of the Clean Water Act,
the Oil Pollution Prevention regulation sets forth requirements for
prevention of, preparedness for, and response to oil discharges at
specific non-transportation-related facilities. To prevent oil from reaching
navigable waters and adjoining shorelines, and to contain discharges of
oil, the regulation requires these facilities to develop and implement spill
prevention, control, and countermeasure (SPCC) plans and establishes
procedures, methods, and equipment requirements.

COASTAL AND OCEAN PROGRAMS
Environmental programs that improve the quality of coastal and marine ecosystems and protect
beaches, coast, and ocean resources from pollution.
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State programs to prevent and reduce coastal erosion including
preserving natural protective features such as dunes and bluffs;
restricting or prohibiting activities, development or actions in natural
protective feature areas to prevent or reduce erosion; placing new
construction or structures a safe distance from areas of active erosion
and impacts of coastal storms; regulating the placement and
construction of erosion protection structures; and establishing standards
for the issuance of coastal erosion management permits.
Under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act (CWA), states and tribes
have the authority to review and then deny, certify, or condition federal
permits or licenses that might result in a discharge to state or tribal
waters, including wetlands, to ensure compliance with state water quality
standards. The major federal licenses and permits subject to section
401 are section 402 and 404 permits (in nondelegated states), Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) hydropower licenses, and
Rivers and Harbors Act Section 9 and 10 permits.

DRINKING WATER PROGRAMS
Environmental programs that protect the quality of drinking water in the United States, as required by
the Safe Drinking Water Act.
COMMUNITY WATER
SYSTEM

A public water system which serves at least 15 service connections
used by year-round residents or regularly serves at least 25 year-round
residents.

DRINKING WATER
PROGRAM

An environmental program that protects the quality of drinking water in
the United States, as required by the Safe Drinking Water Act.

DRINKING WATER
SYSTEM

A public drinking water system has at least fifteen service connections or
regularly serves an average or at least twenty-five individuals daily at
least 60 days out of the year.

NON-COMMUNITY WATER
SYSTEM

A public water system that pipes water for human consumption to at
least 15 service connections used by individuals other than year-round
residents or at least 60 days a year, or that serve 25 or more people at
least 60 days a year (e.g., schools, factories, rest areas).

NON-TRANSIENT NONCOMMUNITY WATER
SYSTEM

A type of public water system that supplies water to 25 or more of the
same people at least 6 months per year in places other than their
residences. Some examples are schools, factories, office buildings, and
hospitals that have their own water systems.

TRANSIENT NONCOMMUNITY WATER
SYSTEM

A type of public water system that provides water in a place, such as a
gas station or campground, where people do not remain for long periods
of time. These systems do not have to test or treat their water for
contaminants that pose long-term health risks, because fewer than 25
people drink the water over a long period. They still must test their water
for microbes and several chemicals.

UNKNOWN (NON-PUBLIC
WATER
SYSTEM)

A water system that does not provide water for human consumption
through at least 15 service connections, or regularly serve at least 25
individuals, for at least 60 days per year. Non-public supplies include
private wells and untreated surface water sources.
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WATER TREATMENT
PLANT

A water treatment facility which is part of a public drinking water system.

ECOLOGY PROGRAMS
Programs that concentrate on ecological systems such as forest and tree expertise.
HISTORIC
PRESERVATION

Programs that support identifying, preserving, protecting and sustaining
historic and archaeological resources.

PARKS AND

Programs that monitor individuals licensed in the fields of parks and
forestry and programs that protect natural areas (land and water) as
preserves or parks.

FORESTRY

GROUND WATER PROGRAMS
Environmental programs designed to protect ground water (e.g., underground injection control (UIC),
Mineral Exploration).

AQUIFER PROTECTION
PROGRAM

The aquifer protection program requires a water pollution abatement
plan (WPAP) for any regulated activity proposed on designated aquifer
recharge zones (i.e., the Texas Edwards aquifer). The plan includes any
construction-related activity on the recharge zone, such as the
construction of buildings, utility stations, roads, highways, railroads;
clearing, excavation, or any other activities that alter or disturb the
topographic, geologic, or existing recharge characteristics of a site; or
any other activities which may pose a potential for contaminating the
aquifer and hydrologically connected surface streams.

GROUND WATER
PROGRAM

An environmental program/permit designed to protect ground water. A
ground water discharge permit contains the limitations and requirements
deemed necessary to protect public health and minimize ground water
pollution. Ground water permits may apply to various activities, such as:
 The disposal of treated municipal or industrial wastewater into
groundwater via spray irrigation or other land-treatment applications.
 The discharge of pollutants generated as a result of rain water or
ground water passing through the rubble waste in an unlined
disposal cell and seeping into ground water beneath the landfill.
 The disposal of treated industrial wastewater from oil terminals into
ground water via infiltration/percolation or other land-treatment
applications.
 The remediation of groundwater from petroleum contaminated
groundwater sources.

GROUNDWATER USE

A state environmental permit for groundwater withdrawals or proposed
groundwater withdrawals in excess of three (3) million gallons in any
month within designated capacity use areas.

MINERAL
EXPLORATION

Permits to conduct drilling, driving, boring or digging of any mineral
exploration hole(s).
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HAZARDOUS WASTE PROGRAMS
Environmental programs that regulate hazardous waste, including the generation, transportation,
treatment, storage, and disposal of hazardous waste, as required by the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act (RCRA).

CATHODE RAY TUBE
PERMIT

Permit for the collection and/or recycling of discarded cathode ray tube
(CRT) devices and the disassembly and removal of toxic parts in a
manner that is safe for human health and the environment. Electronic
waste, also known as e-waste, refers to electronic equipment that is no
longer usable or wanted. It encompasses a broad and growing range of
electronic devices, including computers, TVs, cellular phones and
personal stereos, digital cameras, mp3 players, DVD players and
electronic games. Discarded electronics contain hazardous materials. If
disposed improperly, they pose a potential threat to human health and
the environment. The acidic conditions of a landfill provide an
environment in which lead and other heavy metals may leak out and
contaminate groundwater. E-waste accounts for 40 percent of the lead
and 75 percent of the heavy metals found in landfills. Much of the focus
on managing e-waste revolves around CRTs, often called "picture
tubes," which convert an electronic signal into a visual image. Computer
monitors, televisions, some camcorders, and other electronic devices
contain CRTs. A typical CRT contains between two and five pounds of
lead.
Hazardous Waste Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generators
generate:





CESQG


CORRECTIVE ACTION

100 kilograms or less of hazardous waste per calendar month, and
accumulate 1000 kg or less of hazardous waste at any time; or
One kilogram or less of acutely hazardous waste per calendar
month, and accumulate at any time:
1 kg or less of acutely hazardous waste; or
100 kg or less of any residue or contaminated soil, waste or other
debris resulting from the cleanup of a spill, into or on any land or
water, of acutely hazardous waste; or
100 kg or less of any residue or contaminated soil, waste or other
debris resulting from the cleanup of a spill, into or on any land or
water, of acutely hazardous waste during any calendar month, and
accumulate at any time:
o 1 kg or less of acutely hazardous waste; or
o 100 kg or less of any residue or contaminated soil or
contaminated soil, waste or other debris resulting from the
cleanup of a spill, into or on any land or water, of acutely
hazardous waste.

Sites subject to enforceable RCRA Corrective Action (CA) obligations,
including those with ongoing CA, and those where CA is statutorily
required (i.e., TSD Facilities), but has not yet been imposed.
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HAZARDOUS WASTE
BIENNIAL REPORTER

Under the authority of Sections 3002 and 3004 of the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976 (RCRA), as amended by the
Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments of 1984 (HSWA), hazardous
waste generators and treatment, storage, and disposal facilities are
required to report to the EPA or the authorized States, at least every two
years, the quantities, nature, and disposition of hazardous waste.

HAZARDOUS WASTE
PROGRAM

An environmental program that regulates hazardous waste, including the
generation, transportation, treatment, storage, and disposal of
hazardous waste, as required by the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act (RCRA).

INCINERATOR

A furnace for burning waste under controlled conditions.

INFECTIOUS WASTE

A comprehensive state program that monitors compliance with infectious
waste management regulations. The program is actively involved in the
registration of generators and transporters of infectious waste. Infectious
waste generators are responsible for the storage, collection and disposal
of their infectious waste, and for ensuring that the waste is transported
off site for treatment by a registered transporter and disposed of at a site
or facility which has all applicable permits required to receive waste.
Infectious waste includes any waste item from research or the health
care community in these categories: Sharps, Microbiologicals, Blood
and Blood Products, Pathological Waste, Isolation Waste and
Contaminated Animal Waste.

LQG

Hazardous Waste Large Quantity Generators (LQGs) generate:
 1,000 kg or more of hazardous waste during any calendar month; or
 More than 1 kg of acutely hazardous waste during any calendar
month; or
 More than 100 kg of any residue or contaminated soil, waste or
other debris resulting from the cleanup of a spill, into or on any land
or water, of acutely hazardous waste during any calendar month; or
 1 kg or less of acutely hazardous waste during any calendar month,
and accumulate more than 1 kg of acutely hazardous waste at any
time; or
 100 kg or less of any residue or contaminated soil, waste or other
debris resulting from the cleanup of a spill, into or on any land or
water, of acutely hazardous waste during any calendar month, and
accumulated more than 100 kg of that material at any time.

NOT IN A UNIVERSE

OTHER HAZARDOUS
WASTE ACTIVITIES

The handler is not currently classified in any hazardous waste universe.
The handler is in a hazardous waste universe other than TSD,
Generator (LQG, SQG, CESQG), Transporter, or Transfer Facility.
Other Hazardous Waste activities include Importers of Hazardous
Waste, Mixed Hazardous/ Radioactive Waste Generators, Small
Quantity On-Site Burner Exemption sites, Smelting, Melting, and
Refining Furnace Exemption sites, Short-Term Generators,
Underground Injection Control sites, Off-Site Receiver of Hazardous
Waste, Recycler, or Universal Waste Handler.
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POST CLOSURE
CARE SITE

The time period following the shutdown of a waste management or
manufacturing facility; for monitoring purposes, often considered to be
30 years.

RESIDUAL WASTE

The amount of a pollutant remaining in the environment after a natural or
technological process has taken place (e.g., the sludge remaining after
initial wastewater treatment).

SQG

Hazardous Waste Small Quantity Generators (SQGs) generate:
 More than 100 and less than 1000 kilograms of hazardous waste
during any calendar month and accumulate less than 6000 kg of
hazardous waste at any time; or
 100 kg or less of hazardous waste during any calendar month, and
accumulate more than 1000 kg of hazardous waste at any time.

STATE REGULATED TSD

State Regulated Treatment, Storage, and Disposal (TSD) Activities are
state-permitted TSD activities not subject to federal RCRA permit
requirements. Such activities are regulated under state standards (i.e.,
state requirements that are not considered part of the state authorized
hazardous program).

TRANSFER FACILITY

Hazardous Waste Transfer facilities hold manifested hazardous waste(s)
for a period of ten days or less while the waste is in transit.

TRANSPORTER

Hazardous Waste Handlers engaged in the transportation of hazardous
waste.

TSD

A Hazardous Waste Treatment, Storage, and Disposal (TSD) Facility
performs one or more of the following functions:
Treatment: Any method, technique, or process, including neutralization,
designed to change the physical, chemical or biological character or
composition of any hazardous waste so as to neutralize such waste, or
so as to recover energy or material resources from the waste, or so as
to render such waste non-hazardous, or less hazardous; safer to
transport, store or dispose of; or amenable for recovery, amenable for
storage, or reduced in volume.
Storage: The holding of hazardous waste for a temporary period, at the
end of which the hazardous waste is treated, disposed of, or stored
elsewhere.
Disposal: The discharge, deposit, injection, dumping, spilling, leaking, or
placing of any solid waste or hazardous waste into or on any land or
water so that such solid waste or hazardous waste or any constituent
thereof may enter the environment or be emitted into the air or
discharged into any waters, including groundwaters.

UIC

Underground Injection Control (UIC) is the subsurface emplacement of
fluids through a bored, drilled or driven well; or through a dug well,
where the depth of the dug well is greater than the largest surface
dimension. Underground injection wells are regulated under both the
Safe Drinking Water Act and the Resource Conservation and Recovery
Act (see 40 CFR Part 148).
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UNSPECIFIED
UNIVERSE

The handler is not currently classified in any hazardous waste universe.

USED OIL PROGRAM

An environmental program that promotes the proper management of
used oil, including standards and regulations that apply to identifying,
storing, recycling, transporting, and burning used oil.

LEGAL/ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES
Legal or enforcement activities in support of other environmental programs.
CLOSED CRIMINAL
ENFORCEMENT CASE

Closed criminal cases that resulted from criminal investigations of
alleged violations of environmental statues.

COMPLIANCE
ACTIVITY

A compliance monitoring or enforcement activity, from the time an
inspector conducts an inspection until the time the inspector closes or
the case settles the enforcement action.

ENFORCEMENT/
COMPLIANCE
ACTIVITY

A compliance monitoring or enforcement activity, from the time an
inspector conducts an inspection until the time the inspector closes or
the case settles the enforcement action.

FORMAL
ENFORCEMENT
ACTION

A civil judicial or administrative enforcement action under an
environmental statute.

LEGAL SERVICES

Legal services in support of an environmental program.

PESTICIDES PROGRAMS
Environmental programs that monitor businesses, government agencies and individuals that handle,
store, sell and/or apply pesticides.

PESTICIDE PRODUCER

An establishment that produces pesticides, active ingredients or
devices, including importers, must register and file production reports
with EPA, as required under section 7 of the Federal Insecticide,
Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA).

PESTICIDES APPLICATION

Any person or entity who applies pesticides for any purpose. Any person
who uses, or supervises the use of pesticides on a "for hire" basis, no
matter what for. Also, any person who applies pesticides as part of his
job with any governmental agency. Examples of commercial applicators
are those who work for exterminators; landscapers; tree services; aerial
applicators; weed control firms; pet groomers, apartments, motels,
nursing homes, restaurants, etc. who do their own pest control work;
and governmental agencies such as mosquito extermination
commissions, public schools, departments of public works, departments
of health, etc.

PESTICIDES DISTRIBUTION

A pesticide dealer business is defined as any person or organization
which ultimately controls the transactions conducted at, and the
operations of, a pesticide dealer outlet.
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PESTICIDES GENERAL

A program that monitors an aspect of pesticides.

PESTICIDES MANUFACTURE

A pesticide producer is a business that creates or processes pesticides
to be sold to pesticide application entities.

RADIATION PROTECTION PROGRAMS
Environmental programs designed to protect people and the environment from harmful exposure to
radiation.

RAD NESHAPS

An environmental program, the National Emissions Standards for
Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAPs) that includes standards for limiting
the radionuclide emissions to air. These standards are published in the
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) at 40 CFR Part 61. Standards for
specific sources of radionuclide emissions are contained in the following
Subparts of Part 61:
 Subpart B Underground Uranium Mines
 Subpart H Department of Energy Facilities
 Subpart I Certain Non-DOE Federal Facilities
 Subpart K Elemental Phosphate Plants
 Subpart Q DOE Facilities Radon Emissions
 Subpart R Radon from Phosphogypsum Stacks
 Subpart T Non-Operational Uranium Mill Tailing Piles
 Subpart W Operating Uranium Mill Tailing Piles

RAD NPL

A CERCLA National Priority List (NPL) site with radioactive
contamination. The regulations are published in the Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) at 40 CFR Part 300.

RAD WIPP

An EPA program that oversees the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE)
activities at the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP). The regulations for
radioactive waste disposal are published in the Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) at 40 CFR Part 191. The criteria developed by the
EPA that describe the information DOE must submit in a certification
application are published at 40 CFR 194.

RADIOACTIVE
MATERIALS

A state delegated program, in partnership with the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, responsible for licensing and inspecting
facilities that possess and use radioactive material, from medical
institutions where health professions use radioactive materials for both
diagnostic and therapeutic purposes to industrial gauges where uses
range from product sterilization to the level and density measurements
of various construction materials.

RADIOACTIVE WASTE

A state delegated radioactive waste management program. States
receive delegated responsibilities from the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission for the regulatory oversight and licensing of the processing,
transportation, management, and disposal of low level radioactive waste
and radioactive material production; the inspection of high level,
transuranic, and spent fuel shipments; related enforcement activities;
and radiological technical assistance.
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ENVIRONMENTAL
INTEREST TYPE
X-RAY EQUIPMENT

Updated June 7, 2013

ENVIRONMENTAL INTEREST TYPE DESCRIPTION
An environmental program requiring regular registration and inspection
of X-ray units and licensing of operators.

REMEDIATION AND REDEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS
Environmental programs aimed at cleaning up and/or redeveloping uncontrolled or abandoned places
where hazardous waste may be located, possibly affecting local ecosystems or people.

BRAC

BROWNFIELDS
PROPERTY

A closed military site resulting from the Base Realignment and Closure
(BRAC) process used to close excess military installations and realign
the total asset inventory in order to save money on operations and
maintenance.
A location identified by a Brownfields pilot/grant.

BROWNFIELDS SITE

With certain legal exclusions and additions, the term ‘brownfield site’
means real property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which
may be complicated by the presence or potential presence of a
hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant.

DRY CLEANER
REMEDIATION PROGRAM

The Dry Cleaner Remediation Program (DCRP) was established at the
state level to clean up lead at dry cleaner related contaminated sites. It
also established dry cleaner facility registration requirements, fees,
performance standards, distributor registration, and revenue
disbursement.

ENVIRONMENTAL
CLEANUP STUDY
AREA

A group of individual sites that may be contributing to a larger, area-wide
problem, which is studied to determine potential sources of
contamination.

FORMERLY USED
DEFENSE SITE

The Department of Defense (DOD) is responsible for cleaning up
properties that were formerly owned, leased possessed, or operated by
DOD. These properties are known as Formerly Used Defense Sites
(FUDS). The Army is the executive agent for the program and the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers is the organization that manages and executes
the program. Information about the origin and extent of contamination,
land transfer issues, past and present property ownership, and program
policies must be evaluated before DOD considers a property eligible for
Defense Environment Restoration Account (DERA) funding under the
FUDS program.

INDEPENDENT CLEANUP

Any remedial action without department oversight or approval and not
under an order or decree.

INNOCENT
OWNER/OPERATOR
PROGRAM

The Innocent Owner/Operator Program (IOP) is a state program which
provides a certificate to an innocent owner or operator if their property is
contaminated as a result of a release or migration of contaminants from
a source or sources not located on the property, and they did not cause
or contribute to the source or sources of contamination. Similar to a
Voluntary Cleanup Program, the IOP can be used as a redevelopment
tool or as a tool to add value to a contaminated property.
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ENVIRONMENTAL
INTEREST TYPE
REMEDIAL ACTION
PLAN MONITORING
REMEDIATION FUNDING
SOURCE

Updated June 7, 2013

ENVIRONMENTAL INTEREST TYPE DESCRIPTION
The Remedial Action Plan Monitoring Act (RAPMA) provides businesses
(i.e., property owners or other parties responsible for contamination) with
a mechanism for developing voluntary environmental cleanup plans
which are reviewed/ approved by the State.
Regulations which require the establishment of a remediation funding
source (RFS) by certain obligated parties remediating sites under a state
site remediation program to ensure the availability of funds and to
ensure public funds are not spent in remediating these sites.

SEDIMENTS

A sediment site is a location of interest at which sediment chemical
and/or biological data has been obtained and evaluated for potential
impacts to human health or the environment. Sediment sites may exist
beneath or be associated with freshwater, marine and estuarine bodies
of water. Sediment sites may or may not be linked to a known landbased facility.

STATE CLEANUP SITE

A contaminated site that is being cleaned up under state regulations.
Land-based contamination is the primary but not exclusive focus.
Contaminated sites range from complex, highly industrialized areas such
as smelter plumes covering hundreds of square miles, sea ports, and
abandoned mines, to corner gas stations where a leak from an
underground storage tank has occurred. The contamination may be in
the soil, sediments, underground water, air, drinking water, and/or
surface water. Cleanup sites are identified, evaluated, and prioritized
with the goal of habitat restoration, replacement, or enhancement based
on community sustainability principals.

SUPERFUND (NON-NPL)

An uncontrolled or abandoned place where hazardous waste is located,
possibly affecting local ecosystems or people.

SUPERFUND NPL

A Superfund Site which is listed, proposed, or previously listed on the
National Priorities List (NPL). The NPL lists national priorities among the
known releases or threatened releases of hazardous substances,
pollutants, or contaminants throughout the United States.

VOLUNTARY CLEANUP
PROGRAM

An environmental program to encourage the voluntary cleanup of sites
where there has been a contaminant release threatening public health
and the environment, thereby removing the stigma attached to these
sites which blocks economic redevelopment.

SOLID WASTE PROGRAMS
Environmental programs that regulate solid wastes (e.g., Compost Sites, Landfills, Transfer Stations).
E-WASTE

Facilities that collects, brokers, stores, resells, dismantles or
demanufactures e-waste.

INDUSTRIAL SITES

State environmental programs responsible for permitting, site
inspections, and compliance issues that focus on the complexities of
industrial sites, which cover multi-media interests regulating air, water,
hazardous waste, and cleanup management activities. Industrial sites
include Aluminum Smelters, Oil refineries and Pulp and Paper Mills.

MATERIAL
RECYCLING

A facility that recovers materials for recycling or other use.
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ENVIRONMENTAL
INTEREST TYPE

ENVIRONMENTAL INTEREST TYPE DESCRIPTION

MINE GENERAL
PERMIT

A general mine operating permit issued for a site five acres or less and
limited to the removal of sand/clay or topsoil.

MINE OPERATING
PERMIT

An individual mine operating permit used for operations of any size or
mineral resource. Mining is defined as the removal of ores from the
ground for sale (i.e. granite quarries) or for use in a business (i.e., brick
manufacturing).

MINING PROGRAM

A program that regulates the mining of ore, rock, or other substances
and ensures the reclamation of land affected by surface and
underground mining activity and regulation of the development of the
mines in order to maintain the integrity of the state’s natural resources.

OIL CONTROL

An environmental program/permit which regulates the storage and
transportation of oil and the storage and treatment of oil contaminated
soil.

REFUSE DISPOSAL

A permit/program to ensure the proper disposal of solid waste in an
environmentally acceptable manner while protecting public health and
the environment. Refuse disposal systems include:
 Municipal landfills
 Land clearing landfills
 Industrial landfills
 Rubble landfills
 Municipal and special medical wastes incinerators
 Waste transfer stations
 Waste processing facilities

SCRAP TIRE
MANAGEMENT

A scrap tire management program related to the transportation,
collection, processing, recycling, disposal, incineration or utilization of
scrap tires as tire derived fuel (TDF). Licenses or approvals may be
required for:
 Scrap Tire Haulers - commercial businesses which transport scrap
tires.
 Scrap Tire Collection Facilities - facilities which collect or
accumulate scrap tires temporarily and transfer the tires to other
licensed or approved scrap tire facilities.
 Scrap Tire Recyclers - facilities that recycle or process scrap tires
into raw materials or marketable products.
 Tire Derived Fuel or Substitute Fuel Facilities - facilities which utilize
scrap tires (whole or chipped) as a fuel or supplemental fuel.
 Solid Waste Acceptance Facilities - permitted solid waste
acceptance facilities that accept, store, use in a process, or transfer
scrap tires to other licensed approved tire facilities.
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ENVIRONMENTAL
INTEREST TYPE

SEWAGE SLUDGE
UTILIZATION

SOLID WASTE
PROGRAM

WOOD WASTE
RECYCLING

Updated June 7, 2013

ENVIRONMENTAL INTEREST TYPE DESCRIPTION
A sewage sludge utilization permit is required for the collection,
incineration, storage, treatment, application to land, transportation or
disposal of sewage sludge. Sewage sludge is one of the final products
of the treatment of sewage at a sewage (wastewater) treatment plant.
After treatment to break down the organic matter and destroy disease
organisms, the remaining fine particles ultimately become sludge. The
application of sewage sludge to land returns essential nutrients to the
soil, adds organic matter, and can improve the tillability and moisture
retention capability of the soil.
An environmental program that regulates solid wastes.
An environmental program which assures the proper management and
recycling of natural wood wastes such as tree limbs, brush, tree stumps,
root mats, logs, leaves, grass clippings and other natural materials that
are generated when land is cleared for construction purposes. Natural
wood waste recycling facilities may produce a variety of products
including compost and mulch which may be sold to consumers.

UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK PROGRAMS
Environmental programs designed to reduce the chance of releases from underground storage tanks
(USTs), detect leaks and spills when they do occur, and secure prompt cleanup.
LEAKING STORAGE TANK

An environmental program that addresses the leaking of petroleum
substances from underground storage tanks (USTs).

LEAKING UNDERGROUND
STORAGE TANK - ARRA

Leaking underground storage tank releases that are being tracked by
the performance measures associated with the American Recovery and
Reinvestment act (ARRA) or for which ARRA funds are being spent.

UNDERGROUND
STORAGE TANK
PROGRAM

An environmental program designed to reduce the chance of releases
from underground storage tanks (USTs), detect leaks and spills when
they do occur, and secure prompt cleanup. A UST is a tank system,
including piping connected to the tank that has at least 10 percent of its
volume underground.

WASTE WATER PROGRAMS
Environmental programs that regulate discharges of pollutants to waters of the United States, as
required by the Clean Water Act.

BIOSOLIDS

Biosolids are a primarily organic, semisolid product resulting from the
wastewater treatment process and can be beneficially recycled.
Because biosolids contain essential plant nutrients and organic matter,
they can be treated, processed and used as a soil amendment and
nutrient source to improve and maintain productive soils and stimulate
plant growth. However, the treatment process must meet all applicable
requirements and regulatory standards under state and federal law
before the biosolids can be applied to the land. At the national level,
biosolids fall under the federal clean water act (CWA); states may issue
permits that impose additional or more stringent requirements.
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ENVIRONMENTAL
INTEREST TYPE

Updated June 7, 2013

ENVIRONMENTAL INTEREST TYPE DESCRIPTION

CLEAN WATERSHEDS
NEEDS SURVEY 2008

The facility was included in the 2008 Clean Watersheds Needs Survey
(CWNS), which is a comprehensive assessment of the capital needs
required to meet water quality goals set in the Clean Water Act. Every
four years, the states and EPA collect information about publicly owned
wastewater collection and treatment facilities, stormwater and combined
sewer overflows control facilities, nonpoint source (NPS) pollution
control projects, decentralized wastewater management, and estuary
management projects. Information collected includes estimated needs,
including costs and technical information, to address water quality or
water-related public health problems, location and contact information,
populations served, flow, effluent, and unit process information, and
NPS best management practices. This information is used by EPA to
document national needs in a report to congress, which assists in
budgeting efforts. The data are also used to help measure
environmental progress, contribute to academic research, provide
information to the public, and help local and state governments
implement water quality programs.

ICIS-NPDES MAJOR

For Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTWs), major dischargers
include all facilities with design flows equal to or greater than one million
gallons per day, or serve a population of 10,000 or more, or cause
significant water quality impacts. Non-POTW discharges are classified
as major facilities on the basis of the number of points accumulated
using a Rating worksheet, which evaluates the significance of a facility
using several criteria, including toxic pollutant potential, flow volume,
and water quality factors such as impairment of the receiving water or
proximity of the discharge to coastal waters.

ICIS-NPDES MINOR

A Clean Water Act (CWA) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) minor discharger of pollutants with a “pending” permit.

ICIS-NPDES NON-MAJOR

A Clean Water Act (CWA) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) discharger of pollutants into waters of the United
States that is not designated as a major is considered a non-major.

ICIS-NPDES
UNPERMITTED

A facility that is unpermitted, but discharging pollutants into waters of the
United States and regulated under the Clean Water Act (CWA) National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES).

NPDES GENERAL
PERMIT

A NPDES general permit covers multiple facilities within a specific
category and within a specific geographical or geopolitical area such as
a city, county, designated planning area, sewer district, state highway
system, standard metropolitan statistical area, or urbanized area.
General permits may be written to cover categories of point sources
having common elements, such as storm water point sources, facilities
that discharge the same types of wastes or engage in the same types of
sludge use or disposal practices, facilities that involve the same or
substantially similar types of operations, facilities that require the same
effluent limits, operating conditions, or standards for sewage sludge use
or disposal, and facilities that require the same or similar monitoring.

NPDES MAJOR

A Clean Water Act (CWA) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) Major discharger of pollutants into waters of the
United States.
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ENVIRONMENTAL
INTEREST TYPE
NPDES NO
EXPOSURE
CERTIFICATION
NPDES NON-MAJOR

Updated June 7, 2013

ENVIRONMENTAL INTEREST TYPE DESCRIPTION
Provides light industrial facilities conditional exclusions from obtaining
storm water permits based on “no exposure” of industrial activities to
storm water. No exposure means all industrial materials and activities
are protected by a storm resistant shelter to prevent exposure to rain,
snow, snowmelt and/or runoff.
A Clean Water Act (CWA) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) Non- Major discharger of pollutants into waters of the
United States.

NPDES PERMIT

A Clean Water Act (CWA) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) permit, which establishes pollution limits, and specifies
monitoring and reporting requirements for dischargers of pollutants into
waters of the United States.

NPDES
PRETREATMENT
PROGRAM

The Pretreatment Program, a component of the Clean Water Act (CWA)
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES), requires
industrial and commercial dischargers to treat or control pollutants in
their wastewater prior to discharge to Publicly Owned Treatment Works
(POTWs).

NPDES
STORMWATER
PERMIT

The Storm Water Program, a component of the Clean Water Act (CWA)
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES), requires
NPDES permits for storm water discharges from municipal separate
storm sewer systems (MS4s), industries, and constructions sites.

NPDES UNPERMITTED

A facility that is unpermitted, but discharging pollutants into waters of the
United States and regulated under the Clean Water Act (CWA) National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES).

OIL AND GAS

An environmental program that addresses gas and oil drilling muds, oil
production brines, and other waste associated with exploration for,
development and production of crude oil or natural gas.

ONSITE WASTEWATER
TREATMENT

An environmental program concerned with the design, operation, and
maintenance of septic tank systems.

OPERATOR
CERTIFICATION

Regulations related to the certification of wastewater treatment facility
operators.

SECTION 404
PERMITTING

Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA) establishes a program to
regulate discharges of dredged or fill material into waters of the United
States, including wetlands. Activities in waters of the United States
regulated under this program include fill for development, water resource
projects (such as dams and levees), infrastructure development (such
as highways and airports) and mining projects. Section 404 requires a
permit before dredged or fill material may be discharged into waters of
the United States, unless the activity is exempt from Section 404
regulation (e.g. certain farming and forestry activities).

WASTEWATER
FACILITY

An environmental program concerned with the design, operation, and
maintenance of wastewater treatment facilities. A wastewater treatment
facility receives waste waters (and sometimes runoff) from domestic
and/or industrial sources, and by a combination of physical, chemical,
and biological processes reduces (treats) the waste waters to less
harmful byproducts.
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ENVIRONMENTAL
INTEREST TYPE
WASTEWATER PROGRAM

WATER QUALITY
PROGRAM

Updated June 7, 2013

ENVIRONMENTAL INTEREST TYPE DESCRIPTION
An environmental program that regulates discharges of pollutants to
waters of the United States, as required by the Clean Water Act.
Programs and projects designed to reduce source water pollution such
as stormwater management, stormwater permitting, land use regulation,
water quality management planning, water conservation, water supply
administration and other state and local programs.

WATER RESOURCES PROGRAMS
Environmental programs that manage water resources to meet the needs of the natural environment
and human communities, including watershed management, stream flows, water rights, well drilling,
use of water supplies, and dam safety.

DAM SITE

EROSION CONTROL

A state program responsible for regulating dams that capture and store
at least 10 acre-feet of water or watery materials such as mine tailings,
sewage and manure waste. To reasonably secure the safety of human
life and property, state agencies review plans and inspect construction
of new dams, as well as conduct inspections of existing dams to assure
proper operation and maintenance.
A state regulatory program enacted to reduce the adverse effects of
stormwater runoff and sediment. Under this program, no person, unless
exempted, may engage in a land disturbing activity without first
submitting a stormwater management and sediment control plan to the
appropriate implementing agency and obtaining a permit. A land
disturbing activity is defined as any use of the land that results in a
change in the natural cover or topography that may cause erosion and
contribute to sedimentation and alter the quality and quantity of
stormwater runoff.

FLOODPLAIN
MANAGEMENT

Floodplain management is the corrective and preventative measures for
reducing flood damage. These measures are adopted by state and local
governments so that the citizens in the community will be eligible to
purchase flood insurance.

NAVIGABLE WATERS

A state permit, Construction in Navigable Waters, must be obtained
before commencing any activity, such as construction, dredging, filling or
other alterations, below the mean high water line (tidal waters) or the
ordinary high water mark (non-tidal waters) within a navigable waterway.

NOT IN A PROGRAM CATEGORY
MULTI-PERMITTED
SITE

A site that has been issued permits by more than one state
environmental program.
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