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RECLAIMING A CONTAMINATED SITE TO RECLAIM A COMMUNITY 
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CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY 
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CAMDEN 1957 

CAMDEN: A City of Great Need 
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CAMDEN: A City of the Rise
 

• Regional Waterfront Destination 
•• Multi Modal Transportation OptionsMulti-Modal Transportation Options 
• Educational & Medical Hub 
• Private Sector Expansion 
• New Approach to Public Safety 
• Growing Neighborhoods 

CAMDEN COLLABORATIVE INITIATIVE
 

Th C d C ll b ti  I iti ti  i l tiThe Camden Collaborative Initiative is a solutions-
oriented partnership between governmental, non-

profit, private, and community-based agencies 
formed to plan and implement innovative strategies 
to improve the environment and the quality of life of 

Camden's residents. 
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Cramer Hill 

A NEW APPROACH TO NEIGHBORHOOD 
REVITALIZATION IN CAMDEN 
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Neighborhood Plan 

+ 
for 

Cooper’s Ferry Development Association, Inc. | Cramer Hill Community Development Corp. 

WATERFRONT PARK PLANWATERFRONT PARK PLAN
+ 
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COMMUNITY GOALS
 

Create a public waterfront amenity that is 
physically and visually accessible. 

Design spaces and recreation amenities 
geared towards a wide range of users. 

Provide safe gathering spaces. 

Highlight Cramer Hill’s natural assets through 
resource preservation and environmental 
education. 

Honor the neighborhood’s rich cultural 
heritage and diversity. 

Plan for local investment and employment 
opportunities. 

Resident-Driven Planning & 
Implementation 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PROCESS 

• Deliberate and Focused 

• Engaged a range of ethnic groups 

• Flyers, mailings, billboards 

• Steering Committee 

• New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection (NJDEP) 
C it tCommitment 

CAMDEN’S CHALLENGE WITH KNOWN 
CONTAMINATED SITES 

2012 Natural Imagery 
June 2015 
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WHAT IS A “BROWNFIELD” SITE?
 

 Former/currentFormer/current 
commercial or industrial 
site that is 
 Vacant or underutilized 
 Contaminated or suspected 

as contaminated 

CRAMER HILL BROWNFIELD DEVELOPMENT AREA
 

What is a brownfield development area? 
 A geographic area identified by a community 

which includes multiple properties that meet the 
definition of a “brownfield” and is targeted for 
redevelopment. 
 Designated by NJDEP 
 31 designated areas
 

>3200 acres
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CRAMER HILL BROWNFIELD DEVELOPMENT AREA 


Riverfront 
Recycling & 
Agg t 

City Of 
Camden 

Underwater 
Technics, Inc. 

Express 
Marine, Inc. 

City Of 
Camden 

Camden County 
Municipal Utilities 
Authority 

City Of 
Camden 

Camden 
Redevelopment Agency 

Aggregate 

100‐year floodplain 
Zona inundable 100 años 

Bald Eagle Foraging Zone
Área de alimentación para el 
águila americana 

Wetlands and Sub‐Aquatic Plants 
Humedales y plantas sub‐acuáticas 

Property Owners 
Dueños de propiedad 

City of Camden 

VISUAL PROGRAMMING SURVEY 
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SURVEY RESULTS 

SURVEY RESULTS 
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 Imagine you live in your Camden City…
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CRAMER HILL RESIDENT PRIORITIES 
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CRAMER HILL WATERFRONT PARK 

CRAMER HILL PRIORITY PROJECTS
 

Cove Park CCMUA Site 
Riverfront Recycling 

Baldwin’s Run 
Daylighting 

Harrison Ave. 
Landfill 

Von Nieda 
Park River Rd. Improvements 

Initiative 

State St. and Harrison Ave. 
Reconstruction 
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HARRISON AVENUE LANDFILL
 

Fantastic views 
Calm backchannel 

Connection between neighborhood and water’s edgeg g 
Adjacent Salvation Army Kroc Center 

Community and City consensus in support of developing parkland 

HARRISON AVENUE LANDFILL
 

 Site Conditions 
 85 acres 
Operated 1952-1971 
 Environmental non-

compliance 
 Illegal dumping 

 Fires and safety issues 
Community nuisance 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS 
Water’s Edge 

Rip-Rap Armored Edge 

Vegetated Edge Spatterdock at Low Tide 

EXISTING CONDITIONS 
Top of the Landfill 

Cooper River 

Vandalism and Dumping Existing Paths and Mature Vegetation 
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Vandalism and Dumping Existing Paths and Mature Vegetation
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS
 

 Municipal Solid Waste 
 NNo llandfill cover (l(leaf litter ‘‘cap’)’) dfill f li
 Mature vegetation (40-60 years) 
 Endangered species (eagles, FW mussels, 

fish) 
 Chlorinated solvent pplume 

SITE CONSTRAINTS 

100 Year Flood Plain Wetlands 

Bald Eagle Foraging 
Zone 

Contours Showing Thickness of Landfill Waste 
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SALVATION ARMY KROC CENTER
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Salvation Army Camden receives $54M grant from estate of Ray & Joan Kroc (2006) 
Large (~20 acre) site required for Community Center 

BEFORE 

AFTER 

NJDEP CLEANUP CLEARS THE WAY FOR 
COMMUNITY CENTER 

 Harrison Avenue Landfill was chosen to be 
the location of the community center 
 It’s large enough 
Owned by Camden Redevelopment Agency 
Access to bus routes 
Close to 12,000 children,
 Reconnect the residents to the waterfront 
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HARRISON AVENUE LANDFILL 
SOLID WASTE LANDFILL CLOSURE ALTERNATIVES 

 Subtitle D  Alternative cap 
 Typical Closure:  Typical Closure: 

~$250 000/acre ~$250,000/acre ~$100 000/acre ~$100,000/acre 
 LF Gas System: ~$25,000/acre  LF Gas System: not required 
 Annual O&M:  ~$40,000 (early)  Annual O&M: ~$10,000 (early) 
 No Beneficial Reuse  Beneficial Reuse 

Remediation based on community needs (site reuse). 

HARRISON AVENUE LANDFILL: REMOVAL ACTION (2008) 

14,000 tons waste excavated 
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HARRISON AVENUE LANDFILL: 
TRANSPORT OF WASTE OFF-SITE 

HARRISON AVE LANDFILL: BACKFILLING OF 
INDUSTRIAL WASTE AREA (MARCH 2008) 
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HARRISON AVE LANDFILL: INDUSTRIAL WASTE AREA 
AFTER RESEEDING (APRIL 2008) 

HARRISON AVE LANDFILL: INDUSTRIAL WASTE AREA 
AFTER REMOVAL ACTION (MAY 2008) 
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HARRISON AVE LANDFILL: 
PHASE I REMEDIATION (SPRING 2012) 

HARRISON AVE LANDFILL: PHASE I 
SALVATION ARMY (KROC) COMMUNITY CENTER 

 Green Remediation 
TechniquesTechniques 
 Use of Local Dredge 

Material for Cap 
 Alternate 

(Permeable/Vegeta
tive) Cap 

 Natural Remediation 
ofof groundwatergroundwater 

 Vapor Collection 
Trench for methane 

 Sub-slab Vapor 
System for building 
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HARRISON AVE LANDFILL: PHASE I 
SALVATION ARMY (KROC) COMMUNITY CENTER 

 Landfill Remediation/Closure 
 In Cramer Hill neighborhood & on 2 rivers 
 Relocation of waste away from building 
 Foundation & Cap: Local dredge material 

HARRISON AVE LANDFILL: PHASE I 

REMEDIATION/CLOSURE COMPLETE
 

 Kroc Center Under Construction 
 Environmental Investment: Social & Economic 

Benefifits 
 $25 M remediation secures $75 M Kroc Center 
 Will serve 3 NJ counties & Philadelphia Metro area 
 Unique programs & resources 
 Enrichment courses 
 Job training/placement 
 TheaterTheater 
 Community center 
 Two pools 

 160 permanent jobs 
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HOW GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS CAN SPARK 
URBAN RENEWAL 

Green Remediation Techniques: 
Use of Local Dredge Material for Cap 
Alternate (Permeable/Vegetative) Cap 
Green Infrastructure Elements: 
Permeable / Water infiltration Cap 
~1.1-acre constructed wetlands 
2000 feet bioretention basins 
>25 million gallons annually of 

stormwater management 
no connection to adjacent CSO… 
Restoration of Riparian Corridor: 

Constructed Wetlands 

Bioretention Basins 

living shoreline & wetlands creation 

Project Costs: 
Salvation Army Remediation $26 M 
Kroc Center Building $32 M 
Restoration of Riparian Corridor ~$20 M 

Project Partners: 
Salvation Army Camden/Kroc Found. 
Camden Redevelopment Agency 
NJ Dept. of Environmental Protection 
Cramer Hill Community Dev’t Corp 
Cooper’s Ferry Partnership 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
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THE CAMDEN KROC ARTS DEPARTMENT 

AQUATICS PROGRAM 
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LEARNING CENTER 

GAME ROOM 

LIBRARY 
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FITNESS PROGRAM 
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS
 

Fish & Wildlife/Endangered Species 

Natural Resource Restoration 

Site Remediation 

Water Resources Management 

Flood Control 

Economic Growth & Green Energy 

Land Use Management 

Environmental Justice 
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RECLAIMING LANDFILLS 
Best Practices 

Mt. Trashmore, Va Beach, VA 

Fresh Kills Landfill, Staten Island, NY 

Millenium Park, Roxbury, MA 

Millenium Park, Roxbury, MA 

CRAMER HILL WATERFRONT PARK
 

North Camden 

Bioengineered 
Edge 

A compromise balancing environmental 
restoration and community interests. 

Parking and Drop-off for 
Boat Launch 

Structured Vegetated 
Lawn in Overflow 
Parking/Flexible 

Programming Area 

Restored 
Wetland   

Boathouse/Concessions 

Native Plant 
Education 
Garden 

Lawn 

Sledding 
Hill (Lawn) 

Low meadow 

Overlook 

Picnic 
Pavilions 

Soccer Field 

Picnic 
Areas 

Undisturbed 
Habitat 

Access 
Gate 

Access 
Gate 

Boat 
Launch 

Salvation Army 

Kroc Corps Community Center 

Harrison   Avenue 2
2

 th S
t. 

1
7

 th S
t. 

Playground 

Parking 

Splash Pad Water Play/ 

Seasonal Ice Skating Rink 

Public Plaza 

Community Building 
(15,000sf) 

Soccer Field 

Baseball 
Fields 

Gate 

Basketball 
Courts 

Restored 
Wetland   

Access 
Gate 
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PROPOSED EDGE TREATMENT OPTIONS
 

Delaware  River 

North Camden 

Varied edge treatment options 
provides both access to River, open 
space, and undisturbed habitat. 

Restored 
Wetland 

Undisturbed 
Habitat 

Edge Treatment 

Boardwalk (810 LF) 

Soft edge 3:1 slope with rip rap at toe (1250 LF) 

Bio engineered edge (500 LF) 

Unremediated/ uncapped edge (1050 LF) 

Harrison   Avenue 2
5

 th S
t. 

2
4
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t. 

2
2
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Restored 
Wetland 

CRAMER HILL WATERFRONT PARK 
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New Paradigm: 

Restoration of natural systems in the urban environment
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HARRISON AVE LANDFILL – LIVING SHORELINE 
RESTORATION 

 Remediation Restoration 
 Enhance local natural resourcesEnhance local natural resources 
◦ Freshwater Mussel Beds 
◦ Filter tidal waters 
◦ Enhance fish habitat 
◦ Improved eagle foraging 

 Added Value to Community 
◦ Access to open space 
◦ Recreational opportunities 
◦ Education/stewardship 

 Water quality benefits beyond site 

BIOFILTRATION POTENTIAL
 

LaterLaterStartStart 

No musselNo mussel 8 adult8 adultss mmuusselsssels No musselNo musselss 8 adult8 adult mmuusselsssels 

Courtesy of Dick Neves, VA Tech 
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DAYLIGHTING
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Sana Qureshi 
Community Relations Coordinator 
New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection 
401 E. State Street, 6th Fl. West 
TTrentton, NJ 08625  NJ 08625 
609.984.2038 
Sana.qureshi@dep.nj.gov 

Michael Deely 
Brownfields Project Manager 
New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection 
401 E. State Street 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
609.633.1332 
Michael.deely@dep.nj.gov 

Meishka L. Mitchell, AICP, PP 
VP Neighborhood Initiatives 
Cooper’s Ferry Partnership 
One Port Center 
2 Riverside Drive, Suite 501 
Camden, NJ 08103 
856.757.9154 
meishka@coopersferry.com 

VON NIEDA PARK & 
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