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MISSION
The Border Energy Forum (BEF) 
brings together state and local 
officials, private sector 
professionals, academics, and 
members of environmental 
organizations from both the US and 
Mexico border states. The mission 
of the Forum  is to foster the 
exchange information  and ideas 
about how to best produce and 
consume energy in our fast‐growing 
region, forge new partnerships, and 
work together towards twin goals of 
economic development and 
environmental protection.



BORDER STATES

• The BEF began in 1994, and now alternates each year 
between the United States and Mexico.  It has been held at 
least once in each of the 10 border states.



Border Energy Program

• Annual US-Mexico Border Energy Forum 
started in 1994 in El Paso.

• First in Mexico – Forum III in 1996 in 
Monterrey.

• 20th anniversary – Forum XX –
San Antonio, November 6-8, 2013



FORUM OBJECTIVES
• An “all of the above” 

conference.  
• Improve and expand cross‐

border communications, 
policy advocacy and 
outreach regarding the 
best use of energy in 
northern Mexico and the 
American Southwest.  

• Examine the border’s role 
in continental energy 
framework.



A TOP FORUM OBJECTIVE
• Facilitate increased regional development of clean 
energy projects, cross‐border energy trade, 
advanced technologies and innovative solutions for 
sustainable resource management, and identify 
barriers to their implementation.



Border Energy Program

• Impact on energy markets from growing 
natural gas and electricity demand.

• Concerns about regional economic 
development and environmental 
protection.



FORUM XXII

• Coordinated by the Texas General Land Office
• Collaborating with the Border Environment 
Cooperation Commission, North American 
Development Bank, the U.S.‐Mexico Cultural and 
Educational Foundation, and Cleantech San Diego





Sources:  U.S. Energy Information Administration/ 
EagleFordShale.com
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FORUM XXII

• 2015 – a Watershed Moment?
• Forum XXI – a Fresh Start for the 21st Century
• Forum XXII – tracking the progress of Mexico’s 
Energy Reform



Border Energy Program

• Works with regional organizations and 
directly with other states.

• Border Governors Conference

• Western Governors Association - border 
energy task force - www.borderenergy.org





Renewable Energy Success Story

Texas is the No. 1 Wind State
More than 12,000 MW 

Texas Wind Power Project
• Located on state land, in Delaware Mountains 
of West Texas (Culberson County). 

• Operating since August 1995.



Texas Wind Power Project

Renewable Energy





Solar Resources in the Border Region
The BECC/BDAN Border Region includes some of the best 
places in the world for solar energy generation, with a solar 
irradiation annual average of 6 to 7 KWh/m2/day
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Source: www.nrel.gov



Wind Resources in the Border Region
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 Wind potential in Mexico has not been completely evaluated.
 The NREL has developed some wind maps for Oaxaca, Baja

California Sur, Yucatán and Quintana Roo, as well as for the
border region in Baja California, Sonora and Chihuahua,
using data from meteorological stations and remote
prospection techniques.

Sources: www.renovables.gob.mx and www.nrel.gov
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