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Penn’s Campus Today 

 290 acres 

 14 million sf in 180 buildings 

 20,000 students 

 20,000 faculty and staff 

 12 schools 

 1 campus 
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What is the Penn Green Fund? 

 Established in 2009 following the launch of 

the University’s Climate Action Plan  

 Designed to seed innovative ideas from Penn 

students, faculty, and staff with one-time 

grants, up to $50,000 

 Funded by the Division of Facilities and Real 

Estate Services 
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PennCycle  

(Fall 2001) 



Green Fund Process 

 Two application and disbursal periods each 

year 

 Green Fund Review Board has representatives 

from across the University 

 Projects with a financial savings are expected 

to repay the grant  

 Green Fund project teams are required to 

submit a midterm and final report.  
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Green Fund Projects 

 44 projects funded to date 

 23 are complete 

 15 have submitted midterm reports 

 In the beginning stages of calculating GHG 

savings 
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 Penn Garden  
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 Going Greener 
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 Worm Composting at Annenberg Public Policy Center 

 Sigma Chi Window Restoration 

 Stormwater Harvesting Project 

 Green Acorn Certification Program 

 School of Medicine Lighting Analysis 

 Dept. of Chemistry Lab Glass and Metal                 
Recycling 

 Recycling Room at the School of                      
Engineering and Applied Science  

 Ozone Washing Machines at Pottruck Gym 

 



Lessons Learned 

 Value of a project sponsor and stakeholder engagement 

 Pre-application meetings 

 Review Board members from across the University 
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www.upenn.edu/sustainability/programs/green-fund 


