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TTooddaayy’’ss AAggeennddaa
 

� Overview of Green Power Community Program 
� Anthony Amato, ERG, contract firm to U.S. EPA 

� EPA’s New “Green Power Community Challenge” 
� Allison Dennis, EPA’s Green Power Partnership 

� PGE’s Experience with Green Power Communities 
� Thor Hinckley, PGE 
� Joanna Colby, Green Mountain Energy 

� Questions & Answers 
� Post­Webinar email with presentations and Challenge 

Factsheet 
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Webinar LogisticsWebinar Logistics 

� Attendees will be muted throughout this 
webinar to minimize background noise. 

� Attendees should submit questions and 
comments in writing via the online control 
panel. 

� To minimize or maximize the control panel, 
click on the >> button at the top left of the 
tool bar. 
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Green Power Community InitiativeGreen Power Community Initiative 

� EPA initiative that challenges communities to buy green 
power in an amount that collectively meets the 
Partnership’s green power use benchmarks 

� Intended to motivate collective action of a community’s 
local government, businesses, and citizens to reduce the 
community’s carbon footprint by procuring green power 
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Requirements for CommunitiesRequirements for Communities 

1.	 Local government’s municipal operations must join as a 
Green Power Partner 
� Stake out a leadership position within community 

2.	 Community joins as Community Partner 
� Collective purchase by community (gov, businesses, citizens) of 

green power meets EPA benchmark levels at time of signing 
Partnership Agreement 

� Local government official signs Community Partnership Agreement 
on behalf of community 

3.	 Provide annual updates of community­wide electricity and 
green power use 
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CCoommmmuunniittyy GGrreeeenn PPoowweerr BBeenncchhmmaarrkkss
     

Community­wide Electricity 
Use
 

If the Community’s 

annual electricity use is…
 

Over 100,000,000 kWh
 

100,000,000 – 10,000,000 
kWh
 

Under 10,000,000 kWh
 

Green Power 

Minimum Requirement  
(before 1/1/2011) 

The aggregated green power 
use must exceed … 

2% 

3% 

6% 

Green Power 

Minimum Requirement  
(after 1/1/2011)
 

The aggregated green power 
use must exceed …
 

3% 

5% 

10% 

Note: green power must be met with “new” renewable energy (i.e. installed on or 
after January 1, 1997) 
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Typical Steps in becoming an EPATypical Steps in becoming an EPA 
Green Power CommunityGreen Power Community 

� Local government/Utility/NGO gauges interest among stakeholders 
in becoming an EPA Green Power Community 

� Local government purchases green power for municipal operations 
and joins EPA Partnership as organization­wide Partner 

� Design and implement a “campaign” to increase the use of green 
power among residents and businesses. Common elements include: 
� Home for “campaign” within a city department, citizen group, utility or 

marketers, NGOs, etc. 
� Campaign kickoff event 
� Publicly­stated campaign goal(s) (i.e. increasing # subscribers by X) 
� Media outreach 

� Mayor signs EPA Partnership Agreement on behalf of community, 
possibly with City Council Resolution, once community has met EPA 
requirements 
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EPA Green Power CommunitiesEPA Green Power Communities 

� 31 Green Power Communities 

� Collective green power use of 
~910 million kWh 
� Avoids ~1.4 million lbs of 

CO2 emissions 

� Equal to the annual CO2 
emissions from ~125,000 
cars 

� Equal to the annual 
electricity use of ~79,000 
average American homes 
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EPA Offers Green Power CommunitiesEPA Offers Green Power Communities 

� Metrics & Credibility 
� Metric for “How much green power is enough?” 

� Definition of eligible renewables resources 

� Expert Advice 
� Assistance with campaign planning and messaging 

� Network of Like­minded Communities 
� Learn what works and what doesn’t 

� Two 24” x 30” aluminum signs 

�

� Recognition 
� Eligibility for Leadership Awards 

� Artwork for Community Banner 

Communications & Press Release Assistance 



              
      

     
     
     

     

     
         

     

Individual Community Page onIndividual Community Page on 
EPA Web SiteEPA Web Site 

� Each Community has 
own individualized Web 
page on EPA site 

� Lists green power 
accomplishments 

� Links to Community’s 
Web site on green power 
use or sustainability 
efforts 
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Benefits to Provider of Green PowerBenefits to Provider of Green Power 
Community InitiativeCommunity Initiative 

� Credibility of EPA­sponsored initiative 
� Clear targets and rewards 
� Lowers acquisition costs for residential and 

small commercial 
� New sales pitch for large commercial customers 

to be community “leaders” or “champions” 

� Localized market transformation opportunity 
� Potential to leverage additional clean energy 

activities 

� Initiative creates friendly competition between 
communities on who is the “greenest” 

� Improved community relations 
� Media coverage of a good story 



              
      

Examples of Green PowerExamples of Green Power 
Community Outreach MaterialsCommunity Outreach Materials 
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Examples of Green PowerExamples of Green Power 
Community Outreach MaterialsCommunity Outreach Materials 
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How Can Providers Leverage EPAHow Can Providers Leverage EPA 
Tools & Resources?Tools & Resources? 

� Use of EPA Community outreach materials 
� Brochure 

� Factsheet 

� Top Community List 

� Possibility event attendance by EPA official 

� Assistance in developing community press releases 
� Quote from EPA official 

� Environmental benefits statement 

� EPA HQ or Regional press releases on community 
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WWaanntt ttoo KKnnooww MMoorree??
 

� Basic Information 

� To learn more and see a complete list of EPA’s Green Power 
Communities, please visit: www.epa.gov/greenpower/communities 

� More Questions? 

� Blaine Collison, 202­343­9139, collison.blaine@epa.gov 

� Anthony Amato (ERG, contractor to EPA), 781­674­7225, 
anthony.amato@erg.com 

15 


