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MS. OSTERMEIER: We're going to start the hearing.
Opening the hearing this evening will be Mony. I thank you
very much for coming this evening.

MR. CHABRIA: This is a hearing on EPA's plan to
approve an application for the City of —-- from the
City of Bryan, Ohio to designate the Michindoh Aquifer as a
sole-source aquifer.

At this time, I would like to ask everyone, if you

haven't done so already, to silence your telephones and

pagers.

My name is Mony Chabria. I'm a Deputy Branch Chief in
the Water Division at EPA Region 5. 1I'll be presiding over
this hearing tonight. And joining me from EPA are

Bill Spaulding, Jennifer Ostermeier and Andrea Porter.
They're all from the Water Division at EPA. They'll review
the application and is responsible for evaluating it, as
well as collecting the comments that we're getting tonight.
Jennifer and Andrea are here to help with facilitating the
hearing. We have arranged for a court reporter to record
all the comments made during the hearing.

The hearing this evening will work like this: As you
came into the room this evening, you were asked to sign in
at the sign-in table. You were also asked if you were
interested in making a public comment, to check a box on

the form. If you indicated that you were —- you were —-—
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intend to a make a public comment, Jennifer will be calling
your name to come up to one of the two microphones in the
front here to begin your public comment. When you get to
the microphone, we ask that you state and spell your name
for the court reporter, and then begin your public comment.
The court reporter will be taking down your comments, SO
please speak clearly, and note that only spoken words, and
not gestures, will be recorded.

If you miss the sign-in table for you to sign, as the
hearing —-- as the hearing goes on, that you wish to make a
comment, please make your way back to Andrea at the tables
in the lobby, so that we know you want a chance to make a
comment.

We hope to keep the comments coming in in an orderly
fashion, so that the court reporter has an easy time taking
them down, and we have a clear record. We appreciate your
cooperation on this.

Jennifer is also here tonight to help us stay on time.
She will be closely monitoring the time. Try to keep your
comments to a two to three-minute time frame. At about two
minutes, Jennifer will signal you that you are reaching
your time limit, like this. (Indicating.) At —-- at three
minutes, you'll be asked to wrap up your comments. I want
to make sure that everyone who wishes to —-— to make a

comment on the record gets the opportunity to do so. If

66183519-98e4-4eb2-a04c-c2fe9cfOe8a4d




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page 7

you haven't gotten your name to Jennifer, as I said, please
—— please make sure you fill out the form in the back
table.

After the hearing, we will be receiving a transcript
from the court reporter. We will then place the transcript
on our website. If you decide after tonight that you want
to make a comment, or add to your comment, or change your
comment, we are, again, accepting written comments until
January 29th.

You should know that we will give equal importance to
verbal comments made tonight and any written comments
submitted during the comment period.

We are pleased to have this opportunity to listen to
your comments on the City of Bryan, Ohio's application.
The EPA began the public comment period on the application
in September 2009, and has since extended the comment
period to —-- to January 29th.

You may also write out comments and mail them, or
email them, to EPA, or actually write them tonight, and
hand them to any one of the EPA representatives here.

EPA will review and respond to all the comments
received during the comment period, and prepare a written
response of this summary, which will also be posted on
EPA's website, EPA Region 5's website. The amount of time

that it will take to prepare the response to this summary
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is —— 1is going to depend on the nature and number of
comments we receive. But once we have that in place, we
will be making a decision to either grant the application,
or seek additional information, or deny the application.

If we —— if we make a decision to approve the
application, we will publish the decision in the federal
register and post the decision on our website.

This hearing is designed to allow you to make comments
for EPA to consider. We will not be responding to
questions or comments during the hearing portion of
tonight's program. The hearing is scheduled to end at
9:30. As I said, Jennifer will help us to keep on track.

Before we begin, I wanted to give you a little bit of
background on the matter, for those who are just coming in
for the hearing portion, that we had an informational
session earlier, but I'll give you a brief description.

In October 2007, the City of Bryan, Ohio submitted an
application to designate the —- the Michindoh Aquifer as a
sole-source aquifer. Such designation would mean that the
aquifer is the primary source of drinking water for people
in a nine county area, that include parts of three states.
The region includes all of Ohio's Williams County, and
parts of Defiance and Fulton Counties in Ohio; Allen,
DeKalb and Steuben Counties in Indiana; and Hillsdale,

Lenawee and Branch Counties in Michigan.
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The Safe Drinking Water Act gives EPA the authority
to designate an aquifer as a sole source of drinking water
for a specified area. Once an area has this designation,
EPA is obligated to review all federally-funded projects in
the area in order to determine their potential for
contaminating the aquifer, as a sole-source aquifer
supplies at least 50 percent of the drinking water consumed
in the area overlying the aquifer.

Now I'll turn it over to Jennifer to start calling
names and —- and inviting people to come up to the
microphone. Thank you.

MS. OSTERMEIER: Hello. Again, I'm
Jennifer Ostermeier. Thank you all for coming this
evening.

I'm going to be calling everybody's names one by one,
or actually maybe two by two. I'd like for the first
person that I call their name, to come to this microphone.
At the same time, the second person, come to this
microphone, so that we can —— we don't lose very much time
between people. If I call your name, and you're longer
interested in making a comment, just signal —-- signal to
me, if you don't want to.

The first is going to be Paul Brandy, and ——- it looks
like County Commissioner Paul Brandy.

MR. BRANDY: I said no.

66183519-98e4-4eb2-a04c-c2fe9cfOe8a4d
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MS. OSTERMEIER: Oh, he doesn't want to.

Doug Johnson, and Darlene Burkhardt will be following him.
Thank you.

MR. JOHNSON: I am the Mayor of the City of Bryan,
and we are trying to do the best —-

MS. OSTERMEIER: Spell your name.

MR. JOHNSON: D-0-U-G, J-O-H-N-S-O-N.

Mayor of the City of Bryan. We are trying to do the
best to protect the drinking water for our city, and not
get into a situation where we lose our drinking water and
have the taxpayer's expense of getting water someplace
else. We don't have a very cold source to get that water.
Thank you.

MS. BURKHARDT: I'm Darlene Burkhardt,
B-U-R-K-H-A-R-D-T, and I am the Mayor of the Village of
Eden. And I am here to speak in support of the sole-source
aquifer. We are a very small village of 900 people, and we
have had a lot of federally-funded projects, as far as
wastewater and water the past two years since I have been
mayor. If something would happen that we would have no
water, I don't know what myself and the 900 residents of
our village would do. So again, I am —— I myself am in
support of the aquifer. Thank you.

MS. OSTERMEIER: Alan Word, I believe it is, County

Commissioner, followed by Dean Genter. Again, I apologize
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if I'm butchering your name. It's not intentional.

MR. WORD: Alan Word, last name spelled W-O-R-D,
Williams County Commissioner, and I am speaking as
County Commissioner.

First off, I want to thank everybody. This is an
emotional thing. There is a lot of concern and rightly so.
You know, for the people and -- and the government,
sometimes, you know, government is good, government
sometimes is not good. But nonetheless, you know, there is
a grave concern. I don't think there is a person in here
that doesn't agree that we have to have adequate water and
safe drinking water. Period. I don't think there is —-- as
one gentleman said, there is not a one person that wants
contaminated water. So thank you for the oversight and the
things you do.

Secondly, as a commissioner, as a public servant, what
we look at is safety and security for our community and our
constituents, as well we're responsible not only for that
safety, but trying to see that our community is capable of
sustaining a livelihood. And these two appear, at this
time, to be maybe butting heads. And what we're looking
for, and I think we all feel this way, is an equitable
solution. We don't want too much government. We don't
want our economy to be hurt any more than it's already

been. It's been pretty dramatic for us, being one of the
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top counties in the United States for unemployment, and
existing very high even at this time. So even though the
environment is very important to us, so is the security of
our economy, and —-- and the people that live in our
communities, all of our communities. Thank you.

MR. GENTER: My name is Dean Genter, Fulton County
Commissioner, along with Joe Short, County Commissioner,
Mr. Paul Barnaby, County Commissioner for Fulton County as
well. We're just going to read a statement here. We've
already submitted a written statement as well, signed by
the county commissioners.

The Board of Fulton County Commissioners' duties are
to preserve and promote public health and welfare of the
citizens of Fulton County. Further, the Board continuously
provides for the protection of local, state and federal
natural resources and environment. In addition, the public
drinking water sources within the area of concern,
specifically within the state of Ohio, have been and will
continue to —— will continue to be monitored by the
Ohio EPA, as authorized under the 1996 amendment to the
Safe Drinking Water Act, in providing protective strategies
—— in providing protective strategies and measures to
prevent public drinking water sources contamination.

We believe the protection of the public drinking

water sources, within this area, from current and future
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potential contaminations have been adequately assessed and
addressed through local and state government agencies'
rules and regulations, and further involvement from other
entities would be considered an unnecessary redundancy and
wasteful of resources and efforts.

We, Fulton County, strongly oppose the proposed
Michindoh Aquifer, sole-source aquifer designation, as
being based on a sole-jurisdiction decision-making
determination, which will hinder the ability of local
governments to apply —- to applying, receive and utilize
federal fundings for various projects. Jeopardizes
industrial business base within our subject area, and
further, this designation, as petitioned, will negatively
impact the future outlook of agricultural practices and
activities in this area, since a large percentage of the
land being used for agricultural purposes for many
generations. So we have a lot of concerns there, which
refer to economic development and agricultural production.
Thank you.

MS. OSTERMEIER: Thank you. Next will be Mary
Thomas, followed by Fred Slicker.

MS. THOMAS: I'm Mary Ann Thomas, M-A-R-Y, capital
A-N-N, T-H-O-M-A-S.

MS. OSTERMEIER: Make sure you speak into the

microphone.

66183519-98e4-4eb2-a04c-c2fe9cfOe8a4d




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page 14

MS. THOMAS: Okay.

MS. OSTERMEIER: Thank you.

MS. THOMAS: My name is Mary Ann Thomas, and I am a
hydrologist who has investigated groundwater —--—
groundwater quality in the Michindoh area, and I'd like to
show some information that might be relevant to this
sole-source aquifer designation discussion.

I work for the U.S. Geological Survey Water Science
Center in Columbus, Ohio. I've worked there for 17 years.
The USGS collects and analyzes data on groundwater and
rivers, and our goal is to provide unbiased information to
those who manage or regulate water resources.

From 1995 to 2000, I worked with a team of
hydrologists on a large project to characterize the water
quality of the Lake Erie Basin. And the Lake Erie Basin is
a very large area that includes part of five states. It
includes all the watersheds of the rivers that ultimately
drain into Lake Erie, so the —-— the St. Joe, Tiffin, Maumee
River —-— River Basin are all —— we're in the western part
of the Lake Erie Basin. So there are three points I'd like
to make based on the studies that -- that we have done.

One is for the —-— of the entire Lake Erie Basin, we
selected the Michindoh area as the location of our
groundwater work, because we recognize that this is an area

where the majority of the water use is from groundwater,

66183519-98e4-4eb2-a04c-c2fe9cfOe8a4d




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page 15

and that the only source of groundwater is
Michindoh Glacial Aquifer.

The second point I wanted to make is that we
documented that the Michindoh Glacial Aquifer is wvulnerable
to contamination from -- from human activities. We've
drilled 30 wells throughout the area, examined cores of the
aquifer material, and we recognized that the aquifer is not
protected by a thick layer of clay. There are widespread
networks of vertical fractures and sand lenses throughout
the aquifer that —-- that concern is pathways for
contaminate migration from land surface to the aquifer.

So based on -- we also sampled water, water samples
from those wells, and found evidence of human activities in
more than a third of the wells, in the form of nitrate or
pesticides, or pesticide degradates, or volatile organic
compounds. The concentrations didn't exceed the drinking
water standards, but —- but based on the chemistry of the
water and the physical characteristics of the aquifer
material, we recognized that the Michindoh Aquifer is
vulnerable to contamination, and that in some areas, low
concentrations of contaminates are already present in the
aquifer.

The third and final point is that we found a striking
contrast between the quality of groundwater and the quality

of river water in the Lake Erie Basin. When we compared
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the Michindoh Aquifer to other aquifers in other
agricultural areas throughout the country, the

Michindoh Aquifer ranked relatively high in terms of water
quality. In contrast, the rivers of the Western Lake Erie
Basin ranked relatively low in terms of water quality. And
greatest —- I'm almost done.

MS. OSTERMEIER: Okay.

MS. THOMAS: Greatest concern were concentrations of
pesticides, pesticide degradates, nitrate or phosphorous.
So as an example, over a two-year period, where more than
300 samples were collected from ten rivers, including the
St. Joe, every single one of those 300 samples had a
pesticide, at least one pesticide.

MS. OSTERMEIER: Thank you, Mary. If you want to
submit the rest of your comment in writing, that's fine.
To be fair to everyone here, we really need to limit the
comments to three minutes.

MS. THOMAS: Okay.

MS. OSTERMEIER: If at the end we end up having

additional time, you're welcome to come back up to the

court reporter and give additional information. I just
need to be fair for everyone. That's my job.

Let's see. Rick Homeier. Oh. I'm trying to be fair
to you too. Sorry.

MR. SLICKER: Fred Slicker. All farmers and farm

66183519-98e4-4eb2-a04c-c2fe9cfOe8a4d
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organizations are interested in maintaining a safe aquifer.
We have a concern that a federal designation is not needed,
nor will it have any practical benefit in sustaining our
aquifer. It is not endangered. There is no reason for
suspecting that this status would deteriorate within the
current practices. The practices we have today far exceed
the standards we had placed 150 years ago.

The sole-source aquifer designation process requires
no analytical evidence of probability that a potential loss
for drinking water is even a remote possibility. The
aquifer is not fragile, nor is it likely to lose its
natural protection mechanism.

For almost 200 years, agriculture and industry using
this water is evidence how safely it is protected. A
sole-source designation will not provide any transparent
procedure in water management that will better ensure a
safer aquifer than we have now.

The Ohio EPA has the responsibility of enforcing
federal EPA standards. So what new standards do we need,
or what will be imposed? What provisions do we have in
place to reverse the aquifer designation, if we find out
later that it was a mistake?

The greatest threat would be if the requirements are
arbitrarily assigned beyond the current limits of federal

or state standards. If you exceed established standards,
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the designation will create a lingering obstacle to
economic development in this country, by posing a threat of
unlimited standards for which nobody can prepare.
Undisclosed standards for project reviews will make future
business planning very uncertain.

The unnecessary federal oversight on future projects
will increase the cost and implementation for competitive
enterprises that does not demonstrate any increased
benefits to the aquifer. We do not designate the aquifer
as a sole-source aquifer —-

MS. OSTERMEIER: Keep going. You have one more
minute.

MR. SLICKER: Williams County Farm Bureau. Thank
you.

MS. OSTERMEIER: My timing is impeccable. Next is
Rick Homeier.

MR. HOMEIER: I didn't ask for it.

MS. OSTERMEIER: Okay. Mark Kelly.

MR. KELLY: No.

MS. OSTERMEIER: 1I've got Bob Short, followed by
Mark Ballmer.

MR. SHORT: I'm Bob Short, S-H-O-R-T. I'm a
supervisor with Williams Soil and Water District in
Williams County. And Williams Soil and Water District

works extensively with farmers in our district to maintain
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conservation practices to help ensure the viability of
clean water in our lakes, rivers and streams. My concern,
I guess, personally is if the sole-source aquifer is
passed, where the governing would come, if the EPA in
Chicago is going to be responsible for our drinking water
in Williams County? The Soil and Water District partners
with many federal agencies, including the

Environmental Protection Agency, and I think that we have
policies and programs in place on the local and state level
that adequately monitor the protection of our streams,
lakes and —-- and drinking water at this time.

MR. BALLMER: Mark Ballmer, B-A-L-L-M-E-R. I'd like
to make —- agree with this gentleman here. Soil and Water
has had such a great impact with the filter strips and
controlling our water filtrations and stuff like this by
preventing pollutants into the agquifer. And your comment,
you would only look at a small percent of the
federally—-funded jobs, and I'm primarily looking at road
jobs, the contaminates in the aquifer would primarily not
come from this small group. We already have an
EPA-mandating Clean Water Act. And so what damage would
come from this small group that you look at of jobs would
be so minute, because that's not where the problem is going
to be coming from. And so why mandate this position, or

this job in aquifers, when it isn't going to have that big

66183519-98e4-4eb2-a04c-c2fe9cfOe8a4d
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of an impact on the aquifers, compared to other projects
and stuff like that?

MS. OSTERMEIER: Thank you. Next, Glen Frobel,
William Harvey.

MR. FROBEL: I'm Glen Frobel, F-R-O-B-E-L, from
Cambria Township, Hillsdale County.

Recently in Hillsdale County, three townships got
together to fund a study for a joint sewer project. The
study cost taxpayers over 60 grand. This was done quietly,
and it was done on a need-to-know basis, and they thought
the taxpayers didn't need to know. The consultants came up
with a $40 million price tag, which is four times the
annual county budget. We, the people, our 1local
government, and applied —-- we applied facts and pressure
that became unbearable to our local officials, who were
exposed, and became accountable to the taxpayers. They
wanted to create a perpetual cash cow.

I see similarities in keeping the aquifer project on
a low profile, what I call under the radar. When
politicians, whether honest or shady, start a project like
a sole—-source aquifer, and keep it as quiet as they have
been, they are trying to hide something from the citizenry
of three states, with the final decision in the hands of a
branch of government called the EPA. Thank God for our

state representative Ken Kurtz. Without him, we would not
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have assembled these last two evenings.

We were thoroughly entertained last night by the EPA
in Hudson, Michigan. After their presentation, we were
told they intend to sign on to the Bryan sole-source
aquifer. They've always signed off on the aquifers.
They've never denied one. There were people from the
City of Bryan there, and for whatever reason, the person
did not, or could not, explain the virtues or benefits for
Ohio or Michigan of a sole-source aquifer.

We have laws that dwarf anything in Ohio to the
federal level regarding clean water in Michigan. We know
how to manage our great lakes, inland waters and
groundwaters without outside interference with separate
entities with unclear motives.

The majority of questions asked last night were
answered with a deer in the headlights look, or a nervous
snicker, or I don't know, or my favorite, write it down and
we'll get back to you. I hope the people of Bryan are
looking for answers to questions from honest questions
directed to elected government officials. There should be
honest answers that will reveal the truth. Truth in what
is going on here is the key. The government works for and
answers to, we, the people. We demand answers. We are not
radical or threatening, but any branch of government that

acts in bad faith, without answering to we, the people, is
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not only threatening, but tyrannical.

Without regard to state's rights, existing state law,
and property rights, the very idea that the EPA will just
rubber stamp this request to gain a foothold of power in
three states is folly and not good government. Depending
—— being dependent on the federal government for loans that
extend their power to curtail our pursuit of happiness is
wrong. Since we have the people of Michigan -- since when
have the people of Michigan lost their right to regulate
their natural resources?

I believe if you in Ohio desire sole-source aquifer,
do it in your own state, and do not drag your neighbors to
the north into another layer of unwanted federal
government. We answer to God in Michigan, just like many
of you answer to God, not the whims of men.

History reminds me of the treaties with the
American Indians that were signed and never intended to be
honored, because of an unclear agenda of the government.
Therefore, I request the EPA to extend the process 180
days, until the principals can uphold the constitution,
keep the sovereign rights of states, and not be run over
over local or federal government.

MS. OSTERMEIER: Thank you.

MR. FROBEL: And thanks for the New Era people for

having us here tonight. Appreciate it.
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MS. OSTERMEIER: Thank you.

MR. HARVEY: Do I have to state —-

MS. OSTERMEIER: That's good.

MR. HARVEY: Okay. My name is Bill Harvey. I
strongly support the designation Michindoh Glacial Aquifer
as a sole-source aquifer by the United States EPA for the
following reasons:

Michindoh Aquifer is an aquifer of glacial out wash
debris pushed ahead of the Wisconsian ice advance across a
nine county area in Northwest Ohio, Southeast Michigan, and
North --

MS. OSTERMEIER: I want to make sure everything you
say 1is being heard. I'm going to ask you to hold this.

MR. HARVEY: Okay.

MS. OSTERMEIER: Because I think she's having a
little bit of a hard time hearing you.

MR. HARVEY: Okay. You've got a copy of it.

MS. OSTERMEIER: Okay.

MR. HARVEY: The Michindoh Aquifer is an aquifer of
glacial out wash debris pushed ahead of Wisconsian ice
event across a nine county area in Northwest Ohio,
Southeast Michigan and Northeast Indiana. It is the sole
source of drinking water for 26 communities in the aquifer
area. If this aquifer becomes contaminated or depleted and

a new source has not been found for our drinking water,
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according to estimates in the sole-source aquifer petition,
it will cost those 26 communities 155 million to replace.

The two dangers this aquifer faces are overdrilling
and contamination. The total —-- total water usage is 72
million gallons per day. Forty-three percent is used by
public water systems, 23 percent used by private or
residential systems, and 34 percent used by irrigation and
industry. Overdrilling can cause a lot of trouble. It's
caused a lot of trouble on the west side of the much larger
Ogallala Aquifer in the panhandle of Texas. This depletion
in an overdrilled area has caused many wells to be unable
to furnish enough water for irrigation purposes. As a
result, many farmers in that region have been forced to
revert to dry land farming, that is probably not a problem
in this Michindoh Aquifer.

In the near future, however, contamination is
probably a bigger hazard to the Michindoh Aquifer. The use
of insecticides and fertilizers in large quantities on the
land could cause water contaminating these toxic materials
to percolate to the Michindoh Aquifer, contaminate our
drinking water. We also have a high density dairy cow
operation in northwest Williams County. Have any methods
been made to verify that effluent from this facility does
not reach the Michindoh Aquifer?

If this aquifer is determined a sole-source aquifer
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by the EPA, hopefully new drilling projects would be under
EPA scrutiny and sources of contamination checked by the
EPA to be sure that they will not contaminate our drinking
water. Thank you.

MS. OSTERMEIER: I already have it. Thank you. Thank
you very much.

David Newcomer, I believe, is that correct? Just a
moment, and Jay Williams.

MR. NEWCOMER: N-E-W-C-O-M-E-R. N-E-W-C-O-M-E-R.

First, I —— I received a letter from Bruce Goodwin,
State Representative, 74th House District today. He asked
that I read part of this for the record tonight, which I
will now do.

My first term of office, state representative, 74th
Ohio District, I wrote a letter of support for maintaining
the protection of this aquifer. At that time, I believed,
as I still do, that it is important to protect this
precious resource. Since that time, it's come to my
attention that this decision could potentially create
obstacles for agricultural and economic growth in the areas
that I represent.

As you know, when an aquifer is designated as the
sole principal source of drinking water for a given area,
the U.S. EPA must review all federally-funded projects in

the area to determine potential for aquifer contamination.
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No federal funds may be spent on any project that the
U.S. EPA determines may contaminate the aquifer.

While I continue to support maintaining the safety
and drinkability of the water in the Michindoh Glacial
Aquifer, I will be unable to support changes that will
directly or indirectly restrict economic growth or
agricultural production in the regions. Sincerely,

Bruce W. Goodwin.

MS. OSTERMEIER: I —-—— I —— I think we're good.

MR. NEWCOMER: Okay. I want to expand on
Mr. Goodwin's comments a little bit. In my experience, and
that consists, among other things, in doing the work to
bring Menards Distribution Center to this county, and with
all respect to Mr. Casebere, I totally disagree with his
conclusion that this kind of thing does not have an impact
on economic development. It is one more step, one more box
to be checked, and one more problem to be resolved, not
always easily. And therefore —-- well, first. Secondly,
although I don't see any risk analysis anywhere in this
decision of whether it's turned into an aquifer, I fail to
see why all the state bureaucracies and rules and
regulations that we now comply with don't do the job
adequately today. I —-— I've had no disrespect to you few
folks, but as a minor example, the project at Menards got

delayed three months while the archeologist decided whether
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or not it was an old Indian site. These kinds of things
leave a long history with people in development. They're
very aware of them, and they want as few of those kinds of
things to deal with. We were in hot competition for that

project with another location in Indiana, which is outside

of this aquifer. That's the kind of thing that hurt -- can
hurt you.
We —— I am echoing the sentiment that you've heard

many times before, that we don't need additional layers of
bureaucracy to work through on projects. I also serve a
local board that works with the various federal grants for
federal money, state monies, and I'm concerned that this
will have one additional layer of complexity to those
operations. Therefore —— I guess I also should say I'm
here on behalf of Wilson Realty, they asked me to appear
also, in opposition to this. We do not believe that this
is beneficial to justify doing it. Thank you.

MR. WILLIAMS: Jay Williams, W-I-L-L-I-A-M-S,
Hillsdale County, Michigan. 1It's become clear that the
communication was a little lacking with your neighbors to
the north. And I believe through that, probably your
information about how we handle our groundwater in our
state probably wasn't researched as well as it should have
been either.

For instance, there is a groundwater technician in
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each county in the state of Michigan. They are charged
with things such as closure of wells, of which about 8000
have been closed to protect the aquifer, for promotion of
anti-siphoning devices to protect the aquifer, so that
water is not pulled back in, contaminates aren't pulled
back into the aquifer. We have the Michigan Ag
Environmental Assurance Program, which is a voluntary
program, that all of us in agriculture have available to
us, so that we can voluntarily undergo inspections, and
make sure that our operations comply with environmental
regulations that are out there, and go beyond those
regulations to protect the environment that we earn a
living from.

I would encourage you to research how we handle that,
and perhaps the state of Ohio and state of Indiana could
copy some of those programs, without adding this other
layer of bureaucracy that is there. You stated earlier
that, yes, you hadn't shot down any projects that came
under review. However, we know that federal law supercedes
state law. There is a process in the state that is
effective for protecting our groundwater, such as we have
in Michigan. That is what should control the water of the
states, not submitting that to federal review, federal
layers, and additional headaches for those who want to

bring economic development and enjoy the —-—- the environment
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that we have. Thank you.

MS. OSTERMEIER: Julie Weatherington, followed by
Douglas Bloom, followed by Brandi Whetstone.

MS. WEATHERINGTON-RICE: Can you hear me?

THE REPORTER: Yes.

MS. WEATHERINGTON-RICE: Dr. Julie, J-U-L-I-E,
Weatherington, W-E-A-T-H-E-R-I-N-G-T-0-N, hyphen Rice,
R-I-C-E.

Thank you for allowing me to speak. Since 1986, I
have worked for the firm of Bennett & Williams
Environmental Consultants, Inc. in Central, Ohio, where I
am the senior scientist. I have had the privilege to work
on projects in three of the four currently designated
sole-source aquifer areas in Ohio. I helped to write the
petition for the Western Allen County sole-source aquifer
and have had the experience of working on this aquifer as
well.

With more than 23 years of history with the program,
I know that sole-source aquifer designation is a positive
and beneficial effort. I recommended early on that this
aquifer be petitioned. We have big cities like Cincinnati,
medium cities like Dayton and Springfield, and small
hamlets included in the designated areas. We have large
areas of Ohio's richest farmland designated. And for those

of you on private wells, sole-source aquifer designation is
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the only federal protection you qualify for under the Safe
Drinking Water Act. All the rest of it is for public
aquifer ——- public uses only.

To date, we have found no adverse economic impacts
from the designation. In fact, Springfield has weathered
the recession with no significant economic downturn, in
part because of their prolific protected water supply.

Only projects using federal funds are required to have an
extra screening for assurance of groundwater protection,
since those funds are spent by government who would have to
find the money to replace the water resource, if it was
damaged. It is in their best interest not to contaminate
it.

Petitions are typically supported by local, state and
federally—-elected officials as a matter of course in Ohio.
Actually, this is the first time I've ever heard anybody in
—— that's an elected official say that they weren't
interested in supporting it. In Ohio, we are so concerned
about the protection of our groundwater, that we just
passed a constitutional amendment, a state constitutional
amendment, to protect it, giving it even higher status than
mineral rights.

In fact, thinking back over the last years, once
people had educated themselves to the importance of

groundwater aquifers, the only people that I remember who
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were against sole-source aquifer designation were groups or
individuals who either had already contaminated the water,
or were planning to contaminate it. I think most of the
people here tonight, if they took the time to really
educate themselves, would find that this is a good thing.
I have much longer comments and a published article that I
am going to submit. Thank you.

MS. OSTERMEIER: Thank you. Oh, Brandi.

MS. WHETSTONE: I'm here. It's Brandi Whetstone,
B-R-A-N-D-I, W-H-E-T-S-T-O-N-E.

My name is Brandi. 1I'm a conservation coordinator
with the Sierra Club, Ohio chapter, and a Bryan, Ohio
native, so I grew up here. I grew up drinking the water,
until I moved away and went to college.

Sierra Club is the oldest and largest grassroots
environmental group in the country. And the Ohio chapter
represents about 17,000 members across the state, working
to make Ohio a better place to live for our children and
grandchildren. And I come here today offering our support
for the request to designate the Michindoh Aquifer as a
sole-source aquifer. And we commend the City and the
supporting citizens and communities for having foresight to
protect the source of drinking water for more than 385,000
people in the region, who depend on a continued supply of

safe and clean drinking water. And those people do include
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my family, friends, former teachers and classmates. My
brother is here tonight too, so that includes him as well.
The sole-source aquifer designation —-- and I won't go
into all the detail that I wrote here, because you got a
lot of explanation already, so you don't need to hear it
again, but if contaminated, could pose a significant threat
to public health and safety. And it does actually provide
a benefit, with just some added consideration, a general
precaution for federally-funded projects that could
potentially contaminate this critical source of water for,
again, more than 385,000 people. And I do want a little
more clarification on what federally-funded projects means,
now that that gquestion has been thrown out there.
According to the Bryan Municipal Utilities' website,
the aquifer designation would provide multiple benefits,
and those would include helping to increase public
awareness of the value of the groundwater resources, which
obviously is a very important and first step for people
understanding how we should be making decisions in the
future, if that's the only source of drinking water that we
have in the area, and consideri