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HAZARDOUS AND SOLID WASTE AMENDMENTS 

 

PERMIT RENEWAL AND PROPOSED FINAL 

REMEDY FACT SHEET 
 

FERNWOOD INDUSTRIES, LLC 

FERNWOOD, MISSISSIPPI 

EPA ID NUMBER MSD 008 183 519 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments (HSWA) Permit Renewal and Proposed 

Final Remedy Fact Sheet (Fact Sheet) is prepared for a proposed HSWA Permit renewal 

and remedy selection by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for Fernwood 

Industries, LLC.  The Fernwood Industries, LLC facility (the Facility) is located at 1047 

Fernwood Road in Fernwood, Mississippi, 39635.  The EPA ID number for the Facility is 

MSD 008 183 519.  

 

This Fact Sheet sets forth the principal facts of this proposed ten (10) year HSWA Permit 

renewal. 

 

PERMIT PUBLIC NOTICE 

 

EPA Region 4 developed this Fact Sheet in order to invite the public to comment on the 

proposed HSWA Permit renewal, including the accompanying Statement of Basis for 

final remedy selection for the Facility.  The HSWA Permit for Fernwood Industries, LLC 

will be renewed for a ten (10) year period.  This proposed HSWA Permit renewal is 

consistent with the current HSWA Permit for this Facility and is a companion permit to 

the Hazardous Waste Post-Closure Permit issued by the Mississippi Department of 

Environmental Quality (MDEQ).  The EPA is soliciting all relevant information 

pertaining to this renewal and remedy selection, including public comment. Public review 

and comment on the proposed Permit renewal, remedy selection, and supporting 

documentation is an important element in the evaluation and resulting recommendation to 

the EPA Region 4 Resource Conservation and Restoration Division (RCRD) Director.  

The draft Permit is subject to change based on information received as a result of public 

participation.  Any and all comments by the public are encouraged. 

 

The proposed HSWA Permit renewal contains provisions to address cleanup of soil and 

groundwater contamination at the Facility resulting from prior releases of hazardous 

wastes and hazardous constituents.  The proposed HSWA Permit renewal includes 

selection of the following remedy components that have already been completed and/or 

are ongoing: limited soil removal and backfilling; long-term monitoring of groundwater 

and storm water, installation of a low permeability cap, security fencing, recording of a 

notice on the property deed, and the recording of an Environmental Covenant. 
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The public comment period for the proposed HSWA Permit renewal and remedy 

selection will begin on June 1, 2016 and end forty-five (45) days thereafter on July 15, 

2016.  Persons wishing to comment upon the proposed HSWA Permit are invited to 

submit comments in writing to Mr. John E. Johnston at the address shown below NO 

LATER THAN July 15, 2016. 

 

Mr. John E. Johnston 

USEPA Region 4 

61 Forsyth Street, SW 

Atlanta, GA 30303 

(404) 562-8458 

johnston.john@epa.gov 

 

A public hearing will be held if EPA Region 4 finds a significant degree of public interest 

in the proposed HSWA Permit renewal or if one is requested.  If a public hearing is held, 

the time and place of the hearing will be published at least thirty (30) days prior to the 

hearing. 

 

After consideration of all written and oral comments received during the public comment 

period, EPA Region 4 will make a decision regarding HSWA Permit issuance.  All 

persons submitting comments will be notified by the EPA of the final HSWA Permit 

status. 

 

The proposed HSWA Permit renewal and Statement of Basis can be viewed on EPA 

Region 4’s website at:   

 

http://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/about-epa-region-4-southeast. 

 

They are also available for viewing at the following locations: 

  

McComb Public Library   

1022 Virginia Avenue       

McComb, MS  39648       

 

(601) 783-6565; call for hours 

 

EPA Region 4 Library 

Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center 

61 Forsyth Street, SW 

Atlanta, GA 30303 

 

Office hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

(404) 562-8190        
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Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality 

Office of Pollution Control 

515 East Amite Street 

Jackson, Mississippi 39202 

 

Office hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

(601) 961-5171 

     

 

FACILITY BACKGROUND 

 

The Facility is a former wood preserving operation that pressure treated utility poles and 

timbers with creosote and pentachlorophenol (PCP).  The Facility is located east of U.S. 

Highway 51 near the town of Fernwood in Pike County in southwestern Mississippi.  The 

Facility consists of approximately 150 acres, of which approximately 76 acres were 

previously used for its operations.  Wood preserving operations, conducted on the site 

from 1937 until 1988, utilized three surface impoundments and a sand filtration unit for 

the management of process wastewaters.  The impoundments generated bottom sediment 

sludge and the sand filtration unit was used to dewater sludge from the wastewater 

treatment process.  The waste was classified as a listed hazardous waste (K001) under 

RCRA and is defined as bottom sediment sludge from the treatment of wastewaters from 

wood preserving processes that use creosote and/or PCP.  The impoundments and sand 

filtration unit were closed between 1987 and 1989 in accordance with closure plans 

approved by MDEQ.  Closure of these units consisted of removal of all liquid, sludge and 

visibly contaminated soils, backfilling with clean soil, and construction of a low 

permeability cap equipped with a cover layer to support native grass.   Fernwood does not 

presently conduct any commercial business activities at this location.  

 

Solid waste management units (SWMUs) are subject to the corrective action 

requirements of the HSWA Permit originally issued by the EPA on August 25, 1989.  

SWMUs are any units which have been used for the treatment, storage or disposal of 

solid waste at any time, irrespective of whether the unit is or ever was intended for the 

management of solid waste.  Based on information submitted by the Permittee, 

information contained in State and EPA records, and the RCRA Facility Assessment, 

dated July 1987, a total of fifteen (15) SWMUs were identified.  Four (4) of these 

SWMUs are the surface impoundments and sludge drying bed included in the MDEQ-

issued Post-Closure Permit.   

 

FINAL REMEDY 

 

In accordance with the conditions of the EPA HSWA Permit, Fernwood performed a 

RCRA Facility Investigation (RFI) on eight (8) SWMUs.  During the RFI, limited soil 

removal and backfilling occurred at several SWMUs within the Facility.  The RFI 

investigation was documented in the RCRA Facility Investigation Report, dated August 

29, 1991.  A subsequent Addendum to RCRA Facility Investigation Report, dated January 

15, 1993, outlined additional actions, agreed upon by the EPA, to mitigate any potential 
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risks associated with hazardous constituents present in the SWMUs.  The EPA approved 

the RCRA Facility Investigation Report on June 10, 1993.  These additional actions, now 

being proposed as the final remedy for the Facility, included the following: 1) 

continuation of the groundwater corrective action program in accordance with the MDEQ 

Post-Closure Permit (ongoing); 2) installation of security fencing around the SWMUs 

(completed); 3) placement of a notation on the property deed stating that any future use 

of the SWMU areas must be approved by the EPA and MDEQ (completed); 4) additional 

groundwater monitoring at on-site wells (ongoing); and 5) monitoring of storm water 

runoff (ongoing).  The proposed HSWA Permit requires Fernwood to continue to provide 

status updates on these five (5) activities in an Annual SWMU Corrective Action 

Effectiveness Report.  Fernwood has already fulfilled these additional actions and has 

been submitting Annual SWMU Corrective Action Effectiveness Reports to the EPA since 

1993. This proposed HSWA Permit renewal incorporates those actions and the 

requirement for Fernwood to continue to submit Annual SWMU Corrective Action 

Effectiveness Report as the final remedy for this Facility.  The proposed HSWA Permit 

also requires the placement of an Environmental Covenant on the portion of the property 

enclosed by security fencing (to commence within one hundred eighty (180) calendar 

days of the effective date of this Permit) and ongoing maintenance of the security 

fencing. 

 

Attached is Figure 1 depicting the site features, including the locations of the SWMUs. 
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Figure 1 


