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Area of Expertise:  Dr. Cowden has worked for more than 10 years at the US EPA. He has 
performed research on chemical safety using alternative species to identify developmental 
neurotoxicants. He has also worked on human health risk assessments, serving as an expert in 
developmental biology and neurodevelopment. In his current role, Dr. Cowden manages 
NCCT’s research portfolio for the Chemical Safety for Sustainability, Human Health Risk 
Assessment, and Safe and Sustainable Water Research National Programs. He helps facilitate 
communications between the National Programs and NCCT on initiation, progress, and delivery 
of research products, and he works to align NCCT scientific research with National Program 
strategic vision. 
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Education:  

 BS in Biology, minor in Chemistry, College of William and Mary 

 Ph.D. in Molecular and Cell Biology, University of California at Berkeley 
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 ORD Bronze Medal for IRIS Outreach 

 NCEA Gold Medal for inorganic arsenic public workshop 

 ORD Bronze Medal for working on EPA response to E15 biofuel waiver request 
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