
10/17/14 
Site Visit Trip Report 

To: Memo To File 

At 14:00 on October 14th, 2014, U.S. EPA OSC Craig Thomas met with representatives from 
Illinois EPA, the City of Decatur, Illinois and a realtor representing the LLC which owns the 
former Intermet/Wagner Castings facility to conduct a site visit regarding U.S. EPA's potential 
removal site assessment and removal actions. Illinois EPA was represented by Greg Dunn and 
Jenessa Conner, the City of Decatur, Illinois was represented by Billy Tyus, Patrick Hoban and 
Andrew Schaaf with Fehr Graham Engineering and Environmental, and the LLC's realtor was 
represented by Tim Viewig and one of his associates. 

Prior to the meeting, OSC Thomas conducted a site reconnaissance along the public sidewalk 
along Jasper Street. Mr. Thomas observed that although there was a perimeter fence which 
seemed to be in fairly good condition, there were numerous trees growing next to the fence, and 
trespassers could just climb the trees to enter the facility. In addition, a boarded up doorway on 
Jasper Street has been broken into. Most of the windows in the buildings were broken partially 
or completely out. See the following photos ..... . 





A tour of the former Inte1met/Wagner Castings facility was led by Mr. Andrew Schaaf with Fehr 
Gram. Mr. Schaaf showed us the suspected ACM from building demolition, as well as the large 
steel building composed of Galbestos. OSC Thomas indicated that the ACM in debris piles 
could certainly be addressed by U.S. EPA's removal program, but OSC Thomas was not sure 
U.S. EPA would be able to address the Galbestos. 



Mr. Schaaf then showed us the transformer storage area where PCB and non-PCB transformers 
were stored. In addition to regular transformers, steel 55-gallon drums labeled "PCBs" were also 
present. ·Mr. Schaaf explained that they had opened the drums in the past and found that the 
drums held broken transformers which had PCB oil in them. 
OSC Thomas observed that the bottoms of these drums were corroding due to the wet conditions 
in which they were being stored. See the following photos .... 



During the tour, U.S. EPA asked Illinois EPA if they planned to continue to address the Site 
through the State's voluntary remediation program. Mr. Dunn indicated that based on years of 
inactivity, Illinois EPA plans to terminate the Site from the voluntary remediation program. 

Mr. Dunn then asked, given that, how U.S. EPA would likely proceed. OSC Thomas told all 
present that we would seek access to the property from the LLC to potentially conduct additional 
site assessment work and a removal action at the Site. OSC Thomas explained to the City that 



any removal action undertaken through the removal program would address immediate threats, 
but that there may be residual contaminants that may need to be addressed after the removal. 
The City representatives indicated that they understood and were fine with that. 

Mr. Schaaf indicated that in addition to the areas they had positively identified, Fehr Graham felt 
that several US Ts and drain lines associated with the former plating shop foundation may also 
need further investigation. The following is a photo of the former plating shop foundation 
showing a potentially plugged drain line (near center of frame immediately to the right of the · 
brown weed). 

During the tour, Mr. Schaaf identified slag in a few locations. Some had been placed in an open
topped drum and some had been piled up along with metal debris in and around an old building 
foundation. See the following photos .... 





The City arid State attendees departed at approximate 15:00. OSC Thomas, Mr. Schaaf, and the 
realtor's representative remained behind in order to allow Mr. Thomas an opportunity to estimate 
the size of each of the 9 suspected ACM debris piles on site. Total volume of these piles was 
estimated at 169,500 cubic feet, or 6,278 cubic yards. 

While estimating the size of the debris piles, the realtor's associate discussed all the trespass 



issues they were having at the Site. He was listed as the local contact and had been called out 
many times to the facility to respond with the police when alarms in the building were set off. 
Many buildings had broken doors and/or graffiti, including the following: 



At approximately 13:45 OSC Thomas, Mr. Schaaf and the realtor's representative departed the 
site. 

Craig Thomas 
On-Scene Coordinator 

cc: Mike Ribordy, USEP A 
Steven Kaiser, USEP A 
Arlene Lilly, USEP A 


