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National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Electronic Reporting for [Insert Sector]
What is changing with NPDES reporting?

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) published the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Electronic Reporting Rule in 2015. The rule requires NPDES regulated facilities to report information electronically, instead of filing written paper reports. The rule does not change what information is required from facilities. It only changes the method by which information is provided (i.e., electronic rather than paper-based).

Why is EPA requiring electronic reporting?

Electronic reporting saves you time and money by eliminating paper reports. EPA also expects electronic reporting to save time and resources for the government, increase data accuracy, improve compliance, and support the goal of providing better protection of the nation's waters.

What information must I submit electronically and by when?

The compliance dates for electronically submitting Discharge Monitoring Reports (DMRs) was 21 December 2016, unless you received a waiver from electronic reporting.

The compliance dates for electronically submitting Biosolids/Sewage Sludge Annual Program Report was 21 December 2016, unless your state is authorized for the Federal biosolids program (Arizona, Michigan, Oklahoma, Ohio, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Wisconsin). In these eight states the compliance date for this report is 21 December 2025, unless you are told otherwise by your state regulatory agency.
The rule also requires electronic reporting of certain other NPDES reports, including:

· Notices of Intent to discharge (NOIs) under a general permit

· Notices of Termination (NOTs) of coverage under a general permit

· No Exposure Certifications (NOEs) under a stormwater general permit

· Low Erosivity Waivers and Other Waivers from Stormwater Controls (LEWs)

· Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO) Annual Program Reports

· Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Program Reports

· Pretreatment Program Annual Reports

· Significant Industrial User (SIU) Bi-annual Compliance Reports.

· Sewer Overflow/Bypass Event Reports

· Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 316(b) Annual Reports

If you are required to submit these reports, the deadline to begin submitting them electronically is 21 December 2025, unless you are told otherwise by your state regulatory agency or you receive a waiver from electronic reporting.

How do I submit NPDES information electronically?

Discharge Monitoring Reports: States may elect to use EPA’s electronic reporting tool for DMRs (called “NetDMR”) or build their own state electronic discharge monitoring report (state eDMR) systems. The following webpage provides a listing of the states that use NetDMR and states that have their own systems. 

Biosolids/Sewage Sludge Annual Program Reports: Facilities located in the 42 states where EPA implements the Federal Biosolids Program must use EPA’s NPDES Electronic Reporting Tool for Biosolids (or “NeT-Biosolids”) to annually submit these reports. Three states (South Dakota, Texas, and Utah) have also elected to start using NeT-Biosolids. Facilities in the five remaining states (Arizona, Michigan, Oklahoma, Oregon, and Wisconsin) should contact their regulatory authority to identify how to electronically submit these annual reports. 

Phase 2 General Permits and Program Reports: States may elect to use EPA’s electronic reporting tool for these Phase 2 reports (called NPDES Electronic Reporting Tool or “NeT”) or build their own state electronic reporting tools. The online “NPDES eRule Phase 2 Implementation Dashboard” provides an inventory of all general permits and program reports covered by the NPDES eRule and the EPA or state electronic reporting tool. This dashboard also provides an updated view of EPA’s progress in deploying NPDES electronic reporting tools for Phase 2 general permits and program reports. 

· NeT: Please use this webpage if you are located in a state that uses NeT to learn more about how to electronically file a Phase 2 report. 
· State Phase 2 Tools: Please contact your state regulatory agency if you are located in a state that has its own electronic report tool for Phase 2 reports. 

Are waivers from electronic reporting available?

Yes. The rule provides flexibility to grant temporary or emergency waivers from electronic reporting. To obtain an electronic reporting waiver, you must first submit an electronic reporting waiver request to [EPA Region]. For more information on waivers, visit [web link] or contact [contact information].

I am already submitting DMRs electronically. What do I need to do?

Continue reporting your DMR data electronically in the same way as you are now. The key change is that, starting on 21 December 2016, electronic reporting of DMRs is a requirement. Although there could be minor changes in the details (e.g., specific forms used), the overall electronic reporting process is likely to change very little.
Where can I find more information?
· For more details on what information must be submitted electronically and when, visit [web link] or contact [contact information].
· For additional information on electronic reporting tools, visit [web link] or contact [contact information].
· For general information on EPA’s NPDES Electronic Reporting Rule, visit  https://www.epa.gov/compliance/npdes-ereporting 

